
Every Second
Thursday

& Online ‘24/7’ at
islandtides.comConnecting the Islands of the Salish Sea Archipelago for 23 years

Gulf Islands

Volume 24  Number 3 February 9, 2012                                              $2 at Selected Retailers

is at these SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Campbell River—Willow Point Village

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre Sidney—Beacon Avenue 

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Canadian Publications Mail Product
Sales Agreement Nº 40020421

Photo: Torsten Hranchuk

Keeping a watch out for herring. A Great Blue Heron, with unique reddish plumage, hunkers down in the winter wind. It is unclear whether
the colour variation is caused by environmental or genetic factors.

The Islands Trust has been offered up to $250,000
from Canada’s Gas Tax Fund to undertake a public
review of its Policy Statement, a document which

lays the foundation for all the principles, decisions and
policies for preserving and protecting the unique amenities
and environment of the Islands Trust Area.
Linda Adams, Chief Administrative Officer commented

that the Islands Trust is delighted with the offer and Trust
Council  will decide at its next quarterly meeting whether to
proceed with the review project. ‘This would be a substantial
undertaking requiring significant commitment from
trustees, staff and islanders. The process would involve
extensive community consultation and is expected to take
up to three years to complete.’ 
Adams added that staff will present a range of costs and

ways of doing the review for Trust Council’s consideration
at its March 6-8 meeting on Gabriola Island, in concert with
its deliberations on the 2012-2013 budget.
The Policy Statement was adopted in 1994 and there

have been few changes since then. It spells out policies

under three main goals: environmental protection, resource
stewardship and sustainable communities. Bylaws adopted
by local trust committees and island municipalities must be
consistent with the Policy Statement.
‘Since the Policy Statement was adopted, communities

have changed, new issues and challenges have emerged and
a review of the Policy Statement is overdue,’ said Sheila
Malcolmson, Chair of the Islands Trust Council. ‘The
previous Trust Council applied for the funding to help with
the high cost of going to every Local Trust Area to hear from
today’s islanders about what it means to ‘preserve and
protect’. We knew when we applied for the funding that it
was up to the new Trust Council to decide whether to
proceed.’
Canada’s Gas Tax Fund supports a range of local

infrastructure priorities, including projects that help
communities develop Integrated Community Sustainability
Plans. The Islands Trust is among 22 local and regional
governments in British Columbia awarded Gas Tax funding
for strategic planning projects. 0

Funding available for Trust Policy review

March Trust Council meeting on Gabriola Island

Islands Trust Council will hold its next quarterly
business meeting March 6-8 at the Haven on Gabriola
Island. Trust Council Sessions will include: a Riparian

Areas Regulation  presentation from the Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations,  and discussion of
the 2012-2013 budget.

Trust Council invites members of the public to
participate in a town hall session at 11am on Wednesday,
March 7. A formal delegation to Council on topics relevant
to the Islands Trust’s work needs an appointment through
the Islands Trust office prior to the meeting. The application
deadline for delegations is February 16. 0

Ferry Commissioner rejects
BC’s Coastal Ferry Act
principles ~ Patrick Brown
‘We can find no other examples where the primary
responsibility of the regulator is to put the interests of a
monopoly operator before those of the public.’
This key sentence is buried deep within the BC Ferry

Commission’s report on the Coastal Ferry Act, but its
meaning is unmistakable: the regulatory principles set out
in the government’s legislation are unworkable. 
Commissioner Gordon Macatee an d Deputy

Commissioner Sheldon Stoilen, in their 87-page report
presented to Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure
Blair Lekstrom on January 24, have stated clearly that the
Act’s ‘price cap’ fare-setting procedure has led to a ‘tipping
point’ where increasing ferry fares have reduced traffic,
damaged the communities served, and can no longer
sustain the corporation.
The terms of reference of the ‘Review of the Coastal Ferry

Act’, mandated by last year’s Bill 14, were to review the Act
‘as it relates to the regulation of ferry operators’. Bill 14had
the stated objective of seeking to balance the interests of
ferry users with the financial sustainability of BC Ferries
Services Inc (BCFS), the operator created by the Coastal
Ferry Act.

FERRY REVIEW, please turn to page 2
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Durable dock systems for
exposed locations
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY
Volunteer Board Members: What You Need to Know
Tuesday, February 28, 7-10 pm
Portlock Park Portable Room, Salt Spring Island
Fee: $20.00 - Registration Deadline: February 24

FINANCIAL WORKSHOPS 2012
Volunteers & Board Members of  Non-Profit Organizations
Vital Financial Information All Charities Should Know

REGISTRATION forms at www.crd.bc.ca/ssiparc or the PARC office. Fee
must be included; payments accepted by cash, cheque, debit, or credit
card. INFORMATION: 250-537-4448, ssiparc@crd.bc.ca.

Range of the Review
The Commissioners go well beyond recommending
fundamental changes to the Coastal Ferry Act. They focus
on the affordability of past, present, and future fare
increases, resulting in a recommendation
that the government commit to limiting
future fare increases to the rate of
inflation, anticipated to be around
2%. The Province, they say, ‘should
consider an increase in subsidies,
together with other initiatives’.
They then go on to comment on

the need for a long term ‘vision’ for
ferry service needs, the return of cross-
subsidization between the major, northern
and minor route groups, the use of the
reservation system to optimize traffic forecasting and vessel
utilization, the end of the ‘user pay’ principle, a more
extensive review of capital expenditure plans, extension of
fuel cost deferral accounts, a greater role for the Ferry
Commission in planning and route strategy, and more
options for dealing with ‘extraordinary situations’.
The Commissioners have not, however, recommended

that the Ferries be returned to operation by a Crown
Corporation. Instead, their recommendations lead to
increased government subsidies and stronger regulation of
the existing ‘private’ government-owned corporation.

Legislative Changes
In the Report, the Commissioners recommend that the
Coastal Ferry Act principles be simplified and changed, as
follows:
[1] The primary responsibility of the Commissioner
should be to protect the interests of ferry users and the
taxpayer. The term ‘ferry user’ should be interpreted
broadly to include ferry customers, their families,
ferry dependent communities and businesses that
depend on ferry services to be affordable and
reliable.
[2] The secondary responsibility of the

Commissioner is to protect the ongoing financial
sustainability of the ferry operator by encouraging the

ferry operator to: operate efficiently; take a commercial
approach; be innovative; and minimize its operating
expenses.
[3] The Commissioner should also have the authority to

determine the respective interests of the ferry users, the
taxpayers and the ferry operator and how best to balance
those interests.
[4] The principle of elimination of cross-subsidization

from the major routes to other routes should be removed
from the Act. Future price caps should be set at one level for
all routes or all route groups as may be established by the
Commissioner.
[5] The principle of a greater reliance on a user-pay

system should be removed from the Act.
These recommendations clearly redress the balance in

favour of management to serve ferry users, and, given the
broad definition of ‘user’, make the Commission responsible
for the ‘public interest’.

FERRY REVIEW from page 1

‘We can find no
other examples where

the primary responsibility
of the regulator is to put

the interests of a
monopoly operator
before those of the

public.’

Pat Lapcevic, BC Govt: Well management/protection and
groundwater legislation/regulations.

Dr Alan Gilchrist: VIU: Groundwater vulnerability mapping.
Dr Diana Allen, SFU: Climate change impacts.
Erwin Dyck, VIHA: Public health considerations.
Rick Gilleland: SSI well monitoring network project.
Hugh Greenwood: Proposed SSI hydrogeology study.

GROUNDWATER WORKSHOP

Attendance by registration only 
Deadline: February 15
Information & Registration:
Peter Lamb
plamb@imagen.ca, 250-537-4859

Tuesday, February 28
10:00am–3:30pm

The SSI Water Council is hosting a one-day workshop to address current and future
issues for groundwater supply and quality on Salt Spring Island. 

FERRY REVIEW, please turn to next page 

Commentary by Maude Barlow and Paul Moist
Failing to safeguard resource shows
private firms our water is on offer 
European trade negotiators were in Ottawa the first

week in February to continue talks with their
Canadian counterparts toward a Comprehensive

Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA). According to
most accounts, the negotiations are winding down with
differences in only a few areas. 
One area where Canada and the EU differ—but not

necessarily disagree—is on how water services should be
treated. Where European member states want CETA to
protect their policy when it comes to water, Canada is
seeking no such protection. It’s a case of European private
water giants having their cake and eating it too.
In Davos at the World Economic Forum last month,

Prime Minister Harper repeated his desire to have a deal
in place by the end of the year. On January 25, Canada’s
services and investment offers at CETA negotiations were
leaked by a Quebec network critical of Harper’s free trade
agenda. These documents list sectors and policies that
Canadian governments would like to protect from any
investors’ right challenging public policies that interfere
with profits.
The Canadian Union of Public Employees and the

Council of Canadians immediately noted with great
concern that no province or territory has safeguarded
water services (drinking water and wastewater) from their
initial offers. This underscores that access to Canadian
water and wastewater services is a key incentive for the EU
in CETA negotiations—as explained in Council of
Canadians’ 2010 report, Public Water for Sale: How
Canada Will Privatize our Public Water Systems.
Not excluding water services from the CETA tells private

water firms that Canada is open for business. The EU deal as
proposed would lock in existing privatization and encourage
further commercialization of water and wastewater services.

Trade rules will complicate water sector regulation and make
returning privatized water systems to public hands
prohibitively expensive.
Fail To Protect Water, And Pay Twice
This is not a theoretical discussion. We can look to Argentina
for examples of investor protection at work. In response to
Argentine attempts to control the cost of private water
concessions, Suez, Agbar, and other European water
companies are claiming $1.2 billion in damages under
bilateral investment treaties.
In August 2007, the International Center for the

Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) ruled in favour of
a Veolia subsidiary, Compañía de Aguas del Aconquija, in
another private water-related dispute, awarding the firm
$105 million in damages.
So, governments pay twice under trade deals in which

water is not excluded: first through privatizations gone
wrong, and then again through fines handed out by
investment arbitrators.
The EU and its member states seem to understand these

problems better than Canada. The EU Commission is
proposing to reserve the right ‘to adopt or maintain any
measure at any level of government with respect to services
relating to the collection, purification and distribution of
water, including the provision of drinking water, water
management, and waste water management.’ In other words,
they protect public services at home, but want their own firms
to lay siege to public systems abroad. It’s a woeful double
standard.

Canada’s Water Is On Offer
European water firms are already making inroads into
Canada’s water systems through public‐private partnerships.
The federal strategy appears to be to starve municipalities of
infrastructure cash until they are forced to privatize through

CETA, please turn to page 5
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Capital Planning
The Commissioners are quite clear on the point that fares have
risen too much, but they do not recommend a rollback. They
start from their evaluation that fare revenues now essentially
cover operating costs, but not capital costs or interest on
borrowings. This leads to a focus on long-term capital plans,
which currently anticipate some $2.5 billion in spending over
the next 12 years (while BCFShas already reached its borrowing
limits).
There isn’t any vision, they say, either for the future of the

coast or the future of the ferry service. This leads to a ‘like for
like’ policy; when one ship reaches the end of its useful life, it is
planned to replace it with a new ship of the same type,
performance, and capacity. No advantage is taken of the
opportunity to consider alternatives for serving the users or the
communities. They recommend a much stronger role for the
Commission in capital planning: 
[6] The Province should work collaboratively with BC Ferries

to develop a long-term vision of coastal ferry services in BC. A
draft discussion paper should go out for public consultation. The
resulting vision should be formally adopted by the Province and
provide the basis for the long-term capital plan of the ferry
operator. Ideally the vision would be in place before major
capital decisions are made regarding PT4 (Performance Term
4, 2016 to 2020).
Recommendations [7] and [8) specifically say that the

Commissioner should have authority to approve long-term
capital plans and major capital investments.

Route Options
The Commissioners also seek more involvement in possible
changes in the service, through changes in scheduling and
possibly fare differentials. Recommendations [9] and [10]
would give the Commissioner authority to approve specific
changes in service levels, including additional services.

Fare Increases Should Equal 
Cost of Living Increases

The Commissioners suggest that the Province should increase
subsidies to cut fare increases, and also take responsibility for
fuel price increases and hedging:
[11] The Province should consider an increase in subsidies

together with other initiatives to hold price cap increases to the
rate of inflation for the balance of Performance Term 3 (PT3).
In fact, the report suggests that confidence in the ferry system

would be much improved by a government commitment to
maintain increases at this level for the remainder of PT3 and
PT4, seven years.
Recommendations [12] and [13] suggest that the

Commissioner should be able to explicitly authorize fuel cost
deferral strategies, and that the Province should absorb part of
the cost.

Local Government Could 
Provide Subsidies, Too

Recommendation [14] suggests that local governments could
subsidize local ferry routes, with assurance that such subsidies
would be used only for those routes.

Reservations
One of the more original suggestions made by the
Commissioners was that the reservation system be ‘turned
upside down’ and extended to more routes. The idea is that
reservations be free (as they are now on Route Nº9) provided
they were made one or two days ahead. Ferry users who arrived
without reservations would be charged extra.
This would enable BCFS to estimate traffic further in advance,

better match vessels and crews to demand, and reduce the
number of vehicles experiencing multi-sailing waits.
The Commissioners warned that this would require

substantial improvements to the reservation and ticketing
systems, but would enable much better load forecasting, which
they identified as a weak point. Recommendation [15] suggests

Photo: Kay Steer
Eagle watch. ‘Pa Sidney’ was named by David Hancock when he set up the webcam on the Sidney Nest in 2006. In January, Kay saw him perched near the Pat Bay Highway. Do your own
eagle watch at www.hancockwildlife.org

FERRY REVIEW from previous page

FERRY REVIEW, please turn to page 11

Principles of the 
Coastal Ferry Act, 2003

The Commissioners’ most important
recommendations refer to the principles of the
Coastal Ferry Act (S. 38), as laid down in 2003.
This section required the Commissioner to follow
certain principles in regulating ferry services:
(a) priority is to be placed on the financial
sustainability of the ferry operators;
(b) ferry operators are to be encouraged to
adopt a commercial approach to ferry service
delivery;
(c) ferry operators are to be encouraged to
seek additional or alternative service providers on
designated ferry routes through fair and open
competitive processes;
(d) ferry operators are to be encouraged to
minimize expenses without adversely affecting
their safe compliance with core ferry services;
(e) cross subsidization from major routes to
other designated ferry routes is:

(i) to be eliminated within the first
performance term of the first Coastal Ferry
Services Contract to be entered into under thisAct,
and

(ii) before its elimination, to be minimized;
(f) the designated ferry routes are to move
towards a greater reliance on a user pay system so
as to reduce, over time, the service fee
contributions by the government.
In 2010, an amendment to the Act required

that the Commissioner ‘consider the interests of
ferry users’, but did not define who they were,
what sort of interests they might have, or even
what ‘consider’ meant.
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Long-term Versus Short-term
Dear Editor:
I think the Northern Gateway pipeline controversy is being
framed incorrectly as the economy versus the environment.
The argument is actually between the long-term view, which
is assessing the overall future damage to our planet and the
broader human community, and the short-term approach,
which is concerned with local self-interest.
Most of us are now aware that we need to reduce our use

of fossil fuels, in order to provide our children and
grandchildren, and other creatures, with viable, decent lives.
The tar sands project itself is an extraordinarily destructive
product of old-style, short-term thinking; delivering its
heavy crude on land and on the ocean brings the additional
likelihood of catastrophic accidents.
Our dislike of change and our inability to imagine a

horribly different world contribute to our clinging to the
status quo and ignoring the warning signs. Unfortunately,
we know—from the examples of the Mayans, the Greenland
Norse and Easter Island—that our species does not have a
good record of understanding consequences and thinking
clearly about the future.
We are the generation that must face reality and begin,

at this critical point in our history, to see beyond the old
patterns that have landed us at this crossroads. We need
long-term thinking.

Marlyn Horsdal, Salt Spring Island
Fukushima Meltdown

Dear Editor:
I was just sitting on a Galiano-bound ferry reading your
newspaper and happened upon a letter by Bob Yetter of
Kaslo talking about the deaths of 14,000
Americans/Canadians due to fallout from the Fukushima
power plant in Japan. I came home and did all of around
two minutes of research and found (as I fully expected) that
this claim is completely without substance. Please do us all
a favour, Bob, and check your facts before making such
strange accusations…you’re frightening the kids!

Daniel Elmes, Galiano Island
Green Rationing

Dear Editor:
I am a great admirer of MP Elizabeth May and agree with
every position she has put forward to date except her
support for the carbon tax. My problem with the carbon tax
is not its purpose, but its indirect and disconnected means
of achieving it, plus its fundamental social injustice. There
is a much more socially just and direct way for Canada to
reach its CO2 reduction objectives (whatever those might
be), and that is ‘carbon rationing.’
MP May may have avoided discussing carbon rationing

because it would be even more politically unattractive than
a carbon tax, and we have seen the resistance to that.
Nevertheless, it is clear that Canada and the world will not
meet our atmospheric CO2 objectives through carbon taxes
before we reach the tipping point on climate change. It is
vital that we start discussing other means of reducing CO2
emissions. The best alternative I have seen to date is carbon
rationing. It is explained fully by George Monbiot in his
book Heat.
Carbon rationing permits setting precise and enforceable

annual targets, and it is socially just because everybody
receives the same ration allowance. At the start, rationing
need not restrict the current total amount of carbon being
consumed, so the only effect would be that those who burn
more carbon than others would have to buy extra ration
cards from those who use less. This would get people
thinking and provide a source of income for those living
near or below the poverty line.

Each year the total number of ration cards would be
reduced. Since no more carbon can be burned than
available ration cards allow, whatever goal is set—and great
heat would be created by that discussion—would necessarily
be achieved. Monbiot explains how the system would work
for businesses, too.
One problem is that, in Canada, people could buy fossil

fuels in the US if the US were not a partner to the scheme,
and it likely would not be. There is no perfect system, but
we need something better than carbon taxes if we are not
soon to see run-away climate change. I ask MP May and the
Green Party to pick up the torch (lit by renewable fuels, of
course) and begin the discussion.

Philip Symons, Victoria
Ferry Review

Dear Editor:
The recent publication of the Ferry Commissioner’s review
of the Coastal Ferry Actmeans it is finally time to accept
that the Gordon Campbell government’s ideologically-
driven decision to privatize BCFerries has proved to be a
mistake. 
The reason that the ‘user pay all’ corporate initiative

failed is to be found in its refusal to understand the basic
principle of Economics 101: the more prices go up, the more
likely demand will go down. The proof is that passenger
vehicle traffic is now at a 20-year low. Perhaps it was hoped
that this predictable outcome could be avoided because the
service provided by BCFerries is a monopoly so travellers
could be forced to pay ever-increasing tariffs. However,
price-gouging fare hikes of 47-80%, while incomes were
stagnant or increasing at a glacial pace, proved just too
much for the ferry-riding public.
This is not the time for more tinkering with a ‘reverse

reservation system’ together with a form of ‘Three-card
Monte’ scheduling, or a two-tier pricing system aimed at
visitors to our province. Now that the man in charge of the
failed experiment has sailed off into the sunset with a
$300,000 annual pension after only nine years at the helm,
it is time to get back to sensible basics. 
Namely, to acknowledge once and for all that Premier

WAC Bennett was correct back in 1960 when he ruled that
the ferry system is an extension of the highway system and
thus entitled to the same kind of public subsidies already
paid to build and maintain our blacktop roads. Even our
neighbours directly to the south in the land of free enterprise
recognize that marine highways need both public support
and oversight.
So please let’s stop the King Canute-like thinking that we

can somehow sidestep or override the basic laws of supply
and demand and get on with providing a publicly overseen,
basic, safe and reliable ferry service made affordable by an
appropriate public subsidy.

John Fryer, Victoria
Not ‘Robin Hood’

Dear Editor:
If I understand the economics of the Harper Government,
it is this: First, lower taxes for the wealthy corporations.
Second, maintain MP’s pension plans. Harper, I
understand, at age 55 will receive a pension of $250,000
s per year from public funds. By the time he is 67 he will
have received $3 million. Now, the rest of us. First, payroll
taxes will be up. Second, Old Age Security and Guaranteed
Income Supplement eligibility age will be raised from 65 to
67.  This mostly affects low-income seniors and those in
poor health. I guess it is a matter of priorities. Give to the
rich and take from the poor. Why didn’t we hear of this plan
during the election? Is this Harper’s famous hidden agenda?

David Hobson, Chemainus 0

IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

 FOR SEPTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

 Time-proven for over 25 years
 No maintenance required
 Lower overall cost
 Fits any lot shape
 Best choice for  
sensitive lakeside properties

 Passive system—no power required

eljen.com

Authorized Representative: 
BWD Engineering Inc.
15822 – 106A  Avenue 
Surrey, B.C., V4N 1K7
Phone: (604) 789-2204
Fax: (604) 582-8231
Web: www.bwdeng.ca 
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a P3. New federal wastewater regulations that come with no
funding to meet higher treatment standards leave cash-
strapped municipalities with P3s as the only option. This is
despite reported evidence from auditors general across
Canada that P3s are often more costly and less efficient than
fully public models.
Governments in Europe and around the world are going

in the opposite direction to Canada. Poor service levels, high
costs, and lack of democratic accountability are prompting
privatized water services to be brought back into public
control. In Europe, the biggest French water companies,
including CETA supporters Veolia Environnement and Suez,
are under investigation for price-fixing—so much for
privatization leading to real competition.
If Canada does not exclude drinking water and wastewater

services from CETA, it will take away the ability of municipal,
regional or provincial governments to reverse water

privatization when things go wrong, which they so often do.
But maybe that’s the point.
The CETAdocuments leaked in late January show Canada

is ready to extend a new ‘right to profit’ to EU‐based and other
private investors in Canada’s water services. 
We are asking all provincial governments to correct this

mistake by fully excluding drinking water and wastewater
services from their trade offers. We also urge the provinces to
withdraw their support from CETA negotiations until the
public and other elected officials have had a chance to review
these offers.

Maude Barlow is the national chairperson of the Council of
Canadians. Paul Moist is the national president of the
Canadian Union of Public Employees. More info:
www.canadians.org/ceta, www.cupe.ca/ceta. This article
also appeared in online news-source The Tyee,
www.thetyee.com, on February 2, 2012. 0
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Victoria 
(250) 412-1110 

Burnaby 
(604) 630-1114 

Courtenay 
(250) 339-6914 

www.watertiger.net 

Your Total 
Water Solution 

Gulf Islands Water Treatment 

Bacteria, Arsenic, Turbidity, Tannins-TOC, Hardness, much more! 
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,

surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health

Authority approvals

At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come 
for AFFORDABLE home options. 

If the home of your dreams is one that fits comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

TRAFALGAR HOMESTRAFALGAR HOMES

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional offer
1-866-971-0239

Photo: Laurie MacBride
A pileated woodpecker does acrobatics for the suet on Gabriola Island.

The Times of India came up with a wonderful
descriptive phrase of India, ‘There is no religion in
India except for cricket and cinema’. I wasn’t sure I

believed this after seeing so many temples and devout people
in India, but the following experience gave me a new
perspective.
When I woke up in the World Heritage site of Khajuraho

in Madhya Pradesh, India, I knew that a very important
national event would take place that day. What I didn’t know
was how it would affect me and my adventurous group of 18
flexible North Americans.
The semi-final of the 2011 Cricket World Cup was to be

played at 3pm. Obviously, the national obsession was enough
to give this match great importance. Added to that was the
significance of the dynamic between India and Pakistan. And
topping it off was the fact that the World Cup Final would be
played in Mumbai and, of course, India wanted to be playing in
the final on their home turf. 
These cricket games had affected politics in a large way.

India and Pakistan had been in peace negotiations and the talks
had been temporarily suspended for Pakistan’s president to
come and watch the match with the president of India.
My group and I arrived at the airport in Khajuraho, well

ahead of our flight check-in time, to find the airport was an
armed camp. I have visited this airport many times before and
found it friendly and relaxed. In fact, in the past, the staff had
gone out of their way to help us with passengers who were ill.
Of all the airports I had visited in India this airport had been the
most helpful, despite the tight security required for any flight
going to Varanasi, the most holy city of India, which is where
we were headed. 
This time the airport staff was most unaccommodating.

First, I was accused of arriving late with my group, even though
I had allowed the usual amount of time. As I refuted this, the
staff also said ‘You are too late for your group to get on our flight’.
At this point, we were still one-and-a-half hours before
departure time. The flight we were taking originated in Delhi
and, after taking us from Khajuraho to Varanasi, would return
to Delhi. It had never been on time in all my years of travelling
this route. 
I argued that as the flight had not yet arrived from Delhi and

we were all at the airport, tickets in hand and baggage cleared
through security, it made no sense to not board such a big group.
‘Please just give me the boarding cards and I will put my clients
all through security,’ I said. The agent replied that the flight was
early and we would not clear security in time. I said, ‘You can’t
deny a group boarding, when we are all here, and take off before
the scheduled time!’ 
Then the light went on—the all-important cricket game was

due to start in just over two hours. Security wanted to go home
to watch, the agents also wanted to go home, and the flight crew
was trying to get home to Delhi to catch most of the game, hence
the early departure.
After much talking we boarded the plane and it quickly took

off. What is normally a 50-minute flight took 25 minutes. Our
own airlines should take note. In that time, we were even fed
our lunch—though it was thrown at us and collected almost
before we started to eat. This was the fastest flight I had
experienced in India.
As we landed at Varanasi, the granddaddy of all

thunderstorms arrived. Thunder, lightning and a torrential
downpour greeted us and the flight crew. You could almost hear
the collective groan from the crew as they realized that a speedy
take-off would be impossible. I am sure they didn’t make it back
to Delhi in time. 
Upon landing at Varanasi airport, we are usually met by

shuttle buses because the aircraft is parked some distance from
the terminal.This time the bus did not meet us as the driver had
already gone home. We staggered soaking wet into the terminal
to find the porters had already retrieved our bags and were
anxious to be paid and send us on our way. Security had gone
the way of the Dodo bird.
Usually I am greeted by a senior member of the Varanasi

office that takes care of our arrangements. This time it was a

Bruce Nicholby • 604-885-5110

CETA from page 2

phone call, and a very junior member of the office was there to
meet me. The poor fellow was stuck with us on this most
important day in India. 
As we were speeding towards the normally chaotic and

crowded city on almost-deserted streets, I had a phone call from
my local guide asking if it was necessary for him to come to the
hotel to greet us. After finding out what time we were to start in
the morning, I said, ‘Of course not, go back to the game.’
On arrival at the hotel in Varanasi we usually have to go

through a lengthy passport procedure and distribution of
rooms. Not this time! The front desk staff quickly handed me
the keys and indicated which ones were doubles and twins, and
then they rapidly returned to the lounge where the biggest TV
screen was being eyeballed by what looked like half of Varanasi.
‘We will catch up with you later’, they said, ‘It’s all there’. 

I handed out the keys—competing with ear shattering cheers
and shouts from the lounge. All protocol had disappeared. By
this time, my fellow tourists were anxious to join in the fun
anyway.
India won the cricket game that day, and the subsequent

final game for the Cricket World Cup when we were in Delhi, a
few days later. This meant that, fortunately, we did not have to
deal with ‘depressed’ tourism industry people on the rest of trip. 
The wins were loudly celebrated and both days the parties

went on forever, as some cricket games can. Fireworks and loud
parades of people were everywhere. The whole country came to
a standstill on both days. 
What we had seen of the people of India on these two days

convinced me that perhaps the statement from the Times of
Indiawas, indeed, correct. 0

A religion, you say?
Pené Hollingworth



MARS Founder Honoured

The Hornby Eagle Group Projects Society (HEGPS) recently
honoured Mountainaire Avian Rescue Society (MARS)
founder Maj Birch by presenting her with two pieces of
wildlife art. The artwork was donated by wildlife artist Mary
Jane Harman. In addition to the artwork, HEGPS and
Friends made a donation to Mountainaire Avian Rescue
Society to support its work helping BC wildlife. The money
was raised by HEGPS through the generosity of its
OurNatureZone forum members, online chatroom
participants, and facebook friends.
HEGPS, which broadcast the Hornby Island Eagle Cam,

has seen firsthand the wonderful work done by Maj and her
dedicated volunteers. When the Hornby eaglet, Phoenix,
succumbed to Aspergillosis in July of 2010, MARSwas there
to transport and examine her, and ensure that a cause of
death was found. Later that summer, HEGPSmembers on
Hornby Island were involved in the rescue of three eaglets
in need of MARS’ tender care. HEART (Hornby Eagle
Advanced Response Team) was born!  
Both the residents and wildlife of the Comox Valley and

beyond are lucky to have Maj Birch in their midst. HEGPS
thanks Maj for all she does for the birds and other wildlife
who need a helping hand. It is our sincere hope that MARS
will be able to continue its valuable and needed work. For
more about MARS, see www.wingtips.org. 

Salt Spring Chamber Players 
The Salt Spring Chamber Players—Laurie, Jim and
Matthew Stubbs—will be featuring Matthew on February
18 at ArtSpring (see ‘What’s On?’, page 6). Sixteen-year-old
Matt will be performing piano works by Ravel and
Prokofiev. Jim and Laurie will join Matt in works by Rossini
and Paquito D’Rivera. 
In 2010, Matt was the youngest of three piano finalists

in the Concerto Competition for the Sooke Philharmonic
Orchestra. In 2009, he performed the Poulenc Piano
Concerto with the Cowichan Consort and Orchestra. He
studies with David Oei, world renowned pianist, in New
York City and is in demand as an accompanist both on and
off the island. This is Salt Spring Chamber Players’ fourth
season at ArtSpring.

Cyber Tips
Last edition, we discussed keeping cell phone numbers safe
from telemarketers. How about online accounts you no
longer want or need? A duplicate Facebook account perhaps,
or maybe you decided you don’t want to tweet all day long.
Sometimes these accounts are tricky to close. At
www.accountkiller.com, find direct links to the ‘delete’
function of the most popular  sites, or instructions on what
to do. But, it’s still impossible to delete Skype accounts. 0
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Monday, February 13
Enbridge: Pipeline to Nowhere?—information night
and opportunity to respond • 7:30 pm • Anglican Hall
• All welcome • PENDER ISLAND

Wednesday, February 15
‘On the Line’—eco-documentary about the proposed

Enbridge oil sands pipeline;
preceded by discussion
with Nathan Cullen, MP for
Skeena Bulkley Valley &
NDP leadership candidate;
includes potluck • 4:30pm

discussion, 6:30–8:00pm film • Meaden Hall • Info:
250-653-4353 • SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, February 18
Salt Spring Chamber Players—music by Rossini,
Ravel, Prokofiev and Glinka;
Matthew, Laurie & Jim
Stubbs • Pre-concert talk
6:30pm, show 7:30pm •
ArtSpring • Tickets: $18
General Admission, $12
Seniors, $5 Students @ ArtSpring Box Office • SALT
SPRING ISLAND

Friday thru Sunday, February 24-26
Galiano Island Books presents the Third Annual

Galiano Literary Festival—writing
workshops, readings, and panel
discussions with fiction, nonfiction
and poetry writers from all over BC
including: Linda L Richards, Bob
Robertson, Sheryl Salloum, Timothy
Taylor, Audrey Thomas, Rhea
Tregebov, Robert J Wiersema, Mark
Zuehlke, Kit Pearson, Pamela Porter,

Susan McCaslin • Galiano Oceanfront Inn • Tickets
& info: www.galianoliteraryfestival.wordpress.com
or Galiano Island Books: 250-539-3340, 1-877-
795-2665 • GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday, February 25
3rd Annual SEEDY SATURDAY Seed Exchange and
Sale—bring your local, non-GMO seeds in labeled
packages to share; there will be plants and seed sales,
Master Gardeners, edible mushroom kits, mushroom
log inoculation demo; presented by the Pender
Farmers’ Institute • Community Hall • 10am-2pm •
Info and vendor table reservations: Matilda, 250-629-
3829, matildath@hotmail.com • PENDER ISLAND

Saturday, February 25
Pender Film Group—pre-release screening of My
Week With Marilyn • 7:30pm • Community Hall • By
donation • PENDER ISLAND

What’s On?
Single venue: $33.60/$39.20 with image 
Multi-venue: $44.80/$50.04 with image

Payment in advance by Visa or MasterCard

www.islandtides.com

Round the Islands
Sara Miles & Co.

What’s On in your community?
email islandtides@islandtides.com

or call 250-629-3660

VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS

THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 2012

THURSDAY, MAY 3, 2012

THURSDAY, JULY 12, 2012

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30, 2012

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2012

LASQUETI ISLAND 
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

BUSINESS MEETING SCHEDULE

Website: www.islandstrust.bc.ca  Email: northinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

The Local Trust Committee meetings will start at 11:00 am at the Lasqueti
Arts Centre, Main Road, Lasqueti Island, unless otherwise posted.
These are regular business meetings of the Local Trust Committee, where
items such as correspondence, applications and bylaws will be considered.
Dates subject to change.

ALL mEETINGS ARE OpEN TO THE pUBLIC.

On January 14 , at an Extraordinary General Meeting
of the Galiano Conservancy Association, the
membership overwhelmingly endorsed the

Board’s proposal to take out a loan to secure the purchase
of land which will provide a home for the Conservancy’s
newest initiative: the Galiano Restorative Learning Centre.
The Conservancy has already raised an impressive $2.75

million towards the purchase of the land, but is still $1.25
million short of the total $4 million needed. With a deadline
of February 15, looming to secure the purchase of the larger
of two lots, which make up most of the land, the
Conservancy needed to act decisively or abandon the project
and lose its $100,000 holding deposit.
Clear endorsement from its membership reflects both

their excitement about the project and the belief in the
Conservancy’s ability to deliver it. It also means that the
Conservancy can now finalize the acquisition of the land,
providing a vital first step towards the ultimate goal of
developing its innovate Restorative Learning Centre, and

what must be one of the most creative and far-sighted
projects to be undertaken by a local land trust. 
Purchasing the land alone will bring a significant

conservation benefit to Galiano—protecting 290 acres
(total) that include over two kilometers of undeveloped
waterfront, endangered old growth Douglas fir, arbutus,
Garry oak and associated species at risk. It will also help to
connect existing protected areas in a wildlife corridor
spanning the island from Trincomali Channel to Georgia
Strait.
The value of the land to conservation is recognized in the

support the project has attracted from the Nature
Conservancy of Canada and Mountain Equipment Co-op,
who are providing significant funding towards the project. 
The future planned development of the Restorative

Learning Centre will allow the Conservancy to develop and
expand its existing successful education program and run a
wide range of innovative education projects to benefit
people from all walks of life. A key group will be

Galiano Restorative Learning Centre a step closer ~ Helen Hall

CRD Invites Input on Strategic Plan
Want to have a say on Capital Regional District planning?
The newly elected CRD Board is drafting its 2012-2014
Strategic Plan. You have until February 10 to answer an
online questionnaire at www.crd.bc.ca, to help identify your
needs, expectations and preferences regarding: new
programs and services, infrastructure investments,
improvements to the way regional government operates,
and improved relationships. The goal of this information
collection strategy is for the CRD to get a more balanced
understanding of needs, expectations and desired outcomes
for the region. 

PCT Update ~ Zorah Staar
Pender Community Transition is meeting on February 9 for
our School Nut Tree Project. We have eleven little hazelnut
and two walnut trees to plant. Pender students, teachers, staff,
and community members are invited to the school grounds,
to consider the planting community nut trees, there and
elsewhere. Thanks to the school, Pender Home Hardware,
and Braedon’s Big Digem for their support of this project! 
‘Seedy Saturday’ is February 25 at the Community Hall!

(see ‘What’s On?’, at left) We are also supporting interested
food groups and growers to create a year-round Pender
Community Seed Bank—an essential step for future food
health and security.  
We’ve started a garden or compost sharing network

online, too. For details on this and all of the above, please
visit www.pendercommunitytransition.ca.  

Fukushima Conference ~ Vancouver
A group of Canadian and US physicians concerned about
public health are organizing a one-day conference to explore
the potential health and environmental impacts from the
troubled reactors in Fukushima, and highlight the need for
better monitoring and disclosure.
The conference, titled ‘The Fukushima Nuclear

Disaster—One Year Later’ will bring together experts to
share information on what is known about radiation
exposures from Fukushima and the local and global impacts
on health, the environment and the economy. Participants
will also use this opportunity to examine the role of nuclear
power for the world’s future energy needs.
The conference, at SFU’s Harbour Centre Campus on

March 11, is being organized by Physicians for Global
Survival (Canada) and co-sponsored by Washington
Physicians for Social Responsibility, SFU, UBC Dept of
Pediatrics at BC Children’s Hospital and School of
Population Public Health and Next GenUniversity, in
consultation with the Fukushima Medical University. More
info at www.pgs.ca.

Langdale Public Dock Open Soon
BC Ferries is working on the installation of a public float for
use by private boaters at the Langdale ferry terminal near
Gibsons. Engineers have been observing the dock’s
characteristics in a variety of weather conditions. Once the
dock is fully secure and stable, the plan is to open it for use
to the public in February. Access to the dock was initially
restricted to only the MV Stormaway, the water-taxi vessel
for Gambier and Keats Islands.

CONSERVANCY, please turn to next page 



L ast week a wind quintet from Montreal, Pentaèdre,
played for us at the Community Hall. Wind quintets
are rare and the concert was a marvellous

opportunity to hear flute, piccolo, oboe, bassoon, clarinet
and French horn without stringed instruments claiming
center stage. We also had the opportunity to hear them in
various groupings. 
Bassoon player Mathieu Lussier was the ‘voice’ of the

quintet and spoke to the 70 people at the Hall with humour,
and made the repertoire and capabilities of the instruments
available to us all. His wonderful use of English delivered in
a powerful French accent was entertainment in itself! He
gave a hilarious one-minute rundown of the plot of Mozart’s
opera Cosi Fan Tutte that made the music rich and familiar.
As woodwind instruments occupied the musicians’

mouths, you could see them communicating with each
other using animated eyebrows and bodies! Anything you
play with your mouth is wet, soggy and slippery pretty soon!
I could see why wind instruments are seated behind the
string players; all that switching reeds, sucking out air
pieces, and tamping in mufflers. Woodwind players stand
up, generally, with marvelous posture to get lungfuls of air
to animate their lovely instruments and make divine
sounds. 
The first two pieces were less lyrical and melodic than

the Mozart and Rossini opera pieces. I tried to like the more
modern works but my body became tired and dull. I noticed
I woke right up and became lively and ‘attuned’ when the
familiar classical pieces filled the sound space. 
The quintet members are close friends who play and

teach in the Montreal area and all over the world. They said
they love to play together, creating and refining more and
more as they get older. They performed three concerts
before Saturna and were off to present 23 more in the two
weeks that they are on the west coast. Playing is their joy,
and the number of concerts in schools, gyms and
community halls up and down the coast doesn’t daunt
them.
Saturna Community Hall has splendid acoustics and

provides fabulous tone for the instruments. Saturna is also
hospitable to its guest musicians. The Arts and Concert
Society, which presented the concert, arranges to have the
performers hosted in local homes, arranges a dinner before
or after the concert with our fabulous local chef, Hubertus
Surm, and organizes an after-concert gathering to meet and
appreciate the artists. The Concert Society gives out a gift
certificate of $200 at most concerts to a lucky audience
member to buy local Island art. In addition to our
hospitality, the Montreal wind quintet was blown away by
the beauty of the Islands and the west coast.
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Photo: Jim Hebert
Culinary instrument in hand, Jon Guy addresses the Haggis at Saturna Island’s Burns night .

Photo: Jim Hebert
The Burns Night Procession, headed by Pender piper Jim Dunlop playing the bagpipes.

Saturna Notes — Priscilla Ewbank

Robbie Burns Night
Last weekend the Saturna Lions held their 21st Robbie
Burns Dinner in the Rec Centre. Amidst 50-50 draws and
silent auctions was the ceremony to Scotland’s famous poet.
About 60 people were treated to the time-honoured
procession of a Pender Highlander Piper, the Haggis Bearer,
the Head Cook (bearing a bottle of scotch) and the person
who would give the Address to the Haggis. Strange and
wonderful! 
The Address to the Haggis was given with proper

dramatic rendering. The traditional meal was blessed with
the Selkirk Blessing and dinner was presented and enjoyed.

The Immortal Memory, and the Toast to the Lasses and the
Response were delivered to the guests. 
The speakers were wonderful this year—thoughtful,

funny, lively, very engaging. It was clear that they had put
much consideration into the evening’s presentation, making
it clear why Robbie Burns was such an inspiration to other
writers and poets.
A new tradition was started with Ron Monk on the guitar

and gifted singer Sue Kendall leading the audience in ‘tartan
tunes’. Ending the evening, the Pender Highlanders played
traditional bagpipe tunes. The Rec Centre can easily handle
the sound of four pipers, two snare drums, a bass and a
tenor drum! 0

disadvantaged youth who stand to benefit most from the
centre’s multi-day outdoor education programs. The centre
will also aim to run other tailor-made programs for
community groups, serve as a research facility for students,
and provide restorative retreats for adults. 
While the benefits of the purchase are significant, the

decision to secure the loan was not undertaken lightly at the
meeting. The Conservancy set out steps at the meeting to
reassure its members how it planned to guarantee the loan,
raise the necessary funding and reduce the financial risk to
the organisation.
Guarantors are being sought to cover the $1 million cost

of the loan to purchase this particular parcel of land. The
Conservancy is also seeking monthly donors to make the
interest only payments. The Conservancy has been pleased
by the response so far from supporters, but is still seeking
further contributions to cover these costs.
In addition, the Conservancy is also now working to

double its fundraising efforts to pay back the loan—looking
for contributions from individuals, foundations and funding
organisations. If you or someone you know would like to
support this exciting project please contact Ken Millard for
information: conservancy@galianoconservancy.ca, 250-
539-2424. Further information on the project is online at
www.galianoconservancy.ca. 0

Helen Hall, a British ecologist, is on a six-month sabbatical
from her job in England. She is currently volunteering with
the Galiano Conservancy Association.

CONSERVANCY from previous page

Vultures! Some people turn up their noses at the very
word. Yet vultures are an intriguing and invaluable
species.

I’m a senior living on Pender Island. I’ve been an
amateur birder for over fifty years, often ambling about for
hours outdoors in search of my feathered friends. Vultures
did not interest me much, until recently, when I happened
upon something astonishing: a vulture chick, hunched
down in its dark nest cave. It hissed at me. From that
moment, I was captivated by Cathartes aura.
This little chick (pictured on page 8), a bundle of fuzzy

white with black eyes, was a Turkey Vulture, the only vulture
found in BC. It gets its name from its red featherless head,
which resembles that of a wild turkey. 
Most of the adults arrive in our area in March, so we shall

see them in the skies soon—a harbinger of spring. When
nesting starts, the female usually lays two eggs and both
parents taking turns incubating them. The chicks hatch in
early summer, and by late summer they are flying. 
Turkey Vultures have keen eyesight and are one of the

only birds in North America with a highly developed sense

In Praise of Vultures — Dave Manning

VULTURES, please turn to page 8



of smell. They primarily eat carrion—dead animals. They
have strong stomach acids that kill harmful bacteria and
viruses found in rotting carcasses. In this way they help
decrease the spread of disease through air and groundwater
pollution. They can quickly dispose of dead livestock, deer,
and other animals. They are instant garbage collectors

without the dump site! They are gentle and non-aggressive.
They have no voice box, so won’t disturb your afternoon
nap. They are soaring masters, gliding effortlessly overhead.
What a treat to just lie back and watch them.
From time to time I visited my little friend at its nest. As

it grew, its colour changed from white to dark brown. Before
it could fly, it hopped about on boulders, awaiting food
deliveries. The parents, who mate for life, brought food
daily. The youngster would put its beak right down into the
throat of the parent to get its meal via regurgitation.
Eventually the day came when the fully grown chick

made its first awkward flight attempt from a rock to a
nearby branch of an arbutus tree. Days later, it made its first
official victorious flight up and out from its nest site area, to
soar with mom and dad high overhead. 
By October, most vultures have left my island and our

Canadian West Coast, migrating to Central and South
America for the winter. Infrequently, some winter over in
our area. Usually, however, I must wait for the following
spring to witness the return of the Turkey Vultures. The wait
is worth it. Spring and summer would not be the same
without them. 0 
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CROSS BOUNDARY REQUESTS
Parents/guardians who wish to transfer their child to
a school out of their catchment area must request a
transfer, in writing, to the Superintendent by march

31 with a copy to the Principals of both schools. 
Refer to Policy and Procedure #530 online at:

http://sd64.bc.ca/policies.html. 

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

This does not apply for normal grade
transitions to the next level at another school. 

School District #64
(Gulf Islands)

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Any child who will be five (5) years of age on or
before December 31, 2012 (born in 2007) should
register for the 2012/2013 school year at the
school office February 13 to February 16, 2012.

Galiano Community School 
(February 13, 14, 15 only)

9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
mayne Elementary/Jr. Secondary School

8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
pender Islands Elementary Secondary School

8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Saturna Elementary School

February 13 - 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
February 15 - 12:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

parents or Guardians:  
Please bring with you the following documentation:

•    Verification of the child’s birth date and 
     citizenship status (birth certificate, passport or 
     Landed Immigrant authorization) 
•    Care Card, and
•    Immunization records.

Thank you to MP Elizabeth May for keeping us up-to-
date with the goings on at Durban’s December UN
Climate Conference (COP17), the latest in the

international climate negotiations that are going nowhere. 
In short, the negotiations decided that nothing will

happen to slow, let alone reverse, global greenhouse
emissions until after 2020—and there is nothing to
ensure that anything will happen after that.
Where does this lack of commitment have us
headed?
In 2010, the last recorded year for

emissions, atmospheric carbon dioxide
increased by a record amount, which puts
us on a heading worse than the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change’s worst case scenario. 
In this worst case scenario, the latest

climate models (MIT and UK Met Office)
project a global temperature increase of 5.5–7ºC
by the year 2100. This would commit humanity and all
life to a 10–14ºC increase, building over the ensuing
centuries, because of the thermal inertia of the climate
system (ocean heat-lag, for example). 
These climate models, amazing though they are, do not

yet include most of the global warming feedbacks, which
add more natural emissions to the atmosphere as the
planet’s surface warms. The largest of these feedbacks are
in the Arctic.

Report on Arctic Warming
At the annual American Geophysical Union conference in
San Fransisco in December, the Arctic Methane Emergency
Group caused quite a stir when it presented the latest news
on Arctic climate feedbacks. Expert Professor Peter
Wadhams of Cambridge University said that the
accelerating loss of Arctic sea-ice volume could lead to a
summer ice-free Arctic as early as 2015. 

Feedback Cycles in the Arctic
The vast expanse of white sea-ice at the top of the world
reflected a good amount of solar energy back out to space.
As the ice disappears, there is ‘feedback’ which heats up the
Arctic even faster. Satellite data released in November
shows the Arctic has been warming four times faster than
the rest of the planet over the past 30 years. Models show
that an Arctic ice-free summer will increase today’s rate of
Arctic warming three-and-a-half times. 
This is where frozen Arctic methane (CH4) or ‘fire ice’

comes in. The Arctic Methane Emergency Group also
presented the latest findings on pressure-solidified methane
gas hydrate on the sea floor of the East Siberian shelf. The
research, ongoing for over five years, is being carried out by
a US-Russian team under Dr Natalia Shakhova.
I met Dr Shakhova at a gathering of international ocean

experts in Sidney. The research, she explained to me, is not
based on computer modeling. The Russian scientists
conduct research the old, difficult way—on the ice, in the
water, and over the sea by helicopter. In September, using

state-of-the-art methane detecting equipment from the US,
the team found thousands of huge fountains or ‘plumes’ of
methane gas coming out of the sea floor and venting to the
atmosphere.
Dr Shakhova says there is double the amount of methane

hydrate carbon in this East Siberian continental shelf than
in the entire atmosphere. The same is true of the

amount of carbon in the Arctic permafrost, which
is emitting methane as it thaws. Shakhova says
we are at risk of abrupt runaway global
warming from all this Arctic methane. 

Feedback Increasing
The US National Science Foundation has
reported on its new high tech, airborne
atmospheric gas detection (HIPPO) project.
It found this year that the entire area where
the North Atlantic meets the Arctic Ocean is

venting methane into the atmosphere. ‘There
must be some kind of feedback happening down

there [under the sea],’ the lead scientist told the media.  
Atmospheric methane, having increased two-and-a-half

times since industrialization, leveled off after 2000. Since
the 2007 tipping point for Arctic sea-ice loss, it is on the rise
again. This time it is increasing because of methane
feedback emissions that scientists think, in part at least, are
from the rapidly warming Arctic. 
Leading climate change model expert, NASA’sDr James

Hansen, presented information on Arctic sea-ice and
feedback cycles at the American Geophysical Union (AGU)
conference. 
‘The paleoclimate (ice-core) record reveals a more

sensitive climate than thought, even as of a few years ago,’
he said. ‘Limiting human-caused warming to 2ºC is not
sufficient. It would be a prescription for disaster.’ That is
because already, ‘Earth is poised to experience strong
amplifying feedbacks in response to moderate additional
global warming.’

Time to Act
The Arctic Methane Emergency Group told the AGU
conference that the Arctic permafrost is past a tipping point
(as James Hansen has said about the sea-ice) and must be
given top emergency priority in global climate change
negotiations. However, the Arctic feedbacks aren’t even on
the agenda yet.  
‘Humans have overwhelmed the natural, slow changes

that occur on geologic timescales,’ Hansen said at the
conference. Indeed, climate models indicate we are pouring
CO2 into the atmosphere 14,000 times faster than planetary
carbon sinks can take it out of the atmosphere. 
We obviously can’t leave it to the UN Climate Change

Conferences. We need to wake up to the fact that all of us
had better start lobbying hard for real action, real fast. 0

More info: www.arctic-methane-emergency-group.org.

Make a move on global warming! — Peter D Carter

‘Arctic feedbacks
aren’t even on the

agenda yet… Arctic
permafrost is past a tipping
point and must be given top
emergency priority in global

climate change.
negotiations…’

Photo: Dave Manning
My turkey vulture chick peers out from the nest.

VULTURES from page 7



ISLAND TIDES, February 9, 2012, Page 9

www.islandtides.com

It’s time for government  
to invest in schools,  

teachers and kids again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iam so grateful to all of the citizens of Saanich-Gulf
Islands who came out (in some nasty weather to boot)
for my first MP availability sessions throughout the

riding. I held office-hour opportunities on each of the Gulf
Islands for people who wanted some time with me one-on-
one to review specific issues, as well as eight evening Town
Hall meetings on the Islands and three on the Saanich
Peninsula. All told, about 600 people took advantage of the
opportunity. Democracy is alive and well in our community!
While the issues raised varied from one area to another,

the number one issue in each community was the threat
posed by the Enbridge supertanker scheme. British
Columbians by a margin of 70-80% object to lifting the
40–year oil tanker ban on our coastlines. Constituents have
my unalterable commitment to protect our fisheries and
tourism industries, and our coastlines from the threat of oil
tankers. The controversy created by the Prime Minister’s
recent comments and the open letter from his Natural
Resources Minister were frequently mentioned at the Town
Halls.  
The next most frequently raised concern was our health

care system and particularly the Prime Minister’s latest ‘take
it or leave it’ offer to the provinces. As well the following
were discussed frequently, if not in every session:  
• the threat to the wild salmon fishery posed by farmed

salmon and evidence of suppression of information revealed
in the Cohen Commission;
• issues related to First Nations rights and the ongoing

unacceptable level of neglect for basic housing, health care
and education;
• the question of how to deal with the legal, medical, and

ethical questions relating to assisted suicide;
• the Kyoto Protocol and Canada’s actions in Durban at

COP17;
• the omnibus crime bill and the use of mandatory

minimum sentences;
• the challenges to local farmers;
• the F-35 fighter jets;
• the increasingly militaristic talk regarding Iran;
• fairness to our Veterans and ending the claw-back of

their pensions; 

Photo: Jim Hebert
A colourful crowd meets at Saturna’s community hall to talk with MP Elizabeth May at the end of January.

Town Hall Meetings - Elizabeth May

• questions about why I voted against the continued
bombing of Libya back in June; and
•  pension issues and how to get pension increases to

ordinary Canadians (and take an MP pension cut too!).
Of course, there were a number of very specific local

concerns. Mayne Island residents, for example, have been
victims of a very poorly planned and even more poorly
executed Canada Post change in postal addresses that has
left many residents without mail for months, and drove the
local Canada Post staff to quit in desperation. People on the
Gulf Islands also complained about BC Ferry issues (which
are provincial issues, but for which I will do what I can). 

Responses to the Mail-out Newsletter 
Prioir to the series of meetings, prompted by widespread
public concerns, I had dedicated my January newsletter to

in-depth coverage of economic, energy policy, jobs and
environmental issues. 
In the mailed-out newsletter, I had asked for feedback

from citizens in Saanich-Gulf Islands (given the mail
delivery problem, not very useful for Mayne Island!). Below
are some results (1 was ‘not important’, and 5 was ‘very
important’). 
In descending order, the average score for each issue was

as follows: Health Care 4.16, Environmental Protection
4.02, Economy and Job Creation 3.90, Climate Change
3.81, Education 3.78, Food Security 3.78, Oil Tankers 3.61,
Fish Farms 3.46, Cost of Drugs 3.20, Crime Prevention
3.08, Tax Issues 2.99,  Peacekeeping 2.84, and International
Development 2.74. 
Our next sessions will be in late June. In the meantime,

to meet with me, contact 250-657-2000. 0

The Islands Trust is seeking public input on its
proposed budget for 2012-2013. The Trust Council
will make a final budget decision at its March 6-8

meeting on Gabriola Island.
Islands Trust taxes account for between 10-20% of the

total property tax bill for property owners in the Islands Trust
Area, depending on other property taxes charged on each
island. The Financial Planning Committee is recommending
that the Islands Trust Council adopt a budget of $6.9 million
for 2012-2013. This proposed budget represents increased
expenditures of $63,000, slightly offset by increased revenues
of $2,000, which would result in a 1% increase in Islands
Trust property taxes for 2012-2013.
Last year, the owner of a property assessed at $450,000

paid about $291 in Islands Trust taxes. If approved by Trust
Council, the proposed Islands Trust budget for 2012-2013
would mean a tax increase of approximately $3 for a property
of that value.

‘Our goal is to keep budget increases low, while still
delivering some new programs and improvements that
respond to our constituents’ requests,’ said Sheila
Malcolmson, Chair of the Islands Trust Council. ‘We want to
know what people think of this year’s budget proposal,
especially whether we have struck the right balance between
the need for services and keeping tax increases low.’
The proposed budget will enable Trust Council to work on

the following strategic priorities, in addition to maintaining
its core functions:
• Review and update of the Islands Trust Policy Statement,

adopted in 1994. The Policy Statement lays the foundation
for the principles, policies and decisions of the Islands Trust.
The Islands Trust applied for and been awarded a grant for
the extensive community consultation that would be required
for this project (see related article, page 1). If, at its March
quarterly meeting, Trust Council votes to proceed with the
review, the grant would minimize its impact on property
taxes.

• Compliance with provincial requirements under the
Riparian Areas Regulation. This regulation requires local
governments to ensure that fish habitat within their
jurisdiction is protected to specific standards. Funding to
continue the work to bring the Islands Trust Area into
compliance includes public consultation to develop
necessary bylaws, and mapping streams where the
regulation would apply.
• Increases to the remuneration for trustees elected in

2011. Since trustee remuneration is important in enabling
individuals to provide this type of public service, the previous
Trust Council adopted a revised remuneration bylaw to
encourage more diversity in the candidates who ran for office
last November.
• Significant improvements to the management and

accessibility of our records. In 2011 a new system replaced a
thirty-year-old system to ensure efficient tracking and
retrieval of documents required by the public, trustees, staff

BUDGET INPUT, please turn to page 11

Islands Trust seeks input on proposed budget



Another view of another coal mine development
Graham Brazier   
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1578 Joan Avenue, Crofton 
250-246-1977

Ocean Soul Book Caffé 
◆ New & Used

Books
◆ Wi-Fi Access
◆ Open 6 a.m.  

gaylenewellman@yahoo.ca
www.oceansoulbooks.com

Did something in this edition:
• inform you?
• pique your interest?
• amuse you?
• make a good contact for you?
• find you an opportunity?
• inspire you to take action?
• make a conversation topic?
• find you a good buy or service?
VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTIONS help
keep all this great news coming!
If you already receive Island Tides in your mailbox, 
pick it up from a yellow box or rack located from

Victoria to Campbell River, or read online, you can show
your support by mailing a voluntary subscription of 

$25 + $3 HST = $28 
or amount of your choice to: 

Box 55, Pender Island, BC  V0N 2M0
(Or call us with your VISA number, 250-629-3660)

Thank You
A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you who have
sent voluntary subscriptions and extra donations.
Keep those lovely phone calls, cards, letters and
emails coming, too. We paste them all in our

scrapbooks!

UNITING ISLANDS BIG AND SMALL

9100 East Saanich Rd 
North Saanich

www.roostfarmcentre.com

10940 West Saanich Rd
North Saanich
250-656-2547

www.deepcovemarket.comwww.saltspringtourism.com

Salt Spring Island 
Chamber of Commerce
121 Lower Ganges Rd

The citizens of Campbell River, ‘Salmon Capital of the
World,’ have lived with an active coalmine in their
backyard for twenty-five years. On January 25,

Minister of Energy and Mines Rich Coleman made an
announcement to grant Quinsam Coal Corporation a
permit to extend its operations 3.5 kilometres from the
present site. Though it’s too late now, it might have been
useful to review the operations of Quinsam Coal
Corporation (QCC) and evaluate its performance before
deciding. 

Photo: Fireweed
‘Solidarity—Not Compliance’ was the slogan of a January 21 rally at Buckley Bay. Protesters were there to oppose the Raven Mine proposed by Compliance Coal Corporation
for a site near Fanny Bay, BC. Of the 400 attendees who came from around Vancouver Island, Tria Donaldson of the Wilderness Committee said, ‘The great turnout shows
how much resistance this mine has all the way from Campbell River down to Victoria.’ Protesters say they are concerned about the potential impacts the mine’s operations
could have on the Baynes Sound shellfish industry, the area’s groundwater supplies and climate change. 

Looking At ‘Quinsam’
In the words of the press release, the expansion ‘will
continue to provide more than 500 direct and indirect jobs
in the Campbell River area.’ This promise begs to be seen in
an historical context. 
Let’s go back to the late 1970s when QCC first proposed

to mine coal in the Quinsam River watershed. Instantly,
residents of Campbell River along with representatives of
both commercial and sports fishing and numerous
environmental groups were flabbergasted—as were their
political leaders. The mere thought of risking damage to the
renewable resources that formed the heart of the local
economy was incomprehensible. 
In those days, mayor and council of Campbell River, the

Regional District of Comox-Strathcona, and local NDP-MLA
Colin Gabelmann were all opposed to the project.
Gabelmann spoke for many residents when he said flatly
the proposal was unacceptable. A public inquiry held in
1983 heard technical evidence which, in the eyes of many,
seemed to reinforce doubts that the project could be carried
out without significant risks to Campbell River’s most
cherished asset—the spawning grounds. 

Those Jobs—Again
The company’s case seemed weak. But in the end, QCC’s
unequivocal declaration that: ‘A total of 246 direct jobs will
be created on a permanent basis’ seemed to turn the tide.
The Commission’s report to the Minister recommended
that the project could be ‘constructed and operated with
appropriate mitigative measures so that impacts on the
environment would be minimal.’ In the end, ‘job creation’
trumped guarantees of water quality in the streams and
lakes responsible for Campbell River’s identity—
commitment to mitigative measures, it appears, was
sufficient. 
Then, early in 1984, Tony Brummet, Minister of

Environment in the Social Credit government of the day,
issued the permit and opened the door. QCC, with a

commitment to abide by a package of mitigative measures
under one arm and a pledge to create 246 direct jobs under
the other, strode in and set up on the banks of the Quinsam
River. It took another three years before coal was actually
extracted. So it was 1987, against the wishes of local
politicians, when Campbell River became a mining town. 
As years passed, there were environmental and job

creation issues. The Campbell River Environmental
Committee has fully documented the company’s responses
to allegations of violations of water standards downstream
from the mine. Throughout the 1980s, the number of jobs
at the mine never exceeded 50. Even during the boom years
of the 1990s, the numbers employed at the mine failed to
reach 246 and varied from 75 in 1990 to 230 in the peak
year of 1998. 
Since then, employment plummeted to fewer than 50 as

QCC limped into the 21st century under court-ordered
bankruptcy protection. Following a second financial
restructuring, employment levels remained sluggish, and it
was 2006 before they exceeded 100 again. In 2007, QCC
operated at a loss and had a third financial restructuring in
2009. It’s very hard to conclude that permanent jobs, other
than those at the very top, have been a feature of this
corporation’s presence in Campbell River since 1987.
Presently QCC employs ‘about 140’ and the expansion
permit was granted based on this number. 
So, it seems the commitment to 246 permanent jobs

served its purpose in 1983—it opened a door. And, almost
30 years after QCCwalked through that door, it has gained
enormous influence in the region. 
Once opposed by virtually all locally-elected officials, it

is now ‘too big to fail’ and is supported by local politicians
including the mayor and the local NDP MLA, Claire Trevena,
who says: ‘I know that Quinsam is working extremely hard
at trying to make sure that it does meet all the
[environmental] standards.’ 
It seems that Campbell River will continue to be a mining

town. 0
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- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on
Excellent references. 

BBB, Licensed, Insured, 
WCB, Visa, M/C.

www.soarecontracting.com

250-474-7325

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER

COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON mEmBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

ROOFING 
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

LANCE VAESEN

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

• WATERWELLS

• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVEWELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

1-800-746-7444 
250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

Besley
Design & Build
Renovations & Additions
Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Timberworks & Arbors

25 years experience
Licensed & Insured

Call Ron for free estimateH
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rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885  

Advisory services for
Water Wells

Aquifers
Groundwater

Hy-Geo Consulting

250.658.1701
www.hy-geo.com

information@hy-geo.com

FREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REmOVAL
No Wheels?
No problem!

medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842
250-732-4285

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Close to 
Sidney &  Victoria, 
Ferries &  Airport

Pick-ups arranged

Short & Long Term

Unlimited mileage 
on the Islands

Seniors’ Specials

GSARENTALS
AUTO

.com

Book with the best!
Mention this ad  for discount

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

Dave 250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

“We don’t stand 
behind our work, 

we stand behind a tree.”

RETIREMENT

MOORINGS

Chris West 
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

Dock Chain Inspection 
& Replacement

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

steve Richards
250-629-6180/250-888-1303

toRCh-on MeMbRanes,
shingles, Metal Roofing,

CustoM flashing

Roofing RepaiRs &
new ConstRuCtion

MARINE

MOVED
HOMES

BE BOLD - GO GREEN
Character, Custom &

Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-606-2237

FOR SENIORS

EXTRAORDINARY
Food
People
Experience

…deciding what comes
next just got easier…

250.537.8340
www.HeritagePlace.info

Heritage Place

Wood Burning 
Cookstoves

Lasqueti Island, BC
250-333-8885

Time
STOVES.ca

Comfort

Come Home to Comfort

Amish Design
Canadian Built

Airtight 
Economical
Sustainable 

Renewable fuel 

WORD ADS (up to 25 words): $16+hst, additional words 25¢ each 
BOXED ADS B&W: $24.50/inch+hst. COLOUR: $31.80/inch+hst • Multi-issue discounts

250-629-3660 • islandtides@islandtides.com • NEXT DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 15

WANTED
Pender Island: we will haul away
those discarded sliding glass doors
lying around your back-40! Call 250-
629-6038.

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

FOR RENT
Waterfront retreat on Galiano
Island. Southwest facing, incredible
view, one bedroom, comfortably
furnished. Fireplace, wood floors.
NS, pets will be interviewed.
Separate entrance. $750/month plus
hydro. 250-891-2143.

For advertising 
info call 

250-629-3660 

Jump start your
spring with
Island Tides

upgrading BCFS’ traffic forecasting,
reservation and point of sale systems.
Commissioners’ Options

Recommendations [16] and [17] would give
the Commissioner more options in setting
final price cap decisions, including changes
to service levels and reconsidering upcoming
capital projects. The Commissioner should
also have more options in dealing with
‘extraordinary situations’.

Financial Sustainability
Recommendations [18], [19], and [20]
would empower the Commissioner to set the
required rate of return on equity (rather than
have it fixed by the Act). It would also
provide for local governments to establish a
surcharge on local routes to pay for tourism
promotion. Finally, it would provide
specifically for the raising of ancillary
revenue by BCFS.
Strengthen Commissioner

and Advisory Roles
The Report recommends a stronger

oversight role for the Commissioners, and
recognition of the role of Advisory
Committees. Recommendations [21], [22],
[23], and [24] would give the Commissioner
authority to order BCFS to prepare plans,
review policies, undertake a public
consultation, or make information public.
The Commissioner could approve or reject a
plan as submitted, but could not put forward
his own plan. He should also be able to carry
out performance audits.
Advisory Committees, currently

reporting to BCFS, would come under the
Commissioner, and would include
representatives from a range of ferry users,
including local government.
Finally, Some Housekeeping
Recommendations [25] through [31] deal
with inconsistencies and wording problems
with the original Act. They include
provisions for a report recommending
updates to the Act be submitted annually,
and for a necessary increase to the
Commissioners’ budget. 0

FERRY REVIEW from page 3
and other parties. The two-year
implementation plan for the new system will
be completed in 2012-2013.
The proposed budget could also fund

several other strategic programs, some with
significance throughout the Islands Trust
Area, and some of importance to individual
island communities. 
The proposed 2012-2013 budget would:
• support completion or significant
advancement of community work in
reviewing Official Community Plans and
Land Use bylaws in seven Local Trust Areas.
In addition to public consultation, specific
work would be related to affordable housing,
groundwater and shoreline protection, and
food security;
• implement community planning
projects on Salt Spring Island related to the
Official Community Plan;
• consult with the community about
shoreline protection on North and South
Pender Islands;
• improve groundwater protection on
Galiano Island;
• finalize updated bylaws for islands in the
Ballenas-Winchelsea archipelago;
• improve the accuracy and availability of
Islands Trust mapping products;
• enable office renovations in the Salt
Spring Island office; and
• provide additional laptop computers for

trustees for more ‘paperless’ meetings.
‘Islanders expect us to carry out our

provincial mandate in a cost-effective
manner that minimizes pressures on
taxpayers,’ said Malcolmson. ‘As a local
government we must also undertake a
number of mandatory tasks and are faced
with cost increases beyond our control. To
respond to Islander’s requests for more
programs and services while keeping cost
increases as low as possible, we have
examined our budget carefully and reduced
spending in other areas wherever possible.
‘Before proposing this budget, our

Financial Planning Committee met several
times and carefully considered the options
for providing the programs and services our
communities ask for, as well as meeting our
legal obligations as a local government,’
Malcolmson said. ‘The proposed budget
represents many hours of discussion and
debate. Now we need to hear from islanders.’
Budget details are available from the

Islands Trust website and at the Islands
Trust’s Ganges and Gabriola offices. Written
input received by noon Thursday, March 1
will be considered by Trust Council before it
adopts a final budget. 
Comments can be sent to: 
Islands Trust Council, Att: Treasurer,

#200-1627 Fort Street, Victoria, BC V8R
1H8; budget2012@islandstrust.bc.ca; or
faxed to 250.405.5155. 0

BUDGET INPUT from page 9

What They Did
The Commissioners held 27 public meetings in communities served by BC Ferries, met with
numerous local governments and concerned associations, published a number of discussion
papers for comment, reviewed some 200 written submissions, and reviewed how
governance and price regulation was managed in other ferry systems around the world.
(This resulted in the revelation that ferry system regulators in Scotland, Norway, Australia,
the Maritimes, and Washington State put the public interest first.) The Commissioners then
examined the options and initiatives, culminating in some 31 recommendations.
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Toll Free 1.877.826.5461
www.tamlinhomes.com

LANGLEY DISPLAY CENTRE Thinking about building remotely?
We can design and help you build your 
custom ‘Hybrid’ timber frame home. 
Visit Tamlin Homes’ new post & beam
head office for an eye opening tour!

Water Storage for Rainwater &
Well Water Systems

BARR Plastics – The Best Prices & Supply for Water Tanks

COMPLETE LINE OF RAINWATER FILTERS, PUMPS & ACCESSORIES

Accredited 
Rainwater Systems 

Professionals!
barrplastics.com
1-800-665-4499

Archaeologists have established that
the common pea has been
cultivated for at least 9,000 years in

southeastern Europe and central Asia. The
two principal types are the sweet edible pod,
and the smooth pea, which is grown
commercially for its larger yield. 
It was called ‘pison’ by the Greeks, ‘pisam’

in Latin, ‘peason’ in Saxon, ‘pease’ in late
medieval English and finally reduced to ‘pea’
in early modern times. In northern Europe
both varieties were common until the 17th
century when the edible pod fell out of
fashion; the reverse happened in Asia. Now
the twain meet again. 
So too, the Broad (fava) bean is equally

Neolithic and once the staple of Egypt. In the
fledgling Roman democracy it was used to
count votes, white for ‘yes,’ black for ‘no,’
dedicated to Apollo for good luck and served
at weddings cooked with bacon, regardless
of its reputation to cause flatulence!
Hundreds of varieties formally existed, most
are long gone. It became a staple in the
kitchen and bean-flour cast on water was
used as bait to attract fish. 
Sown in the fall, broad beans and almost

every variety of pea will overwinter if it is not

too cold. They are one of the first seeds to
germinate in early spring. You can sow them
now if you have a raised bed in a sunny
location. If you’re cautious, sow them in pots
in a cool greenhouse or next to a window in
the garage; four or five per one-litre pot for
peas, and two per pot for beans. Keep them
cool with plenty of light and plant them
outside on a warm day in early March. 
Other early cool weather vegetables

include lettuce, salad greens, mustard cress,
radishes, carrots and beets. All these seeds
start better under glass or some protection
from frost and wind and if you have a
greenhouse or cold frame you can also try an
early crop of sprouting broccoli, rapini and
celery. If you want some colour for the
garden or your salad bowl, throw in a pinch
of calendula, marigolds and pansies. 
Having an enclosed space for growing is

a big improvement over the open ground,
especially in early spring. I’m an advocate of
glass because it lasts for years. Tempered
glass is free at most recycling depots and it is
always warmer. On the down-side, it can be
heavy to handle, requires a strong support
and can be broken. 
Polyethylene sheeting is relatively

inexpensive and easy to handle. It is not as
warm as glass, but it is much easier to install.
If you sow hardy vegetables such as lettuce and
carrots directly outside, a sheet of poly thrown
over the top will protect the ground from wind
and some frost. If you bury the edges you can
make it difficult for slugs to get in, unless, of
course, the interlopers are already established. 
Growing and harvesting all your crops each

year is quite a challenge given the vicissitudes
of weather and predators, so never sow all your
seeds at once unless you really have faith. For
most salads and basic vegetables I allow three
sowings—early, main and late—and if I’m lucky
I’ll get something from two of them. For larger
crops such as potatoes and tomatoes, two
sowings are usually sufficient: a small early
crop and a larger main crop after the winter
vegetables have been cleared out.   
Seedlings, and plants in general, grow very

fast in spring because of increased light.
Photosynthesis is the conversion of carbon
dioxide and water into sugars to make plants
grow in direct proportion to light intensity. This
is why plants in the North grow with such
amazing speed when subject to 20 hours of
daylight. 

Further on the subject of seeds: if like me,
you have a bag of seeds stuffed into a corner of
the freezer, now is the time to haul it out and
discover what you had forgotten before you
buy all over again. Most seeds are viable for
several years and it has been observed that
those seeds with the longest shelf-life tend to
develop into the strongest plants. If you are not
sure about the viability of your old seeds, test
them. Take a pinch of seed, place between two
pieces of tissue paper, set on a saucer, dampen
(do not flood) with warm water and place on
top of the hot-water tank. Like sprouts, most
will germinate within 48 hours. If there is no
action after a week then discard the packet and
buy new. 
As for flowers: petunias, antirrhinums,

lobelia and many of the classic annual flowers
are really perennials in their native countries
and need 70-90 days before they reach
flowering size so you might want to sow them
in pots or flats using a sterile starting-mix, now.
This makes sense if you need a few hundred or
want a particular variety, otherwise wait until
April and buy a couple of flats from a local
nursery where they are grown. 0

February Garden Calendar A yeard she hadde, enclosed al aboute
with stikkes, and a drye ditch with-out.

—Chaucer, Canterbury Tales, AD1400

Alita Pisa (peas with sausages)
This is a Roman recipe from the 1st century.
You need about a kilo of snap peas, and enough
pork sausages to serve 4.
Sauce: Mix ground black pepper, celery, ginger,
honey, vegetable stock, a dash of white wine
and some olive oil in a saucepan and cook
gently for about 10 minutes. Blend until
smooth and return to the pan over low heat. 
Meanwhile: fry or grill the sausages until done,
stir fry the peas for half a minute. Toss the peas
and sausages together and serve with the hot
sauce. Serve over toast for breakfast or lunch.

Iranian Beans
Steam some fresh fava beans until tender.
Make a sauce with grated ginger, chicken stock,
a little white wine and a dash of olive oil. Blend

the sauce and toss over the beans. Sprinkle with
roasted pine nuts and ground cumin.

Fabaciae (Beans for a wedding)
Boil some fava beans in salted water until
tender. Drain and allow to cool.
Make a salad dressing with dry mustard,
honey, rue (cilantro), cumin, vinegar and olive
oil. Blend until smooth, adjust to taste, toss with
the beans and serve as a salad with slices of cold
roast meat.
For a winter treat try Boston Fritters
Take a bottle of dark ale and stir in some flour
until it is creamy and smooth. Grate in an old
apple (skin an’ all) plus a pinch of salt and beat
in one egg. Let it rest a few minutes while you
heat up an iron pan. Brush with butter and
drop spoonfuls of batter and fry until golden,
turn once and serve immediately with a dusting
of cinnamon, lemon sugar or maple syrup.

IS THIS A CRIME SCENE? 

No one should ever be pressured, forced or tricked  
into giving money — even to loved ones. If someone  
you trust is taking advantage of you, help is out there.  
Learn the signs of financial abuse to protect  
yourself and the people you love. 

To find out more from the Government of Canada about preventing 
elder abuse, visit www.seniors.gc.ca or call 1 800 O-Canada  
(1-800-622-6232) TTY: 1-800-926-9105 

h Peas ‘n Beans‘n Fritters h

BRIAN CRUMBLEHULME


