
‘W
hat is he doing this for?’ is the question most
people ask when I tell them about Sandor
Csepregi’s Southern Gulf Islands-athon. ‘Local

food security and sustainability,’ I reply. 
I was camping with friends on Valdes Island, July 2, when

Sandor came through on his awareness-raising trek through
the islands. He was in good spirits and enjoyed a few laughs
with us before tackling the logging roads on a borrowed bicycle. 

This was after his departure from Browning Harbour,
Pender Island, on Friday morning, July 1. Jay Raichura and
Kelly-Anne B swam with Sandor to the Saturna Lamb
Barbeque before he ran across Saturna and jumped in the
water again for a swim to Mayne Island. 

He cycled north to Miners Bay before swimming across
Active Pass. Next, another cycling trip, up 30km-long Galiano
Island this time. The bike got a flat tire, so he ran it the rest of
the way. And this was all on Canada Day!

Saturday morning, Sandor swam Porlier Pass with Josh
Landry providing boat support, landing safely on Valdes Island
around 11am. I saw him shortly after that; he polished off a litre
of Gatorade with no problem, before also enjoying a couple of
glasses of red wine. The weather was pretty hot, so he stuck
around our camp in the shade for awhile before making his
way to the north end of Valdes for the night. 

Stalwart sailors Tony Clark and Jacquie Main got up before

dawn on Sunday to provide boat support for Sandor crossing

Gabriola Passage. He said he could have done it on his own, he

didn’t want to bother us at that hour, but we made sure
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Sandor Csepregi is welcomed ashore with a rose by Cora & Adrian Schamberger after swimming Swanson Channel and completing his ‘Gulf Islands-athon for
Food Security & Sustainability’ on July 5. Almost 40 people came to Thieves Bay, Pender Island, for his arrival, bringing music, flowers and his favourite pizza.

BC Ferries Services Inc has hit the financial wall. 
The corporation only avoided its first annual loss, some

$5 million, by selling its old office building for $9.3 million
more than its book value, and leasing new premises. 

Even with the sale of the building, the resulting net
earnings for the 2010-2011 fiscal year were $3.8 million,
just slightly more than the 2009-2010 fiscal year, when
earnings were $3.4 million. 

BCFS rationalizes that the new building makes it
possible to put its administration all in one place, for
increased efficiency.

The writing has been on that wall for the last three
years, though. Until 2005, despite declining traffic,
substantial fare increases kept gross revenues steadily
increasing but operating expenses kept pace. 

However, despite continuously increasing fares,
earnings from operations peaked in 2005-2006 at $75
million, and the trend has been lower since, to $67 million
in 2010-2011. 

Debt Service Outstrips Earnings
Interest costs on the company’s ever-increasing capital
debt (now $1.3 billion) have risen rapidly from a low of $18
million in 2006-2007 to $72 million in 2010-2011. 

In this past fiscal year, interest on debt exceeded, for
the first time, earnings from operations. Hence the $5
million loss.

BC Ferry Services Inc Model
BCFS has followed the business framework set out in the
Coastal Ferry Act, 2003, which set up BCFS as a privatized

(but 100% provincially owned) corporation to provide
ferry services under contract to the provincial Ministry of
Transportation.

Under the contract, the Province pays an annual ‘ferry
service fee’ to BCFS for a predetermined set of routes and
scheduled services. The government has not increased this
fee from the $92 million allocated in 2003. 

BCFS finances the construction and maintenance of its
ships and terminals, and pays its own operating expenses.
It proposes fare levels for each four year ‘performance
term’ to cover its costs; these fares are reviewed and
authorized by an independent ferry commissioner. 

The Ferry Commissioner’s major responsibility is to
ensure the solvency of the corporation, and thus its ability
to finance its capital requirements. This approval system
was also supposed to ensure that fares would rise at no
more than the Consumer Price Index, and remain
affordable for ferry users. 

In order to ensure that fares did not rise to politically
unacceptable levels on the main routes, the Act required
that the traditional cross-subsidy from the main routes to
the minor routes be discontinued. 

The model ensured that ferry users pay for all cost
increases. This was accomplished by essentially freezing
the ‘ferry service fee’ under the contract.

The result of the ‘privatization’ was that BC Ferries’ debt
was no longer on the government’s books, and that the
total annual cost of the ferry system to the government
could be limited.

Ferry corporation losing money, sells office building
Patrick Brown

One big idea connects 9
islands in 5 days ~ Sara Miles

GULF ISLANDS-ATHON, please turn to page 2 FERRIES, please turn to page 5
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A swallowtail ‘flutterby’ finds nectar in the garden. 
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Following recent outbreaks of the Infectious Salmon

Anemia virus (ISAv) at fish farms in Chile and Scotland,

biologist Alexandra Morton is calling attention to the risk

the virus could pose to wild BC salmon. 

Morton writes that the traceable virus came from

Norway and ‘went viral’, killing 70% of Chile’s 500 salmon

farms. 

In a recent letter to Minister of Fisheries Keith Ashfield,

Morton made reference to minutes of a

Mainstream/Cermaq meeting in April which she copied

before they were removed from the internet. 

In the minutes, employees of the Norwegian salmon

farm corporation discuss a need to ‘avoid speculation about
the situation in BC’. 

Morton’s letter asks the minister which situation they
could be referring to, and how the minister plans to prevent
and manage the possible catastrophe, should ISAv appear
here. 

She reminds that ‘1,250 salmon feedlot jobs in BC will be
lost, wild fisheries of several species would be at severe risk
and no coast has ever gotten rid of ISA virus once it has
shown up in salmon farms.’

The minutes also state that people in BC are ignoring
Morton and that the issue is very ‘sensitive.’ 

The Cohen Commission public forums are scheduled to
resume in late August. 0

someone would be there for him. Why he chose that time, I

am not sure, but Victor Anthony was waiting for him on the

other side with a Gabriola Green Bike. 

‘It was pretty darn exciting!’ Victor said, although not

many people wanted to be up that early on a Sunday.

Sandor spent the day cycling Gabriola and meeting people

interested in his cause and then made his way back to

Valdes that night. 

Monday, he departed from the west side of Valdes and

swam to Thetis Island. He cycled around, then paddled a

borrowed canoe to tiny Jackscrew Island.

On the last day of his epic journey, Tuesday, July 5,

Sandor swam from Jackscrew to the north end of Salt

Spring Island and cycled down to Beaver Point. He

completed the last leg of his Gulf Islands-athon with a swim

to his homeport, landing at Thieves Bay on Pender, with

Brian Budnyk providing boat support. The tides were not

in his favour  this time, so he was pretty exhausted upon

arriving, but full of smiles and thanks for all the people who

helped him on his journey.

Observers have remarked on Sandor’s ‘corkscrew’ swim

stroke, his love of red wine, his eccentricity and his energy.

‘My hat’s off to him,’ Victor Anthony said. ‘He is doing an

excellent thing, it really raised some eyebrows, and he is

getting people talking.’ 

Sandor is fundraising for local food initiatives, but the most
remarkable part of this story is the desire to connect our small
island communities that are separated by water—which, it
turns out, is not much of an obstacle at all, if we follow Sandor’s
example. And he plans to do it again, soon! 

See members.shaw.ca/gulfislandsathon/links.htm for
Sandor’s updated list of local food producers and
sustainability initiatives on the islands. 0

GULF ISLANDS-ATHON from page 1
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Sandor swimming into Thieves Bay. 

Is salmon virus in BC? ~ Sara Miles



I
am always touched by the goodwill, collaboration, hard
work and enjoyment that the Saturna Lamb Barbeque
sets in motion, although each year it is tangibly

different. 
Just as the lambs are born and die, we learn to

participate, give our best, then choose to participate less,
and die. We have a motto at the Saturna Lamb Barbeque:
‘Yes, you can retire from your post as soon as you have an
excellent, trained, approved replacement!’

This Lamb BBQ, in particular, had a host of ‘youngers’
proving their worth and helping to carry the load.  As you
get older, and past your own feisty youth and middle-age,
you look at these community members—some who grew up
here, some whose parents have summer cabins, some who
just arrived off the Mayne Queen and want to be a part—
and you are delighted.  

Jim and Lorraine Campbell, now in their nineties, were
here at the beginning, in 1950, when the BBQ started on
their farm. Every year, in the midst of haying, gardening to
feed their big family, and the myriad chores of a big sheep
and cow farm, they have carried a big part of the success of
the BBQ. This year, Lorraine attended part of the BBQ in a
wheelchair, and Jim sharpened the knives and carved the
front and centre lamb as he always does. For the first time,
he did not oversee the racking of the 27 lambs in the
Community Hall. However, as their children have been
raised up on BBQ, and grandchildren swell the ranks, we
carry on excellently.  

I counted 96 volunteers who stayed for the Workers’
Dinner after the grounds were quiet and the paying guests
had gone back to their boats or the ferry. Many volunteers
didn’t attend because they had family at home or guests or
work the next day. Out of our core community of 300+
people this represents a huge percentage of the community!
We even have people who, for years, have come  from off-
island just to volunteer at the BBQ. 

This year we burned the old ticket booth—built by I-
don’t-know-who before I got there in 1970—which had
accompanyied us from the Campbell farm to the current site
at Winter Cove. It sat year-round at the ballfield, waiting to
be pulled into its usual spot. I safeguarded it for years from
the ‘let’s get rid of that piece of junk, it’s falling apart’ crowd!
Last year I commissioned a new one built entirely of wood,
so finally I let the original one feed the flames of the big fire
that cooks the lambs. The event goes on! New is good. 

This year, we had new children’s games thought up by
new community members that were a big hit: BaaBaa
Regatta with windblown sail boats, and a barn ringtoss.  

Opening Day ceremonies started the event with a
greeting and welcome by Tseycum council member Toby
Joseph. The BBQ is held on land that is part of Tseycum and
Tsawout-Senchathan alliance territory. Saturna
Community Club Chair Sam Perimaki gave a little history
of the event in her welcoming speech and Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve’s Superintendent Wayne Bourke was
also part of the opening ceremonies. 

For the first time, the Islands Trust had a booth, with
fabulous maps. Our two trustees answered questions about
proposed bylaws and gave away marvelous graphics on
sensitive ecosystems, as well as showing a photographic
essay describing the unique ecosytems of the Trust area. 

May Sam and Karen Marston taught participants to
make gorgeous First Nations decorations from local
materials that they provided. A longtime weekender, just
retired, who is a renowned children’s librarian, offered a
Children’s Story Time. These innovative endeavours worked
beautifully.

Each year we recreate something magical over BBQ time.
Twice in my life on Saturna, the community has found
different value systems colliding. One year we had a huge
flare up over our first big land development scheme and
another over the second community centre being built. The
Community had attended meeting after meeting and the
social atmosphere was divisive. We were hard on each other,
angry and hurt. 

The BBQ depends on numerous, tiny instrumental
efforts of a huge number of people—‘self-activated ad hoc-
ery,’ Jim Campbell calls it—as well as about 60 dedicated
volunteers. Having to be in contact to pull off this effort that
is larger than each individual, we gradually had the chance
to experience our collective strength. There are still wounds,
and they, along with the memory, provide motivation to

learn to express our differences more respectfully and to be
more effective collectively. We did not fail the test of
community, although we were frightened that we might.  

As important as the actual BBQ are the Workers’ Dinner,
the Racking the Lamb Dinner and the Cleanup Day lunch
and BBQ Evaluation Meeting. As a community, we get
together and talk, decide, laugh, and eat and drink.As we
get older, we appreciate young hands joining in and the
oldest are honoured or remembered for all they gave.

The result of providing the BBQ’s delicious dinner and a
simple family-fun experience is that our paying guests
provide the money to fund the Saturna Community Hall’s
operating expenses for the year (lights, heat and repairs) as
well as funds for medical clinic expenses and projects
identified by the Community Club as important. 0

Saturna Notes —PRISCILLA EWBANK

T
he Quebec asbestos industry has long been a

political sacred cow. In 2006, when I became leader

of the Green Party, we were the only party to favour

ending the export of asbestos. Despite the heroic efforts of

NDP MP Pat Martin, until 2008 the NDP did not officially

oppose asbestos exports. The federal Liberal governments

of Chretien and Martin defended asbestos and taxpayers’

dollars flowed to the Chrysotile Institute to promote its ‘safe

use.’

Over the last five years, there has been a healthy shift.

First the NDP, and then the Liberals, shifted their positions

to, at least, favour listing asbestos as ‘hazardous’ under the

Rotterdam Convention.

The Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed

Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and

Pesticides in International Trade was signed in 1998 and

became globally legally binding in 2004. The Convention

does not ban substances. As the name suggests, it sets out

the rules for the international trade in certain dangerous

substances requiring the importing country receive

warnings and give its ‘prior informed consent.’  

Canada has long been a staunch defender of asbestos.

When France banned chrysotile asbestos in 1999, Canada
launched a complaint to the World Trade Organization. Up
to that point, the WTO, created in 1995, had always found
in favour of trade and never in defence of health and safety.
The asbestos case was the first exception and Canada lost.

Canada’s PR campaign is that the old dangerous asbestos
is different from chrysotile asbestos. True, asbestos, used in
brake shoes and insulating, was brown and chrysotile
asbestos, used primarily to reinforce concrete, is white.
What they have in common is that breathing in their fibres
causes cancer. No level of exposure is safe.

The World Health Organization has estimated that
approximately 100,000 people a year will die due to
asbestos exposure. The Canadian Cancer Society has called
our government’s position ‘unethical.’ 

What made this year’s meeting of the Rotterdam
Convention particularly galling was Canada’s negotiating
strategy. Hanging back, we let India and other developing
countries do our dirty work. It appeared the deadlock was
broken on June 23, when India recanted and agreed to
press the small handful of other developing countries, still
opposed, to agree to listing. As reported by the respected
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With breathtaking virtuosity, First Nations
poet Garry Thomas Morse sets out to recover
the appropriated, stolen, and scattered world
of his ancestral Kwakwaka’wakw people,
from Alert Bay to Quadra Island to Vancouver.
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Asbestos: Harper government earns
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Making natural decorations at the Saturna BBQ.



Page 4, ISLAND TIDES, July 14, 2011

18,000 copies this edition
Every Second Thursday

STRAIT Of GEORGIA’S ONLY 
FREE & MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

14,176 print copies delivered to
Gulf Island households

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0

Owner and Publisher: Christa Grace-Warrick
Editing & Production: Sara Miles

Contributors: Patrick Brown, Priscilla Ewbank 
Elizabeth May, Toby Snelgrove, Anita McCamley
Susan Banjavich, Graeme Bregani, Barry Mathias

Kathy Ramsey, Martin Blakesley 
Derek Holzapfel, Leanna Boyer 

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 250-629-3838
Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday Between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Print Subscription $44.80
Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscription $28.00

International Subs: $60.00 • Free online PDF

3,824 print copies on the Ferry Routes and in3,824 print copies on the Ferry Routes and in
Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,

Chemainus,Ladysmith, Nanaimo, Chemainus,Ladysmith, Nanaimo, 
Bowser, Campbell River & Port AlberniBowser, Campbell River & Port Alberni

3,000 online readers each edition3,000 online readers each edition

www.islandtides.com

Readers’ Letters

Editorial: Full Astern

islandtides.com

John Wort Hannam, The Urban Folk Quartet, Ron Hynes�
Washboard Hank, Alpha Yaya Diallo, Danny O'Keefe, Yeshe 

Maria Dunn, Tannis Slimmon, Ray Bonneville, Tuber�
Blackberry Wood, Stacey Earle and Mark Stuart, Wil�

Tim Williams, Helen Austin, Minor Empire, Oh My Darling 
Traveler, Kat Danser, Tribe of One, Doug Towle, Mojave�

Bruce Brackney and Rick Van Krugel, Jayme Stone �
The Sumner Brothers, Dave Harris one man band�

 Ivonne Hernandez with Jeremy Walsh, Paul O'Brien�
Terry Brennan, Cahalen Morrison and Eli West, Skagway�

The Human Statues, Seeds and Salt Theatre Company�
Jeremy Loveday, McCandless, Clowns and Company�

Edward Powell and Niel Golden, Sister Says, Trevor Davies 
Kierah Raymond, Jessica Lydia Benini, Miss Emily Brown 

Those O'Briens, "Spirit of the Festival" CVAC Wandering Artists�
and so much more!*

27th Islands Folk Festival�
July 22, 23, 24, 2011�

Providence Farm, 1843 Tzouhalem Road�
Duncan, BC, Canada

3 Days - 6 Stages - 125 Musicians�
Islands Song Contest Finals Friday Night�

AdvancedWeekenddPassdAvailableduntildJulydw5th
h75dAdultdsdh65dYouthdmincludesdHSTn(

MaindGatedPricesdsdhwvvdAdultdsdh9vdYouthdmincludesdHSTn(
DaydPassesdsdFridaydh4vdsdSattdh7vdsdSuntdh4vdmincludesdHSTn(

ChildrendunderdwydfreedwithdaccompanyingdAdultd

Onsite Camping, Onsite Parking,�
Full Children's Area, Food and Craft Vendors �

Late Night Jamming, Open Stage, Free Shuttles �
Healing Arts Stage, Sorry no pets

Tickets limited to 3,000 this year!�
Purchase online: www.folkfest.bc.ca�

or by phone: 250-748-3975

*Performers subject to change without notice Printed in Canada

Please note that the camping gates open at 9am, �
Friday July 22nd. First come-first served, no reservations. �

Access to the Main Festival Grounds are NOT open �
to the general public until 3pm Friday

27th Islands Folk Festival
July 22, 23, 24, 2011

Providence Farm, Duncan, BC, Canada

3 Days - 6 Stages - 125 Musicians
Islands Song Contest Finals Friday Night

John Wort Hannam, The Urban Folk Quartet, Ron Hynes, Washboard
Hank, Alpha Yaya Diallo, Danny O’Keefe, Yeshe, Maria Dunn, Tannis

Slimmon, Ray Bonneville, Tuber, Blackberry Wood, Stacey Earle and Mark
Stuart, Wil, Tim Williams, Helen Austin, Minor Empire, Oh My Darling,
Traveler, Kat Danser, Tribe of One, Doug Towle, Mojave, Bruce Brackney
and Rick Van Krugel, Jayme Stone, The Sumner Brothers, Dave Harris one

man band, Ivonne Hernandez with Jeremy Walsh, Paul O’Brien, Terry
Brennan, Cahalen Morrison and Eli West, Skagway, The Human Statues,
Seeds and Salt Theatre Company, Jeremy Loveday, McCandless, Clowns

and Company, Edward Powell and Niel Golden, Sister Says, Trevor Davies,
Keirah Raymond, Jessica Lydia Benini, Miss Emily Brown, Those O’Briens,

‘Spirit of the Festival’, CVAC Wandering Artists and so much more! 

Tickets limited to 3,000 this year! 
Purchase online www.folkfest.bc.ca or by

phone 250-748-3975

$100 Adult - $90 Youth
Day Passes: Friday $40 - Saturday $70 - Sunday $40

All prices include HST. Children under 12 free with accompanying adult.

B
ritish Columbia’s ferries have been serving coastal
residents and visitors for 50 years. However, the
system was never designed to be ‘sustainable’—with

enough leeway to renew the fleet. The aging fleet was
surfacing as a major problem by 2003.

The Liberal Cabinet did not want to be responsible for the
enormous fare hikes they saw coming—if it did not put
money into BC’s coastal transportation link. 

In a clever piece of spin, a reason put forward for
‘privatizing’ the ferry service was to ‘remove it from political
control’. In fact, not surprisingly, they did not want to carry
the can. So they thought up a quasi-privatization scheme to
put the user-pay system at a remove—in the structure of BC
Ferry Services Inc. 

It is clear now that the eight-year-old, poorly planned and
inadequately financed ‘privatization’ dodge was a serious
mistake. The government did not count on the public’s
option of simply not riding the ferries at the prices asked.
And worse, it did not take into account the impact of the
subsequent rise in living and business costs for BC’s 750,000

ferry-dependent citizens. 
The resultant economic downturn for the corporation

and the province makes a ‘full astern’ imperative.
The Coastal Ferry Act, 2003 needs more than a review;

it must be repealed. It’s up to Ferry Commissioner Macatee
to set a new—maybe an old—direction in his review. It is
likely that reverting to a Crown corporation, financed as part
of the provincial budget, with its debt assumed by the
province, would both reduce crippling interest rates and
permit more reasonable fares.

This essential service, and its fares, are a government
responsibility; its ships are a vital part of the provincial
transportation system; its debt is really a provincial debt.
This can be seen by reflecting on whether the government
could let BCFS go bankrupt and let the ferries stop running.
Of course it can’t. (Though, of course, it does not want to be
seen to add $1.3 billion to the provincial debt). 

However a restructuring needs to be done honestly and
straightforwardly to restore this provincial economic catalyst
to its rightful place, and to restore public confidence. 0

Lounges Missed on Passengerships 
Dear Editor:
This is further to the article by Priscilla Ewbank entitled ‘The
Rebranding of a Venerable Queen’, Island Tides, May 5,
2011. Most of the passenger ships that have sailed on the BC
Coast have had lounges at the bow. When the three double-
ended ferries Coastal Celebration, Coastal Inspiration and
Coastal Renaissance went into service in 2008, I was
disappointed they did not have passenger lounges at each
end and I feel there is something missing on these ferries. 

William Etchell, Vancouver

Missing Meter Information
Dear Editor:
Gary Murphy, Chief Project Officer, BC Hydro Smart
Metering Initiative, claims ‘there are tremendous amounts
of misinformation that are causing unnecessary fear and
anxiety.’ He might be correct, there is an easy way to
disprove the misinformation. 

Make both the end-point meters and the Central Relay
Meters available to be tested along with any other parts of
the Smart Grid System that the public has concerns about. 

Make the plans of the meters available to the public so
that those among us that are qualified electronically can see
that the meters cannot cause harm. Certify that the meters
are set up to transmit as though they were in regular
operation. Agree to compensate at a punitive amount any
person that finds a meter that exceeds the published
emission rates. And finally, agree to test the radiation from
the meter and provide the client with a report twice a year.

The solution is simple, if they agree to do this then there
is a level of assurance—as much as one can rely on a
government agency. Refuse to do this then the public will
know the misinformation is coming from the
BCHydro/government side.

Norm Ryder, Saanichton

Lead by Example
Dear Editor: 
It seems the government has decided that new postal
workers are to be paid less and have a less certain pension
plan because the business needs to become less expensive
to operate to avoid insolvency. 

This principle does not stand in isolation at this time. In

fact, I think Members of Parliament now have a wonderful
opportunity to lead by example. 

Because Canada has been running a deficit and the
finance minister has been advising that federal incomes are
going to be less than expenses for the foreseeable future,
there should be a program imposed on new MPs that
reduces their salaries proportionally and alters their pension
benefits much in the way of the new legislation now being
considered. 

Such a decision would be inspiring for Canadians.
Erik Andersen, Gabriola Island

Online Reader Thanks
Dear Editor:
Thanks so much for sending us notice of the online version
of Island Tides. We are in Montreal for the summer so it is
a perfect way to stay in touch and feel a bit nostalgic. I went
straight to Elizabeth’s account of the zany goings-on in the
House. 

Barbara Moore, Galiano Island

Better Marketing Needed By BCF 
The following letter was sent to BC Ferries and copied to
Island Tides.
Dear Editor:
The current round of public input into the operation of BC
Ferries is an exercise that leads one to believe that those who
run our vital transportation link are genuinely interested in
improving ‘public service’ and supporting the small business
economy. Or is it?

As a long-time BC Ferries rider living in the Gulf Islands,
it is my belief that despite every good intention, providing
quality customer service is one of the corporation’s lesser
priorities, behind corporate profit, and union/management
harmony. In a world of multi-billion dollar organizations
driven by fluctuations in the worldwide financial markets,
along with a misguided belief in ‘corporate branding’, it is
understandable to see how BC Ferries Corporation can push
aside basic customer service and direct scarce resources into
initiatives that have little or no direct value.

I have no doubt that BC Ferries’ customers would not be
so hostile to fare increases if they felt they were getting
superior service for their dollar. However, as things stand
there is little evidence that things are about to change.

The current face of BCF is showing us:
• expensive refits for cosmetic purposes;
• excessive management compensation increases;
• declining ridership (due to the high cost of travel);
• unreliable service on the minor routes;

R E S O R T  &  S P A

250-629-2100

Hot Dates!
Great Rates!

Save 40% on select dates in 
July and August!

Call our guest reception
for more info! 

Don’t forget...
...about our 

full-service Marina!

LETTERS, continued on page 8
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Every Saturday until Thanksgiving
Pender Islands’ Farmers’ Market—you never know
what you’ll find or who you’ll meet; ‘grow your own’
workshops 10:30am; fresh, local produce; baked goods;
local art & artisan works • Community Hall • Saturdays,
9:30am-1pm • ON PENDER ISLAND

July + August
Classes & Workshops with Chanchal Cabrera and
Open House—HEaLINg WITH HERBS WEEkEND

WORkSHOPS: JULY 22-23: Taste as a guide to clinical
applications; AUGUST 19-21: Aromatherapy-a practical
introduction to the art & science of essential oils; OPEN

HOuSE: Gardens Without Borders, JULY 16, 10am-4pm;
HERB WaLkS: 6:3o–8pm: JULY 20: The Culinary
Gardens; AUG 24: The Apothecary Gardens • Innisfree
Farm • Info: www.chanchalcabrera.com, 250-336-8767 • IN
COURTENAY

Friday, July 15
Pender Film group Screening at the Hall—
FRIDaY, JuLY 15: As Good As It Gets (1997) A single
mother & waitress, a misanthropic author & a gay artist
form an unlikely friendship; sponsored by PI Mental Health
Initiative • 7:30pm • Community Hall • By donation • Info:
www.penderislands.org • ON PENDER ISLAND

Saturday + Sunday, July 16 + 17
Skull Skates 3rd annual Skim Jam/Lessons @
Texada Sandcastle Weekend—sponsored by T.I.C.S,

T.A.C.T, Texada Rec, Westview
Agencies & P.R. Credit Union, cash
and prizes • Admission: Ages 6 and
up, $5 for lessons or to join the Jam
• Info: www.texada.org or FB event
page ‘skull skates skim jam lessons
'11’ • ON TEXADA ISLAND

Sundays, July 17—August 28
art Labs in the Yurt at the Commons—
interested in creative risk-taking and want to extend the
limits of your practice, these artist-led labs are for you,
presented by Poetry Gabriola Society with BCAC support  •

JuLY 24: ‘Soulful ceramics’; 
JuLY 31: ‘Composing for
home-made instruments’;
aug 7: ‘How does your voice
sound?’; COMINg SOON: 
labs on movement, puppet-
making & theatre •
Admission: free or suggested

$20 donation • Info: www.poetrygabriola.com,
registration@poetrygabriola.com • ON GABRIOLA
ISLAND

Saturday July 23
Mayne Island Music Society presents uHF—this
unique trio of Shari Ulrich, Bill Henderson and Roy Forbes

combines the rich & dynamic
talents of 3 exceptional solo
artists • Gates open 7pm,
Main act 8pm • Agricultural
Hall outdoor stage • Tickets
$20 Adults, $10 Students @
Happy Tides and Home

Hardware, Children under 12 free • Info:
www.mayneislandmusic.ca • ON MAYNE ISLAND

Saturday + Sunday, July 23 + 24 
15th annual art Off the Fence—‘In Celebration of Joy

McAughtrie’ Informal art show and sale; featuring
the work of Ghenia Bogun, Carol Davidson,

Frank Ducote, Diane Kremmer,
Wendy Munroe, M. Isabel Roberts,

Susan Taylor, Judith Walker, Hedi Kovacs,
David Mackenzie & Joanna Rogers •
Paintings, drawings, folk art, fine
furniture/sculpture & textile based mixed

media; live music and food kiosk on the grounds •
Whalepointe, 9929 Southlands Drive • 11am-4pm • Info:
250-629-6241 • ON SOUTH PENDER ISLAND

Thurs, July 28 thru Sat, August 6
30th Hornby Festival—anniversary line-up includes:
folk, reggae/ska/pop, Latin, fiddle & dance and classical;
story-telling and art for
children; free outdoor
performances (Art in
Unusual Places) • Tickets:
$20-27, seniors & students
$16–$26, children $6-10,
under 5 free with adult; online at www.hornbyfestival.bc.ca
• Info: 250-335-1715 & www.hornbyfestival.bc.ca • ON
HORNBY ISLAND

Fri—Mon, July 29—August 1
Coastal Journeys: art Exhibition &
Sale—Sandra Dolph, clay landscapes; 
Lea Mabberley, fabric wallhangings; 
guest artist Alice P Rich, coastal
landscapes • Cedar Grove Gallery • 
Open 11-5pm, daily; Opening Reception: 
Saturday, Aug 1, 5-8pm, all welcome •
Info:  www.sandradolph.com • 
ON GALIANO ISLAND

Saturday, July 30—August 28
From this Rock: Revisioning—new work by Bruce

Dolsen at the Insight Art
Gallery • Opening Reception:
Saturday, July 30, 4-7 pm •
Open Wednesday to Sunday,
11:30-4:30 • Image here is
‘Looking North’ by Bruce
Dolsen • 157 Georgeson Bay

Road • Info: 250-539-5080, www.insightartgallery.ca • 
ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sat–Mon, July 30, 31 + Aug 1

‘Three artists’ 13th annual

Summer Exhibition—paintings by

Brian Mitchell, Keith Holmes, and Larry

Foden • Waterfront home setting,with a

view across the strait, 667 Linklater Road

• Noon–4pm daily • Info: Louise Decario,

250-539-5760 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Sun + Mon, July 31+ Aug 1 
‘Port to Starboard’ 1st annual art Studios Tour—
Gabriel crystalline pottery, John Bagshaw photography &
jewellery, Peggy Bagshaw paintings of Pender, Marilynn
Seifert quilting, Colin Gatward photography, Joanne Green
paintings, Peggy & Gary Hopkins woodturners’ shop,
Christina Schulz ‘Art Simplicity’ • 11am-4pm • Past the Disc
Park, follow the red balloons • ON PENDER ISLAND

Thurs—Sun, August 4—7
29th annual Sunshine Coast
Festival of the Written arts—
featuring some of Canada’s and BC’s
finest writers, including Gurjinder
Basran, Ivan Coyote, Veda Hille, John
Vaillant, Terry Fallis, Anna Porter,
Timothy Taylor • Tickets: Saturday Pass
$85, Sunday Pass $75, Individual events
$15 • Info & schedules: www.writersfestival.ca, 
1-800-565-9631 • Rockwood Centre Gardens • IN
SECHELT

Saturday, August 13 
galiano Wine Festival—wines and ciders from near &
far, Riedel crystal souvenir wine
glass, artisan cheeses, music
by Brad Prevedoros, silent
auction, artists Kenna Fair & AJ
Bell,  fabulous food; Galiano
Health Care Centre fundraiser • 1–4pm • Tickets: $35 @
the door or reserve:  galianowinefestival@gmail.com •
Walking distance from the ferry terminal • Info:
www.galianowinefestival.com • ON GALIANO

Sat and Sun, August 13 + 14
Denman Island art Studio Tour—the artist’s studio is

the ultimate creative space; this your
chance to peek into 25 unique studios:
witness the creative process and the
beautiful, original creations of 25 artists;
From sculpture, painting, photography
and ceramics to collage, mixed media
and felting, there is something to please
every taste & persuasion • Denman
Island Arts Centre plus various loctions

• Info: www.artsdenman.com • ON DENMAN ISLAND

Thurs, Aug 25—Sun, Sept 4 
25th annual Victoria Fringe Theatre Festival—
fifteen venues packed with almost 500 live international

comedy, drama, live art and spoken-word
performances, noon to midnight •
auguST 23-26: free live performances
in Centennial Square, starting 6pm;  SaT

aug 27: Fringekids Fest with free kids’
shows and activities, 11am-4pm, Market
Square ; Pre-fringe 25th birthday events
begin Aug 23 • Tickets, passes & info:
www.victoriafringe.com, 250-590-6291 •

IN VICTORIA 

SINGLE EVENT: $33.60, with image $39.20 (maximum 45 words) • 250-629-3660 • islandtides@islandtides.com
MULTI-VENUE: $44.80, with image $50.04 (maximum 70 words) • Credit card payment with order

‘What’s On?’ Vancouver Island & All The Gulf Islands

islandtides.com

The First Four Years
The 2003 business plan anticipated that operational costs
would rise at the same rate as the Consumer Price Index,
that traffic would increase steadily year after year, and that
the corporation would make enough profit to finance the
renewal of the fleet (which had previously been paid for out
of the provincial capital budget). 

It worked for the first four years. Net earnings did hold
up, peaking at $50 million in 2005-2006, but only because
fares (as recorded by the Ferry Commission’s price cap
chart) rose over 20% on the main routes and 40% on the
minor routes (far more than the Consumer Price Index). 

Traffic peaked in 2004/05, held its own (but did not
increase) until 2007/08, then experienced a steep decline.
Currently, it is below 2002-2003 levels (before the Coastal
Ferry Act was enacted). The plan isn’t working any more.

Debt
Meanwhile, BCFS set out to renew the fleet with a
combination of refits and new replacement vessels. 

The corporation concentrated on the main route ships,

with the biggest expenditure being on three ‘Coastal’ class

ships, built in Germany in 2007 and intended to match the

performance and capacity of the original ‘C’ class double-

ended ships, built in BC around 1980. 

The new ships were financed by the German government

and were designed and built by a shipyard that had no

experience with double-ended ferries; they have been

criticized both for vibration and fuel consumption (their

displacement is three times that of the BC-built ‘C’ class

ferries). 

As a result of all this building activity, plus significant

work on major terminals, BCFS’ long-term debt rose steeply

to $1.3 billion in 2008-2009 and has remained at this level.

This is a debt-equity ratio of 4.3:1, and it cannot be allowed

to rise any further. Interest expense, as noted above, rose

steeply to $72 million in 2010-2011.

Over the next few years, BCFS must continue to replace

the aging minor routes fleet. This will lead to more debt and

higher interest expense.

Price Sensitivity
Since 2005-2006, fares have continued to rise steadily, with
occasional hiccups from fuel surcharges, which rise and fall
depending on the price of fuel. 

Currently, the Ferry Commission’s chart shows that fares
are nearly 150% of 2003 levels (not counting costs for
reservations) on the main routes, and 180% of 2003 levels
on the minor routes. These ‘price caps’ represent an average
fare; the increases (for example in discounted commuter
fares on minor routes) can range to over 200% of 2003 fare
levels.

The Consumer Price Index has risen about 11% in the
eight years since the ‘privatization’ of the ferries; the promise
of affordable fares has clearly been broken.

With these increases, it is not surprising that Islanders—
including Vancouver Islanders—travel less on the ferries,
and that the minor route Ferry Advisory Committees
complain that the high fares are changing the way of life on
the Islands. 

FERRIES from page 1

FERRIES, please turn to page 7

Island Tides is in mailboxes on 14 islands in the Salish Sea 
Advertise your event today! • islandtides@islandtides.com •

250-629-3660
Find links to our advertisers at www.islandtides.com
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Household hazardous waste defined.
Household hazardous waste is any waste from your home that you consider 
to be dangerous or are unsure of. It includes any leftover household 
products that are marked with the following symbols:

Common examples include pesticides, varnishes, paints, cleaners and 
pool chemicals. Please remember this collection is for household waste 
only, no industrial waste from commercial businesses.

For more information call the CRD Hotline 1.800.663.4425  
Email: hotline@crd.bc.ca or visit www.crd.bc.ca

Bring your hazardous waste to the 
Mayne Island Recycling Depot
390 Campbell Road, 1:00 pm – 3:30 pm

JULY

19
2011

Our natural environment is no place  
for household hazardous waste.
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soutH Pender island
local trust coMMittee

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND SPECIAL MEETING

Visit our web site at: www.islandstrust.bc.ca E-mail: information@islandstrust.bc.ca

The South Pender Island Local Trust Committee (LTC) will be holding a Public Hearing

and a Special meeting for the purpose of consideration of the South Pender Island 

Official Community Plan Bylaw and general business.

PuBlic Hearing: saturday, July 23, 2011 at 1:00 pm
sPecial Meeting: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 at 11:30 am

location: south Pender Fire Hall
8961 gowlland Point rd,
south Pender island, Bc

all Meetings are oPen to tHe PuBlic

Round The Islands

Free Movies
‘Sunset Cinema’ is bringing free outdoor
film screenings to Courtenay, Campbell
River, Port Alberni, Parksville, Nanaimo
and Quadra Island from July 3-29. All
proceeds from donations and concession
sales will go towards the Success by Six
childhood initiative. Details at www.cccu.ca.

Trust Responds to 
Smart Meter Plan

In June, the Islands Trust Council
unanimously endorsed the call from
constituents for BC Hydro to delay wireless
smart meter installation and to engage in
consultations with Trust Area residents
regarding the technology.

June Weather
Despite perceptions to the contrary, June
temperatures were about normal but the
month was dry. Only 14mm of precipitation
(normal is 32mm) fell at Victoria Airport. 

Future 
Islands Transportation?

A new non-profit, ‘Island Futures’, aims to
create a network of privately-owned boats
to connect the Gulf Islands. 

Organizations collaborating on the
project—which has already received a grant
from VanCity—include: the Gabriola
Commons Foundation, Poetry Gabriola,
Mayne Island Conservancy, Saltspring
Transition Town Initiative and the Galiano
Community Food Program. 

Island Tides will soon have details of a
test run to gather interested parties to focus
on food security, affordable housing and the
local economy.

Ready For Solar Hot Water 
Several Vancouver Island communities
have agreed to adopt a new building
regulation that requires new single family
homes to be solar hot-water ready. They
include Campbell River, North Cowichan,
Cowichan Valley Regional District, Duncan,
Colwood, Esquimalt, Metchosin and Tofino. 

Buildings will not be required to have the
solar components installed, but there must
be an area designated for a solar collector
and construction done in a way that allows
for future installation of a renewable energy
system.

Comment on Species at Risk 
The Ministry of Environment invites public
comments on a 34-page report released July
4 that recommends actions to protect BC’s
species at risk. Environmental groups say
that it falls short and we need a strong law
to protect BC’s 1900 at-risk species, rather
than ‘tinkering with BC’s antiquated
patchwork of existing regulations’. The
report is at www.env.gov.bc.ca/sartaskforce. 

Saanich-gulf Islands
Constituency Office Opens

MP Elizabeth May opened her constituency
office in Sidney on June 30. 

The office features eco-friendly paint and

Sara & Christa

Photo: Kathy Ramsey

Gabriola Islanders, no happy with the cost of getting home, demonstrated at their

terminal on Friday, July 8th.

The Nature Trust of British Columbia is very
close to reaching their fundraising goal for
completing the purchase of a treasured
property on Burgoyne Bay, Salt Spring
Island. ‘Thanks to the support of several
individuals and organizations, we need only
$150,000 to complete this acquisition,’ said
Doug Walker, CEO of The Nature Trust.

The pristine 22.3-hectare (55-acre)
waterfront property features rare Garry oak
woodlands and Coastal Douglas fir; home to
an abundance of birds such as Pileated
Woodpeckers and Great Blue Herons as
well as bats, butterflies, reptiles, amphibians
and rare plants. 

The Nature Trust of BC is working to add
this property to the surrounding protected
land, including Mount Maxwell Ecological
Reserve and Mount Maxwell Provincial
Park. In 2001, The Nature Trust acquired
several parcels totaling 280 hectares (692
acres) in this area.

Garry oak woodland is the most
threatened of all BC coastal ecosystems and

supports a variety of species (more than
1,000 species of plants and animals are
associated with Garry oak woodlands and
they are home to more than one fifth of the
rarest plants in BC). The Garry oak
woodland is contained in the Coastal
Douglas-fir biogeoclimatic zone which is
itself the rarest and most threatened
biogeoclimatic zone in British Columbia. 

‘We are pleased to be working with the
community to conserve the last private
parcel in this priority area,’  Walker says.
Nature Trust director, Rob Butler adds, ‘I
have walked on this property and it is
outstanding not only for its conservation
values but also as a gift for our children and
their children.’ Call 604-924-9771 or 1-866-
288-7878 to help.

This is the second move to complete
spectacular parkland this summer. The other
is on South Pender at Brooks Point, see our
June 30 edition online at
www.islandtides.com, call 250-629-3419. 0

carpet, recycling and composting facilities,

and is accessible by public transit. 

‘We felt it was important to walk the talk

and are very proud of our new office,’

commented May. The office will also

purchase carbon offsets for power

consumption and for the MP’s travel within

the riding.

‘I have been working hard for my

constituents from the very moment I was

elected on May 2 and I hope now that the

new office will allow more face-to-face

contact. As Saanich-Gulf Island’s elected

representative, I welcome all to drop by and

let me know if there is any way I can be of

service,’ said May.

The new office is located at 9711 4th
Street and can be reached at 250-657-2000.
A new constituency website will be online
soon: elizabethmaymp.ca. 

a ‘Family’ affair
On Canada Day, July 1, the preshow line-up
on the ground floor of the Pender Island
community hall was long, with people
waving huge green maple leaves from an
brought in by that Lester Quitzau.

Upstairs, Pender Island’s Mae Moore

and the Marc Atkinson Trio, two of whom

live on Hornby, gave us an inter-island

musical treat. First Mae’s honey voice and

then the Trio’s amazing flying fingerwork

RTI, continued on next page

Help needed filling in last
piece of a Salt Spring jigsaw
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and variety of music. We were lucky that they found a night

to squeeze us in after performing at the Victoria Jazz Fetival.

The night was special for more reasons than Canada Day.

It was acoustic rhythm guitarist Brett Martens’ birthday and

lead guitarist Marc was anticipating a call to say his wife

Dierdre had gone into labour with their first child. 

Although the call did not come in the middle of the show,

he left by late night water taxi the minute the applause died

down to hurry back for the birth. (At press time the baby is

still keeping us waiting—as first babies do.) 

Hornby Islander Brett’s own tiny baby and partner were

also in the crew. In fact, the only person who did not seem

to have family present was Joey Smith on the stand up bass.

The between-numbers banter made it feel very much a

family affair, generating that magical feeling of connection

that Islanders up and down the Strait sometimes feel; and

giving an intimate insight into that unique fellowship

between musicians. More, please! 0
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HST
REFERENDUM
JUNE 13 - AUGUST 5, 2011

Exten
ded

To vote in the referendum, you should know the 
following:

Two key dates of the 2011 HST Referendum have 
been extended,

 ■ the deadline to request a voting package is 
  extended to midnight (local time) July 22, 2011.
  Call 1-800-661-8683 (toll-free).

 ■ and, the close of voting is extended to 4:30 p.m. 
  August 5, 2011.

 ■  an HST Referendum Voting Package will be mailed 
to each registered voter through July 7, 2011.

 ■  voting packages will include a ballot and instructions 
on how to vote and return your ballot package.

 ■ you can vote if you are:
 ■  a Canadian citizen
 ■  18 years of age or older on July 22, 2011
 ■  registered as a voter in British Columbia
 ■   a resident of B.C. for at least six months 

before July 22, 2011
 ■   not disquali� ed by law from voting

 ■   ballot packages must be received by Elections 
BC, a Service BC Centre or an Elections BC 
Collection Centre before 4:30 p.m., Friday, 
August 5, 2011. Locations are listed on the 
Elections BC website at www.elections.bc.ca 
or call 1-800-661-8683 (toll-free).

 ■  HST Referendum Voting Packages are provided in 
English. Translations of the materials are available 
on the Elections BC website at www.elections.bc.ca.

Ballot

   For more information, contact:

www.elections.bc.ca 
1-800-661-8683

TTY 1-888-456-5448

Photo: Anita McCamley

Every year on Mayne Island, firefighters host a water celebration for children, parents and teachers to mark the end of the school year

and the start of summer holidays.  The air was a bit chillier this year but spirits were high as usual on the school-ground!

Over the years, BCFS has commissioned various studies
of price sensitivity, but it does not appear that any of the
plans and forecasts have taken into account the feedback
loop of higher fares = less traffic = even higher fares. (A
recent forecast of traffic growth for the next few years
assumed no increase in fares! BCFS finally opted to forecast
unchanged traffic levels for the next four years.)

Financing The Marine Highway
The Ferry Commissioner’s preliminary decision on fare
levels for Performance Term 3 (2012-2016) anticipated
annual fare increases of 8.23% for minor and northern
routes, and 4.15% for the main routes. 

Recent legislation, authorizing the new Ferry
Commissioner, Gordon Macatee, to review all aspects of the
Coastal Ferry Act, has now set the April 2012 increase at
4.15% for all routes, at least until Macatee’s review is
completed. Subsequently, the government agreed to pay an
additional $4-5 million to make up for the lost minor route
revenue.

Thanks to Nelle Maxey for her assistance with figures. See
also Editorial, page 4. 0

FERRIES from page 5



I
t took a while, but the federal Conservative
government eventually legislated Canada Post to
unlock the doors and allow postal workers to go back

to their jobs. 
But Bill C-6 is no ordinary piece of ‘back-to-work’

legislation. It sets two important precedents for federal
labour law: wage settlements by legislation, and the
legislated use of Final Offer Selection in binding arbitration.

The whole thing started with negotiations between the
Canadian Union of Postal Workers (CUPW) and Canada
Post (CPC), a for-profit crown corporation owned by the
federal government. Negotiations started late in 2010, with
Canada Post claiming that business was steadily
deteriorating and asking for concessions: wage reductions
for new hires, and changes in the sick leave and pension
plans.

On June 2, 2011, four months after the expiry of the old
collective agreement, and with negotiations making little or
no progress, CUPW started rotating strikes in sorting offices
across the country. After 12 days of this, Canada Post locked
out all employees and shut down. 

The government prepared a back-to-work bill, C-6, and
it received first reading in the House of Commons on June
20. It was finally passed on June 25: after 58 continuous
hours of debate, the defeat of an NDP motion to ‘hoist’ the
bill, and the rejection of 12 opposition amendments. It
passed in the Senate on June 26. During all this time,
workers’ attempts at restarting negotiations failed.

Setting Wage Increases & 
Terms Of arbitration

Bill C-6, dubbed the ‘Restoring Mail Delivery for
Canadians Act’, did more than just order CPC and its
employees to resume work:

1) The old collective agreement was extended from
its previous expiry, Feb 1, 2011 to whenever a new
agreement is signed.

2) It created the post of arbitrator (and barred any
legal challenge to his work) to settle any outstanding issues
by the Final Offer Selection procedure (explained in more
detail below), and ordered that the arbitrator be guided by
terms and conditions in ‘comparable postal industries’,
provide the necessary ‘degree of flexibility to ensure the
short and long-term economic viability and competitiveness
of the CPC’, maintain the health and safety of its workers,
and ensure the sustainability of its pension plan, ‘without
recourse to undue increases in postal rates’.

3) It set salary increases of 1.75% effective Feb 1, 2011;
1.5% effective Feb 1, 2012; 2% effective Feb 1, 2013; and 2%
effective Feb 1, 2014. These increases were claimed by the
government to match increases accepted by the federal civil
service. CUPW claimed that they were less than those
offered in negotiations by CPC.

4) It set fines for contravention of this Act of $100,000
per day for either the employer or the union, $50,000 per
day for officers or representatives of the employer or the
union, and $1,000 in any other case.

Legislating The Wage Settlement
Usually, back-to-work legislation specifies some form of
binding arbitration, as described in current labour law, to
settle wage disputes. Specifying wage terms is, to say the
least, unusual. An earlier example, BC’s 2004 Bill 37,
ordered striking health care workers back to work, and cut
their wages by legislation. The government in that case was
both legislator and employer; this is not considered  to be
collective bargaining.

Bill C-6 setting rates consistent with Ottawa’s settlement
with the Public Service Alliance of Canada last year was
clearly consistent with the government’s interest in avoiding
any precedent which might lead to new demands by its own
employees. So the federal government is in virtually the
same position as the BC government was in 2004, with the
same conflicts of interest. 

Having, once again, successfully passed legislation
overruling labour law, what is to stop the federal, or any
government, doing it again?

Final Offer Selection
Final Offer Selection (FOS) is a winner-take-all, shotgun
dispute resolution technique. In binding arbitration, each
of the two disputant parties submits its ‘best and final offer’,
a package specifically covering each of the issues in dispute.
The arbitrator is restricted to choosing one complete
package or the other; he cannot select solutions for
individual issues, or recommend compromises.

As a precedent, this restriction on the arbitrator’s
judgment would represent a significant change in Canadian
labour law. Labour Minister Lisa Raitt, explaining the choice
of FOS, noted that the last time the government ordered
back-to-work legislation, the arbitration took two years to
complete. Her reason was, therefore, efficiency, or at least a
shorter period of uncertainty. But it has been criticized as
unworkable when there are many, and major, issues on the
table (as many as 50 in the Canada Post dispute). 0
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Please visit us at  
www.varnahandcycles.com or call 250-247-8379

Handcrafted in BC!

Now available,  
Varna’s newest  
patented  
electric assist  
trike. This versatile  
vehicle is the novel  
transportation alternative we desire these days. 
This model has the stability of a trike yet has the 
maneuverability of a traditional 2 wheeler capable 
of leaning into curves at any speed. User friendly, 
extremely safe and comfortable,even for seniors. 

islandtides.com

DOCK BUILDING COMPONENTS & ACCESSORIES

 FLOATATION
 DOCK KITS
 FRAME HDW.
 LADDERS
 BUMPERS
 CLEATS
 GALV.STEEL

FRAMES
 DECKING &

MORE

“If It Flows We Go With It !” TM

MOORING BUOYS & REGULATORY
BUOYS FOAM FILLED

FOAM-FILLED FLOATATION
MOLDED & CUSTOM 

DOCK & DECK BOXES

Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years

DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

 FOR SEPTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

 Time-proven for over 25 years
 No maintenance required
 Lower overall cost
 Fits any lot shape
 Best choice for  
sensitive lakeside properties

 Passive system—no power required

eljen.com

Authorized Representative: 
BWD Engineering Inc.
15822 – 106A  Avenue 
Surrey, B.C., V4N 1K7
Phone: (604) 789-2204
Fax: (604) 582-8231
Web: www.bwdeng.ca 
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• little regard for the communities and businesses it
serves; and
• threats of more fare increases.
One has only to look at today’s successful businesses such

as WalMart to see that first and foremost, customer service
is their highest priority; if you don’t like their product they
give you a refund! When you walk into their store they greet
you with a friendly smile and offer to help! 

If my ferry is late or cancelled do I get a refund? No! Am
I greeted with a friendly smile and an offer to help when I
board a ferry? Very seldom, if ever!

However, on the minor routes you will often get a
friendly smile and helpful staff, yet these are the routes the
corporation seeks to reduce or burden with the highest fare
increase. So where is the corporate priority here? 

As the Commission looks to future performance
measures from BC Ferries, it should urge the Corporation
to improve customer service with significant incentives and
make a concrete effort to encourage and promote the
business community it serves. 

It isn’t rocket science to come up with creative incentives
such as: volume price reductions, preferred loading for
island residents and businesses and even frequent rider
points. It doesn’t have to stop there. What is wrong with a
refund if the ferry doesn’t get you there on time? Bold moves
but ridership and revenues will increase and, just maybe,
BC Ferries will gain public support rather than criticism.

We must not lose sight of the fact that small businesses
are the engine that drives our economy. Both the federal
and provincial governments are on record as embracing
that; a clear example is our provincial government’s bold
efforts to embrace the HST, citing it as a major benefit to
our small business community. 

As the sole shareholder in BC Ferries, our provincial
government cannot ignore what the Ferry Corporation is
doing here. If it does, then why bother with the HST?

David Hargreaves, Pender Island 0
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RRaaiinnwwaatteerr HHaarrvveessttiinngg SSyysstteemmss 
AABBOOVVEE && BBEELLOOWWGGRROOUUNNDD AAPPPPLLIICCAATTIIOONNSS 

NEW! 

Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years
DEALER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 

 

FEATURING  
world leading 

brands 

Support for carbon tax 
On July 1, the provincial carbon tax increased to $25/tonne,
as part of legislation aimed at halving BC emissions by 2050.  

A Pembina Institute poll released in June shows British
Columbians support carbon taxes and are confident that
action to reduce greenhouse gas pollution will help grow, or
have little or no impact on the provincial economy. 

According to the poll, 69% of British Columbians are
worried about climate change and 70% want the province
to continue showing leadership on the issue. The poll also
shows that most BC citizens feel the carbon tax has either
been positive (33%) or neutral (41%) for the province.

Applying the tax fairly and investing in health care,
education and green projects appear to be good ways of
building public support for the tax, said Matt Horne,
director of BC Energy Solutions for the Pembina Institute.  

According to the Ministry of Finance, the tax is revenue-
neutral, with every dollar generated going back to British
Columbians through tax cuts, including the quarterly Low
Income Climate Action Tax Credit and the new up-to-$200
Northern and Rural Homeowner benefit. 0

Conservatives’ new labour law~ Patrick Brown

Books Received
geology of BC: a Journey Through Time The story
of BC’s geology and the intertwined history of its living
creatures; with illustrations and colour photos. Cannings,
Nelson & Cannings: Greystone Books, $19.95. 
Trees of the Northwest Clear and concise, featuring
more than 50 species with full-colour photos. J. Duane
Sept: Calypso Publishing, $14.95
Sweetness from ashes A novel set in Vancouver and
West Africa about family in its various forms. Marlyn
Horsdal: Brindle & Glass, $19.95. 0



T
he morning after the Bob Dylan Birthday Party in late
May, I talked with Tom Hennessy at his home, the
former Sutil Lodge house, about the push for affordable

housing on Galiano Island. 
He explained that Islanders have been working to create

affordable housing for young people on Galiano for 20 years.
Like many islands, Galiano has long since achieved a seniors’
housing complex. The affordable housing crunch is now
amongst the young.

‘The young people look at the beauty of this place and think
‘if only I could be here, this is where I would choose to be,’’ says
Tom. ‘And so many people have tried. They’ve rented… Some
people have even been sleeping under the dock at Sturdies Bay
or are crammed into little shacks where there is no toilet, no
kitchen and no insulation. Hopefully getting jobs and trying to
fit in to this community, but this has become impossible
because the cost of land is so high.

‘The Galiano Land & Community Housing Trust’s
subcommittee: myself, Doug Latta, Emily Menzies, Jordan
Hartman, and Kathryn Byrne have looked at co-housing, co-
op housing and rental housing models, and any one might be
an option in the future.’ 

At the moment, a new land lease-back option seems to be
the most attractive option for affordable housing. ‘If you think
about paying $250- to $500,000 for a piece of land, just think
about what the interest is, not to mention paying down the
principal.’ Hennessy says land lease-back overcomes the
problem of the cost of land and more than one piece of land is
available for purchase. 

He explains, ‘We can’t wait any longer to get a piece of public
land that we can use, say Crown land or the Heritage Forest.
It’s ridiculous just waiting and hoping something magic is
going to happen. 

‘The Galiano Land & Community Housing Trust (GL&CHT)
can buy a serviceable piece of land. And if the trustees will
rezone it to affordable housing, which was a high priority of
their election campaign, then the society can lease it back to
people who want to build houses. 

‘We want to rezone it to 10 units per hectare—because that
is the precedent that we had with the seniors’ housing on
Galiano from the ’70s. The community has identified that it is
essential that we don’t ‘segregate’ generations of the
community; that every part of the community has the same
affordable housing situation.’ 

Hennessy emphasizes that with high land prices, ‘there has
to be higher density when considering affordable housing.

‘Our trustees have already been helpful in putting an
affordable housing provision in the draft OCP. There’s  also a
model we’ve looked at on Gabriola for a Commons Zone ‘for
community benefit’ that might be useful.’

Build Yer Own
The next hurdle is usually getting a mortgage to build. The
model has a solution to this as well.

‘It’s a very long road to get the funding for building, getting
a CMHC mortgage. So the simple thing to do is to get a piece
of land, get it rezoned to the proper density and lease it back to
people who want to build their own house. Not a rental thing,
where people just rent and the place runs down—you have
pride of ownership. 

‘They use their sweat equity. They are young, they are
energetic, they want to have families; they want these things
that we all have. We did a model on a piece of land with a lease
back to just ten people and at at $200 a month it works, barely.
Fifteen to 20 people would be better. 

‘I went to the lumberyard and walked around with a pencil
and paper and wrote down the cost of foundation, lumber,
insulation, wallboard and exterior cladding for a 768 sq ft house
and, if you don’t consider labour costs, the cost of all these
materials  was less than $12,000.’ 

Builders will make application for CRD building permits
and the building inspector would oversee the buildings. 

‘We could even loan money for materials to get people
started. The new Galiano Community Loan Fund Society
already has over $100,000 ready for applications of up to
$10,000. The beauty of loaning to somebody who wants to
build a house is that the collateral is there. If anyone walks away
they can sell their asset, they can sell their building—even if
they’ve only been working at it three months—through the
affordable housing society. 

‘The next owner has to meet the society’s means test; we
have to prevent resale to speculators, people looking for a
summer cottage, or a rental unit. It’s important that there are
conditions that prevent abuse of affordable housing so
everything would operate through GL&CHT, which is a
registered non-profit society. 

‘We’ve also had discussions with a member of the UBC
architecture faculty who say it’s an ideal hands-on project for
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STARTING THIS SUMMER, BC HYDRO WILL BE UPGRADING HOMES AND BUSINESSES WITH NEW
SMART METERS. MOVING TO A MORE EFFICIENT, MODERNIZED GRID WILL CREATE IMMEDIATE
SAVINGS FOR OUR CUSTOMERS.

YOU MAY BE WONDERING...
What is a smart meter?
The smart metering program will modernize our electricity system by replacing old electro-mechanical meters with new digital meters. A smart meter is a digital meter
that records the amount of power you use. It helps improve the efficiency of the power grid, means less wasted electricity and gets BC ready for future power needs.

What are the benefits for me as a customer?
You will be able to see your power use in near real time and it will be faster and easier to open and close your account if you move.

What happens if the power goes out?
With smart meters in place, BC Hydro can pinpoint power outages and restore power faster.

How does it make my community safer?
The new meters reduce public and worker exposure to theft-related safety hazards, such as house fires,
live wires and premature transformer failures.

How will my meter be read?
There will be remote, two way communication between your meter and BC Hydro.
Smart meter signals are short, infrequent and will last less than one minute per day.

Is the signal safe?
Yes. The signals are low level frequency, meeting and exceeding Health Canada safety standards.

Is my information secure?
Similar to online banking systems, the data from the meters is secure and your privacy is protected.

OUR ELECTRICITY GRID IS ABOUT TO GET

A WHOLE LOT SMARTER

A11-312

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT MODERNIZING BC’S GRID
AND SMART METERS AT BCHYDRO.COM/SMARTMETERS

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484

Fax 250-652-4486

6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.
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WOODLAND 
WIDEPLANK 
FLOORING
Handcrafted for you
from BC woods…
naturally!

(800) 349-5252
www.woodlandflooring.com

Earth, 
Wind & 

Fire Salvage

A new take on affordable housing 
—CHRISTA GRACE-WARRICK
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At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come 
for AFFORDABLE home options. 

If the home of your dreams is one that fits comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

TRAFALGAR HOMESTRAFALGAR HOMES

This home is only $110,602 to lock up

with a 2ft foundation on your property!

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional offer
1-866-971-0239

islandtides.com
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A kayaker and freediver await instructions above the eelgrass. 

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

A
happy partnership has developed between the
Mayne Island Conservancy Society and the
Vancouver Apneist Freediving Club. For the past

three years, crew of about eight volunteer freedivers travel
to Mayne Island annually to assist with eelgrass monitoring
in three bays, allowing the conservancy to sustain a critical
monitoring program and leaving the freedivers with a sense

of contribution to a larger conservation effort. 
Freedivers deploy floats at the edge of the eelgrass bed

while kayakers take GPS points. They are challenged by
wandering eelgrass edges, reduced visibility and raging
currents. Miners Bay is home to the second strongest
currents in the province! 

The Mayne Island Conservancy has committed to long
term monitoring of eelgrass, bull kelp and forage fish
habitat. In concert with the Forage Fish Alliance of BC, some
members have also been surveying beaches for forage fish.
The Seagrass Conservation Working Group has been a
flagship and coordinating group for these efforts. 

The nearshore is the most productive zone along the
coast. It has a complex relationship with shorelands that
extend from the hightide line inland, providing nutrients,
shade and a filter for sediment and pollutants to the sea. 

Thanks to the Mayne Island Parks and Recreation
Commission, CRD Grant in Aid and the Real Estate
Foundation of BC for supporting the Conservancy’s
Shoreline Care Program. For more information, contact
ed@conservancyonmayne.com. 0

Developing Island rail 
The E&N Railway on Vancouver Island is getting a
conditional push forward, following a June funding
announcement from the premier’s office. 

The Island Corridor Foundation (ICF) will receive $7
million from the province to help repair the track and
ensure that it is safe for passengers. The Ministry of
Transportation & Infrastructure will contribute up to
$500,000 for an inspection of the line’s bridges and trestles.

The ICF, a partnership of First Nations, five regional
districts and 14 municipalities, says it needs $15 million to
complete essential repairs. The provincial funding of $7
million is conditional upon the final bridge inspection and
ICF matching the other $7.5 million that it needs to ensure
all repairs are completed.

Supporters of the railway promote its role as a
transportation link, a tourism attraction, a freight service
and its heritage value, while critics allege that it is an attempt
to facilitate the operations of the proposed Raven Coal Mine,
should it go ahead. 

The rail operator, Southern Railway on Vancouver Island,
suspended passenger service this spring when it determined
the line was no longer safe and funding was not available to
make repairs. Freight service continues with speed
restrictions. 0

Partners monitoring nearshore ecosystems ~ Leanna Boyer

GULF ISLANDSWATERTREATMENT SOLUTIONS
Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water

•Whole-house Treatment
• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

Victoria: 250-412-1110 • Comox Valley: 250-339-6914
Burnaby: 604- 630-1114 •

www.watertiger.net

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /

Hardness / Arsenic

T
his is a demanding series of poems that uses historical
facts, cultural misunderstandings and political failure
as the basis of dramatic revelation. Gary Morse refuses

to adhere to the traditional form of poetry, but experiments
with a variety of presentations that place the emphasis on the
sound quality and the power of the individual word.

As a Native survivor, he examines the history of the early
settlement of Native lands by Captain Vancouver, leading to
the power of the Indian agents and their theft of Aboriginal
masks and artifacts. He uses one word lines to emphasize the
anger felt by Native people, and the cultural tragedy of the
loss of the potlatch. With a clever application of the first
person, he uses the voices of famous chiefs in juxtaposition
with references to Whitman, Williams and Pound.

His poem ‘Wakes’ is a strong and vibrant attack on the on
the way the ‘superior‘ white society stole the Native culture.
This is epitomized in the form of ‘a big white wood frog
displayed at my father’s potlatch’ which ended up in the
Smithsonian Museum. He ends his exposé with:   

It won’t be for long
you can even

keep
your

Vermeers
Just give me
the frog & no
one gets hurt

Discovery Passages is not for those who expect their
poetry to have rhyme, metre and verse. But, it is a deeply
moving collection of poems that reveal the tragic interaction
between the dominant European settlers and the Aboriginal
people of Canada. 

Morse has an individual voice that deserves to be heard.
In his poetry is the powerful, and perhaps embarrassing, truth
of historical mistakes and present day results. I have not read,
recently, a collection of poems that have so moved me. (See
also Talon Books ad, page 3). 0

students to come up with renderings, models, and with
options for the simplest forms of modern sustainable
technologies like above ground septic and rain water
catchment.’ In fact he says it may be possible to incorporate
many new ideas and technologies for low impact on the land,
creating a model eco-village with this pilot affordable
housing scheme.

Tom delves into the past, ‘The idea came from this
property, Sutil Lodge. Back in 1927 Stanley Jackson’s mother
bought 160 acres on Montague Harbour. They ran it as a
lodge. After the lodge closed in the ’40s, he was alone. There
were eight or ten cabins on the waterfront and in the ’70s
young people moved into them for $30 a month. They were
company for Stanley; they stopped in, he drove them to the
grocery store, and took them on Sunday picnics. 

‘Eventually, the real estate people were after him to sell
the property. But the folks who lived in the cabins said would
you ever consider selling us a bit of land. He said: you pay
the surveyor, I’ll sell you 10 acres for $10,000. It was a golden
opportunity for those young people to start a permanent life
on Galiano. And they got the money from relatives, bought
the land, eventually built houses, and are still members of
the community. Stanley lived to 96 with friends around him.’

GL&CHT is currently dialoguing with Islands Trust
planners about a possible structure for the venture, before
submitting an application for rezoning. The United Way has
granted $25,000 of the society’s application for $44,000 and
have suggested an application to the CRD for the remainder.
A dozen people have expressed interest in building houses.
This might just be a venture whose time has, at long last,
come. 0

AFFORDABLE HOUSING from page 9

Book Review by Barry Mathias
‘Discovery Passages’



ISLAND TIDES, July 14, 2011, Page 11

MOVED
HOMES

BE BOLD - GO GREEN
Character, Custom &

Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-606-2237

Islands’ Bulletin Board
BOXED ADS: 1.5”, 2”, 2.5”, & 3” B&W: $24.50 per inch+hst • COLOUR: $31.80 per inch+hst — multi-issue DISCOUNTS with prepayment 

WORD ADS: (UP TO 25 WORDS) $16.80 (inc hst), ADDITIONAL WORDS 28¢ per word (inc hst) • PAYMENT WITH ORDER
VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED • NEXT DEADLINE: JULY 20 • Phone: 250-629-3660 • Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

Rent
Quality�Pre-Owned�
Cars�&�Minivans

www.gsaautorentals.com

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

terry@gsaautorentals.com

Book�with�the�best!
Pick-Up��from�

Swartz�Bay�FerryTerminal�&�

Victoria�Airport

Monthly�from�$655

Weekly�from�$235
Mention�this�ad��for�discount

GSA�Auto�Rentals�

FREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REMOVAL

No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available

Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

d. a. sMitHson & sons

Well drillers
250-539-5252
250-478-6937
dasons@telus.net
www.smithsondrilling.com

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on

Excellent references. 
BBB, Licensed, Insured, 

WCB, Visa, M/C.
www.soarecontracting.com

250-474-7325

Standing Seam
metal Roofing
foR WateR

ColleCtion SyStemS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE

SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

ROOFING 
Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

LANCE VAESEN

MARINE

CYCLING

On Time & On Budget

• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker

250-537-9710
www.islandmarine.ca

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience

dock building & repair

pile driving & drilling

aluminum gangways & ramps

wood piers & wood floats

crane barge service & towing

mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

MOORINGS
•INSTALLED •SERVICED

•MAINTAINED

Chris West 

Dive Services

250-888-7199
250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

Dave’s Drilling

& Blasting

Dave 250-537-7481

Callum 250-538-8640

“We don’t stand 
behind our work, 

we stand behind a tree.”

• WAter Wells

• HYdroFrActurIng

to Improve Well YIelds

• drIllIng For geosource

An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

1-800-746-7444 

250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

Besley
Design & Build
Foundations & Framing
Siding & Roofing
Finishing
Decks & Fences
Renovations & Additions
Timberworks & Arbors

25 years experience
Licensed & Insured

Call Ron for free estimateH
AV

E 
BO

AT
  •

  W
IL

L 
TR

AV
EL

rbesley@shaw.ca • 250.537.8885  

RETIREMENT

SEE YOUR 
AD HERE!

250.629.3660

FOR RENT
South Pender Island. 1 bedroom
plus loft, 1 bathroom, woodstove &
electric heat, sunny location close to
beaches. Available June 1, long term.
n/s, n/p, references. $850/mo+
utilities. 604-879-9701

Saturna Island. Wilderness at your
doorstep. Two separate houses for
long term: a 2-bedroom and a 3-
bedroom. Gas fireplaces, decks, 5
appliances, 2km to ferry. $800 and
$850/mo, plus utilities, n/s,
references. 250-539-2975 

topping • thinning • 
lot clearing • pruning •

hazardous tree removal 

Ship to Shore
Tree Services
island to island arborist

John Racine

250.668.2186
info@shiptoshore.ca

30 years experience 
insured

FOR SENIORS

EXTRAORDINARY
Food
People
Experience

…deciding what comes
next just got easier…

250.537.8340
www.HeritagePlace.info

Heritage Place

find our
advertisers at
islandtides.com

• CRD approved drinking water
• pool filling • dust control 

• street flushing • film industry 

• 3000 gallon tankers

250-388-2712
Bulk Water Delivery

www.H2oonthego.ca

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES

FOR SALE
‘The Lunch Box’ mobile food stand at
Gabriola Ferry Terminal in Nanaimo.
Comes with fridge, propane deep fryer
& grill; electricity & water included in
rent. Call Larry 250-734-1866 after 3pm

Active Seniors!
Powerful Pedaling

Mobility! Electrically
Assisted Bikes &

Trikes. Louis Vallee 

250-539-5317
‘Custom Designed

for Island Hills’

islandtides.com

Advisory services for
Water Wells

Aquifers
Groundwater

Hy-Geo Consulting

250.658.1701
www.hy-geo.com

information@hy-geo.com

newsletter, Earth Negotiations Bulletin: 
‘As opponents to listing chrysotile became sparse, the

elephant was left with nowhere to hide. Tempers flared as
Canada confirmed it would not join any consensus on listing
chrysotile. Usual allies questioned why the party (Canada)
would allow negotiations to progress even as it knew it could
not join the consensus.’

Speaking for the Prime Minister, PMO Communications
Director Dimitri Soudas stated, ‘All scientific reviews clearly
confirm that chrysotile fibres can be used safely under
controlled conditions.’

But even Health Canada’s own advice is at odds with our
public position. A 2006 memo from Health Canada (HC)
was obtained by public interest researcher Ken Rubin
through Access to Information: ‘We cannot say that
chrysotile is safe… HC’s preferred position would be to list…
[HC acknowledges that] the final decision [regarding
Canada’s position at the Rotterdam Convention] will not be

made on the basis of health alone, and other key factors will

need to be considered.’

Also released through the same Access to Information

Request was this 2008 memo: ‘Health Canada’s Expert

Panel presented a report to Health Canada that confirmed

chrysotile asbestos poses a risk to human health. Health

Canada’s current position is that asbestos is a carcinogen

which can cause lung cancer and mesothelioma.’

So, we have lost another two years in which Canada will

continue as the fifth largest exporter of chrysotile asbestos

without warnings. Nevertheless, I sense we are closer than

ever to victory. Despite Stephen Harper’s campaign swing

in Quebec criticizing the Bloc for not doing enough to boost

asbestos, despite the fact his Minister for Industry, Christian

Paradis, represents the asbestos mining region of Quebec,

Conservative MPs are beginning to voice dissent. 

Former MP Chuck Strahl, diagnosed with asbestos-

related cancer, called on his former colleagues to change

Canada’s position. Mark Warawa (MP for Langley)

questioned our stance and was promptly removed from his

position as Parliamentary Secretary for Environment (a

move he says was unrelated.) Now, Conservative London-

area MP Ed Holder has said he will not support asbestos,

as has Pat Davidson, Sarnia’s Conservative MP. In Question

Period, I urged the government to change its position while

there was still time in the negotiations. The Government

backbenchers looked distinctly unhappy as Paradis read out

the same answer (same claim as the PMO) the fifth time in

that day’s QP. 

I see shifting the position on asbestos as a key moment

to empower Conservative MPs to break free from the total

control exerted by the Prime Minister. It will be the only

way that Canada can cease being a knowing exporter of

death and human misery.

Visit greenparty.ca/asbestos-apology to post a message

to the ‘I’m sorry’ campaign. 0

ASBESTOS from page 3
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Photos: (L-R)  Graeme Bregani, Saturna Island;  Derek Holzapfel, Pender Island;  Martin Blakesley, Salt Spring Island

It’s a wild, wild life (l-r): deer surprised to see a person on the lawn; young raccoon peeks out from Tumbo Island bullrush; ‘fascinated’ quail. 

Tell us in 50 words or less
“Why do you love living on the North Shore?”
Three winners will be selected to attend GIFTS and will work together as a production 
team. Together, the three aspiring fi lmmakers will work from concept to credits to produce 
their very own short fi lm that embraces the theme of “Why Do You Love Living on the 
North Shore?”
The week-long prize will also include a trip to the North Shore to shoot interviews and 
capture your favourite North Shore locations on camera. The fi lm will be showcased on 
GIFTSfi lms.com and the North Shore News website. Students will also be encouraged to 
enter the fi lm in upcoming student fi lm festivals.

*The week-long programs are each valued at $1049.75 (Tuition=$740.00, Room+Board=$295, GST=$14.75) Prize has no cash value.

Lights...Camera...Lights...Camera... 
ACTION!ACTION!

Are you an aspiring 

fi lmmaker?

If you enter the North Shore News’ 

“Why do you love living on the 

North Shore Contest”, you could be 

one of three North Shore News readers 

to win a week-long fi lm workshop at the 

Gulf Islands Film and Television School 

on beautiful Galiano Island!

Deadline to enter is 4:30pm, Friday, August 30th
To Enter: visit www.GIFTSfi lms.com or email gifts@giftsfi lms.com
Phone: 1.800.813.9993 or Fax: 250-539-3290
Mail:  GIFTS at S-43, C-12, RR#2,

Galiano Island, BC  V0N 1P0

Three Prizes of full 
tuition* to an adult 
(18+) week-long 
Media Intensive 

Program:
Sept. 14th-20th 

(including room & board) 
will be awarded!

Island Tides and 

Gulf Islands Film & 

TV School present a

chance for you to win

an amazing filmmaking

experience on Galiano!

EntEr to

Win!

2�Grand�Prizes: One�Youth�and�One�Adult�Full�Tuition�
Scholarship�for�a�weeklong�program�during�the�month�of

August,�September�or�October.

2�Runners�Up:�50%�Scholarship�for�any�August,�
September�or�October�weeklong�program�(Youth�or�Adult).

Draw:�August�1,�2011.�Winner�will�be�notified�by�GIFTS.
To�Enter:�

1.�Take�a�cool�photo�of�where�you�live.

2.�Post�it�on�GIFTS�facebook�page�or�

email�it�to�gifts@giftsfilms.com�

* The week-long programs are each valued at $685. Winner must pay room & board ($295 +HST). 

Salish Sea Good Life
Eating, Sleeping & Shopping

9100 East Saanich Road 

North Saanich

www.roostfarmcentre.com

Salt Spring Island 
Chamber of Commerce

www.saltspringtourism.com

Open at 6 am Daily

250-246-1977

1578 Joan Avenue

Crofton

Ocean Soul

Book Caffé 

New and
Used Books

Central Vancouver Island

‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’ 
B&B Motel • Rooms

Vacation Suites

FREE PICK-UP
20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

HERITAGE LADYSMITH

1-888-310-2299
250-618-5830

www.ladysmithholidayhouse.com

 
 

COTTAGES                CAMPGROUND                 MARINA 
 

BOOK & MARINE CHART STORE 
 

MOUNTAIN BIKE,  SCOOTER  &  KAYAK  RENTALS 

 

             

3350 Coast Rd, Gabriola    250.247.8931    www.PAGESRESORT.com

PP 

Islands’
Summer!

VISIT, STAy 

EnjOy!

P
arliament may be adjourned until
the fall, but several groups are
already asking the government to

consider its approach to proposed
legislation concerning Canadian internet
policies, that has been called ‘bizarre’, a
‘dog’s breakfast’ and ‘invasive’. 

The Harper government is planning to
introduce another omnibus crime bill, but
this one will include the ‘Lawful Access’ bills
that did not pass in previous parliaments.

This legislation would require internet
service providers to install technology to
track Canadians’ internet use and allow
authorities to use this data without a
warrant. The legislation itself is causing
concern, and the attempt to bury it in an
omnibus bill is even more problematic. 

In a March 9, 2011 letter to Public Safety
Canada, Canada’s Privacy Commissioners
recognize the need for internet security, but
say the proposed legislation will
‘substantially diminish the privacy rights of
Canadians… by enhancing the capacity of
the state to conduct surveillance and access

private information while reducing the
frequency and vigour of judicial scrutiny.’
They go on to say that it would facilitate
state surveillance of individuals. It is a
significant piece of legislation that merits
debate and consideration, rather than being
pushed through in a mega-bill. 

The BC Civil Liberties Association, in its
June 23, 2011 letter to the government and
opposition, also says that omnibus bills are
‘problematic’ and that the proposed
legislation should be given ‘appropriate
hearings’. 

NDP critics Charlie Angus and Jasbir
Sandhu say the proposed surveillance bills
are ‘poorly thought out and would harm
both our democracy and our digital
economy.’

Though no government committee can
consider it this summer as it has not yet
been tabled, the half-a-million-strong pro-
internet group OpenMedia.ca is running a
campaign called Stop Online Spying to
gather signatures opposing mandatory
internet surveillance. 0 

Reacting to internet spying bill -Sara Miles

W
ith more than 2,500
submissions, the public
comment period for the the

proposed Raven Coal Mine project on
Vancouver Island set a new benchmark for
public participation when it ended, June 27.
The comments, overwhelmingly in
opposition to the mine, are another
demonstration of the public rejection of this
project.

‘To the best of our knowledge, only three

times before has there been this level of

public opposition during a provincial

environmental assessment process—with

the Bute Inlet Hydro project, the Glacier

Howser Power Project, and the Lodgepole

Coal Mine—and all three of those projects
are dead in the water,’ said Tria Donaldson
of the Wilderness Committee. The Glacier
Howser Private Power Project, which was
the previous benchmark, had 1,100
comments posted.

CoalWatch Comox Valley says it’s time to
put the brakes on the whole process. ‘We’re
calling on MPs John Duncan and James
Lunney, and MLA Don McCrae, to listen to
their constituents and speak out for an
independent expert review panel with full
public hearings,’ said CoalWatch President
John Snyder. ‘The risks of a coal mine are
simply too great.’ 

For more on mining see our next edition.0

Comments for Raven proposal set record 

Milled LOG Home Packages 

Toll Free 1.877.826.5461 
www.tamlinhomes.com 

Our precision profiled 6x8 “D” logs are precut, prenotched, 
and predrilled for simple and fast assembly. 
 
A complete weather tight log home package that is delivered 
right to your site. 
 

Call us now and ask for our Gulf Island SPECIALS! 

Thinking about building remotely?
We can design and help you build your
custom ‘Hybrid’ timber frame home. 

Visit our new post & beam head office 
for an eye opening tour!

grand opening langley!

Toll Free 1.877.826.5461
www.tamlinhomes.com


