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Inlet Raider, Lasqueti’s freight barge, in dock at French Creek government wharf waiting for a load. The island is also served by Centurion VII, a foot-passenger-only
vessel. Lasqueti can be glimpsed in the background with Texada Island behind. 
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On January 30, the Mount Polley Independent Review
Panel released its findings on the physical causes of the
tailings pond dam collapse at Mount Polley Mine. The

dam collapsed on August 4, 2014, releasing over 10 billion
litres of wastewater and 5 billion litres of solid tailings
waste into nearby rivers and lakes. The 150-page
report by the panel emphasizes design
challenges in the tailings pond dam and
provides recommendations to prevent further
similar breaches in tailings dams across the
province. What has caught the collective focus
of many people, however, is not what the report
says, but what it doesn’t.

Multiple Failure Modes
What the review panel’s report does tell us is that the dam was
subject to a number of causes of failure. It highlights that
foundation and design led to the actual collapse, and that
overtopping and cracking were not prime causes of the failure. 

The review panel concludes that that the original design did
not take into account ‘the complexity of the sub-glacial and pre-
glacial geological environment’ associated with the dam. It was
discovered that the foundation held a continuous layer of
glaciolacustrine (GLU) in the vicinity of the breach—GLU refers
to clay and silt deposited by glacier meltwater into lakes—and
that the designers failed to realize that GLU is ‘susceptible to
undrained failure’. 

The growing height of the dam, and the increasing volume

of the tailings behind it, together with the increasing steepness
of its face in the area of failure, combined to load the GLU layer
in the foundation until it experienced slippage. This lowered the

height of the dam at that point, and the combined water
and tailings overflow breached the dam. The breach

was then further scoured out by the increasing
flow until the tailings pond was emptied.

However, the review panel also states it ‘was
disconcerted to find’ that while the tailings
dam failed because of an undetected weakness
in the foundation, it could have failed by

overtopping. Some evidence has also suggested
that it could have failed by internal erosion.

‘Clearly’, the panel stated, ‘multiple failure modes
were in progress, and they differed mainly in how far they had

progressed down their respective failure pathways.’
An Excess of Tailings

Overtopping over several portions of the perimeter
embankment of the tailings dam first occurred in May 2014. So,
tailings levels, the panel says, were being ‘carefully monitored’
due to prior insistence from the Ministry of Energy and Mines
around the time of the August collapse.However, the company’s
‘lack of foresight’ was criticized.

The report suggested that, when the dam was originally
designed, there was no longterm plan for its maintenance,
growth, or the supply of materials to enlarge it. To quote the

Mount Polley Report—the told and the untold 
Natalie Dunsmuir

News In Brief
Doctor-Assisted Suicide A Charter Right
On February 6, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled
unanimously  that competent adults who are severely and
irremediably suffering, whether from chronic physical or
psychological illness, or in anticipation of painful and
unavoidable death, can consent to suicide with medical
assistance. At present, the Criminal Code, while it does not
make suicide a criminal offence, exposes anyone who assists in
suicide to possible conviction, and also says that no person may
consent to death being inflicted on them. The Court struck down
those clauses, on the basis that the Charter provision for the
‘right to life, liberty, and the security of the person’ extends to a
right to a good death.

The Court gave Parliament one year to revise the law. It is
possible that the government may choose not to do this, in
which case the SCC judgement becomes the law.

Woodside Energy LNG Licence
Approved For Grassy Point

The National Energy Board (NEB) has approved the application
of Woodside Energy Holdings Pty Ltd for a 25-year liquefied
natural gas export licence with a maximum term quantity of
807 billion cubic metres. The export point would be in the
vicinity of Grassy Point, north of Prince Rupert, at the loading
arm outlet of a proposed natural gas liquefaction terminal. The
issuance of this licence is subject to the approval of the Governor
in Council.
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Editorial: Teaching & Learning
You will notice that Natalie Dunsmuir has some important
bylines in this edition. Natalie has been working diligently at
Island Tides since last July, straight out of high school. From
me, she has been learning most of the ropes needed to actually
make a citizen newspaper run: sales, bookkeeping, production,
distribution and, of course, the news. 

Since December, she has focused more on organization,
collection, editing, and writing of the news. Exceptionally
talented, she is now working on major stories, coached by Island
Tides’Patrick Brown—what a combination! 

Patrick is delighted to be passing on his amazing skills of
research and due diligence in teasing out the stories of what’s
really going on behind the scenes. Perhaps most importantly,
he is fast-tracking her into the background of major issues
through the breadth of his wide experience.

In turn, she is about to pass along some of her skills and
learning by coaching a 14-year-old in a self-learning program at
Island Tides.

From the start-up 25-years ago, I have always seen Island
Tidesas a giant public education project through the lens of the
news. Now Island Tides itself is becoming an education project.

Interestingly, when talking to people about the future for
Island Tides, the idea which makes people say an enthusiastic

‘yes’ is the communications education one, on which we seem
to be embarking.

On a more prosaic level, even after 25 years, running such a
complicated business as Island Tides seems to be fraught with
new challenges. Our Vancouver Island yellow-box and rack
delivery folks have retired. Gordon and Charlene love Island
Tides and they were a delight to work with these last five years.
I thank them heartily for carrying on for so long.

However, this has brought the challenge of how to stock
those boxes. I am having to do a big rethink; which might
include not being able to stock some locations. So we are
suggesting that, if anyone picking up their newspapers from a
box or rack between the Malahat and Nanaimo wants to be sure
of reading a print edition of Island Tides, they should buy a
labelled, mailed subscription for $57.75. 

Distribution changes will not affect our Serious Coffee stores
(see front page for locations) nor will it affect out Canada Post
all-households delivery to islanders in the Strait of Georgia, the
most cost-efficient way to get a print newspaper to you. 

You, in turn, can help by paying for your copy by sending a
voluntary subscription for the unaddressed copy already in your
mailbox. We suggest $30 annually. It really makes a difference
in keeping this unique publication going.             —Christa G-W

Movable Ferry Ramps Delay Sailings
Dear Editor, 
In the preceding edition, February 5-18, the ‘New Ferries’
section under ‘Round The Islands’ would have interested most
islanders. Passengers and crew of the MV Queen of
Cumberland are all too familiar with the disadvantages of
moving ramps. Raising or lowering a ramp is a delay of five
minutes at least. If there is an error in the loading arrangement
the delay can be 30 minutes; aggravation for passengers and
wages for the entire crew. There is also the cost of building and
maintaining the hydraulic and safety mechanisms; not a trivial
expense. 

The alternative is fixed ramps as on the MV Island Sky
(www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MV_Island_Sky) Fixed ramps
might require a longer hull, but that expense will be far
outweighed by the operating costs of any movable ramps.

At the Pender Island Community Hall in 2012, during a
public consultation meeting when senior BC Ferries employees
described plans for the new vessels, the topic was voiced. Ferries
personnel seemed to be congnizant. 

In Island Tides’ January 22nd edition, we learned from Ferry
Advisory member Brian Hollingshead that movable ramps are
now intended to access a lower vehicle deck on the new ships.
Was nothing learned from the ‘fast cat’ fiasco? Has nothing been
learned from years of operation of the Cumberland and her
sister the Capilano? Attend to technical concerns!

Peter Easthope, Pender Island
The Boy Who Cried Wolf

Dear Editor,
Like the little boy that cried wolf, Stephen Harper has bawled
‘jihadist’ so many times that he has frightened himself, and
Canadians are being asked to pay the price in the form of
sweeping new CSIS powers that threaten our right to free
association, free speech and even our right to be presumed
innocent until proven guilty.

Stephen Harper likes to talk tough—threatening Russia and
Iran, sending our troops to bomb four Middle Eastern nations,
and bragging that his imagined enemies should expect neither
quarter nor safe haven anywhere on earth—but faced with a
lone, deranged gunman on Parliament Hill, he hid in a
cupboard.

Canadian MP’s need to unite to restore a little perspective
and to calm down our Prime Minister, perhaps by pointing out
that while one or two Canadians died from politically motivated
violence last year, three hundred and eighty six Canadians died
of asbestos poisoning.

Stephen Harper’s heebie-jeebies cannot be allowed to justify
sacrificing billions of dollars, nor our cherished rights and
freedoms.

Mike Ward, Duncan
International Development Week

It was my mother’s birthday yesterday and soon it will be mine.
As the world turns, my daughter’s birthday will naturally follow.
When she was born I received a card that said: ‘Your new baby
will bring you love small enough to hold in your arms, but big
enough to fill your world with love.’ Even while I held her in my

arms, I could picture the black and white photographs of my
mother holding me.

Now let’s travel to Africa, shall we? But don’t forget the bond
of love that I have just described between mother and child.
Only this time something is terribly wrong. The child is dead or
dying and the mother is crying. Why is it so easy for us to forget
or dismiss the pain that a mother there endures when her child
dies? Is that mother or child any less deserving than those of us
who have so much?

The first week of February we celebrated ‘International
Development Week,’ though the word ‘celebrate’ seems
unjustified. While worldwide Overseas Development Aid (ODA)
rose by 6.1% in 2013, for a total of USD 134.8 billion in net
official development assistance, Canada’s contribution dropped
by 11.4% in 2013, a decline of more than $600 million from the
previous year. This drop means that Canada spent only 0.27%
of its Gross National Income on ODA, far from the UN goal of
0.7%, which is a target all countries agreed to in 1969. It was our
own Prime Minister Lester B Pearson who suggested that
number.

The end of extreme poverty is actually within reach. All we
lack is political will. We have an election year upon us and an
opportunity to make our voices heard, to ‘be the change we want
to see’. If you like the scene described in the first paragraph,
don’t simply dismiss and ignore the real life misery described
in the second scenario. Do something—appeal to your MP.
Exercise and experience your democracy by writing or talking
directly to your MP. Let your voice be heard in this election year.
What a great way to celebrate ‘International Development
Week.’ Do it! Connie Lebeau, Victoria

Canada in the Ukraine
Dear Editor,
Canada, rather than assuming the role of peace-maker through
supporting federalization between Ukrainian and Russian
speaking provinces, as we have in Canada between French and
English, has to this point been taking the lead in actions moving
increasingly toward military confrontation between NATO and
the Russian Federation. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper has said German Chancellor
Angela Merkel will be visiting Ottawa.

Speaking at a conference in Munich Angela Merkel said ‘I
cannot imagine any situation in which improved equipment for
the Ukrainian army leads to President Putin being so impressed
that he believes he will lose militarily.’ She stressed that she
would like to secure peace in Europe with Russia, not against
it.

Will the Government of Canada continue to support the
directions of the United States based on supposed actions of
Russia? Actions now denied by the Chief of Staff of Ukraine’s
Armed Forces, General Viktor Muzhenko saying ‘no Russian
troops are fighting against us’?

Maybe, just maybe, Canada will join in seeking the peaceful
solution sought by Germany and France?

There is a choice—that of working with others as a peace-
maker or continuing as a powder monkey for the United States.

Joe Hueglin, Niagara Falls 0
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Raven Coal Mine re-submits
application
The application for a coal mine on central Vancouver Island has
been re-submitted more than a year-and-a-half after it was
rejected by the BC Environmental Assessment Office (EAO).
The new proposal for the Raven Coal Mine has now entered a
30-day screening period to determine whether it contains all
information required by the EAO.

The original Application Information Requirements
/Environmental Impact Statement was rejected by regulators
in spring 2013 at the screening. During the process, the EAO
found the application was missing hundreds of pages of
required information and sent the proponent, Compliance Coal
Corporation, back to the drawing board. The application had
deficiencies concerning drinking water, air quality, and First
Nations consultation.

The Raven Coal Mine would extract around 30 million
tonnes of coal and rock over 16 years from a site near Fanny Bay
in the Comox Valley. Compliance Coal then proposes to truck
coal to Port Alberni for export by ship.

The project has been opposed by the general public,
environmental groups, the shellfish industry and other local
businesses. All four municipal governments in the Comox
Valley have opposed the mine, and the K’ómoks First Nation
has expressed concern about its impact on the riparian
ecosystem and ongoing treaty negotiations.

The potential negative impacts of the Raven Coal Mine
include the disruption of wildlife habitat, impacts to the
watershed, and a significant increase to Vancouver Island’s
contribution to the climate crisis. The mine would also result in
a huge increase in heavy truck traffic, as the coal would be
carried on public Highways Nº4 & Nº19 to the dock at Port
Alberni.

A decision to reject or accept the application for further
review is expected on or around the first week of March. If
accepted, a 50-day Public Comment Period will commence
soon afterward. 

In the meantime, coal prices have dropped, China has
applied a tariff to coal imports, and Compliance Coal
Corporation stock prices have plunged to 1.5¢/share. 0
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Minister of Natural Gas Development Rich
Coleman said of the approval, ‘We look
forward to working directly with Grassy Point
LNG as the proposal reaches its next milestone
as part of a sole proponent agreement signed
with the Province last year.’
Exploring Sarita Bay LNG 

The Huu-ay-aht First Nations and Steelhead
LNG signed an Opportunity Development
Agreement on February 6 which could be
worth in excess of $30 million. Huu-ay-aht
citizens voted in favour of continuing to explore
the proposed project at their People’s Assembly
last November.

The contract is for the provision of
environmental, engineering, geotechnical and
regulatory services at the proposed LNG
project at Sarita Bay, on the Alberni Inlet,
north-west of Bamfield. The project, a 24
million tonnes per annum land-based facility,
is the largest of BC’s proposed LNG facilities.

Election Candidate
Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi was nominated as the
Cowichan-Malahat-Langford candidate for the
Green Party of Canada, following two
nomination meetings held January 30 in
Langford and Duncan. In the run-up to the
2015 federal election, Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi
will compete against NDP candidate Alistair
McGregor, and candidates from the Liberal
and Conservative parties, who have yet to be
nominated. 

‘I’m so grateful for the chance to ask the
voters of Cowichan-Malahat-Langford to
support our vision for good, sustainable jobs, a
healthy environment, respect for First Nations,
and a diversified economy,’ said Hunt-
Jinnouchi, following her victory. 

Hunt-Jinnouchi has strong ties to
Vancouver Island with a diverse portfolio in
community engagement. She is a former
elected Chief of the Quatsino First Nation,

former director of the Office of Indigenous
Affairs at UVic, and owner-operator of
Evedar’s Bistro in downtown Langford.

Energy East Hearings’
Climate Concerns

The National Energy Board (NEB) has
received over 100,000 messages from
Canadians demanding that climate change
considerations be included in the Energy East
tar sands pipeline hearings. The Council of
Canadians, 350.org, Leadnow.ca, Greenpeace,
and Avaaz combined campaigns to organize
the petition. It is the largest petition ever
delivered to the NEB.

Last year, the NEB refused to include
climate concerns in hearings on the Kinder
Morgan Trans Mountain extension, limited
participants to those ‘directly affected’, and
also eliminated oral cross-examination from
the hearings. The Trans Mountain Hearing will
consider the upstream economic impacts of the
pipeline, but not the upstream and
downstream climatic impacts. 

The petition is a reaction to similar
restrictions on the upcoming Energy East
hearings. The Energy East pipeline will carry
diluted bitumen from Hardisty, Alberta, to
Saint John, New Brunswick. Applications to
participate in the hearings close on March 3. A
record number of applications is expected.
BC Ferries Quadra & Cortes

Schedule Adjustments
Effective February 9, BC Ferries has adjusted
ferry schedules for service between Campbell
River and Quadra Island, and between Quadra
Island and Cortes Island. Ferry travellers have
previously experienced problems with the
schedules implemented last April in response
to the Province’s cost-savings targets. The
Quadra-Cortes Ferry Advisory Committee had

NEWS IN BRIEF from page 1

NEWS IN BRIEF please turn to page 5

Denman Island is an amazing place. It is
known as ‘the speed bump on the way to
Hornby’ and will soon be, for better or
worse, ‘the Home of the World’s Longest
Cable Ferry’.

A collection of amazingly thoughtful
people live on our island, from all walks of
life—generally leaning left-of-centre, but
with a broad range of opinions on any
subject you care to mention.
Checkerspot Butterflies

In January, the Checkerspot butterfly took
centre stage. Denman Island is the only
place in Canada that it breeds, and Peter
Karsten and his group of volunteers held a
fascinating information meeting on their
breeding programme in the Back Hall.
Walk With Our Sisters

A Community Conversation also began in
January on ways to support ‘Walking
With Our Sisters’, a commemorative art
installation honouring the missing and
murdered Indigenous Women of North
America. 

An Experiential Workshop led by Anne
Davidson took place on Denman Island on
Friday, February 13. ‘We explored our
personal role in supporting the revival of
those values that worked so beautifully for
thousands of years. We also explored in-
depth the effects of Residential Schools
and Canada’s Policy of Assimilation. This
workshop was geared to solutions rather
than recrimination and was a great forum
in which to ask questions and become a
part of the healing that is already
happening.’ 
Denman Island Bistro

On a musical note, Donna and Sheldon
continue to host wonderful musical
events at The Denman Island Bistro and
Guesthouse. Thank you, to both of you.

Sheldon is also leading the move to
bring more solar power to Denman. Kudos
are owed to him for his leadership in this.

Cleaning Beaches
Our community and DIMS (Denman
Island Marine Stewards) are working

ceaselessly to improve the condition of our
marine habitat and decrease the use of
plastics in the shellfish and geoduck
farming industries. Denman Islanders
cleaned up almost three tons of plastic and
other garbage from our beaches last
September.

Seedy Saturday
Seedy Saturday was a great success as
always, with an excellent turnout and post-
holiday catching up between friends.

Tree Eater Farm Food Memberships
were on sale—a great local enterprise in
which members receive weekly boxes of
organically grown fruits and vegetables 23
weeks a year. 

SPUDS co-op continues to grow great
organically-grown potatoes on Denman.
Green Party Meet & Greet

The Guesthouse hosted a packed Meet
and Greet to introduce the Green Party
candidate, Glenn Sollit.

Denman Islanders tend to be very
politically engaged. It’s a wonderful island
tendency, sociologically speaking.

Dump Harper
Megan Rose is actively leading the
movement to ‘Dump Duncan and
Harper’. A group of islanders are working
with David Mills of The Dogwood
Initiative and will switch into high gear
once the date of the next General Election
is announced.
Organic Certification

Corlan Vineyard and Winery are now
fully Certified Organic—a huge
achievement. There was much
bureaucracy involved and they are now
producing excellent organic wines.
Congrats to Pat and Selwyn, two very
hardworking islanders. 

Well, that was a small taste of life on
Denman Island. There is so much more
to share with our Island Tides
community. 

Until the next time… ciao for now from
Denman Island in ‘oh so beautiful’ British
Columbia. 0

Iremember the events of October 22. While I
was in lock-down on Parliament Hill, I
remember who hid in a closet and who ran

toward gun fire. The guy in the closet is now planning
to concentrate the powers of the state in his own
hands while converting the Canadian spy agency into
a secret police with virtually unlimited powers. 

And, at the same time, he has decided to demote
House of Commons Security, the team led by then
Sergeant at Arms Kevin Vickers—which performed
its role heroically—and to put the RCMP in charge
of Parliament Hill.

Of those two moves, clearly, creating a secret
police is the most dangerous, but upending the
Constitutional principle that the government
reports to Parliament is no small matter (and, as a
Member of Parliament, I would
prefer security to be in the hands
of the people who paid
attention that day and not
the RCMP, who
somehow missed an
armed man running
past their multiple
idling vehicles.)

Here is what Stephen
Harper wants Canadians
to think: We are at war. We
face a massive terrorist threat.
We must be very, very afraid and
we must not question any law brought
in allegedly to fight terrorism. Anyone who raises
finicky, lily-livered concerns about civil liberties is a
fellow-traveller of ISIS. 

Here’s the truth:
We are not at war. We are at peace. (Would John

Baird, Harper’s most trusted lieutenant and
Minister of Foreign Affairs, quit if we were at war?)

Acts of terrorism are a threat. They are criminal
acts of horrific cruelty and sadism. Luring of
disenfranchised, disenchanted, alienated Canadians
into their barbaric crusade must be addressed, but
the new law, C-51, is not primarily an anti-terrorism
law. And legal experts are already pointing out it
‘undermines more promising avenues of addressing
terrorism.’ (Bill C-51 backgrounder, Professors Kent
Roach and Craig Forcese)

In terms of Canada’s future, the climate crisis is
a much larger threat.

We must not be afraid. We must be smart. It’s
really hard to think when paralyzed by fear. Any
thinking person will stand up and oppose C-51 with
every ounce of their strength.

Harper claims to believe Canada is a freedom-
loving country. If he’s right, he miscalculated in
hoping we could be scared out of our wits.

We already have anti-terror laws. Terrorism,
treason, sedition, espionage, proliferating of nuclear
and biological weapons and other offences repeated
in C-51 are already illegal. The police already have
expanded powers in relation to terrorism. RCMP
have powers to disrupt terrorist plots. That’s how they
broke the Toronto 18, the VIA rail plot and ISIS

sympathizers in Ottawa, before they could move
their plots into action. (Full marks to the

RCMP for these proactive successes).
Those suspected of terrorism already

have a second set of Kafka-esque
laws to allow their detention
through security certificates. 

Oversight of the operations of
CSIS was reduced in the 2012

omnibus bill C38. Put simply,
Canada has already significantly

intruded on Charter rights to give the
RCMP, CSIS and Communications

Security Establishment Canada (CSEC)
broader powers and less oversight. 
Thanks to Edward Snowden, we now know that

CSEC has been gathering millions of internet
communications every day from Canadians–even
though CSEC’s mandate was supposed to apply only
to foreign activities. Under project ‘Levitation’ CSEC
collects as many as 15 million records of uploads and
downloads every day. 

No one from the security establishment has
made a case for requiring expanded powers.

C-51, the so-called Anti-Terrorism Act, creates
new powers for the Canadian Security Intelligence
Service, CSIS. CSIS was created to keep intelligence
work separate from RCMP policing functions
following the fiasco of burning down a barn in an FLQ
sting operation. 

‘Here is what Stephen
Harper wants Canadians to

think: We are at war. We face a
massive terrorist threat. We must be

very, very afraid and we must not
question any law brought in allegedly
to fight terrorism. Anyone who raises

finicky, lily-livered concerns about
civil liberties is a fellow-

traveller of ISIS.’

Harper’s police state law—the
death of freedom - Elizabeth May

Denman Notes 
Compiled by Perri Gorrara

BILL C-51, please turn to page 6



Iwas looking out the window at the
grass the other day and for some
reason I thought of the often

quoted saying, ‘herring are the grass of
the seas’. Everybody eats them, from
small fish and birds that feed on the
roe and the little herring all the way up
the ecosystem to salmon, halibut,
lingcod, whales, seals, sea lions, and
people. There is no stage in the life of
a herring that some creature isn’t
trying to make a meal of them.

At many stages in the lives of most
salmon, herring play the role similar
to alfalfa, hay, or grain we use in our
meat industry. Without the herring’s
‘grass of the sea’ contribution to the
food web we would have few salmon.

The herring fishery at the
commercial level deals in thousands of
tons caught by seine boats and
gillnets. So if you feel inclined to go out
and catch your daily quota of 20kg for
bait or pickled herring, you are not
having a measurable impact on the
stocks. The personal use of herring by
recreational anglers is a tiny fraction
of the catch. 

As far as humans are concerned and
thinking of the upcoming commercial
herring roe fishery, I think the winter
bait fishery is more morally defensible

than the roe fishery, where only the roe
from the females is used directly as
human food. 

Each year the commercial fishery
takes place in different areas of the
Strait of Georgia. Strait of Georgia
Area 14 is by far the largest and much
of it is in the waters around Denman
and Hornby Islands. 

Pacific herring stocks are in low
numbers generally throughout the
coast but we are assured by Fisheries
and Oceans Canada that as long as the
harvest is kept below 20% of the stock,
all will be well. In the past we have had
this type of assurance and threatened
stocks have not come back. Our
federal government is cutting back on
numerous types of support services
that contributed to the management of
our marine fisheries. 

Many fish stocks throughout the
world are over-fished and in severe
states of decline. Oceans are warming
up because of climate change. The
chemistry of our ocean waters in the
Strait of Georgia is becoming more
acidic, with serious implications for
shellfish and other species. 

In the 2013 commercial herring
fishery we harvested about 4,000 tons
of herring for food. As part of my

research for this column I bought four
tins of canned herring processed in
Eastern Canada. Can we process food

herring locally? Can we look forward
to harvesting less fish for roe and more
for food? 0
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for mail orders since 1982

from Thetis Island to you
www.potofgoldcoffee.com

• harvesting systems 
• design • installation 
• service
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

Experience Counts!

BOB BURGESS 
250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

You’ll be right at home!

1.888.296.8059 
www.wintonhomes.ca
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RAISE Increase Square Footage
MOVE Subdivide Your Lot!
LEVEL Repair Foundation Issues

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-320-2268 

BUY RECYCLED HOMES

250-388-5788
info@colonialrailings.com

The first major solar electricity project on
Pender Island will get underway in March,
thanks to a generous grant of $20,719 from

the Nu-to-Yu thrift shop. The Nu-to-Yu has
demonstrated tremendous leadership and vision by
supporting this pioneering clean energy project. A
financial contribution has also been requested from
the Capital Region District. Thirty-nine photovoltaic
panels will be placed on the roof of the main building
at the Pender Island Recycling Depot, making the
system approximately 10 kilowatts.

The project is intended to be a demonstration
project for our community, where residents can
inspect, view, and monitor a real-life solar PV
installation. It will also provide the opportunity to
train a local crew to install systems in the future. 

This is the first project undertaken by a new
organization called Pender Solar Initiative 2020 (PSI

2020), whose goal is to install solar PV systems on
the roof of every suitable public building on Pender
by 2020. This could potentially include the school,
library, medical clinic, and a fire hall. These high-
profile locations are intended to demonstrate to
residents that solar is not only environmentally
friendly but also a cost-effective option for local
electricity generation.

PSI 2020 is partnering with GabEnergy, an
organization on Gabriola Island that helps local
individuals and organizations explore, plan, and
install clean energy systems. GabEnergy’s assistance
has been vital in moving the Recycling Depot project
forward quickly and at a very low cost.

After many false starts over the past four decades,
it appears that the solar era has arrived in earnest.
Thanks to dramatic price drops and growing
concern about climate change, solar power has been

growing exponentially. Globally, installed solar
capacity has been rising 50% per year since 2006,
slowing down only slightly during the recession. In
2003, Canada had 12 megawatts (MW) of installed
solar PV capacity. By 2013, that number had leapt to
1200 MW, one hundred times higher. In sunny
Australia the number of solar PV systems jumped
from just 8,000 in 2008 to over one million today.
In the US, a home or business switches to solar
powered electricity every four minutes. 

It surprises many people to learn that the
Southern Gulf Islands receive as much sunshine
annually as Germany, one of the world leaders in
generating solar electricity. Solar has a central role
to play in the global shift away from dirty, climate-
disrupting fossil fuels to clean, renewable energy. It
is exciting for Pender to be joining this green
transformation. 0

Herring—Grass of the Sea
Ralph Shaw

Photo: Mike Yip

The Terrorism Caper
How lucky that in Canada we
Could air our politics quite free
Of interference or abuse
From authorities with opposing views.
But now our freedoms will be less—
‘We are at war’—so Harper says.
This ‘Terror Bill’ will now enhance
The government’s powers of surveillance.
What caused this turmoil so intense?
Two unrelated incidents
By youngsters who had weapons, and
Whose mental state got out of hand.
Terrorism then, could be a threat,
Although it hasn’t happened yet.
This Statute serves as an excuse
To keep our government in the news.
A quite unnecessary statute this,
With implications that are hard to miss.
With no due supervision to be seen,
Our privacy rights aren’t worth a single bean.
Knowledge is power, the poet said,
And it can well be used, instead
Of catching all those terrorists,
For just plain, basic politics.
Can eco-terrorists now be jailed? Too bad,
For climate’s soon to have its own jihad.
Big Brother is now here, and here to stay;
And tuned-in, so be careful what you say. 
So Harper’s mug shot’s in the paper
To boost our confidence in this caper;
But in all my years, I must confess—
I’ve never trusted a government less!

H Barry CottonA big ‘thank you’ to all of you who have sent in 2015 voluntary subscriptions!

Pender Solar Initiative Gets Green Light - David R Boyd 

Astudy for the Greater Victoria Coalition to
End Homelessness, led by a Simon Fraser
University master’s student, has found that

a disproportionate number of people chronically
staying in Victoria’s emergency shelters are seniors.

Hannah Rabinovitch conducted the longitudinal
study on emergency-shelter-use patterns in Victoria
under the MITACS Accelerate Program, in
partnership with the Centre for Addictions Research
at the University of Victoria. The SFU public policy
master’s student examined data collected between
April 2010 and May 2014.

The study tracked 4,332 individuals and
examined nearly 46,000 shelter records. More than
85% of users accessed shelters for short periods,
meaning only once or twice—findings that point to
the need for affordable housing and preventative
measures, according to the study.

Another 13.6% accessed the shelters five times
over the four years with average stays of 30 days.
The remaining 1.5%, many of them seniors, had
stayed four to five times with average stays of six
months.

As a former front line emergency shelter worker
in Victoria, Rabinovitch, a Vancouver resident, says
she finds that worrisome but not shocking. ‘I was
stunned by the number of seniors with complex
physical and mental health problems regularly
seeking refuge in emergency shelters,’ says
Rabinovitch. ‘I kept thinking that emergency
shelters aren’t supposed to become discharge plans
for hospitals that aren’t equipped to keep them
longterm.’

Rabinovitch says the data also indicates that
‘women and youth are underrepresented in this
study,’ meaning their numbers don’t adequately
reflect the extent to which they are homeless.

‘For example, it’s widely known in research,’ says
Rabinovitch, ‘that homeless women avoid
emergency shelters for fear they’re unsafe and that
their children will be apprehended, and because
they lack women’s beds.’

Rabinovitch conducted the study under the
supervision of Bernie Pauly, a scientist at UVic’s
Centre for Addictions Research and associate
professor in UVic’s School of Nursing, and Doug
McArthur, a professor and director of SFU’s Public
Policy program.

Pauly says it’s important to maintain strategies
that address the needs of different groups and make
efficient use of resources. ‘Those experiencing
temporary homelessness would benefit from rapid
re-housing, more emergency cash assistance and
rental subsidies to prevent or quickly address
homelessness,’ she says. ‘Those with reoccurring
episodes of homelessness would benefit from
programs that combine intensive supports with
housing.’

Patterns of homelessness were found to be
comparable to those in Ottawa, Toronto and Guelph
in a 2013 study. 0

Study of homeless seniors

<
Did you appreciate this article? Help
Island Tides pay for publishing the news!
Mail or phone in your contribution today.
250-216-2267. Thank you!

<Did you appreciate this article? Help Island Tides pay for publishing
it! Mail or phone in your $30 annual subscription today. Don’t
delay—be part of the Island Tides team. 250-216-2267. Thank you!
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www.vanislewater.com
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stem Experts The Water Sy
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Michel Simard International Tax Specialist
United States Canada Tax Reporting ■ Planning - Consulting
UNITED STATES CANADA TAX REPORTING SERVICE

PO Box 594
Quathiaski Cove. BC, VOP1NO

250-285-2725
1-800-330-2944

FAX:1-886-298-9429
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Friday, February 27
Pender Island Otters Swim Club AGM—All members are
encouraged to attend, and help plan for the coming year •
Poolside Room at Panorama Recreation Centre Pool • 9:30am-
12:30pm • Contact Helen Lemon-Moore [President] for more
information: otters@shaw.ca •SAANICH
Sunday, March 1
Tribute-Fundraiser: Send Sue Newman to New
York—Music, sing-along, dancing, great food • Moby’s
pub • Starts 6:30pm • Kids welcome till 9:30pm •
Donations gratefully accepted• Info: 250.537.5251 •
SALT SPRING
Sunday, March 1

Quartetto Gelato— Romantic
showpieces, pyrotechnical solos, multi-
instrument mastery, a World Accordion
Champion and gypsy showpieces •
School Auditorium • 7:30pm • Tickets
available at Talisman and Southridge or at
the door • Info: 250.629.3360 • PENDER

Saturday, March 7
Coastal Douglas-fir (CDF) biogeoclimatic zone, an area of
‘coastal rainshadow forest’ Ecosystem by Andy
MacKinnon (Research Ecologist of BC)—
Remaining CDF Zone of the Salish Sea is imperilled •
Community Hall (upstairs) • 1pm • Admission by
donation • Info: Sara, 250.629.6885 • PENDER
Saturday & Sunday, March 7 and 8
Vancouver Island Bead & Jewellery Show—For jewellery

makers and jewellery lovers;
35+ exhibitors offering gems,
beads, pearls, new products,
findings, tools, kits, artisan

jewellery, hands-on classes and inspiration galore • Main Hall,
Saanich Fairgrounds • 10am–5pm each day • Tickets online or at
the door: $10/single day, $12/ weekend • Info: tickets, class
registration, and exhibitors: www.vibjs.ca • SAANICH
Fridays and Saturdays, March 13-28
Creative Stitches and Crafting Alive! Show—over 70

educational seminars, exhibits, demos,
door prizes, free fashion stage shows •
Victoria: March 13-14, Pearkes
Recreation Centre, 3100 Tillicum Road •
Abbotsford: March 27-28, Tradex, 1190
Cornell Street • Fridays 9am–6pm •
Saturdays 9am-5pm • Admission $12 •
Info: 1.855.723.1156,

www.creativestitchesshow.com • VICTORIA, ABBOTSFORD 
Saturday, March 21

Pender Island’s Seedy Saturday—Join in the fun
and gardening enthusiasm; the theme this year is
‘succession planting’; seed swaps and sales;
plants, food, market sales; information galore;
don’t miss this event • Community Hall • 10am
to1pm • PENDER

Monday to Saturday, March 23 to 28
Body Talk Dance Workshop—Aerial work and circus
performance; facilitated by Aeriosa Aerial Dance Co and Vesta
Entertainment Circus Troupe • Romper Room Climbing Centre •
Mon-Fri: Teens, 10:00am to 2:00pm; All Ages, 5:30-8:30pm •
Saturday finale • Registeration or tickets:
www.crimsoncoastdance.org • VICTORIA

What’s On?

Single-venue (50 words):  $39.90 includes image  
Multi-venue (70 words): $50.40 includes image

Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard, please
islandtides@islandtides.com or 250.216.2267
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Ihave been a bit cavalier with the breaks in the rain we have
gotten—now when I hear the quiet on the tin roof inside I
drop everything and hustle out to get those chores done. I

know January is the wettest month—the month of wet dog
towels, dripping raincoats, forlorn chickens, the possibility of day
after day of rain, and snow drops, narcissus and fruit trees
swelling up with buds. 

Saturna Strong Start
I went down to the school yesterday to join in with the Strong
Start program. Saturna has such a batch of younglings now.
Saturna Elementary’s primary room is chockfull with blocks,
finger paints, words to live by, books and the littlest chairs and
tables. Every Thursday the kids, parents, teacher and assistant
get together for three hours. Tiny Isla, the youngest at three
months, sat in her mother’s lap taking it all in with a milk break
and diaper change. The two- and four-year-olds were
enthusiastic for anything, and kindergartener Reaghan knows
all the songs and has wonderful anecdotes about the books
being read. 

All the parents know the words to Raffi songs and most can
carry a tune. There were soft carpets, cozy sofas and a rocking
chair. A rowboat was filled with a myriad of rattles, drums and
assorted noisemakers which made a joyful sound in the kids’
hands during the weekly singing session. The kids had baked a
batch of muffins for snack time earlier with teacher Barb Ropars
and her assistant Bettianne Hayward and I left them munching
happily with calls for ‘Can we go outside?’ Children are happy
promoters of the great outdoors in all seasons.

Education on our island is a blooming and diverse
opportunity from birth to graduation. A provincial initiative,
Strong Start, or Early Learning For Families in School District
64, is in many of the Salt Spring schools and all of the outer Gulf
Islands’ schools. Saturna’s pilot project started in the fall of 2009
and has had four teachers so far. 

The program warmly welcomes parents into the school
community and reaches parents and kids together—it is not a
daycare. Anyone from birth to the age of five can join in at
anytime during the three hour session—visitors welcome. More
and more our schools and our small communities play a strong
part in our children feeling that they belong and are valued—
making them stronger and more resilient when they make
important transitions that require courage, and kinder to each
other as they are coached to be more competent in identifying
and reflecting on their own feelings and those of others. 

For first-time parents, the interest and love shown to their
children is reassuring. The kids get lots of practice in sharing,
listening and articulating their points of view. Included in the
program are many health information sessions for the parents
at meetings outside of the kids’ time. Another program, an
international one, is Roots of Empathy for primary school
children. Barb Ropars just got her certification in October and

already Hunter Money is our youngest teacher. He and his
mother, Amanda Money, are the heart of another aspect of
identifying and promoting pro-social behaviors—emotional
literacy. Amanda met with the kids, and instructor Barb Ropars
started them out observing the baby’s development. They meet
every month or so to watch Hunter and Amanda, while Barb
helps the children observe Hunter’s interactions and make
some guesses as to what he is feeling and expressing—another
way to give kids the opportunity to see themselves and others
as valuable contributors to social settings.

Forty years ago on Saturna Island we had no formal
kindergarten. By the early ’80s we had lots of kids and a
playschool at the Saturna Community Hall. Then we had very
few children and we had smaller efforts.

I hear nothing but praise for Strong Start and Roots of
Empathy from the parents, community members and teachers.
The kids are thrilled to come, parents are glad to mingle and get
the kids together with such a good facilitator, and Barb is most
enthusiastic. At the end of each session, she sends them off with
a little backpack filled with a book and a toy that they bring back
the next week and trade in for other selections and new skills
and strengths as they grow and thrive—Saturna’s children.
Islands Trustee Community Meeting

Islands Trust Trustees, Paul Brent and Lee Middleton, invited
the community to a special meeting on January 31 at the
Community Hall. Fifty people—including a baby and a primary
child—came in answer to the invitation. Considering the month
is January and the weather has been uninspiring—that was a
big turn out. The items discussed included how the Saturna
community identifies areas of interest that are legitimately
within the jurisdiction of the Trust; participates in Islands Trust
processes and decision-making; and decides what the public’s
responsibility is to be informed about the Trust and the legal
process. What about innovative ideas that are not within the
land use jurisdiction of the Trust? 

It was a sprightly two-hour meeting beginning at an eye-
opening 9am. Part of the discussion was about the majority of
people who come and don’t talk, the people who don’t come,
the people who will only write in comments—how is their input
calibrated? Saturna is a bright community with lots of Trust
experience. As one participant said, ‘I liked being invited to look
for new ways of being engaged and participating in the process.
I quit participating when the situation became heated and
negative. I would like to reengage and I am ready to try again.’

The Trustees were thanked for creating an opportunity for
the community to talk openly among themselves and with the
Trustees about how to change the process as it now exists within
the mandated guidelines of the Trust. A request was made to
have a session in which the mandate of the Islands Trust, and
the purpose of the Official Community Plan and Land Use
Bylaw, are explained. 0

Saturna Notes - Priscilla Ewbank

raised a number of sailing and wait times issues.
The new schedule shows 16 round trips most days and a late

night sailing on Fridays and Saturdays between Campbell River
and Quathiaski Cove, and 6 round trips daily to Cortes between
Heriot Bay and Whaletown.

Ferries LNG Fueling Agreement 
BC Ferries awarded a 10-year contract on February 2 to
FortisBC to supply liquefied natural gas (LNG) to fuel the three
new intermediate class vessels that are currently under
construction. The first ship is scheduled to enter service in late
2016, the second vessel by early 2017 and the third ship by mid-
2017. By the time all three ships are in service, FortisBC will be
supplying BC Ferries with 300,000 gigajoules of LNG per year,
the energy equivalent of 7.8 million litres of diesel fuel.

The LNG will be supplied from FortisBC’s Tilbury facility
located in Delta, which recently broke ground on a $400-million
expansion, and the Mount Hayes facility, located on Vancouver
Island. The Tilbury expansion will add 1.1 million gigajoules of
LNG storage and approximately 34,000 gigajoules of
liquefaction capacity per day. 

BC Ferries’ vessels will be fuelled in the traditional manner
in which BC Ferries takes on diesel fuel, with trucks making
deliveries to the vessels during non-operational periods.
Malahat Improvements Completed

The Malahat Safety Improvement Project finished ahead of
schedule, and is already providing a safer drive for the more
than 22,000 motorists who use the highway every day,
announced Transportation and Infrastructure Minister Todd
Stone.

The $15-million project involved widening 2.3 kilometres of
Highway Nº1 from Shawnigan Lake Road to the summit to
accommodate a new median barrier. Now, the median barrier
extends over more than half of the Malahat corridor.

Work also included improving the Whittaker Road/Holker
Place intersection, lengthening the southbound passing lane by
one kilometre and the northbound passing lane by 400 metres,
building U-turn locations, and providing better access to and
from the Summit Rest Area.

The Malahat Summit Rest Area has been re-opened,
featuring additional parking and lighting, as well as a
northbound acceleration lane leaving the rest area. 0
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VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS
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*Proof of income is required. For example, a family of four with an annual household income under $57,200 would be 
eligible for the program. Products installed depend on the individual characteristics of the home and other program criteria. 
Only BC Hydro electrically-heated or FortisBC gas-heated single family houses, townhouses and duplexes are eligible for 
insulation upgrades and gas furnace replacements. Furnace replacement is only available to FortisBC gas customers that 
meet FortisBC’s consumption threshold. Visit bchydro.com/ecap for full eligibility details. O�er subject to change.

44
65

We’re working together to help BC save energy.

BC Hydro and FortisBC’s FREE Energy 
Conservation Assistance Program  
coming to the Gulf Islands this Spring! 
Apply by March 28 to participate.

The Energy Conservation Assistance Program (ECAP) provides FREE home  
energy assessments and no-cost installation of energy-saving products for 
BC Hydro residential customers who live in a house, townhouse or mobile home, 
and meet the income requirement*.

Products installed may include: 
• Energy-saving light bulbs 
• Door weatherstripping 
• High-e�ciency showerheads

Some homes may even qualify for an ENERGY STAR® fridge, insulation in walls, 
attics and/or crawlspaces, and a high-e�ciency gas furnace.

Find out more at bchydro.com/ecap  
or call 1 877 806 3242. 
Use Promo Code: GULF

  
    

       

If you already get an Island Tides in your mailbox, your $30 annual voluntary
subscription makes a big difference—more photos and more pages of news. Please
mail your sub today or phone 250-216-2267 with your credit card. Thank you! 

LAND ACT: 
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF
CROWN LAND

Take notice that Martin Allan
Swan and Janice Louise
Teeporten Swan have applied
to Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
(MFLNRO), West Coast Region
for aPrivate Moorage - Specific
Permission for Private
Moorage situated on Provincial
Crown land located at Site
location/vincinity of Montague
Harbour, Galiano Island, BC.
The Lands File Number that
has been established for this
application is File #1406453.
Written comments concerning
this application should be
directed to the Section Head,
Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations at
142–2080 Labieux Rd,
Nanaimo, BC, V9T 6J9, or
emailed to: Authorizing
Agency.Nanaimo@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by
MFLNRO until March 8, 2015.
MFLNRO may not be able to
consider comments received
after this date. 
Please visit our website:
http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/Applicati
onPosting/index.jsp for more
information. 
Be advised that any response to
this advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information, contact
the Freedom of Information
Advisor at the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations regional
office in Nanaimo.

www.beaconcs.ca

Join Our Team

Community Health Workers

Casual Community Health Workers 
needed to provide personal care for the 
Southern Gulf Islands, particularly on 
Mayne Island & Galiano Island.

Required Quali�cations:

Certi�cate; or 1 year nursing education.

hiring process.

and compensated.

We are especially interested in evening 

Starting wage: $18.95/hr + 9.6% in 
lieu of bene�ts

Please submit your resume, with 
your hours of work availability to 
hr@beaconcs.ca  or:

Fax: 250-361-8720;  Mail:

2723 Quadra Street

This bill gives CSIS the power to do anything. (Okay, not
anything. It specifically says CSIS cannot directly kill or harm
people or ‘violate the sexual integrity of an individual’, but
otherwise, CSIS will have a vague set of sweeping powers).

CSIS will be able to conduct any operation it thinks is in the
interests of protecting the security of Canada. The definition of
‘undermining the security of Canada’ is more a list of suggestions than
a definition, using the word ‘including’ before listing nine types of
threats. Using ‘including’ as the heading leaves open the possibility
that CSIS may think something else should have been on that list. 

Most listed activities are already illegal, such as treason,
espionage, causing serious harm, etc. To this is added
‘interference with critical infrastructure’, raising legitimate
concerns that the bill is targeted at First Nations and
environmental groups opposing pipelines. 

There is a caveat in the Act: ‘For greater certainty, it does not
include lawful advocacy, protest, dissent and artistic expression.’
I have now twice asked the public safety and justice ministers
in Question Period to clarify if the Actwill apply to non-lawful,
non-violent civil disobedience, such as blockading along a
pipeline route. Neither Stephen Blaney nor Peter MacKay
would provide that assurance.

This act could apply to Rosa Parks sitting in the ‘Whites Only’
section of the bus. It could apply to anyone who talked with her
about it ahead of time. It could also have applied to journalists
who wrote that she should be commended for breaking the law.

Vague Powers
The vaguest of those things that undermine the security of
Canada reads:

‘Interference with the capability of the Government of Canada
in relation to intelligence, defence, border operations, public
safety, the administration of justice, diplomatic or consular
relations or the economic or financial stability of Canada.’

That list of vague activities has the same status as terrorism
in launching CSIS operatives into a murky jurisdiction with
powers to ‘take measures, within or outside Canada, to reduce
the threat.’ So: Saudi Arabia pumping out enough oil to cause
the dropping price? Global currency speculators? Judges’
decisions the PM doesn’t like? 

Calling this section vague is an understatement—and CSIS only
needs to go before a judge for a warrant in cases where it decided for
itself that its actions will violate the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
In which case, it goes to a judge for a secretwarrant process. The
warrant can allow break-and-enter to take anything and to install
anything—a secret police at the PM’s beck and call. 

It’s not enough to call for better ‘citizen oversight’ as one
opposition party urges. And it is certainly an act of egregious
cowardice for the other opposition party to support this bill. 

It is trite to say that when we surrender our freedoms, the
terrorists win. Even to level that charge at this bill is to fall into
the Harper trap of making this bill about terrorism. It’s not. It’s
about creating a secret police. It’s the death of freedom. 0

BILL C-51 from page 3

The Site C Dam, a proposed hydroelectric
project located on the Peace River near Fort
St John, was approved for construction by

the BC Provincial Cabinet on December 16. But the
$8.8 billion project has met with opposition from
local political leaders, residents, and economists.
BCHydro estimates that it would provide 1,100
megawatts (MW) of capacity, and produce around
5,100 gigawatt hours (GWh) of electricity each year.
However, questions are being raised about the need
for and economics of the dam.

Is Site C Needed?
According to BCHydro’s estimates, energy demand
in BC will grow by 40% over the next 20 years,
leaving the province short of power. The ‘Load
Forecast’ that is introduced in BCHydro’s August
2013 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP), factors in such
variables as electric vehicles and residential growth,
but also takes into account expansion in mining, oil
and gas activities, and liquified natural gas (LNG). 

BCHydro’s current estimate ‘suggests the LNG
industry could need in the range of 800 to 6,600
GWh/year (100 to 800 MW), with an expected LNG
load of approximately 3,000 GWh/year’.
Furthermore, the IPR reads ‘BCHydro and the BC
Government have been working with LNG
proponents on options for meeting all or some of the
energy needs of proposed LNG plants with power
from the BCHydro system.’
A Subsidy For LNG & Mining?

The estimated increases in the Load Forecast caused
by proposed LNG terminals and growth in the
resource extraction industry have led some to believe
that the Site C Dam is not being planned to help
supply energy to British Columbians, but to power
LNG and mining. Since BCHydro’s industrial power
rate is considerably lower than the cost of the Site C
Dam, this could represent a giant subsidy for the
extractive industries.

BCUC Left Out
The provincial environmental review recommended
that the need for the Site C Dam be investigated by
the BC Utilities Commission, concluding that ‘the

proponent has not fully demonstrated the need for
the project on the timetable set forth.’ BCUC,
however, was barred from any such review under
Gordon Campbells’ legislation, and Christy Clark’s
government has stuck to that position. Under the
mounting pressure to conserve energy, some trends
have shown that our energy demand is actually
stabilizing, and that there is therefore no need to
increase power production in such a dramatic way.

A Skyrocketing Budget
If we ignore the question of whether or not Site C is
needed and assume that a 40% increase in power
demand is ahead of us, we are brought to another
issue. Would a large-scale hydro project be the way
to go? The Site C dam is expected to be the most
expensive public project in the history of BC. It was
estimated to cost $7.9 billion in 2011, but that cost
has since grown by nearly a billion and shows no
signs of halting its ascent. BCHydro has a somewhat
shaky track record when it comes to cost estimates.
The budget for the Northwest Transmission Line,
completed this July, skyrocketed from an initial
$404 million to $561 million, before ending with a
cost of $736 million. The International Commission
on Dams estimates that the cost of dams is on
average 50% over budget.
Alternative Power Sources

Alternatives to Site C have been suggested as more
economic ways to generate the ‘needed’ power. A
combination of geothermal, wind, gas turbines, and
existing dams could work to produce the energy at a
cheaper cost. In November, the Canadian Geothermal
Energy Association released a report which stated that
geothermal has the potential to generate similar
amounts of power to Site C while costing less and
having a smaller environmental footprint. 

Construction also commenced recently on the
Meikle Wind Energy Project, which will utilize 61
wind turbines to provide 185 megawatts of capacity.

Minister of Energy and Mines Bill Bennett was
quoted in October as saying that there were three
options for generating ‘needed’ power: Site C, wind
energy from independent producers, or natural gas.

Natural gas, the Minister explained, would be
marginally cheaper but would require a change in
BC’s Clean Energy Act, which states that 93% of
BC’s energy needs to be cleanly produced.

Site C Timeline
The construction of Site C is planned to begin this
summer—though the six legal challenges aimed at it
might slow progress down—and finish in 2024. Its
completion date falls short of the timeframe for
BCHydro’s estimated 40% increase in power
demand, and the environmental review panel for the
Site C dam stated that the province’s energy supply
is not likely to be maxed out until 2028. If this is the
case, the energy that is produced by the dam may
not be needed during the first years of its operation,
and BCHydro may actually lose money on the
project during that time. Some people have
suggested that the dam construction could be put off
for another five years with no ill effects or future
power shortages. So why then is the BC government
pushing for the construction to begin this summer? 

BC’s Credit Rating
The BC Liberal government has previously made it
clear that its priority is on maintaining BC’s triple-A
credit rating and managing debt. By the end of the
current fiscal year, however, the rising debt total is
expected to reach nearly $64 billion. Adding the
weight of the Site C to this sum might prove to be
disasterous for BC’s credit rating.

Credit rating organizations look at all of the
province’s borrowing, including Crown
corporations, to evaluate its credit. The rating acts as
an evaluation of a borrower’s ability to pay interest
and repay principal. The worse the rating gets, the
higher the interest the province has to pay on all of
its borrowing. There is concern Site C’s $8.8 billion
price tag may add to BC’s already heavy debt load
and damage the province’s rating.
In the next part of this article, we will look at
environmental effects of Site C, violations to First
Nation treaty rights, and the possibility of seismic
activity created by the dam.0
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report: ‘From the beginning, dam raising proceeded
incrementally, one year at a time, driven by impoundment
storage requirements for only the next year ahead.’

The history of the Mount Polley Mine also suggests that, as
the mine operation was extended, the quantity of tailings
increased at rates considerably greater than had been
anticipated when the dam was designed, possibly because there
was more water than expected. 

The review panel also characterized work to reinforce the
dam with buttresses as typically ‘too little, too late.’ Further
reinforcements were under way when the dam failed. Also,
instrumentation designed to monitor the pressures on the dam
was uneven and unreliable, and often damaged by construction
work.

The dam began in 1996 at an initial height of 927 metres. By
August of 2014, 18 years later, it was 967.5m high and in the
process of being raised another 2.5m. Plans to build it to 972.5m
in 2015 were being reviewed for approval. The tailings pond was
4km square when the dam broke. 
Government Inspections & Cutbacks

The review panel found that ‘inspections of the tailings pond
dam would not have prevented failure’. They added that ‘no
amount of inspection can discover a hidden flaw’. This begs the
question: ‘What is the value of an inspection if it does not
discover flaws?’

Did the company assume that meeting the requirements of
government inspections meant that the tailings pond dam
design was sound? And would the discovery of a flaw in the
tailings pond foundation have meant that the production of the
mine would have had to be cut back?

The report emphasizes repeatedly that ‘The
regulator is not the designer.’ So there are no
answers to these questions.

The flaw in the foundation in the area
where the failure occurred was not
investigated at the time of original design,
and apparently never questioned
afterwards, either by the company’s
engineers or the provincial inspectors, with
one recorded exception. A July 2007 inspection
did raise issues which may have been relevant to the
strength of the dam at that time. The inspector flagged the
possible shear strength of the lacustrine layer (recorded in a
single well-log during initial exploration of the dam site), and
the need to move the Factor of Safety from 1.3 to 1.5. The
Engineer of Record at the time responded to these queries,
apparently to the inspector’s satisfaction.

For the last 14 years, the BC government has been cutting
back mine inspections drastically. There were 2,021 inspections
across BC in 2001. That number dropped to 1,496 the next year
and continued to fall until 2004, when it hit a decade low of only
399. After that it climbed back to more reasonable numbers.
1,163 inspections were recorded in 2012, the most recent year
with available data.

According to the Mount Polley Independent Review Panel,
Mount Polley was not inspected by the government at all
between 2009 and 2011. This, they said, ‘was immaterial to the
failure because there were no precursors that could have been
detected, even on the eve of the breach’.

Missing Documents
The review panel’s 150-page report came with 847 supporting
documents. Over 100 of these, however, have been withheld,
and others have had sections modified or deleted. The BC

Ministry of Energy and Mines and the Ministry of Environment
directed the review panel to remove these documents from their
report so that no other in-progress investigations were
compromised, and to ensure that the Panel complied with the
privacy protection provisions of the Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIPPA).

The BC government ordered the exclusion of six out of seven
of the documents produced by BGC Engineering, the firm that
was hired in 2013 by Imperial Metals, the mine operater, to
supervise the 2014 increase in the height of the dam. Among
the missing documents is BGC’s final report, detailing the firm’s
recommendations for stabilizing the dam in the long term. 

There are also missing emails, memos, reports, letters and
photos from AMEC (Mount Polley’s second Engineer of
Record), Knight Piesold (first Engineer of Record), the Ministry
of Mines, and Mount Polley Mining Corporation. The BC Tap
Water Alliance has compiled a list of all missing documents,
which can be found at www.bctwa.org/MtPolley-
Backgrounder-Feb1-2015.pdf. It is possible that the missing
documents may provide further explanations of the original
design considerations, the anticipated eventual capacity of the
tailings pond, and of engineering considerations expressed
during the years of its operation and expansion.

Police Search Warrant
Police acted on search warrants at the Mount Polley Mine head
office on February 3, on behalf of the BC Conservation Officer
Service. The service, one of the agencies still in the process of
conducting investigations on the dam collapse, is an independent
law-enforcement body with the power to recommend charges
when warranted to provincial Crown Counsel.

Vice-president of corporate affairs for Imperial Metals, Steve
Robertson, said that the search was not surprising. ‘We

didn’t know when it was coming, but we were certainly
expecting it to happen,’ he stated. It is not clear what

police were looking for.
Panel Recommendations

So what can we be sure of? According to the review
panel, mining practices need to change. They

recommended steps that the government and
industry should take to improve mining and tailings

dam practices and stated that they ‘firmly reject any
notion that business as usual can continue.’ The failure rate

needs to be brought to zero, they concluded. Incremental
changes will not be sufficient.

Among the recommendations, the review panel says that
best available technologies need to be implemented. Currently,
economic factors have stopped mines from adopting the
available technologies, such as filtered tailings facilities, that are
crucial to moving towards zero failure. 

A change in corporate governance is also important.
Corporations proposing to operate a tailings storage facility
should be required to be a member of the Mining Association
of Canada (a task force established in 1996 to promote safe,
environmentally responsible management of tailings and mine
waste) or to take part in a similar program. The review panel
also recommended the creation of an Independent Tailings
Review Board for each tailings facility.

More detailed and comprehensive permit applications
should be required, inspections should increase, guidelines for
site characterization should be developed, and safety guidelines
should be improved.

In short, tailings dams need to be better designed, better
constructed, better regulated and better managed. 

Written with contributions from Patrick Brown. 0
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,

surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health

Authority approvals

Serving The Gulf Islands & BC since 1988
info@watertiger.net  TF: 1-855-777-1220
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WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

MOUNT POLLEY from page 1

EV Charger Incentives
Salt Spring’s CRD Director Wayne McIntyre has announced a new
rebate program to assist local Bed&Breakfast owners to provide
Electric Vehicle charging facilities for their guests. The program
provides a cash subsidy of up to $250 to a limited number of Salt
Spring Island B&Bs on completion of the purchase and installation
of a certified Electric Vehicle Level 2 charger. 

Electric Vehicles are becoming more common and many off-
island licence plates were observed last year at the ArtSpring
EV charging location. EV ownership is increasing, with over 20
being purchased on Salt Spring last year alone. Promoting Salt
Spring Island as an EV-friendly tourist destination supports the
local economy and a healthier environment, says Transition Salt
Spring (TSS), a local environmentally focused organization.

This program was initiated and is being administered by TSS
and has the support of the Chamber of Commerce. For more
information, go to www.transitionsaltspring.ning.com.

Input To Family Housing Sought
Salt Spring Island Community Services will spend a month
collecting detailed information about local family composition,
income and housing needs to inform the planning for their new
affordable housing development on Salt Spring. The
information is needed to fill the gap in available data from other
official sources, since the long form census was discontinued
and there has been no other recent detailed studies done.

The organization owns a five acre site on Bishop’s Walk in
Ganges that will eventually be developed with up to 24 units of
affordable housing. The units may be rental or ownership, with
several innovative models currently being explored including a
community land trust approach and rent-to-own purchasing. The
survey is 100% anonymous. For more information go to

www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca.
Heartwood First Nation Arts Classes

Pender’s Heartwood Folk School is running two sets of classes
in February. The first, on February 21, is instruction in First
Nations Basketry, taught by Tsawout Elder Roberta Skookales
Pelkey. The lessons are an introduction to Cedar Bark Weaving,
and a Introduction to Pine Needle Basketry.

On February 28, Heartwood is running a class on Coast
Salish knitting. The lesson is taught by Sylvia Olsen of the
Tsartlip Nation. Sylvia will also be releasing her new book
Knitting Stories that day. 
Campbell River Smart Meter Petition

A petition was started by Holly Bliss, of Campbell River,
concerning BCHydro’s use of smart meters. The meters, Bliss
says, are causing bills to skyrocket. There are many reports of
people leaving their homes for weeks and using zero electricity—
only to be charged the same amount as normal. Furthermore,
Bliss continues, BCHydro is currently not accountable for house
fires caused by defective smart meters.

The signature had over 2,000 signatures at time of press.
For more info, go to www.thepetitionsite.com/321/151/556/bc-
hydro-is-hurting-our-people/.

March Islands Trust Council
The Islands Trust Council will hold its next quarterly business
meeting March 10-12 on Gabriola Island. The meeting will
include a town hall session, in which the public is encouraged
to participate. The session will be held Wednesday, March 11,
and will begin at 9:30am. 

Trust Council Sessions will also include: 2015-16 budget,
community planning 101, and working with First Nations. 0
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Grace Islet is a victory for protecting indigenous grave sites, but
work remains.

The islet rests just a few metres off the shore of Salt Spring
Island. Formerly part of an ancient village known in the
Hul’qumi’num languages as Shiyahwt, its harbour was a hub
for aboriginal fishing families from all over the Gulf Islands,
eastern Vancouver Island and the Fraser River. The white shell
middens ringing the islet point to thousands of years of human
settlement.

Grace Islet is referred to as shmukw’elu (a Hul’qumi’num
word roughly equivalent to ‘graveyard’) because of burial
grounds located there. When word got out last spring of a site
alteration permit application for a private home on the islet,
First Nations leaders decided that this time they would not bow.

‘We are tired of moving our bones. We do not want to rebury
the dead,’ said Luschiim, a Cowichan elder.

Paddling Together
Luschiim’s words resonated with islanders. Public meetings
grew into solidarity gatherings, coalescing under the leadership
of Joe Akerman, a resident of Salt Spring Island with mixed
Cowichan and settler heritage. As building crews began
delivering cement and lumber to the construction site on the
shmukw’elu, Akerman set out in his kayak, circling the islet
three times a day in an act of witness and defiance. First he
paddled alone, but as people heard the sound of his drum
echoing over the harbour, and watched the construction
continue over the protests of First Nations, they joined him on
the water.

Grace Islet became more than just a line drawn in the sand.
For islanders of aboriginal and non-aboriginal descent, it
became an opportunity to find a way to repair the damage of
generations of colonialism.

Throughout the summer, Akerman led hundreds of people
in kayaks, canoes and rowboats. Part protest, part prayer, the
paddles and solidarity gatherings showed a commitment to
honour First Nations culture.

‘I cannot even fathom the double standards that exist,’ said
islander Briony Penn, who joined others on the water to protect
Grace Islet. ‘We’re in this long, messy process of decolonization,’
she added. ‘It damages the psyche of people when you
continually live with these kinds of inequities.’

Calling For Equal Respect
During the ‘Great Land Grab’ of the 1880s, Shiyahwt’s
inhabitants were moved off the island and onto reserves
following land grants to settlers. It was a process of land
appropriation carried out without treaty or compensation,
which was illegal even at the time.

Robert Morales is a negotiator with the Hul’quimi’num
Treaty Group, which includes the Cowichan, Chemainus,
Penelakut, Lyackson, Halalt and Lake Cowichan First Nations.
‘Lands that had been owned and managed for centuries by
Hul’qumi’num families and communities were suddenly off-
limits,’ he explained.

Ever since, First Nations have endured a succession of losses.
‘Year after year, defeat after defeat, First Nations have been
forced to accept a fate of compromise of culture and beliefs that
is and never has been truly acceptable to elders and knowledge
keepers,’ said Akerman. At what is now Poets’ Cove (then
Bedwell Harbour Resort) on South Pender Island, after years
of wrangling, elders were compelled to sift soil and rebury their
ancestors’ bones; new resort builders had excavated ancient
material during construction that included human remains. 

At Walker Hook on Salt Spring Island, to make way for a fish
farm, elders sifted through graves, salvaging what dignity they
could for their ancestors.

‘Amongst our people, our connection to the ancestors is very
central to the culture,’ said Morales. ‘Just as in European
culture, there are beliefs which impact the law. We have the
Cemetery Act in BC, for instance, that is a settler law with a
spirituality piece to it. With respect to our own burials, First
Nations are saying that we deserve the same respect. We want
equal treatment.’

Playing At Theatre
From the moment the first excavator blade hit the ground on
Grace Islet, it was clear that neither the owner nor the province
intended to abide by the terms of the permit or the Heritage
Conservation Act.

The result of government consultation with First Nations
was, reportedly, a classic piece of colonial theatre. Steve

Thomson, the Minister of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations, repeatedly spoke of the need to strike a ‘balance’,
which apparently included allowing construction to go ahead
while giving the graves a two-meter buffer zone. The cairns were
placed in protective plywood boxes, and likewise the
government attempted to hide First Nations’ concerns from
public view. Chief Don Tom of the Tsartlip First Nation called
the government’s compromise an ‘insult and a complete denial
of the existence of our ancestors.’

Salt Spring islanders responded with equally theatrical
tactics. Akerman and Penn erected a makeshift ‘house’ over
Penn’s great-grandparents’ graves in Ross Bay Cemetery in
Victoria. Similar actions in cemeteries around BC and beyond
followed, and people posted photos captioned with the hashtag
#NoHouseHere.

As construction proceeded in the summer, First Nations and
independent archaeologists collected evidence that showed
cement walls bisecting cairns, graves enclosed in cement,
gravestones shoved into piles and grave protection boxes
sprayed with graffiti. Under the Heritage Conservation Act
such violations can result in the revocation of a permit, yet the
government did nothing to intervene. MLA Gary Holman, who
joined the protests, told the Legislature, ‘Our current legislation
is supposed to protect these sites, but it’s clear that political will
is needed to make these laws effective.’

The owner of Grace Islet, Barry Slawsky, wrote in the
VictoriaTimes Colonistof his ‘determination to be respectful of
First Nations.’ Yet he refused to allow cultural workers to visit
graves, ignored requests to meet with First Nations and denied
that the site was even a cemetery.

In response, Chief Don Tom delivered a stop-work order,
issued by Coast Salish First Nations, to the construction site.
Slawsky promptly launched a lawsuit against Chief Don Tom,
also naming several elders, MLA Holman, and Victoria City
Councillor Ben Isitt, all of whom had stepped peacefully onto
the islet as part of a protest.

Turning The Tide
Local First Nations were reluctant to take on a costly and
protracted legal battle, but the Supreme Court ruling affirming
the Tsilhqot’in’s aboriginal rights and title to their traditional
territories offered a glimmer of hope. In December 2014, the
Cowichan First Nation launched a civil suit against BC, arguing
that the government decision to allow private ownership of
Grace Islet in the early 1900s was unlawful. ‘The spectre of First
Nations actually having rights with respect to private land was
very troubling for government,’ says Holman.

The province’s reaction was swift, says Cowichan Chief
William Seymour. ‘The papers went out, and it was within the
next two days that I got a call from the minister, saying he had
a mandate from the premier to act.’

In January, after seven months of construction and years of
frustrated negotiations, the BC government announced it would
partner with local First Nations and the Nature Conservancy of

Canada to purchase Grace Islet and manage it jointly.
‘Without the insistence of the public to deal with these double

standards with regards to cemeteries, our success in stopping
the desecration would not be possible,’ says Akerman.

Protecting The Sacred With
Strengthened Legislation

The Grace Islet victory is tempered by unresolved questions.
Until the government demonstrates it is willing to create a
process for dealing with ancestral burial grounds, Chief William
Seymour is not ready to drop the Cowichan Nation’s case. ‘Once
the government and First Nations and The Nature Conservancy
have all agreed that everything has been dealt with and there
are no problems, at that point we’ll pull that civil claim,’ he says.

Saanich North & The Islands MLA Holman thinks the
Cowichan Nation should pursue the case. ‘We may have
resolved Grace Islet, but the issue still remains. There are sites
all over the place that need to be addressed, and I don’t think
First Nations should be giving up any levers they have.’

Esquimalt-Royal Roads MLA Maurine Karagianis has
introduced a bill patterned on work in Australia and New
Zealand that brings to the fore the cultural importance of burial
sites. ‘There’s a desperate need for tools to help First Nations
communities and those affected as they go about their business.
The issue that has arisen here around Grace Islet is really just a
further stage of non-First Nations communities’ indifference to
primal and ancestral burial grounds,’ she said.

‘The Heritage Act, as it’s currently written, has no teeth
whatsoever. It has no ability to enforce any kind of protection.
There would need to be some kind of funding component in
order to successfully provide more protection,’ said Karagianis.
Going forward, there is no shortage of policy guidance. In the
United States, the federal Native American Graves Protection
and Repatriation Act, enacted in 1990, includes a framework
for repatriation of remains and cultural objects.

‘In the longer term it is essential that we develop legislation
that will protect First Nations cultural sites, not for their heritage
qualities or for their scientific value but for their inherent
cultural value,’ said Akerman. ‘First Nations people are not
relics. We are a resilient living and breathing culture with strong
spiritual and cultural links to our ancestors.’

The legal snowball forming in the wake of Grace Islet is
rolling along, gaining size and speed on its way to the front steps
of the Legislature. Along the way, settler communities are
awakening to the many atrocities of the past, and learning how
to move forward in solidarity with indigenous people. 0
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Let the ancestors rest in peace - Andrea Palframan
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Boats circle Grace Islet.


