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Summer round the corner. Islands travel reveals wonderful sights. Sandstone ‘mushroom’ rock on Galiano.

is available at these SER IOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes or racks inside!

Campbell River—Island Highway near Larwood Rd

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd

Nanaimo—Across from the Hospital 

Sidney—Beacon Avenue 

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall

Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Ave

Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza good reading, great coffee — it’s time to get SERIOUS!

Faced with a state legislature that refused to
pass legislation authorizing a cap-&-trade
system for greenhouse gases, Governor Chris
Gregoire of Washington State has made an
Executive Order directing state agencies to take
specific actions to reduce GHG emissions,
increase transportation and fuel-conservation
options for state residents, and to protect water
supplies and coastal areas.

Specifically, the Order directs all state
agencies to:

• continue work on the Western Climate
Initiative (WCI) with six other states and four
Canadian provinces (including BC) to develop a
regional emissions reduction program design;

• work with the US federal government to
help design a national emissions reduction
program that is strong, and reflects state
priorities;

• develop emissions reduction strategies and
industry emissions benchmarks to meet the
state’s 2020 reduction targets;

• work with TransAlta to reduce emissions
from the company’s coal-fired power plant near
Centralia by more than half (this is the state’s

only coal-fired generating plant.);
• create financial incentives for the forestry

industry to ensure that the state has enough
trees to capture carbon;

• work on low-carbon fuel standards to
reduce carbon emissions from the
transportation sector;

• with other west coast states and the private
sector, develop and implement a west coast
highway accessible to electric and alternative
fuel vehicles;

• address rising sea levels and the risks to
water supplies; and

• increase transit options, such as buses,
light rail, and ride share programs.

All this action is in advance of expected US
federal government legislation to establish a
national cap-&-trade system. President Obama
set a target for such a system in his budget, but
the resultant Waxman-Markey American
Clean Energy and Security Act has been, and is
still, subject to a great deal of negotiation in the
House of Representatives, the Senate, and a
number of their committees, and its eventual

BC Rail judge
changed?
The never-ending pre-trial maneuvers
in the Basi-Virk court case have a new
source of delay—the possibility of an
entirely new judge. Madame Justice
Elizabeth Bennett, who has presided
over the case for some three-and-a-half
years and through two complete
provincial elections, has been promoted
to the BC Court of Appeal. The
appointment was made by the federal
Minister of Justice on March 15.

Special Prosecutor Bill Berardino
says he wants a new judge as soon as
possible. Defence counsel Michael
Bolton wants her to complete the case
and preside over the actual trial,
whenever it occurs.

There are currently over 300,000
pages of evidence, and the defence is still
asking for more disclosure, getting
closer and closer to the involvement of
cabinet ministers and possibly the
premier in a scheme which may have
given CN Rail an unfair advantage in the
bidding for BC Rail.

Meanwhile, the Special Prosecutor
has taken his request for secrecy over
the testimony of an unidentified witness
to the Supreme Court of Canada, and
Madame Justice Bennett has indicated
that the decision on this may not be
brought down until the end of October.

But she says that if she were
replaced, this would lead to a further
delay of the trial, and she ‘would not be
prepared to do that.’ ‘I’m the only
person who knows best how to proceed,’
she said. It appears that the rules of
court leave that decision up to the judge
herself.

It seems unlikely that the Minister of
Justice would have made the decision to
promote Madame Justice Bennett
without being aware of her ongoing
involvement in the complex and
politically sensitive BC Rail case. Her
performance through over 100 days of
pre-trial hearings could have had some
bearing on her promotion.

Whatever happens with the BC
Supreme Court trial, the eventual
judgment may well be appealed to the
BC Court of Appeal, raising the question
of whether Madame Justice Bennett
would then have to recuse herself from
Appeal Court hearings.

She has been put in a most difficult
position. 0

Washington State Governor initiates
climate action

BC Rail experience
ignored in CN takeover
The sale of BC Rail to CN Rail by the provincial
government may have given CN access to new
customers in BC, but it also presented new operating
challenges to CN in the form of BC Rail’s steep grades
and sharp curves. In fact, a recent Transportation
Safety Board (TSB) report suggests that the wholesale
adoption of CN’s previous operating practices, and its
failure to follow its own Safety Management System,
has contributed to several serious accidents since CN
took over.

The report, released last week, blames a fatal train
crash, near Lillooet in June, 2006, on a decision by CN
Rail to change the locomotives formerly used on the
line by BC Rail to locomotives with an older, and
inadequate, braking system. The TSB said that, despite
employee concerns, CN did not carry out a risk
assessment before replacing locomotives equipped
with ‘dynamic braking’ with locomotives equipped
only with friction brakes.

‘Dynamic braking’ (DB) is essentially engine
braking, and is used to limit the speed of the
locomotive when going down steep grades. Without it,
the locomotive freewheels down grades, and can only
be slowed by the friction of brake shoes on the wheels;
if used excessively, the friction materials heat up and
are no longer effective.

The crash involved a four-axle switching
locomotive and one fully loaded lumber car,
descending a steep grade. The locomotive weighed
about 130 tons; the loaded lumber car about the same.
The crew could not slow the train using the locomotive
brakes (the car air-brakes were found to be not
operating properly), and it picked up speed; the crew
applied the locomotive emergency brakes and
decoupled the lumber car, and the conductor climbed
on to it and started to make his way to the car’s hand
brake at the other end of the car. The car, traveling at
an estimated speed of 50 mph, derailed on a sharp
curve, and the conductor was killed. The locomotive,
with speed estimated at 60 mph, derailed on another
sharp curve, sliding about 800 feet down the
mountainside, killing the trainman and severely
injuring the engineer. It then caught fire.

The TSB report leaves no doubt that the accident
could have been avoided had the locomotive been DB-
equipped. BC Rail had always used DB-equipped
locomotives for this work because of the steep grades
involved. However, after CN acquired BC Rail, CN

TRAIN CRASHES, please turn to page 2

Looking beyond recession, smart
planning for businesses and trainees
A broad coalition of organizations with a stake
in the province’s industry training system has
come together to deliver the message that, with
the downturn in the economy, now’s the time
for an intensified focus on the training of
apprentices.

‘BC lost nearly two-thirds of its trades
apprentices to the recession of the early ’80s,’
says Kevin Evans, CEO of BC’s Industry
Training Authority (ITA), a provincial crown
agency. ‘With labour shortages still on the
horizon, the province cannot afford to let that
happen again.’

At the end of May, the ITA and its partners
today launched an information campaign called
‘Now’s the Time’ to reinforce with employers
the business case for taking advantage of the
current recession to retain and hire apprentices,
and to encourage apprentices to catch up on

their technical in-class training.
Close to 5,000 of BC’s second-year

apprentices have yet to take any in-class
components of their training required for
trades certification.

When the economy was booming, many
apprentices were staying on the job and
postponing their technical training. ‘This period
of slower economic activity is exactly the time
when employers and their apprentices should
be skilling-up to be ready for the better times
ahead,’ Evans says. 

Both industry and education institutions are
backing the ‘Now’s the Time’ campaign, which
stresses that while the recession is temporary,
future skilled labour shortages are not. The
province’s demographics are leading to an
increase in retirements that, by 2015, will result

CLIMATE ACTION, please turn to page 10

APRENTICESHIPS, please turn to page 2



As Island Tides go to press, it’s all over but the judicial recount in
Delta South. The score: BCLiberals 49, NDP 35, Independents 1. 

The Independent, of course, is Vicki Huntington who, on
recount of Delta South, appears to have defeated BCLiberal
Wally Oppal, by 9,977 votes to 9,945 votes, a margin of 32 votes.
On election night, Oppal led by 2, and then 3, votes. This seat is
the only one to be subjected to a judicial recount, which starts on
Monday, June 1.

The other race that was close enough for a recount was in
Cariboo-Chilcotin, where NDP candidate Charlie Wyse, leading
on election night, was eventually defeated by BCLiberal Donna
Barnett, 6,259 votes to 6,171.

Final figures on some close Vancouver Island races showed
no changes in who won. Murray Coell in Saanich North and the
Islands saw his 395 vote lead cut back to 245 votes over NDP
challenger Gary Holman; Ida Chong in Oak Bay–Gordon Head
increased her 530 vote lead over NDP challenger Jessica Van der
Veen to 561 votes; and NDP candidate Lana Popham in Saanich

South increased her 413 vote lead over BCLiberal Robin Adair to
482 votes.

The two Routleys—Bill and Doug—confirmed their wins in
Cowichan Valley and Nanaimo North Cowichan respectively.
They are not related but both NDP. The new riding of Cowichan
Valley contains part of the old Cowichan—Ladysmith riding,
which elected Doug Routley in the 2005 election. (Carole James
will have to make them nametags.)

The final results of the STV referendum were 60.9% for the
existing ‘first-past-the-post’ system, and 39.1% for the STV
proposal. There were 56,246 rejected ballots. BC-STV was
supported by over 50% of the voters in only seven of the 85
electoral districts.

There were 94,209 absentee ballots, bringing the total vote up
to 51% of eligible voters. While the total percentage voting shows
a definite downward trend (the figure was 58% in the 2005
election and 55% in the 2001 election), the number of absentee
voters was up from 84,434 in 2005 and 75,934 in 2001. 0
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2
TU

0005
0729
1432
1814

10.8
3.6
7.9
7.2

3.3
1.1
2.4
2.2

3
WE

0030
0805
1554
1928

10.5
2.6
8.9
8.2

3.2
0.8
2.7
2.5

4
TH

0054
0839
1652
2043

10.2
2.0
9.8
8.9

3.1
0.6
3.0
2.7

5
FR

0119
0913
1739
2155

9.8
1.6
10.5
9.2

3.0
0.5
3.2
2.8

6
SA

0148
0946
1820
2259

9.8
1.3
10.8
9.2

3.0
0.4
3.3
2.8

7
SU

0220
1021
1859
2354

9.8
1.0
10.8
9.5

3.0
0.3
3.3
2.9

8
MO

0255
1056
1937

9.8
1.0
10.8

3.0
0.3
3.3

9
TU

0044
0330
1132
2011

9.2
9.5
1.3
10.8

2.8
2.9
0.4
3.3

10
WE

0134
0406
1208
2042

9.2
9.5
1.3
10.8

2.8
2.9
0.4
3.3

11
TH

0227
0441
1243
2110

8.9
9.2
1.6
10.8

2.7
2.8
0.5
3.3

12
FR

0322
0522
1318
2136

8.5
8.5
2.3
10.8

2.6
2.6
0.7
3.3

13
SA

0415
0614
1352
2159

7.9
7.9
3.0
10.5

2.4
2.4
0.9
3.2

14
SU

0459
0731
1428
2223

7.2
7.2
3.9
10.5

2.2
2.2
1.2
3.2

15
MI

0535
0925
1506
2245

6.2
6.9
4.9
10.5

1.9
2.1
1.5
3.2

16
TU

0608
1141
1550
2306

5.2
6.9
6.2
10.5

1.6
2.1
1.9
3.2

17
WE

0640
1353
1648
2327

4.3
7.5
7.2
10.2

1.3
2.3
2.2
3.1

AT POINT ATKINSON
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2
TU

0034
0754
1434
1913

14.8
4.9
11.8
9.5

4.5
1.5
3.6
2.9

3
WE

0109
0836
1550
2027

14.4
3.9
12.8
10.5

4.4
1.2
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4
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6
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7
SU
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13.1
2.3
14.8
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4.5

8
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1143
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11.5
13.1
2.3
14.8

3.5
4.0
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4.5

9
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0442
1218
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11.5
12.8
2.3
14.8

3.5
3.9
0.7
4.5
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WE

0127
0519
1252
2036

11.5
12.8
2.6
14.8

3.5
3.9
0.8
4.5

11
TH

0215
0558
1325
2108

11.2
12.1
3.3
14.8

3.4
3.7
1.0
4.5

12
FR

0308
0643
1359
2139

10.8
11.8
3.9
14.8

3.3
3.6
1.2
4.5

13
SA

0403
0738
1434
2208

10.2
11.2
4.9
14.8

3.1
3.4
1.5
4.5

14
SU
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0848
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2236

9.2
10.5
5.9
14.4

2.8
3.2
1.8
4.4

15
MO

0543
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2305

8.2
10.2
7.2
14.4

2.5
3.1
2.2
4.4

16
TU

0625
1205
1649
2336

7.2
10.2
8.5
14.1

2.2
3.
2.6
4.3

17
WE

0706
1347
1756

5.9
11.2
9.8

1.8
3.4
3.0

SALT SPRING ISLAND:  
Mike Garside • 250-537-5527
1103–115 Fulford-Ganges Road 

SIDNEY: 
Doug Guedes • 1-866-656-9886 • (656-9886)
A2–9769 Fifth Street
BRENTWOOD BAY: 
Doug Strong • 1-877-655-1141 • (652-1141)
7178 W. Saanich Rd
OAK BAY: 
Gary Law  •  250-592-5544
112-2187 Oak Bay Avenue
SAANICHTON: 
DAN OLIVE • 1-877-633-0877   
Anchor Insurance Agencies Ltd., 2-7855 East Saanich Road 

www.seafirstinsurance.com

Call Us Toll Free For Quotes On
• Homeowners • Farm
• Commercial • Bed & Breakfasts

autoplan

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

ADD ONE HOUR FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
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GULF ISLANDS WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Whole-house Treatment

• Self-cleaning Sediment Filters
• Media Filters
• Ultraviolet Systems

250-412-1110 • 604- 630-1114 • 524 William Street, Victoria
250-339-6914 Comox Valley

www.watertiger.net

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria /

Hardness / Arsenic

Durable dock systems for
exposed locations

Ross Walker 
250-537-9710

Email: ross@islandmarine.ca 
www.islandmarine.caOn Time & On Budget
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June 21st!
Treat Dad to a ‘Surf n Turf’

3 Course Dinner! $32.95 
Reservations at 250-629-2115

J 21st!
...Father’s Day!

Tide Table Courtesy of

the extra room 
you wish you had
outerspacebuildings.com

JAKOBSEN
A S S O C I A T E S

Custom designs for Homes,
Renovations, Interiors,

and Vacation Homes 

www.jakobsenassociates.comK eit h  Ja ko b sen

 6 0 4 . 2 6 1 . 5 6 1 9 jakobsenk@netrover.com

2009 election nearly final

operating practices were adopted, and in April 2006 the former
DB-equipped locomotives were replaced with locomotives built
in the seventies without DB. The TSB report says that when
making this change, no consideration was given to the steep
grades on the line and no formal risk assessment was done by
CN. (From July, 2006, Transport Canada required that all
southbound trains in the area must be operated with DB
equipped locomotives).

Cheakamus River Spill
This was not the first accident on former BC Rail lines
investigated by the Transportation Safety Board. According to
the report, four CN main-track derailments accurred on the
Squamish subdivision south of Lillooet between August and
December 2005. The most serious was in August, 2005, when a
long, heavy train ‘stringlined’ and derailed to the inside of a sharp
curve, spilling 40,000 litres of caustic soda into the Cheakamus
River. The TSB criticized CN for operating this type of train
without considering local knowledge and experience, and also
criticized CN for failure to follow its own Safety Management
System.

A recent settlement by CN with Transport Canada resulted in
total fines of $1.8 million for the Cheakamus Canyon accident
and a derailment that spilled large amounts of oil into Wabamun
Lake in Alberta.

Other BC Rail Deal Development
It is rumoured that on the fifth anniversary of the BC Rail sale
(July 14, 2009), CN can purchase BC Rail’s waterfront lands for
one dollar. No details are available, because the the
documentation of the deal has never been made publicly
available. 0

TRAIN CRASHES from page 1
in an estimated shortfall of more than 110,000 skilled workers.

The Industry Training Authority is the provincial crown
agency responsible for overseeing BC’s industry training and
apprenticeship system, providing a skilled workforce for
industry and career development opportunities for British
Columbians.

It would be a smart move for parents and young people to dig
into their money reserves to get youngsters into, or back into,
school training programs to give them a jump start on interesting
jobs. For more information on the campaign and its proponents,
visit www.nowsthetime.ca. 0

APPRENTICESHIPS from page 1

June Gardening Calendar~ Brian Crumblehulme

I
n 1393 an elderly business man living in Paris married a
teenage girl. He did it for companionship knowing he would
soon die. His young wife had some education but knew

nothing about running the affairs of a household and told him so,
thereupon the elderly gentleman set about to write a manual of
domestic instructions. He was very kind to her and a few years
later died leaving his house, money and a (now) priceless
manuscript of several volumes to his young widow. It is a
marvelous read; in the section on gardening here are just a few
of his observations about June.

‘Aways sow, plant or graft in damp weather, at the waning of
the moon, and in the evening or early morning before the heat of
day.’

‘Rainy weather is good for planting, but not for sowing seed,
for the seeds will cling to the rake.’

‘Sow [winter] greens up to the end of June.’ 
‘On the eve of the feast of St John the Baptist (24th June),

plant parsley. When it rains, plant cabbages for winter.’
And so should we. 
Besides going to the beach or enjoying that cool drink on the

deck, this is the time to plan for winter. All the hardy root crops
(carrots, parsnips, beets, etc) can be sown now so they will
mature by fall. It might cost you a couple of dollars for seed and
about one hour of work, then if the vegetables are left in the
ground until needed they will taste as fresh and sweet as spring
even in December. Commercial crops that are picked for storage
rapidly loose their flavour and will convert all their available
sugar into starch and so taste flat. Winter cabbage, broccoli, kale,
cauliflower, celery, peas and beans should be sown at about four

week intervals between now and the end of August for a
continued succession through next March. Sown now, winter
squashes too will thrive through the summer and can remain on
the vine until frost, after which it is better to store the fruit in a
cool, dry shed until needed.

Many summer flowering plants will survive the occasional
drought but will most likely cease to flower if left dry too long.
This is when traditional compost performs better than the sterile
peat/vermiculite mixes because the humus in a real earth is able
to retain water in a colloidal form that is still available to plant
roots. 

Speaking of earth: ‘tilth’ is a Saxon word meaning the
cultivation of the earth. It was also synonymous with the
cultivation of wisdom. Meanwhile the word ‘cultivate’ implies the
same thing except that it came from Latin. There is a moral there
somewhere if only I can think of it. 

June is rose season although many of the recent hybrids will
continue to flower until frost if they are not stressed. Clip off dead
flowers as they fade, never let them dry out, and apply a light
mulch of manure or compost to shade the roots and provide
additional nutrients. Roses are like athletes in the garden, they
produce lots of flowers and require lots of food. 

Curiously, some plants will respond better to being slightly
stressed. Tomatoes need a very rich earth to grow well but they
will often produce more fruit if they are allowed to dry out a little
between watering. Old fashioned nasturtiums by contrast will
only produce leaves if sown on rich ground, they perform better

JUNE GARDEN, please turn to page 11

www.islandmarine.ca
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VANCOUVER  
INT’L AIRPORT

NANAIMO
(Departure Bay)

We’re all about the Islands

Our Islands. Our World.
S E A P L A N E SS E A P L A N E S

For scheduled flight info call 

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at 
seairseaplanes.com

• Eight scheduled flights daily

• Newest and fastest Seaplane fleet in Canada

• Departure from Seair Terminal at 
Vancouver Int’l Airport

• Free Parking and Free shuttle to Main Terminal

• Frequent flyer discounts

• Charter flights available to other destinations

• Serving the Gulf Islands and  
Greater Victoria for over 25 years

• Fuel-efficient, cost-effective wood heating

• Solar domestic hot water heaters

• Sales and Installations

Unit 6 - 1950 Government Street, Victoria, BC

call: 250-386-7643
        

Solar Heating

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

      
     

   

    

  

       

        

Solar Heating

    ISLAND ASPHALT COMPANY 
                               (Division of O.K. Industries Ltd.)  
 

 

 

NOTICE OF CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
 

On Wednesday June 3, 2009 thru Tuesday June 9, 2009 (with the exception of 

Sunday June 7, 2009) Island Asphalt Company will be paving the following roads 
on Saturna Island: 

 

• TUMBO CHANNEL ROAD 

• EAST POINT ROAD 
• WINTER COVE ROAD 

• HARRIS ROAD 

 
Work will commence at approximately 7:00 am and proceed until approximately 

8:00 pm daily.  Please expect delays, use extreme caution through work zone, and 

obey all traffic signs and traffic control personnel.   
 

FOR QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS, PLEASE CALL BRAD HOEY, GENERAL 

SUPERINTENDANT @ (250) 883-0442 

 
WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENCE DURING THIS CONSTRUCTION PERIOD 

PENDER ISLAND AGENCIES 

250-629-3336

No Worries
When you’re insured with Western Financial Group, you’ll receive a  
competitive rate, annual coverage review and a fair claim - guaranteed.  Not to 
mention, peace of mind. 

“Request a Quote” -  www.westernfinancialgroup.net

   Insurance | Investments | Agency Banking

Western Financial Group 

Funding For
MusicFest

Comox Valley Folk Society will receive federal
government funding to support the 15th annual
Vancouver Island MusicFest, which will take
place from July 10–12. The Government of
Canada has provided $25,000 in funding
through the Arts Presentation Canada program
of the Department of Canadian Heritage.

This year’s MusicFest will feature 140
performances of jazz, folk, roots, and world
music by Canadian and international artists.
The festival will also offer children’s activities,
interactive workshops, and eco-education.

The Comox Valley Folk Society, established
in 1995, has a mandate to promote and
preserve folk performing arts through
presentations, concerts series, workshops, and
the delivery of a large-scale folk and roots
festival each summer in the Comox Valley.

Shoreline Living Workshop 
On July 12, Pender Islands community hall will
be the venue for a two-hour workshop on
shoreline living. Mark you calendars for that
Friday.

The 7:30–9:30pm event, sponsored by the
Islands Trust Fund and the Pender Islands
Conservancy Association, will focus on
shorelines, their function and importance to
Gulf Island communities, and the role
shoreline property owners play as stewards of
these sensitive ecosystems. 

Guest speaker, Dr William Marsh, is a noted
University of British Columbia scholar and
educator in landscape architecture and design.
Marsh is heading a program with the Islands
Trust to study the shorelines and watersheds of
the Islands Trust Area. 

Marsh will discuss the coastal forms and
features of the Pender Islands and the issues
faced by shoreline property owners. His
presentation will include an illustrated
discussion of planning and management
solutions particular to different shore types,
such as high cliffs, rocky platforms, and
watershed mouths.

New Centre on Salt Spring
Island

On May 21, Michael Ableman and Foxglove
Farm announce the launch of the new Centre
for Arts, Ecology and Agriculture at Foxglove
Farm on Salt Spring Island. The centre aims to
demonstrate and interpret the vital
connections between farming, land
stewardship, food, the arts, and community
wellbeing; to model the economic possibilities
for small and medium scale sustainable
agricultural and forestry projects, and to
nurture the human spirit through public
programs, classes, and events. For the full list of
classes go to www.foxglovefarmbc.ca. 

Starting in July, the centre is offering twelve
workshops on topics ranging from organic seed
production, food gardening and preserving, to
ecoforestry, landscape painting, illustrated
journaling and Brazilian samba. The centre is
also offering a children’s farm camp. 

Former federal Liberal candidate Briony
Penn (who, by the way, is not longer standing
as a candidate) will teach ‘The Art of Wild
Crafting.’ She says, ‘I am excited to contribute
to this year’s program. I look forward to sharing
my knowledge of the natural treasures that Salt
Spring Island has to offer.’ 

Workshops will take place at Foxglove
Farm, a 120-acre working historic organic farm
located on Salt Spring. It is surrounded by
hundreds of acres of protected forest, pastures
and creeks, bordering Maxwell Lake. 

Michael Ableman, a fixture at Salt Spring’s
Saturday Market, has been farming for 35
years. In 1987 he founded The Center For
Urban Agriculture at Fairview Gardens,
California—one of North America’s most
successful models of local and urban agriculture.

Film School Celebrates
Another Successful Year

The 14th Annual Eyelens film, video and
animation festival was held at Vancouver’s Rio
Theatre on May 30. Galiano Island’s Film and
Television School (GIFTS) celebrates the
previous year’s work of its students each spring.
This year 171 student films were entered, sixty
were nominated and sixteen won awards.
Keynote speaker at the Rio was GIFTS’s co-
founder and award-winning filmmaker, Brett
Gaylor (director of RIP: A Remix Manifesto)

Using groundbreaking video streaming
technology, this year’s festival was also
broadcasting online. A live interactive web
conference among award-winning filmmakers
followed the awards. 

GIFTS takes a month-long break in courses
following the festival before the hot summer
‘film boot camp’ sessions begin. However
registration is definitely not closed. See
advertisement for tuition draw, on page 10.

I, and members of my family, have taken
courses at the film school and I highly
recommend them. Lots of important skills are
learned in a very exciting field. The courses
have an intensity and cameraderie rarely seen
in any kind of serious skills training. The staff
are extraordinarily wise in group and individual
management, have a light touch in their
teaching, and bring out the very best in
everyone. This is a great summer to send your
younsgters or go yourself. (See also article
about the wisdom of skills training on the front
page.)

This May, my nephew from Wales was the
most recent student from our family. His
movie, ‘PC State,’ a satire on the lengths to
which computer software designers will go for
‘security’ and the headaches this causes users, is
featured on GIFTS’s YouTube channel, check it
out at www.youtube.com/giftsfilms. 

While staring down at dozens of starfish
stranded by the tide beneath the Montague
Marina dock, he said that he was seeking the
quintessential Canadian experience. I had to
smile and wanted to say, ‘Just look down.’ I am
quite certain that he got that experience at
GIFTS.

Pedal for the Planet on
Pender ~ Nadia Nowack

Dust off your bike, get your brakes working,
stretch your muscles and come out for a ride on
Sunday, June 28! We’re cycling for two
reasons; to raise awareness about climate
change and to encourage people to cycle and
use other modes of sustainable transportation
on Pender. There will be two meeting points;
the front of Magic Lake and at Hope Bay, both
will groups will ride to the Driftwood Centre. It
is best if we meet at 11am, give ourselves half an
hour to get organized, and hit the pavement at
11:30am!  

Estimated arrival time at the Driftwood
Centre will be at noon. We will walk our bikes
around the centre, gather on the grass and hear
a short talk on climate change and sustainable
transportation on Pender Island.  

Everyone is welcome to join; children and
families are especially encouraged to
participate. If you can’t come by bicycle, please
try to arrive by foot, car-stop or carpool! For
more information contact me:
northern@campusclimatenetwork.org, or 250-
886-9669.

May Day on Mayne Island 
The Mayne Island Conservancy’s Community
May Day on May 16 was a great success and lots
of fun. The planning started in February with a
beautiful poster designed by Kit Maloney. That
got everyone excited. 

The day started with the Quicks Bottom
Morris Dancers bursting onto the market
grounds with swinging sticks and blackened
faces. The Mayne Island Community Choir
followed singing with May songs.   

The maypole bearers lined up all festooned
in highly coloured hats, swore an oath to

Round The Islands

RTI, please turn to page 5

Christa Grace-Warrick



Page 4, ISLAND TIDES, June 4, 2009

20,500 copies this issue
Every Second Thursday

SALISH SEA’S ONLY FREE &
MAIL DELIVERY NEWSPAPER

www.islandtides.com

3,800 print copies on the Ferry Routes and
in Victoria, Sidney, Mill Bay, Duncan,

Chemainus, Ladysmith, Nanaimo, 
Bowser & Campbell River

3,000 online pdf readers each edition

13,700 print copies delivered to 
Gulf Islands’ households

ISLAND TIDES PUBLISHING Ltd
Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0

Owner, Publisher & Editor: Christa Grace-Warrick
Assistant Publisher: Jill Moran

Contributors: Patrick Brown, Brian Crumblehulme
Priscilla Ewbank, Nadia Nowack, Henny Schnare 

Tel: 250-629-3660 • Fax: 250-629-3838
Email:news@islandtides.com & islandtides@islandtides.com

Deadline: Wednesday between Publications
Off-Island Canadian Subscriptions $42.00

Voluntary Mail & Box Pick-up Subscriptions $26.25
International Subs: $60.00 • Free online in PDF format

Readers’ Letters

Bfine custom cabinets from MERIT
Bkitchens Bbathrooms Boffices
Bdining & entertainment units
Bserving Salt Spring & the Southern 

Gulf Islands

Carl Borgstom 
Kitchen Designer

250-538-7133
Mouat’s Trading Co. - Downtown Ganges, 

Salt Spring Island

KITCHEN & BATH CENTRE

Peter Christenson  •  250-629-8386
www.shorelinedesign.ca

SHORELINE
DESIGN

• Fully insured

• Excellent
references

• Spe• Specializing in water

accaccess over steep 

& rugged 

terrain

• harvesting 
systems
• design

• installation
• service

BOB BURGESS 
tel. 250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

Greens Not Going Away
Dear Editor:
Tony Law’s letter in the last issue of Island Tides, in which he
invites the Green Party to ‘gracefully step out of the electoral
arena in BC’ is based on an unstated but false premise. He
assumes that if choices were reduced in subsequent elections
and voters were not offered the option of voting for the Green
Party they would all vote for the NDP or at least they would in
sufficient numbers to elect the NDP to form the government. In
other words, the Greens are simply an obstacle—they divert
votes which are rightfully destined for the NDP. My guess is that,
the chasm between the parties is greater than Tony Law
imagines and rather than support the NDP, many would join the
ranks of the majority of those on the BC voters list, and stay
home.

In any case, while serious soul-searching is certainly
appropriate for all unsuccessful candidates and parties following
an election, the review process ought to begin with questions
about ‘what can I as a candidate or we as a party, do differently
next time?’ not ‘how can we change the playing field?’
Undoubtedly, the Green Party of 2013 will not be the same as the
Green Party of 2009 but if I were an NDP strategist I wouldn’t
plan on it going away—rather I might puzzle over the fact that 9%
of the vote that is rightfully ‘ours’ continues to support this bunch
of idealists. Graham Brazier, Denman Island 

Disease And Sea Lice Are Not Under
Control In Norwegian Salmon Farms

And BC Stands To Lose All
Dear Editor:
I have been in Norway for 10 days because 92% of fish farming
in British Columbia is Norwegian owned. I have met with many
Norwegian scientists, members of the Mainstream and Marine
Harvest boards, been to their AGMs, toured the area with
fishermen, examined a closed-containment facility, met the
Norwegians fighting for their fish and joined a scientific cruise.

I thought Norway had this industry handled and I expected to
learn how marine salmon farming could work, but this has not
been the case. My eyes have really been opened. This industry
still has major issues that are growing and has no business
expanding throughout the temperate coastlines of the world. The
way they have been treating sea lice in Norway has caused high
drug resistance. The only solution in sight is increasingly toxic
chemicals. In the past two years (2007–08) sea lice levels have
actually increased on both the farm and wild fish. The scientists
I met with are holding their breath to see if drug-resistant sea lice
populations will explode and attack the last wild salmon and sea
trout. The same treatment methods have been used in BC and we
can expect this to occur as well.

I am not hearing how the industry can possibly safeguard
British Columbia from contamination with their ISA virus.
Infectious Salmon Anemia is a salmon virus that is spreading
worldwide, wherever there are salmon farms. In Chile, the
Norwegian strain of ISA has destroyed 60% of the industry,
17,000 jobs and unmeasured environmental damage. The
industry is pushing into new territory. If this gets to BC no one
can predict what it will do to the Pacific salmon and steelhead, it
will be unleashed into new habitat and we know this is a very
serious threat to life.

Professor Are Nylund head of the Fish Diseases Group at the
University of Bergen, Norway, reports that, ‘based on 20 years of
experience, I can guarantee that if British Columbia continues to
import salmon eggs from the eastern Atlantic infectious salmon
diseases, such as ISA, will arrive in Western Canada. Here in
Hardangerfjord we have sacrificed our wild salmon stocks in
exchange for farm salmon. With all your 5 species of wild
salmon, BC is the last place you should have salmon farms.’ 

New diseases and parasites are being identified. The most
serious is a sea lice parasite that attacks the salmon immune
system. There is concern that this new parasite is responsible for
accelerating wild salmon declines. The Norwegian scientists
agree with many of us in BC. If you want wild salmon you must
reduce the number of farm salmon. There are three options.

The future for salmon farming will have to include:
permanently reduction of not just the number of sea lice, but also
the number of farm salmon per fjord; removing farm salmon for
periods of time to delouse the fjords and not restocking until
after the out-migration of the wild salmon and sea trout.

But where wild salmon are considered essential they say the
only certain measure is to remove the farms completely.

There are many people here like me. I met a man who has
devoted his life to the science of restoring the Voss River, where

the largest Atlantic salmon in the world, a national treasure, have
vanished due to sea lice from salmon farms. Interestingly he is
using the method I was not allowed to use last spring, towing the
fish past the farms out to sea. Another man is working with
scientists and communities to keep the sea trout of the
Hardangerfjord alive. There are so many tragic stories familiar to
British Columbia.

The corporate fish farmers are unrelenting in their push to
expand. With Chile so highly contaminated with the Norwegian
strain of ISA all fish farmed coasts including Norway are
threatened with expansion. I made the best case I could to
Mainstream and Marine Harvest for removing the salmon
feedlots from our wild salmon migration routes, but they will not
accept that they are harming wild salmon. They say they want to
improve, but they don’t say how. Norway has different social
policies which include encouraging people to populate the
remote areas and so fish farming seemed a good opportunity to
these people. BC has the opposite policy, but the line that fish
farms are good for small coastal communities has been used in
BC anyway. I have not seen any evidence that it has even
replaced the jobs it has impacted in wild fisheries and tourism. 

It is becoming increasingly clear to protect wild Pacific
salmon from the virus ISA the BC border absolutely has to be
closed to importation of salmon eggs immediately and salmon
farms must be removed from the Fraser River migration routes
and any other narrow waterways where wild salmon are
considered valuable. 

Our letter, asking government that the Fisheries Act, which is
the law in Canada be applied to protect our salmon from fish
farms, has been signed by 14,000 people to date at www.adopt-
a-fry.org has still not been answered. 

Please encourage more people to sign our letter to
government as it is building a community of concerned people
wordwide and we will prevail as there is really no rock for this
industry to hide under and longer.

Alexandra Morton, Echo Bay

Playing The Game
Dear Editor:
About six months ago, Mr Harper asked for our votes. He said
the economy is fine and we should invest in the stock market. He
played poker with the Canadian economy and our jobs in order
to bluff his way to government. Since then 400,000 jobs have
been lost and the federal government has fallen $50 billion into
deficit. May Canada have few leaders like him—we cannot afford
to play his game. Eugene Parks, Victoria

Fuel truck raised from
Robson Bight
On May 20, a fuel truck potentially loaded with approximately
10,000 litres of diesel was successfully recovered from Robson
Bight Ecological Reserve. In August 2007 the fuel truck, along
with 10 other pieces of equipment, tipped from a barge being
towed through Robson Bight which is critical habitat for orca
whales.

‘One of the largest threats to the orcas that frequent Robson
Bight has now been removed,’ said Oonagh O’Connor, Energy
Campaign Manager for Living Oceans Society. ‘It took a lot of
leadership and determination to make this happen and we
congratulate the Governments of British Columbia and Canada
for mounting the successful recovery operation to raise the fuel
truck.’

A large casing was put around the fuel truck to ensure that
any spilled fuel would be contained during the lifting procedure.
As the truck was lifted, no oil was seen on the surface. On May
16, phase one of the recovery was also successful when a
container filled with an estimated 1,200 litres of hydraulic oil was
raised from a depth of 350 metres. A slight oily sheen was
present after the hydraulic fuel was lifted but it was dealt with
quickly and within an hour there was no sign of it.

Living Oceans Society said that it supports the governments’
decision to provide the upfront funding to remove the pollution
sources, but ultimately it is up to the polluters to pay for the
recovery operation and that it remains hopeful that the
companies involved will accept responsibility and pay for the
salvage operation.

‘To avoid this type of accident, Transport Canada must create
and enforce regulations ensuring that the contents of barges be
secured to the barge,’ O’Connor said. ‘We also want to see
increased and regular inspections to ensure the seaworthiness of
the barges. Only by stronger regulations can we ensure this does
not happen again.’

Living Oceans Society would also like to see a shipping plan
for the coast that assesses the risks associated with shipping, and
a strategy to ensure that commercial shipping cannot enter
Robson Bight and others sensitive coastal areas.

Robson Bight is an ecological reserve created to protect vital
habitat for BC’s Northern Resident orca community who are
listed as ‘threatened’ under Canada’s Species At Risk Act. 0
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support the May Queen, picked up the pole and were off.
Drummers and pipers set the pace for the procession colourful
and noisy procession. Leading was handsome RCMP officer,
Rob Stitt. Next was the Green Man, a former May Queen, and
the soon-to-be 2009 May Queen who threw beans to ensure a
good harvest. 

At the park, the new Queen was crowned in a beautiful grass
labyrinth surrounded by fairies of every age and size. What a
magical ceremony. By this time the sun was out—the weather
was cooperating. The May Pole erected, Mayne schoolchildren
and other folk danced around it, followed by the Mayne Island
Maidens dancing the ribbon dance.

Games for the children and dances for the adults followed
refreshments and a raffle draw of prizes very kindly donated by
local merchants and artists. A big ‘thank you’ goes to: The Blue
Vista, Mayne Island Building Centre, Mike Nadeau, and Toby
Snelgrove. 

New Credit Union Branch
On May 28, Island Savings opened its 14th branch at the new
Cowichan Commons development north of Duncan—its sixth
branch in the last five years. ‘Our Canada Avenue location in
downtown Duncan had become our busiest insurance office,’
says Rod Dewar, Island Savings’ President and Chief Executive
Officer. ‘We were ready to expand, and the growth in North
Cowichan made it the perfect choice for a new, full-service
branch.’ 

Cowichan Commons is three kilometres north of downtown
Duncan. Amongst other businesses, it is home to Rona,
Canadian Tire, and Walmart. The mall is also Island Tides latest
pick-up point for print copies at the newest Serious Coffee store
(see ad on page 1 for all our Serious Coffee locations on the east
side of Vancouver Island up to Campbell River). 

Since 1951, Island Savings has grown to become one of the
most well-respected Island-based companies, with over 42,000
members, 375 employees, and assets under administration of
$1.66 billion. With 14 branches from Victoria to Nanaimo and on

Salt Spring Island, as well as ATM, telephone and online
banking, Island Savings is a full-service financial institution and
insurance services provider (see advertisement on page 8). 

Gallup Canada ranks Island Savings above the 90th
percentile with regard to ‘engaged’ members compared with
over 22,000 financial and insurance companies worldwide.
Through profit-sharing with members, investing in local
businesses, and supporting community organizations and
charities, Island Savings says it is working to make the Islands an
even better place to live. 

Pocket Markets, A Great Way to
Supply Local Foods

Long before eating local became commonplace, there was
FoodRoots. FoodRoots Distributors Co-op, a non-profit
organization based in Victoria educates about food security and
supports local farmers by marketing their produce year-round
through pocket markets. 

What’s a Pocket Market? FoodRoots gathers local produce
from local farmers and makes it available to the general public at
a regularly scheduled markets. This allows the farmer to spend
more time in the fields. Time permitting, farmers are also
encouraged to have a table or to come as guests to talk to their
consumers. Local urban growers and community gardeners are
encouraged to participate. 

FoodRoots’ pocket markets are scattered throughout greater
Victoria from Centennial Square to Cedar Hill Rec Centre. Some
pocket markets are run by FoodRoots which supplies the

RTI from page 3
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Spring & Summer Weekend Workshops 
Sculptural Paper • Two Approaches - June 27/28 with Dorothy Field 

Hand Drumming Spirit   - July 4 with Ron Sitter 

Now thru July 15
Permaculture Design Certification Course Registration
—three week intensive course (Aug 31- Sept 20); 145 hours of

lecture/discussion and hands-on
experiential learning in Permaculture,
methods of organic agriculture, sustainable
energy systems, eco-forestry, herbology and
self-sustaining systems for land stewardship
and urban living • The Blue Raven Farm •
Fee: $2150 ($2000 Non-res) • Info:

theblueraven@shaw.ca, 250-537-0866 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, June 6
Rooster Dollarhide Auction—unreserved auction (no reserve
or minimum bid); estates, liquidations, industrial and farm
equipment, antiques, household goods; 1st & 3rd Saturdays to
Sept 19 • Fulford Inn Site • 2pm sharp, enterntaiment noon-
130pm • Info & to book a sales spot: 250-886-5006 email
roosterdollarhideauctions@hotmail.com • ON SALT SPRING
ISLAND

Saturday and Sunday, June 6 and 7
7th Annual Quadra Island Studio Tour—over 30 artists and
craftspeople, working in a wide range of media, show their work

at 17 island studios and the Quadra Community
Centre where a group exhibition is also displayed
• SAT: 10am-5pm; SUN: 10am-4pm • Tickets:
$5/person, kids under 13 free at Campbell River
Art Gallery, Comox Valley Art Gallery,
Hummingbird Office Supply, Quadra Tourist
Info Booth • Info: www.quadraislandarts.com •
ON QUADRA ISLAND

Saturdays, June 6 and 13
Pender Film Group Screenings—SAT JUNE 6: The Secret of
the Grain (2007)—in southern France a Tunisian shipyard
worker is dismissed after 35 years, so he opens a restaurant
featuring his ex-wife’s couscous recipe; SAT JUNE 13: Fierce
Light, When Spirit Meets Action (2008) acclaimed local
filmmaker Velcrow Ripper on an inspiring journey where
spiritual activism meets powerful personalities • All films
7:30pm, except where otherwise noted • Community Hall •
Admission by donation • Info: www.penderislands.org • ON
PENDER ISLAND

Sunday, June 7
HealthCare Society Pancake Breakfast—fundraiser for
ongoing equipment requirements for the Medical Clinic,
presented by the Pender Islands Lions Club and Dave, Diane and
Jason Dryer • Memories Restaurant • 8-10am • Adults $8, 12-&-
under $5 • ON PENDER ISLAND

Friday thru Sunday, June 12 -14
4th International Soundscape Retreat & Symposium—
Canadian Association for Sound Ecology (CASE)and Lulu
Performing Arts Society present sound ecologists from around
the world for presentations, talks, and exploration of soundscapes
• The Haven • Info: Leah Hokanson 250-247-9854, email:
leahokanson@gmail.com, www.acousticecology.ca • ON
GABRIOLA ISLAND

Sat, June 13 thru Sun, June 21
Victoria Fibrefest 2009—presented in affiliation with Quadra
Island's Fun Knit Yarn Shop; an
‘International Year of Natural Fibres’
sanctioned event; various events and
venues - knit-out, spin-out, classes,
demos, fashion sow, yarn crawl and
markets • Info: www.victoriafibrefest.com or call Marilyn 250-
388-6466 • IN VICTORIA

Thursday thru Sunday, June 18 to 21
Salt Spring Island Jazz Festival—JUNE 18: Uncle Wiggly's

Hot Shoes Blues Band, Moby's
Pub 8pm; JUNE 19: Jazz Jam,
Café El Zocalo 7 pm; Jazz Trio,
ArtSpring for Opening of
Masterpiece Art Weekend 9pm;
JUNE 20: Swing Shift Big Band,
Centennial Park 11am; June Katz,
Salt Spring Winery 3pm, Two

Much Guitar: Oliver Gannon & Bill Coon, ArtSpring 8pm; JUNE

21: Jose Sanchez Latin band, Treehouse Café 7pm • Tickets: some
shows ‘pass the hat’ ArtSpring 250-537-2101 • Info:
www.saltspringjazzfest.org • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday thru Sunday, June 19 to 21
‘God’s Mercy through Christ’—Pastor Roger Winter-Smith,
London England & testimony by Nicole Folk
Lawler; enjoy local fellowship and food;
weekend speakers include Mark Mullins,
UK barrister and Christian speaker, and
Cameron Wathen, pastor of Acacia
Christian Fellowship • FRI: 7pm; SAT:
9:30am-12:30pm, 2-5pm and 7:30–9pm;
SUN: 7pm evening service • Hope Bay Bible
Camp, Hooson Road • All welcome, no cost • Info: Nicole 250-
629-3246, nicolejfl@gmail.com • ON PENDER ISLAND

Wednesday, July 1 Canada Day
60th Annual Saturna Island Lamb Barbeque—traditional
lamb dinner, children's games, live entertainment, beer garden,
arts and crafts,  moorage at Winter Cove, shuttle to/from ferries
dock (sorry, no dogs) • Winter Cove Park • Grounds open 10am-
4:30pm; dinner served 2-3pm • Dinner tickets: $20 adults, $10
children • Info: www.saturnalambbarbeque.com, group tickets
250-539-2452 • ON SATURNA ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, July 4 & 5
Organic Islands Festival & Sustainability Expo—150
vendors, chefs’ demos, children’s activities, and entertainment;
panel discussions: Vancouver Island Diet, How to Create
Sustainable Change; presenters: Dirk Becker, Carolyn Herriott,
Tom Henry, Dr. Bill Code; music: Jeremy Fisher, Grapes of
Wrath, Oliver Swain, Lester Quitzau • Glendale Gardens •
10am–5pm • Admission: $7.50 and up, advanced tickets save
25% • www.organicislands.ca or 250 658-8148 • IN VICTORIA

OnsiteConcrete.ca  
1-877-MIX-HERE (649-4373)

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Mixing  fresh
concrete at

your site

Your Island’s Concrete Solution

With Onsite Concrete there is no waste and
less impact on the environment. 

Only pay for what you use.

BRING YOUR RECYCLABLES TO US…
We’ll take anything with a

deposit for a full refund.

Open daily 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9:30am to 5pm

250.539.2936
SATURNA GENERAL STORE
101 NARVAEZ BAY ROAD, SATURNA ISLAND

IS YOUR

WELL WATER
SAFE TO DRINK?

Contamination can occur
without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334
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On Your Plate~Brian Crumblehulme
One of the glories of living by the Salish Sea is that we can enjoy
all the seasons without having to live the extremes. It also means
we can share the experience of cultures and places around the
world so that in winter we think north and as summer
approaches we think south. With food it is different; for many
years we have been persuaded to adopt the supermarket
approach where it is every season, every day. Locally grown food
on the islands, however, does make an interesting story and
many of the foods we take for granted have a long and venerable
history, the knowledge of which can add flavour, respect and not
least a stimulus to know what it is we feed our children. Here is
an appetizer.

The broad bean (fava bean, Egyptian bean), just coming into
season, has been cultivated in Europe since neolithic times. It
was eaten by the Celts and Egyptians alike. One of many recipes
from the age of Cleopatra calls for lightly boiled fresh beans
tossed with honey, pepper, cumin and olive oil—were beans ever
so erotic? Alas, the Romans agreed so they ate them nearly every
day and then complained of flatulence; ironic really.

As I write the apple trees are loaded with promise, clouds of
pink and white shimmer in the sun. This looks like a good year
and they too have been with us for at least ten thousand years.
Almaty, the ancient capital of Kazakhstan, is more properly
called Alma Ata—the City of Apples. Apples were carried back to
Europe by Alexander in the second century BC, then popularized
by the Romans who developed more than twenty varieties to suit
the varied climates of the empire. The Romans are also credited
with inventing apple pie. The cinnamon-spiced version we are
familiar with today is an Elizabethan invention possible only
after the invention of the castiron stove and oven. My favourite,
however, is the classic French Tarte Tatin: a low-cal variety
where you chop crisp, tart apples, throw them in a heavy iron
skillet and fry them in butter and sugar, top with a flaky pastry
and bake the whole thing, skillet and all, in a hot oven until crisp
and golden. Eaten hot with lashings of sweet cream; in Paris it
was the mainstay of Maxim’s dessert menu for years.

We all grow at least a pot of cherry tomatoes on the deck each
summer, if only to impress week enders. But their black-skinned
cousins, the eggplant or aubergine, has an exotic history.
Cultivated in India in the fifth century BCE, there are hundreds
of varieties still extant throughout southern Asia. They became a
culinary mainstay during the Arabian Empire hence its ubiquity
in the middle east. The French sounding name, aubergine, is a
corruption of the Arabic name, while eggplant, refers to a white
variety popular in seventeenth century France and England,
where it was cooked in white wine and honey. 

Speaking of the seventeenth century: that was when broccoli
was invented, literally. Flowering cabbage tops have been a
spring treat since the stone age, but breeding and hybridizing
plants from around the world was a seventeenth century
creation—witness Dutch tulips. 

And so it came to be that these bizarre flowering cabbages
were created for the London market where from about 1680 you
might find as many as forty varieties in a range of colours. To
make hot broccoli salad you very lightly steamed the tops until
they turn bright green, pink, blue or yellow, depending on the
variety, tossed them quickly in hot bacon fat until the sizzling
stopped, after which you sprinkled with cider vinegar and ate
them hot and crisp with a glass of beer. Sam Pepys was known to
order this dish with a plate of lobster for an after theatre supper.

Basil is everybody’s favourite summer herb though
historically it was considered risqué if not downright dangerous.
The name is a simplification of the Greek basilikum, meaning
that it could only be eaten by kings. Growing wild in the upper
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Serious Injuries Only Happen to Other People
The Community challenges how we think about preventable injuries

Each year, a staggering 400,000 
British Columbians are injured, and 

another 1,200  killed as a result of 

predictable and preventable injuries. 

Preventable injuries are the leading cause 

of death for British Columbians between 

the ages of one and 44, and claim the lives 

of more children in the province than all 

other causes combined.

On a daily basis, more than 1,100 British 

Columbians are injured seriously enough 

to require medical attention. Of these, 

approximately four die, 90 are hospital-

ized and some 27 are left partially or 

totally disabled. The fact is, almost all 

of these injuries and deaths could have 

been prevented.

“Injuries not only kill or permanently 

disable dozens of British Columbians 

every day, but they drain the B.C. health 

care system of vital dollars,” says Dr. Ian 

Pike, spokesperson for The Community 

Against Preventable Injuries. 

Recent studies have shown that 

preventable injuries cost British 

Columbians more than an estimated 

$4 billion in direct costs. “These injuries 

are one of the largest burdens on our 

health care system,” says Pike. “Imagine 

what could be accomplished if this 

money could be put to use elsewhere.”

When injury statistics are broken down 

by health authority regions, the numbers 

really hit home. In our community alone –

within the Vancouver Island Health 

Authority – more than 250 people on 

average die every year because of an 

injury that could have been prevented. 

Some of the leading causes of preventable 

injuries in our region are falls, motor ve-

hicle crashes, poisonings and drownings. 

Now there is a grassroots organization 

determined to stop this epidemic. It is 

The Community Against Preventable 

Injuries (The Community), a non-profit 

organization that is bringing together 

concerned individuals, corporations and 

organizations that share a belief that 

things can and must change. One of the 

founding partners is TELUS, British 

Columbia’s largest employer with 9,000 

staff in the province.

“Preventable injuries needlessly drain 

critical resources from B.C.’s health care 

system,” says Tim Draper, TELUS Vice-

President. “If we could reduce these 

injuries we would free up hundreds of 

skilled health care practitioners and 

millions of dollars every year.”

“We could get on with the critically im-

portant work of re-inventing our health 

care system as one focused on prevention, 

rather than one scrambling just to keep 

up with injured and sick people coming 

through the door,” explains Draper. 

“That’s something all B.C. corporations 

and residents should get behind.”

The Community’s approach will be 

focused on raising awareness about the 

magnitude of the problem, reminding 

British Columbians of the risks we take 

every day, and actively encouraging 

people to change unsafe behaviours and 

attitudes. Most importantly, The Com-

munity’s partners and participants will be 

promoting a culture where people look 

out for each other. 

“We’re not suggesting that people stop 

playing sports or engaging in higher 

risk activities,” explains Pike. “But we 

are saying that far too many British 

Columbians are being seriously hurt 

or even killed unnecessarily through 

ordinary daily activities. Most of these 

injuries are preventable. So let’s know 

the risks going in, and do as much as we 

can to prevent them before you or some-

one you love is hurt.”

For more information on The Community
visit the website at:

“Preventable injuries needlessly drain critical resources from B.C.’s health 
care system” Tim Draper, TELUS Vice President.
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Build with Linwood
The complete solution for your
primary residence or vacation home.

Call 250-931-8881 www.linwoodhomes.com

Call for your FREE plan book

• National, award-winning timber craftsmanship
• Canada’s largest brand name supplier of custom homes
• Guaranteed pricing & solid warranty package
• Access our qualified builder network

Independent Dental Hygiene in a relaxed setting
Registered Dental Hygienists offering:
• scaling • root planing • polishing 
• whitening • gum disease therapy
Celebrating 7 years of service in beautiful Sidney-by-the-Sea

250-655-4884

Preventable injuries are the #1 killer of 
British Columbians aged 1 to 44.

E
lizabeth May is no stranger
to what happens on
Parliament Hill. This is not

just because she is the leader of a
national political party. It’s
because she has been around
Ottawa for years, as an
environmental lawyer and activist,
as one of the original organizers of
the Green Party, as an advisor to
the Minister of the Environment,
Tom McMillan, and as Executive
Director of the Sierra Club of
Canada. 

Losing Confidence: Power,
Politics, and the Crisis in

Canadian Democracy, published at the beginning of April, is her
first person account of the politics and elections of the past few
years. Her knowledge of history, of parliament, of how things are
done in Ottawa, together with her devotion to representative
democracy, the environment, and social justice give her a unique
viewpoint. Her ability to tell a great story helps too; this is a very
good read.

She pulls no punches, taking on all four of the other political
parties (and political parties in general), the media, the RCMP,
the electoral system, election campaigns and the money that
pays for them, the Prime Minister, lobbyists, and the partisan
incivility that characterizes the House of Commons and its
committees today.

Recalling Recent History
We may find it hard to remember all the strange political events
that have led us to the current uncertain parliamentary standoff.
This book covers them all, including the sponsorship scandal,
the RCMP memo about Ralph Goodale in the 2006 election, the
Maher Arar case, attack ads, the firing of the head of the
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission; the ‘leaders’ debates’ for
the 2008 election; the ‘in and out’ scandal of election campaign
financing, and the 2008 ‘economic statement’ that led to the
threat of a coalition of the Liberals, the NDP, and the Bloc
Quebecois, followed by the prorogation of Parliament to avoid a
vote of confidence; and more.

Elizabeth May was right there: in Ottawa, in the galleries of
the House of Commons, in contact with the politicians and the
press. Her accounts of these events are clear and fascinating
reading. 

This book relates these events to longer term trends: the
fashionable denigration of government in the ’90s, the rise of the
‘presidential’ power of the Prime Minister and particularly
Stephen Harper’s iron-fisted control of what is said and what is
done, the centralization of control and reduced capabilities of the
media, the power of international ‘government relations’

Book Review by Patrick Brown

A First Person View of Ottawa

LOSING CONFIDENCE, please turn to page 9
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• Complete panellized home package.
• Delivery to your site in 4 - 5 weeks from order date.
• Build yourself - or contractor can construct. 
• Comprehensive building guide included.
• Goes up quickly. 
• Highest quality, BC grown, kiln-dried lumber.
• Package price guaranteed up front.

Pioneer 1,673 sq. ft.

Russ Anderson Brian Haller
R. Anderson Technical Services Mayne Island
Duncan, BC 250-539-2847
Phone: 250 720-6000

View over 100 plans at: www.nelson-homes.com

Celebratin
g 

60 Years

A Better Way to Build
Save time, money and headaches.

T
his spring is a symphony of green on green, from rhubarb
and strawberries to arbutus and ocean spray, every plant
is at its most juicy and rambunctious. Light is amazing at

this time of year. By 4am the day is launched and is finishes at
10pm. We get only 6 hours of solid dark at this time of year—the
rest is time to grow if you are a plant or time to be up and
delighting if you are a person.

Farm News
Both Campbells’ and Jones’ flocks have made the switch from
winter to summer pastures and can be expected to put on one-
to-two pounds a day. This last week the folks were on the Saanich
Peninsula making hay for next winter.

On Friday May 22, Peter the Shearer came over from Saanich
and sheared the Jones’ flock here at Haggis Farm after doing all
of Campbell’s sheep. Peter gets faster and faster as the years go
by and the flock took about an hour to turn out again—shorn,
clean-coated, cool ewes along with their unshorn lambs.

Having the lambs all together under the watchful eyes of the
border collies, is also a chance to assess the growing weights and
select Saturna Lamb BBQ lambs for Canada Day. While the best
and biggest are destined for the BBQ, some are retained for flock
replacement.

Potholes Begone
Major road work is beginning on Saturna—additional to the
constant effort of roads foreman, Pat Ropars. Island Asphalt will
be paving on June 3–9 from 7am to 8pm, excluding Sunday.
Plans are to do Tumbo Channel Road, East Point Road, Winter
Cove Road and some of Harris Road—most Island roads. 

It will be interesting to see how $1. 5 million is spent in 5 days!
Many people are looking forward to driving on roads without
potholes—by mid-June they will have their wish.

Ferry News
The Saturna Island Property Owners Association (SIPOA)
sponsored an information meeting with BC Ferry operational
officer, Chris Frappell. Chris has been to Saturna on several
occasions when there has been lively discussion with ferries over
rescheduling or ferry fare increases.  

About 30 people took time off from our first gorgeous Sunday
to listen and question Chris about what the immediate future
holds for Saturna Island. Through-fares and connections were
commented on, and the number of walk-on passengers that can
be carried on long weekends. 

Reduce, Re-use, Recycle
Recycling has changed on Saturna! Island residents are proud of
our Recyling Centre and Free Store. We are all pretty well-
trained as to categories: rigid plastic, soft plastic, two kinds of
metals, batteries, gable-topped cartons and mixed paper. Well,
imagine our surprise when Metro Recycling returned seven large
bales of compressed soft plastic! They no longer have the staff or
cash to carefully sort out ‘contaminants’—items we thought were
okay. Recycling is posting a ‘Soft Plastic Gestapo’ volunteer
whose sole duty is to retrain us at the soft plastic bin. 

For me it was a wake up call. Now, when I hear, ‘Do you want
a bag for this?’ a bell goes off in my brain. I am also much more
cautious about how food comes wrapped—before I buy it.
Recycling is a big issue for me, what with the recycling and refuse
generated by our our bakery and the General Store.

Baseball
Eighty-two Islanders, 10 dogs, and 10 visitors from Mayne
attended the first baseball game of the season at Bob Hunter
Field. The percentage of Saturna Island population attending
minus the dogs is right up there with a very contentious Island
meeting or a Michael Kaeshammer concert!  

The games, as commentated by sports reporters Jenn Nilsen
and Kevin O’Hara, were highly entertaining with lots of
homeruns, split-second timing, on base catches, fly balls, and
line drives. The weather was spectacular. One dog was taken out
of the field for bad behavior and remanded to his car. While
Saturna lost, just a bit, to Mayne (this time) we will see how the
season unfolds! Game times and locations are posted on the
General Store door—generally Sunday and Wednesday sees
baseball action.

Natural History Outings
Athena George, our Parks Canada interpreter, has a long list of
local natural history outings lined up for summer. The first was
Harvey Janszen giving his yearly ‘Birding by Sound’ Winter
Cove Walk. Harvey spends as much time listening as looking
when he is birding.

The warblers that love Winter Cove and raise their young
there are from Costa Rica and other parts south. They mostly live
in the alder and fir tree canopy—their lovely calls are most
prevalent at this time of year, when they are defending territory.  

For those of us less dedicated but equally enthused, Harvey’s
course acts as a refresher. The timeframe is short as our migrants
stay only four months: just long enough to get territories, nest,
raise young, and moult. (For something rather different, recently

we had a brown pelican in Tumbo Channel for a week or so.)

Pond Life
Last weekend was ‘Three Hours, Three Ponds, and Two
Scientists.’ Twelve people came to examine, with Christian
Englestoft, three large ponds at Mount David, Haggis Farm, and
Winter Cove. Christian arrived with hip-waders, identifying
books, dip-nets, bags and lots of enthusiasm. Christian’s
motivation was to find red turtles and sharp tailed snakes and
red legged frogs—species at risk—the rest of us were interested
and satisfied in viewing whatever turned up. 

The ponds are at their heights of fecundity; evidenced by the
air full of violet-green swallows, and some barn swallows, doing
constant acrobatics above the humming surface of the pond as
they feed. No mosquitoes were in evidence but plenty of other
insects—clouds just skittering above the water’s surface. Red
legged frogs and Pacific tree frog tadpoles were in abundance.

Izaak Gaines made the most terrific find—the larval form of a
rough skinned newt. Elegant and graceful, it swam around in the
plastic baggy with its strange gills in full evidence. So different
from the adult stage we are used to seeing—the sedate little
chocolate and pumpkin-colored dinosaur navigating our roads
and woods. 

Everybody had a great time watching the black leeches and
giant water bugs that can even bite people! The intrepid Natalie

Dunsmuir spent lots of time out on logs with dip nets and was
the only one of us to fall in!

More Workshops
Coming soon are a native plant gardening workshop and a picnic
and plant walk at Winter Cove Park. On the days which have two
of the lowest tides in June—21 and 22—the Great Olympic
Oyster Hunt for our rare native oyster takes place. There used to
be a oyster fishery in Ladysmith and by the end of the 1930s the
local oyster populations were wiped out. What we usually see
around here are the Japanese or Asian oysters. The native
Olympic oyster’s interior dimensions are the size of a loonie coin.
Very tasty and tiny, First Nation’s claim the oysters taste
differently depending on the area they are found. 

First Nations in Puget Sound are attempting to re-establish
populations. 0
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Waterton park may be
designated endangered
UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee has agreed to consider a
petition from 11 Canadian and US conservation groups asking
that Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park be designated a
‘World Heritage Site in Danger,’ due to a proposed coal mine and
other development in BC’s adjoining Flathead River Valley.

The World Heritage Committee will consider the request at its
June 22–30 session in Seville, Spain. ‘The Flathead River Valley
provides critical habitat for rare and endangered species that
migrate to and from Waterton-Glacier, and it has the highest
density of grizzly bears in the interior of North America,’ said NGO
Wildsight’s spokesperson Ryland Nelson, who will attend the
Seville session. ‘We’re asking the World Heritage Committee to
assess potentially grave impacts on water and wildlife in Waterton-
Glacier, given that BC’s land use plan for the Flathead River Valley
prioritizes mining and energy development.’

A US Department of the Interior report says heavy metals and
other contaminants from Cline Mining Corp’s proposed
mountain-top removal coalmine, currently under review by the
BC Environmental Assessment Office, will reach Glacier
National Park via the transboundary Flathead River in as little as
24 hours via Foisey Creek, recently named BC’s most
endangered river and is in urgent need of permanent protection.
‘Scientists have identified Foisey Creek as critical habitat for
threatened bull trout and genetically-pure westslope cutthroat
trout migrating from Glacier Park to spawn in the Flathead
River,’ said Nelson.

Alberta’s Waterton-Glacier would become the 31st ‘World
Heritage Site in Danger,’ the only one in North America. 0
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Event ends June 30th.
The savings event of the year is now on at Island Savings, and we’re offering fantastic value in every branch. 

Simply bring in the coupons below.

Looking for even more ways to save? Earn higher interest with a Premium Savings Account, and take comfort 

in knowing that your deposits are 100% guaranteed by the Credit Union Deposit Insurance Corporation.

We’ll help your savings increase even more through our Save the Change program, which rounds your debit 

card purchases up to the nearest dollar, and deposits the extra into the savings account of your choice

– towards whatever you’re saving for.

Island Super Savings is only on until June 30th. So visit your nearest branch today.

Super savings available to everyone

*Offer expires June 30, 2009. Visit ISCU.com 
or ask your branch for details. IT.

WIN
A Wii*

If you are under 18, present 
this coupon when opening an 
Island Savings Junior Account 
& you’ll be entered to win a

Wii from Nintendo. 

How cool is that?

GET SOME PLAY
OUT OF A

JUNIOR ACCOUNT.

*Offer expires June 30, 2009. Visit ISCU.com 
or ask your branch for details. IT.

WIN
A LAPTOP*

Opt out of paper 
statements and you will 
be automatically entered
to win a laptop computer.

Visit www.ISCU.com
to opt out.

GO GREEN & YOU 
COULD WIN.

*Offer expires June 30, 2009. Visit ISCU.com 
or ask your branch for details. IT.

UP TO A
1.25%

BONUS*

Boost your savings
when you present
this coupon at any

Island Savings branch.

GET EVEN MORE 
FROM YOUR

TERM DEPOSITS.

*Offer expires June 30, 2009. Valid on selected 
non-redeemable term deposits. Does not 
include transfers from existing Island Savings 
investments or accounts. Visit ISCU.com or ask 
your branch for details. IT.

WIN 1 OF 5 
$1,000
CASH PRIZES*

Winners can choose to invest
their prize money in an Island 

Savings term deposit, Tax-Free 
Savings Account or Premium 

Savings Account.

BRING THIS INTO 
ANY BRANCH TO BE 
ENTERED TO WIN.

*Must be 19 years of age or older to be eligible to win. 
Visit ISCU.com or ask your branch for details. IT.

__________________________
NAME

__________________________
PHONE

BRENTWOOD 250-544-4041   CEDAR 250-722-7073   CHEMAINUS 250-246-3273   COWICHAN COMMONS 250-746-5575    

DOUGLAS & BROUGHTON 250-385-4728   DOWNTOWN DUNCAN 250-746-4171   LADYSMITH 250-245-0456   LAKE COWICHAN 250-749-6631   

MAYFAIR MALL 250-385-4476   MILL BAY 250-743-5534   SALT SPRING 250-537-5587   SHAWNIGAN 250-743-5395   

WEST SHORE 250-474-7262   WOODGROVE CENTRE 250-390-7070   www.ISCU.com

FREE
AUTO SAFETY KIT*

Visit any Island Savings 
insurance offi ce for a

free insurance quote and 
present this coupon to get a

free auto safety kit.

GET EVEN MORE 
FREE WITH 

SOMETHING FREE.

T
he latest from next door to the Coke machine: Stevie
wants to go to the Grad Dance with that French Girl—you
know the one—she’s not all that cute but her parents are

influential. All through grades ten and eleven she went out with
that French Guy whose name Stevie can’t remember. Stevie
figures they must of spoke French to each other. 

But lately she’s been flirting with that Russian Guy who
arrived in the middle of grade eleven. That sounds like trouble to
us.

Stevie’s gang hang out at the righthand end of the playground,
around the goalposts. Stevie says that the French crowd (who are
sort of down the other end, and therefore out of range) are, like,
a nation—maybe he means just like Alberta. But they’re not
foreigners like the Russian Guy, who has even been to US
schools. Stevie says that the Russian Guy doesn’t have any school
spirit, ‘cause he only just got back. Stevie thinks he should of
stayed in Canada, just like Stevie. Stevie even went to elementary
school in Toronto—now that’s pretty Canadian, eh?

There are a lot of other foreigners in the school, too, and some
of them don’t speak English as well as the Russian Guy; but
Stevie says that doesn’t matter, they are just as Canadian as he is;
like it’s only the Russian Guy he’s bothered about. Mind you,
most of Stevie’s gang speak English like he does, some of them

louder but they don’t go on so long. Could be that Stevie doesn’t
like the Russian Guy because he’s jealous about the French Girl?

Mind you, the Russian Guy is now getting better marks than
Stevie. Stevie used to be, like, at the top of the class before, but he
didn’t know what he wanted to be when he grew up; he wasn’t all
that good at maths, so he had decided to be an economist. Then
he landed in Mr Manning’s class in grade eight, and he got all
kinds of ideas. He found out he could be really popular if he kept
promising things to people, so he practiced making promises a
lot. Amazing how good a guy can get if he practices. He also plays
the piano but we don’t know how good he is at that.

We’re always fair at HSC so we’ve got to admit that the
Russian Guy didn’t know what he wanted to be when he grew up
either. Except he traveled around a lot and wrote a whole lotta
books and taught school and things. Maybe that’s why now he
gets better marks than Stevie. Maybe that’s why the French Girl
—and she’s not the only one—seems to like him better than
Stevie. 

Stevie’s gang all say that Stevie is ‘the smartest guy in the
room.’ One of the things we all learn in high school is that if
someone talks long enough and loud enough quite a lot of people
will say he is the smartest guy in the room. All that means is that
everybody who’s left in the room is not so smart.

Anyway, to get to the latest: someone in Stevie’s gang is
obviously trying very hard to suck up to him because they have
been putting up posters around the school saying the Russian
Guy hasn’t got the right school spirit. Posters in English say the
Russian Guy is an ‘arrogant elitist’ and just in it for himself.
Whatever that means, there’s more than one of those around
here.

Posters in French say that he speaks French with a Parisian
accent—maybe that’s more sexy than speaking French with an
Alberta accent.

The Russian Guy has also been accused of being
‘cosmopolitan’—but only in English. Apparently this is insulting
in English, but not in French. We’re not sure what it means but
apparently it’s got nothing to do with the magazine, so that can’t
be it.

The Russian Guy’s response? On YouTube, fancy stuff: avoid
‘spite and spin’; we need ‘civility and common purpose.’ If you
didn’t get that, he also said, ‘If you mess with me, I will mess with
you ’till I’m done.’ Sounds cool to us. And we figure whoever the
French Girl is going to the Grad Dance with, it won’t be Stevie.
Like we said, trouble. 0

produce and other local
goodies, displays and sells the
produce, deals with any
leftovers; and takes the financial
risk while Community Pocket
Markets purchase the produce
from FoodRoot and manage the
logistics, and promotion. 

On Tuesday, June 19, at
Victoria’s St Ann’s Auditorium
FoodRoots is presenting an
educational and edible evening
entitled The Illusion of
Abundance: The fragility of the
global food system and what
we can do locally. Guest
speaker is Herb Barbolet.
Founder of FarmFolk/ CityFolk
Barbolet one of the leading food
activists in North America. He
currently works in food policy
research, projects and
programmes: linking food to
health and safety, community
economic development, the
environment, social justice, and
international development—
from the very local to the global.

To reserve a ticket or for
more info, call Susan at 250-
595-6742 or visit the website
www.foodroots.ca.

Saturna Website
Never one to be behind in digital
technology, Saturna Island has
achieved another first. ‘Explore
Saturna,’ a multimedia website
designed to promote heritage
tourism was launched on
Saturday, May 30 at Saturna’s
Community Hall. 

The site features the stories
surrounding Saturna Island’s
exploration in 1791 by the
Spanish ship Santa Saturnina,
the first European ship in
Georgia Strait, and it
documents the community’s
rehabilitation of the East Point
Lighthouse Fog Alarm Building,
located in the Gulf Island
National Park Reserve,
managed by Parks Canada.

The website represents an
innovative use of digital video,
social networking, and 3-D
game technology, combined
with a wealth of historical data
and community participation. 

According to Dr Gerri
Sinclair, executive director of
the site’s creators, Centre for
Digital Media, ‘The community
participation and economic
development opportunities
provided within the innovative
web-based framework of the
Saturna Project can be easily
extended to other communities
in British Columbia and
throughout Canada.’

www.exploresaturna.com
not only helps preserve
Saturna’s many historical
stories but also showcases the
community’s vibrant spirit and
the collaborative energy that
went into rehabilitating the Fog
Alarm Building, an important
piece of Saturna’s identity. 0

RTI from page 5

High School Confidential ~ Satire by Patrick Brown



Drilling the Islands since 1965
1-800-746-7444 SSI: 250-537-8456
www.drillwell.com        drill@drillwell.com

• WATER WELLS
• HYDROFRACTURING

TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

What is a 
property worth
without water?
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Cold Drafty House? 
Wet Basement?   
Nasty Crawl Space?    
Spray-Foam Insulation (may qualify  
for EcoENERGY & LiveSmart Grants) 
Air Leakage and Moisture Control  
Foundation Waterproofing and Repair 

 

DR I V E G AT E S—Design,  Bui ld,  Instal l
www.victor iawoodstudio.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROPOSED BUTE INLET HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT  
AVAILABILITY OF $250,000 TO PARTICIPATE IN  

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSEMENT 
 
The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (the Agency) is making available $250,000 
under its Participant Funding Program to assist groups and individuals to participate in the 
environmental review for the proposed Bute Inlet Hydroelectric project in British Columbia.   
 

This funding is being made available to help successful applicants review and comment on the 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will be prepared by the proponent. The funding may 
also be used to prepare for and participate in the public hearings that will be announced at a later 
date. 
 

Funding applications received by the Agency by July 6, 2009 will be considered.  A Funding 
Review Committee, independent of the review process, will consider all applications and make 
recommendations on the allocation of funds.  
 

Information on the funding program, the proposed project and on the environmental assessment 
process is available on the Agency Web site at www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca , registry number  
09-05-44825. 
 

To apply for funding or to obtain more information on the program, contact:  
 
Suzanne Osborne, Participant Funding Program  
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency  
160, Elgin St., 22nd floor  Ottawa, ON K1A 0H3  
Tel.: 1-866-582-1884 / Fax: 613-948-9172  
suzanne.osborne@ceaa-acee.gc.ca  
 

Bute Hydro Inc. is proposing to construct 17 run-of-river hydroelectric facilities in the vicinity of 
Bute Inlet.  Major components in addition to the generating facilities include a substation near 
the mouth of Southgate River, associated access roads and ancillary works, 216 km of 230 kV 
collector transmission line and 227 km of 500 kV trunk transmission line from the proposed 
substation near the mouth of Southgate River to the existing 500 kV substation at Malaspina.  
 

 
 

GALIANO ISLAND 
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 

Visit our web site at:  www.islandstrust.bc.ca E-mail:  information@islandstrust.bc.ca 

OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN REVIEW

ADVISORY AND STEERING COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS

The Galiano Island Local Trust Committee (LTC) is commencing a review of the community’s Official Community Plan (OCP).  As part of 
its commitment to designing and conducting the OCP review with the community, the LTC is seeking volunteers to sit on a steering
committee and five initially identified advisory committees (Affordable Housing, Groundwater, Transportation, Economic Opportunities, 
and Agriculture and Food Security).  Participants in each advisory group will be asked to examine specific topics in detail and produce 
recommendations for further discussion to the Steering Committee.  Participants of the Steering Committee will be involved in coordination 
of group work and will report to the LTC.  Advisory Committees will also send reports to the LTC.   

The Galiano Island Local Trust Committee is seeking expressions of interest for positions on the Steering Committee and Advisory
Committees.  Please send your expression of interest, listing the committees you’re interested in sitting on, and any related experience, by 
June 24, 2009 to: 

Galiano Island Local Trust Committee:  c/o Kathy Jones, Islands Trust, Suite 200 - 1627 Fort Street, Victoria, B.C.  V8R 1H8 
Fax:  (250) 405-5155  or Email: kjones@islandstrust.bc.ca

Key background documents, including advisory committee terms of reference, can be viewed on-line at the Galiano page on the Islands
Trust website (http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/ltc/gl/default.cfm).  For more information on the specific topics, please contact your local 
trustees:  Louise Decario:  ldecario@islandstrust.bc.ca,  Sandy Pottle: spottle@islandstrust.bc.ca
   250-539-5760     250-539-5637

lobbying firms, and Canadians’ general lack of knowledge about
our government.

A Fundamental Challenge
Examining the loss of public respect for politicians, and the level
of scandal and corruption within government, May challenges
what she calls the ‘corrupted value system of our entire society—
the assumption that naked self-interest trumps altruism as the
driving force of human, and particularly political, behaviour.
‘This may be fine for market-based economic theory, but it is
surely disastrous for human affairs.’ Unfortunately, she
continues, political actions based on such assumptions ‘tend to
have a self-fulfilling nature.’

Fair Voting
May reserves her most cogent comments for the deficiencies of
the First Past the Post (FPTP) voting system, and the urgent need
for a proportional representation system. This, she says, is
essential for a Parliament that really reflects the desires of the
voters, who have been turning up at the polls in ever-decreasing
numbers.

She observes that Canada has had multiple political parties
since 1920, and from then to now, the nation has experienced
thirteen minority governments and twelve ‘false majority’
governments. (A ‘false majority’ government is one in which
more voters voted against the ‘winning’ party than voted for it.)
Her chapter on ‘Making the Vote Fair’ is a thorough review of
Canada’s voting history and a very thoughtful survey of the
alternatives.

Coalition Government
‘Coalitions’, says May, ‘are the way of the future.’ In fact, that’s
the title of her final chapter. It starts with an analysis of the
‘parliamentary crisis’ of December 2008 which, she says,
demonstrated a number of the key points of this book. Political
parties, she says, are all about getting and keeping power. ‘When
the party that forms government decides that governing is less
important than winning the next election, the entire
parliamentary process becomes a mere backdrop for non-stop
electioneering.’

She finds the ‘tribal’ hatred between parties ‘insidious’. She
notes that the Green Party has tried to engage other parties in
‘co-operative approaches’ in dealing with environmental policy;
this seems to have been largely unsuccessful. ‘I am not
sufficiently partisan to understand why sensible people would
not be willing to work together in the interests of protecting
future generations,’ she remarks.

She realizes, however, that constant attacks on other parties
is what party leaders are expected to do, both by the media and
the public, and that any other approach is ‘threatening to the
whole construct of partisanship.’ But she points out, ‘moments of
flux and crisis allow innovations to occur.’ And she provides
examples.

Elizabeth May’s point is that ‘a move towards coalitions
would reverse the trends that threaten Canadian democracy.’
She clearly regards the threat of a ‘false majority’ government as
far more serious. 

If anything, the ‘reduced capacity’ of the media is the key
contributing factor to this danger. But ‘we have to get involved
ourselves. Democracy is not a spectator sport.’

Elizabeth May: ‘Losing Confidence: Power, Politics, and the
Crisis in Canadian Democracy, ’McClelland and Stewart,
Toronto, 2009, $21. 0

LOSING CONFIDENCE from page 6

BC Action Plan
Dear Editor:
I have been reading an article by Dahr Jumail, just posted on
Pacific Free Press. ‘Cultivated Colonialism’ outlines how, by
removing a country’s culture and identity—removing the things
it loves—colonialism is established.

What has BC done? By narrowly voting in a party whose main
purpose is to boost the ‘economy’ via corporate takeovers, we
are: losing our crown corporations; our ability to preserve
municipal’ bylaws that protect rivers, the ALR, the ability to
prevent urban sprawl; our pride in everyone having a decent
place to call home and to eat local foods; our pride in ourselves,
our music, art, town hall meetings, small business supporting
locals; and we are losing our love of BC forests, ocean, rivers,
fishing, camping for free, and our pride of place.

Instead, we have the 2010 huge increase of military/police
presence in BC; the autocratic push of pipelines across BC;
development on ALR lands; the constant ‘appointments’ of
insiders onto boards which should be responsible to the public;
a ‘bought’ press; police-forces investigating themselves; public
monies going to private schools; public schools being strapped
for money; grants going into infrastructure which undermines
public good; FOI documents almost fully blacked out (redacted);
and fear being spread so well that even local opinions contrary to
‘economic’ mantras are considered almost an illegal activity.

The federal party is doing the same thing—parading the
strength of military power, naysaying anyone who cares about
the environment and the need for increased inspectors in food,
health, and environment; and continually eroding monies to be

LETTERS, please turn to page 11

LETTERS, from page 4
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Are you interested in participating on a panel 
to provide advice to the Capital Regional 
District on regional parks and trails?

A Citizens’ Advisory Panel is being set up to 
help prepare a Strategic Plan to set the future 
direction for our parks system.

For information and forms to apply for 
membership on the panel: 
crd.bc.ca/parks or 250.478.3344. 

Application deadline is June 12, 2009. 

Help Guide the Future of Regional Parks & Trails

Citizens’ Advisory Panel

 

 

 
 

Southern Gulf Islands 
Ferry Advisory Committee Meeting 

 
Monday, June 15, 2009 
9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Mary Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Avenue 
Sidney, BC 

 
Members of the public are welcome to attend the Southern Gulf Islands 

Ferry Advisory Committee meeting. If you have any questions or concerns 
you wish to raise with the committee or with BC Ferries, please contact the 

chair of the Ferry Advisory Committee in advance of the meeting.

 
Minutes of committee meetings are available on BC Ferries’ website: 

www.bcferries.com. 

 
For more information please contact: 

 
Dave Dryer, Chair 

Southern Gulf Islands Ferry Advisory Committee 
Phone (250) 629-3353 or Fax (250) 629-3167 

 
Sarah Cotton, Stakeholder Relations Manager 

BC Ferries 
(250) 978-1398 or sarah.cotton@bcferries.com

 
 

Tell us in 50 words or less
“Why do you love living on the North Shore?”
Three winners will be selected to attend GIFTS and will work together as a production 
team. Together, the three aspiring fi lmmakers will work from concept to credits to produce 
their very own short fi lm that embraces the theme of “Why Do You Love Living on the 
North Shore?”
The week-long prize will also include a trip to the North Shore to shoot interviews and 
capture your favourite North Shore locations on camera. The fi lm will be showcased on 
GIFTSfi lms.com and the North Shore News website. Students will also be encouraged to 
enter the fi lm in upcoming student fi lm festivals.

*The week-long programs are each valued at $1049.75 (Tuition=$740.00, Room+Board=$295, GST=$14.75) Prize has no cash value.

Lights...Camera... Lights...Camera... 
ACTION!ACTION!

Are you an aspiring 

fi lmmaker?

If you enter the North Shore News’ 

“Why do you love living on the 

North Shore Contest”, you could be 

one of three North Shore News readers 

to win a week-long fi lm workshop at the 

Gulf Islands Film and Television School 

on beautiful Galiano Island!

Deadline to enter is 4:30pm, Friday, August 30th
To Enter: visit www.GIFTSfi lms.com or email gifts@giftsfi lms.com
Phone: 1.800.813.9993 or Fax: 250-539-3290
Mail:  GIFTS at S-43, C-12, RR#2,

Galiano Island, BC  V0N 1P0

Three Prizes of full 
tuition* to an adult 
(18+) week-long 
Media Intensive 

Program:
Sept. 14th-20th 

(including room & board) 
will be awarded!

Grand Prize: Full Tuition Scholarship to a youth or adult weeklong
program during the month of August or September.

5 Runners Up: 50% Scholarship for any August or September
weeklong program. (Youth or Adult)
Draw: July 10th , Winner will be notified by GIFTS

To Enter: 
visit www.giftsfilms.com/islandtides 

or call 1-800-813-9993   
www.giftsfilms.com 

Enter thePrize Draw!Enjoy a weekon GalianoIsland at TheGulf IslandsFilm School(GIFTS)

Prizes

It’s property tax time again
Rural tax notices are already in the mail to more than 334,000 BC property owners. The tax
deadline is July 2. For those mailing payments instead of paying at their government agent’s, bank
or by internet or telephone banking, the payment must be postmarked on or before that date to
avoid a late penalty. And don’t miscalculate your homeowner and senior grants, no penalty leeway
will be given for paying the wrong amount!

If you haven’t received your notice by mid-June, contact the Surveyor of Taxes office at 250-
387-0555 or at ruraltax@gov.bc.ca.

Information, benefits and eligibility requirements for the Home Owner Grant and Property Tax
Deferment programs along with detailed rural property tax information, including payment
options and program guidelines, is available online at www.fin.gov.bc.ca/rev.htm. 0

shape is still uncertain. Obama had proposed
that all greenhouse gas allowances be
auctioned, yielding many billions of dollars to
finance other government initiatives, but
congress has moved to allocate many of these
allowances at no cost to major energy
producers.

Meanwhile, several coalitions of states, and
some provinces (including the WCI), have
proposed cap-&-trade systems, and these will
undoubtedly have some influence on the
eventual federal design. Canada’s federal

government appears to be waiting to see what
the US adopts before joining in or mandating
an equivalent Canadian program. 

British Columbia is almost unique on the
continent in having implemented a carbon tax
(Quebec has a very much weaker version). BC
has also passed enabling legislation for cap-&-
trade.

The initiatives proposed by Gregoire can be
achieved by administrative action, and would
not require new legislation. 0

CLIMATE ACTION from page 1

Nile valley of Ethiopia it was traded with the
Egyptians and later the Arabs who took it to
India. In 1662, Dr Culpeper described it as ‘an
herb of Mars, and... carried a kind of virulent
quality with it’ and that it also ‘helps the
deficiency of Venus,’ though he doesn’t say how.

The classic fig grows well in this region and
has been cultivated for at least six thousand
years. Probably coming from Arabia where it
grows wild, the ancient Sumerians traded dried
figs since its high sugar content make it easy to
preserve. Columbus carried roots of fig trees on
his first voyage in 1492 and introduced it to the
West Indian islands. In France, Holland and
England fig trees were planted along old castle
walls where they thrived sometimes for
hundreds of years. The Spanish introduced
them to California in 1769 from whence they
migrated North. A Roman recipe calls for
placing a ham in a pot, covering it with dried
figs, bay leaves and honey, topping with a paste
made of flour and olive oil and baking slowly for
several hours before a fire.

The ubiquitous lettuce seems to have been
first cultivated by the Egyptians some five
thousand years past where it was sufficiently
revered to be included in tomb paintings.
Certainly they were grown along the Nile valley
and later across North Africa and the middle east
(the climate was wetter in those days). Only
modern lettuce varieties have round heads, shelf-
life and blandness. Early lettuces were grown for
their stalks and flavoured leaves. The milky sap
extracted from the stalks is a soporific and a
source of laudanum so the Romans ate their
lettuce salads at the end of the meal to induce
sleep. In the sixteenth century Queen Elizabeth
1st developed the habit of eating salads as an
appetizer, a practice we still use today. 

If you have an abundant crop this year, one
of many popular ways to cook lettuce is to
hollow out the centre, stuff it with game such as
pigeon or quail, tie it tightly and braise it in
soup stock with white wine and sweet herbs.

If we are what we eat then multicultural is
an understatement. Bon appetit!  0

ON YOUR PLATE from page 5

Funding for fisheries science infrastructure
The federal government has allocated $6 million in funding, over the next two years, to undertake
needed repairs and infrastructure upgrades at the Pacific Biological Station in Nanaimo and the
Center for Aquaculture and Environmental Research in West Vancouver.

The funding is part of a $250 million commitment in Canada’s Economic Action Plan designed to
accelerate investment, over the next two years, to modernize federal facilities across the country. ‘Both
the Pacific Biological Station and the Center for Aquaculture and Environmental Research are crucial
to Canadian fisheries science,’ said James Lunney, Member of Parliament for Nanaimo-Alberni. 

Funding includes: $5,302,000 to the Pacific Biological Station for building and roof repairs and
upgrades and $642,000 for building repairs and upgrades to the Center for Aquaculture and
Environmental Research.

The Pacific Biological Station is the oldest fisheries research centre on the Pacific coast. The
Center for Aquaculture and Environmental Research is a specialized centre for aquaculture and
coastal research co-founded by Fisheries and Oceans Canada and UBC. 0
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D. A. SMITHSON 
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937

Specializing in… 
PVC Deck Membranes &
Aluminum Railings for

Sundecks, Garage Decks
and Roofdecks.

CALL DAVE WOODE
CONTRACTING:

250-537-2990 or 
1-800-804-6288

Servicing the Gulf Islands

AUTOMOTIVE FOR RENT

STANDING SEAM
METAL ROOFING
FOR WATER

COLLECTION SYSTEMS
ALSO

TORCH-ON MEMBRANE
SHAKE & SHINGLE

Serving the Gulf
Islands for 20 Years

LA
NCE VAESENROOFING 

Ltd.

250-381-2157
Cell 250-361-5028

Fax 250-383-2198

HOME & PROPERTY SERVICES
ISLAND 
EXPLORER
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

Southern Gulf 
House & Cottage Rentals

Pender Island Long Term: 
Very large landscaped lot, paved
driveway, walk to ferries, wood stove, 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. $900.
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT • RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

FREE!
Scrap Car,

Truck, Bus &
Equipment  
REMOVAL

No Wheels?
No Problem!
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan

250-744-6842
250-732-4285

- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

MOVED
HOMES

BE BOLD - GO GREEN

Character, Custom &
Contemporary Buildings

40+ buildings to
choose from

www.nickelbros.com
1-866-606-2237

Rent or Lease
Quality Pre-Owned 

Cars & Minivans

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

We will pick you up 
from Ferries & Airport

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Monthly Rentals 
from $575*

Mention this ad & get 
10% off first month’s rental.

* Rates subject to change.

GSA Auto Rentals 

Jay E. Electric
Jeff  Edwards

Serving Pender Island
and the 

Southern Gulf  Islands

250-629-3973
250-217-9500 cell
jay_r_e@shaw.ca

250-629-3660 www.islandtides.com

YOUR BUSINESS
HERE!
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MARINE 

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling

aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats

crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

MOORINGS
INSTALLED •SERVICED

MAINTAINED

Chris West 
Dive Services

250-888-7199
250-538-1667

cdwest@telus.net

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications

• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

Hot Tubs
Swimming Pools
Sales, Service, Parts

gulfislandspas.com
250-538-8244

Serving All The Gulf Islands
Insured • Licensed

KLYNE 
CONSTRUCTION

• Concrete forming and 
framing

• House kit assembly

• Project management

• Renovations

• Boat access locations   
welcome

• Serving Gulf Islands and 
Vancouver Island

Al Klyne 
250-539-9887

alanklyne@telus.net

MEETINGS
School District #64 (Gulf Islands). A
regular meeting of the Board of School
Trustees will be held at the School
Board Office on Wednesday, June 10
commencing at 1pm. To view the
agenda for this meeting, please refer to
www.sd64.bc.ca/board_meetings.html.
Public Welcome!  

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE
10 KW Lister Diesel Heavy Duty
Generator with manuals $3000;
20'X10' Container, Secure
storage/workshop $2500; Seasoned
fir poles, minimum taper, peeled: -6
poles 20' long 9-10" diameter,
$12/linear ft -10 poles 10' long 8-9"
diameter, $10/linear ft; Used Bricks
(3'X3'X3' pile of standard bricks),
10cents/brick; 13-3'X10' 26 guage
Galvanized Metal Sheets, new &
discounted 20%, $20/sheet; Avon
Ranger Inflatable Dinghy Length
9'2" Beam 5'3" $1200; Grill-Rite
propane Bar-B-Que side burner,
12"X20" cooking surface $75. All
items open to offers 250-629-9930

Earthbucks Compost Privy System
Make earth not war with the
environment; non-electric,
nomechanical parts, self contained,
safe to use, very low to no
maintenance. Proven over 25 yrs
use & development on Hornby
Island, BC, many existing active
units. Produces earth; saves &
protects groundwater. contact 250-
335-2887 For info, images &
brochure available online. Email:
adencrane@hotmail.com

1982 Campion 18-1/2ft boat.
Outboard/inboard engine 470 Merc
Cruiser. Top shape. Trailer included.
Lots of accessories. $6,500 Pender
250-629-2071

Rooster Dollarhide
Auction Events
Saltspring Island

Unreserved Auction
(no reserve or minimum bid)

estates, liquidations, industrial
equipment, farm equipment,

clearance items, antiques,
household goods, and more!

Saturday, June 6
then 1st & 3rd 

Saturdays to Sept 19
Fulford Inn Site

2pm sharp
Open stage for music & buskers

noon-130pm
Family owned local business

For info or to book a sales spot 
call 250-886-5006 or email:

roosterdollarhideauctions@hotmail.com 
10% consignors selling fee 

10% buyers premium

Caregiver wanted for 84 year old
male with Parkinsons. Flexible
hours and on-call. Private
accommodation in upper floor with
room for a couple. Wage/rent
negotiable. Pender Island 250-629-
3520

Galiano Island Recycling Resources
has two summer jobs for students
ages 15-30 starting June 22. Ten
weeks, 30 hours/week, $15/hour.
Call 250-539-5769 or email
galianoi@telus.net

the extra room 
you wish you had
outerspacebuildings.com

13,700 Homes • 3,300 Yellow Box Pick-Ups • And 1,750 Online Readers
YOUR BUSINESS WILL BE SEEN LOCALLY & ACROSS THE STRAIT OF GEORGIA

GREAT RATES! Boxed ads start at $33
250-629-3660  •  islandtides@islandtides.com

• CRD approved drinking water
• pool filling • dust control 

• street flushing • film industry 

• 3,000 gallon tankers

250-388-2712
Bulk Water Delivery

• Pre-assembled • Portable 
• Fresh or salt water • No scrubbing

• Can be left full or empty  
• Fully insulated (requires less wood) 
• Includes everything you need …

Just add water & enjoy!

www.alumitubs.com
Eric/Wendy Holtz

604.885.0646
alumitubs@telus.net

Wood Fired
Hot Tubs

on poor quality soil. Mine have naturalized around the periphery
of the garden and compete quite well with the Oregon grape
(Mahonia). All plants have their preferred loam/water wish list
so it is often useful to discover where and under what conditions
they grow wild. 

Many of the herbs we use in the European tradition originate
near the Mediterranean growing under relatively arid summers
and mild, damp winters. Consequently herbs such as rosemary,
lavender, thyme and sage will often thrive on the Islands and
develop strong fragrances but don’t expect them to produce
luxuriant growth. Too much water and too much feed will cause
them to grow excessively and die. Basil which comes from the
rich valleys of the upper Nile is an exception. 

We all know to pick fruit just as it reaches its peak warmed by
the sun. Many herbs by contrast are selected for the fragrance
and flavour in their leaves and shoots. The optimum time for this
is when the oils and acids are at their most concentrated which
happens just before the flowers are due to open. Choose a warm
dry day and gather them in the morning before they get too hot.
Herbs can be dried in an electric or solar drier or simply hung in
bunches in a light airy room. The spare bedroom is good for this.
Then after a few days simply rub the dried leaves into a bowl,
pick out the twiggy bits and store in a clean jar. Sage, thyme and
oregano will often be half-dry before you pick them; basil, dill
and parsley, by contrast are ‘wetter’ herbs that may require a
gentle heat to dry properly. If you really like basil, dill or chives,
try gathering them at their peak and blending them into a puree
in oil: olive oil for basil, Canola for dill, and melted butter for
chives. These can then be frozen in sour cream tubs for use
throughout the year where they will retain all their colour and
flavour and some of their aroma. When needed simply shave off
the quantity desired; much better than dried and a different
league from anything commercial.

Rose Petal Salad 
Prep time 15 minutes, Serves about 4.

2 cups fresh rose petals (not from a florist!)
1 small bunch chives
1 sprig of peppermint
1 sprig lemon balm
1 sprig basil 
1 orange peeled and sectioned
1 cup fresh raspberries
1 tsp grated orange rind
2 Tbsp olive oil
2 Tbsp cider vinegar
A pinch each of sugar, salt and pepper
A few leaves of red lettuce if you must

If the fresh ingredients are home grown you will not have to
wash them. But if you don’t know where they were last night…. 

Tear the herbs into small pieces, leaving the petals whole.
Blend the oil, vinegar and spices and gently toss the salad
without bruising the petals. Makes an ideal brunch with...

Cold Sour Cream and Dill Soup
Prep time 10 minutes, Cooking time 30 minutes, Cooling time 1
hour, Serves 4 if you’re not hungry.

¼ cup butter
1 leek
2 medium potatoes
1 cup chicken stock
1 cup water
salt & pepper
1 cup sour cream
1 bunch fresh dill

Wash, slice and chop the leek, fry gently in butter until soft.
Add the potatoes, stock, water and spices, bring to a boil and
simmer for 25 minutes or until soft. Cool then puree the soup in
a blender gradually adding the sour cream and dill. Adjust the
seasoning for taste and chill for an hour. Serve creamy smooth
with the salad and hot biscuits. 0

JUNE GARDEN from page 2

spent on that which people need, yet increasing grants towards
infrastructure which only helps corporate and big business
plans.

So, how do the over 50% of the people, who did not vote for
this Liberal BC government, go about pushing back the things we
do not like and did not ask for? If we are a ‘defeated people,’ then
we do nothing. If we still bristle at the projects underway, such as
pipelines, then perhaps it is time we asked ourselves some basic
questions. Who are we? Why are we here in BC? What makes life
worth living? How healthy is our home?

And then, support every home-grown cultural event. Spend
money on only that which benefits our ideas of truth, to self and
land. Demand that all other political parties, NGOs, and local
groups join together and acknowledge the things we cherish.
Then put combined energy, money, and effort towards a joint
council which will promotes our common identity, culture, and
love of life, here on this land.

Send troubadours all across the province to perform, sing,
laugh and joke. Show artwork which raises the spirit, pokes fun at
banalities of the ‘brands’, and encourage everyone to contribute.
Get a whole province of people to pick their favourite piece of this
land and promote it—show how to protect it—bury hatchets and
rally around our love of things here. If people want to express ‘not
wanted’ opinions about the 2010 games, put those ‘official’ signs
and flags in their windows, but hang them upside down.

Meanwhile, our sleuths and activists can dig around and find
the evidence which is hidden which will reveal yet more BC Rail
illegalities lurking beneath our noses and which will, when
brought out into the public, bring more evidence of absolute
wrongdoings. Maybe, over the course of the next couple of years,
we can either bring on another election or, better yet, demand
that certain government people step down.

Sharon Lawrence, Saanichton 0

LETTERS from page 9
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Accommodation & Attractions          
Vancouver Island & Around the Georgia Strait (plus the Pacific!)

Put your business in the frame! Check out our Georgia Strait-wide
circulation at: www.islandtides.com

Central Vancouver Island
‘HOLIDAY HOUSE’ 
B&B Motel • Rooms

Vacation Suites
FREE PICK-UP

20 min from Nanaimo Ferries
10 min from Nanaimo Airport

HERITAGE LADYSMITH

1-888-310-2299
250-618-5830

www.ladysmithholidayhouse.com

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

3350 Coast Rd, Gabriola  250.247.8931 www.PAGESRESORT.com

                      
 

Fully equipped 1&2 Bedroom COTTAGES  
CAMPGROUND with showers & laundry 

BOOK & MARINE CHART STORE 
 MARINA, transient moorage & fuel dock VHF66A 

 

Household hazardous waste defined.
Household hazardous waste is any waste from your home that you consider 
to be dangerous or are unsure of. It includes any leftover household 
products that are marked with the following symbols:

Common examples include pesticides, varnishes, paints, cleaners and 
pool chemicals. Please remember this collection is for household waste 
only, no industrial waste from commercial businesses.

For more information call the CRD Hotline 1.800.663.4425  
Email: hotline@crd.bc.ca or visit www.crd.bc.ca

Bring your hazardous waste to the 
Galiano Island Recycling Depot
220 Sturdies Bay Road, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Our natural environment is no place  
for household hazardous waste.

JUNE
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SUMMER ECOLOGICAL EXPLORATION PROGRAM (SEEP) 2009
The Gulf Islands Centre for Ecological Learning is now accepting registration
enquires for its SEEP activities on Mayne, Pender, Saturna and Salt Spring islands.
Our programs integrate the knowledge and understanding of marine, forest and
freshwater ecosystems, food growing and local First Nations knowledge. We use
natural science, multi-sensory experiences, art, photography, theatre, story telling,
music and play as core learning methods.

Time: 10 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday
Children ages 6 to 12 Fees: $175.00/week/child under review
GICEL may be able to provide limited financial assistance for families who have
children wishing to participate. For more details please contact:

Mayne and Saturna Islands, Jessica Willows/Michael Dunn 250-539-5745
Pender Island, Julie Johnston 250-629-3811
Salt Spring Island, Jessica Reveley 250-537-6991

Our website is actively being updated but check it out at www.gicel.ca or email:
gicel@gicel.ca. 
Join our dynamic leaders and amazing youth mentors in exploring the gifts of
nature on the Southern Gulf Islands.

Pender Island Dates: 
August 10 - 14

Mayne Island Dates:
August 3 - 7 & August 10 - 14 

Salt Spring Island Dates: 
July 13 - 17, July 20 - 24 & July 27 - 31 

Saturna Island Dates: 
August 24 - 27 

Ontario cap-&-trade legislation delayed
The Ontario government’s cap-&-trade legislation has been tabled. The legislation which will
amend the Environmental Protection Act, enables the provincial government to implement a cap-
&-trade system but leaves critical details such as targets to future regulations:

Cherise Burda, Ontario Policy Director for the Pembina Institute, a non-partisan sustainable
energy think tank, commented, ‘In delaying the start of its cap-and-trade system for two years from
its originally stated start date of 2010, Ontario has passed up an opportunity to demonstrate true
leadership on the climate change file. As British Columbia has shown with its carbon tax, we don’t
need to wait to put a price on pollution. 

‘Taking action now, instead of delaying, would put Ontario in a much stronger position to shape
climate change regulations in North America, provide much-needed certainty for industry, avoid
possible punitive measures from the US, and increase the chance of Ontario meeting its climate
change goals.’

‘Although Ontario has demonstrated a commitment to climate leadership in Canada,’ she
continued, ‘much remains to be done. Ontario’s continued credibility will depend on filling in the
blanks in the Climate Change Plan—and especially the regulations for cap and trade—by the time
the government shows up at the critical UN climate conference in Copenhagen this December.’ 0

British Columbia reached an environmental
landmark in May as the province’s 50 millionth
tire was recycled as part of an innovative
program that is another example of British
Columbia’s leading edge environmental
platform. The progam began in 1991. 

Laid flat in a single line, the 50-million
recycled tires would stretch around the Earth at
the equator, says Tire Stewardship BC (TSBC),
the not-for-profit society that took over the
program in 2007.

For every new tire sold in the province the
retailer collects, on behalf of TSBC, an Advance
Disposal (‘Eco’) Fee. The money collected is
used to pay for transporting and recycling BC-
generated scrap tires, ensuring they are used in
environment-friendly ways rather than ending
up in landfills.

In 2008, in a bid to take pressure off the

province’s landfill sites, TSBC introduced its
Return to Retailer program, which allows the
public to return scrap tires to participating
retailer sites instead of taking them to landfills.
This year-round, free disposal service allows
consumer to drop off a maximum of four
passenger and light truck tires that are clean
and off-rim. 

More than 80% of the 40,000 tonnes of
scrap tires collected each year in BC are recycled
into products. The remainder is used as a fuel
supplement. Some unique uses for crumb
rubber produced from recycled tires include
‘pour in place’ rubber playground surfacing,
synthetic turf fields, recreational facility
flooring, flooring and mats for
agricultural/industrial uses, asphalt rubber and
more.  0

50 million tires recycled through eco-fee

Mini Book Review

Water—Bottle Yer Own
Bottled water is an environmental disaster. It’s taken from sources
hundreds and often thousands of kilometres away from where people
will consume it, requires enormous energy expenditures for shipping
and removing the water from its source. It adds billions of bottles to
the solid waste stream—40 million a day in the US alone. 

Its health benefits are questionable, to say the least, the water
coming out of the tap in your municipality has been treated to meet
far higher standards.

If you don’t like the taste of chlorine in treated water, use a filter
system. If you want to take water with you, use a refillable bottle. Save money and help save the planet.

This and other useful pieces of infomation can be found together with extensive information on
climate change in Global Warming for Dummies written by Green Party lof Canada leader
Elizabeth May and Zoë Caron. It’s a must read, and an interesting and easy read for anyone
wanting to keep up to date with climate change.

‘Global Warming for Dummies’, Elizabeth May and Zoë Caron, John Wiley & Sons Canada Ltd,
2008, $23.99. 0
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