
One of the difficulties in dealing with government is
that its pronouncements often emerge in a lingo that
bears only a passing resemblance to any of the five or

six official languages. Here are some examples, with the best
translations I can manage.

I have to tell you that … You are supposed to believe that…
The fact of the matter is … Here’s a different version of the

truth, which doesn’t contain any verifiable facts, and may not
have anything to do with the matter, whatever it is.

It’s highly technical… I’m not sure I understand it, and even if
I did, I wouldn’t try to explain it to you.

I had no choice… I had a choice, and I made my decision, but
I’m not going to tell you why I made that decision.

Vital to Canadian national security : What the U.S. government

wants.
The interests of my constituents… What the guys who

financed my campaign want.
Significant economic benefits…Possible political benefits,

considerable environmental damage, and everybody else gets
screwed.

The program will be phased in…We don’t have the money or
the political will to do this right now, so we’ll try a little bit of it
in the future, when someone else can take the blame. On the
other hand, don’t complain that we didn’t warn you.

There’s a new spirit of co-operation…We gave in (or,
alternatively, they gave in).

It’s a win-win situation…We lost. ✐
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