
                                    

Special Report by Patrick Brown

The US$ is failing as the world’s reserve currency. What opportunities does this global shift present for Canada?
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Keep on coming back! Our new website has one thousand visitors per week !
Get the flavour of the coast!  If you haven’t visited yet , we’re just a click away.  
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Slow boat to Sturdies —Galiano Islanders’ trips to and from Vancouver Island and the Mainland have been
more complicated for the last three weeks. During a rebuild of the Sturdies Bay dock, they’ve had to
watertaxi to Miners Bay, Mayne Island and bus (or cycle) to Village Bay ferry terminal. It’s all over March 11.
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In Sidney on March 5, local NDP
membership made history by choosing
their female First Nations candidate,
Christine Hunt. Hunt will represent the
NDP in the May 17 provincial election. 

Hunt is
54 years old
and has
lived on
Salt Spring
Island for
over two
years. She
was born
and raised
in Alert Bay.

H u n t
has a wealth
of political

experience. She has worked as a senior
advisor to Corky Evans, former cabinet
minister and MLA for Nelson-Creston,
and as an officer on national and
international resource management
panels. Christine has also been a school
trustee, a community development
worker and is a long-time activist for
environmental and social justice issues. 

Hunt says she intends to be a strong
challenger to incumbent MLA Murray
Coell in the May 17 campaign. David
Suzuki has been quoted as saying that
Hunt will make a terrific MLA. 0

Christine Hunt
candidate for
Saanich North &
The Islands

Imagine being able to use global information system mapping and link it to
existing databases such as sensitive ecosystems, water resources and census
data, and then to be able to create instant maps of what your community
will look like at, say, build-out if no changes are made in the OCP. Or to be
able to see what the result of another set of choices will be, such as creating
buffer zones for sensitive areas. 

Incredibly, the tools are here now and will be used as a pilot project in
North Pender’s OCP Review. The Community VIZ computer program that
delivers these capabilities was showcased at an OCP Review kick-off
meeting on Saturday, March 5. (More info? visit www.communityviz.org)

About 50 people attended the meeting, which opened with Trustee Em
Round saying that community happiness was the aim of the Review. He
said it was 11 years since the end of the last Review process (that review, led
by then Trustee, the late Bob Allison, had been the first in 20 years). Round
said that he expected this review to end in a ‘document we can live with and
be very proud of.’

Trustee Gary Steeves promised, ‘This process will be driven by the
community’ and he assured listeners that the community would find points

of consensus and that ‘differences are not as deep as we might think.’ He
said the process would dispel misinformation and suspicions. Later in the
meeting he added that the dialogue of this review would form a model for
future community dialogue. The two Trustees co-chaired the meeting with
humour and gentle ribbing, setting a tone for the process to follow.

Planner Robert Kojima gave a competent and succinct background of
the Island’s governance. A huge amount of background information has
been compiled for the community to use in their deliberations.

Fascinating facts emerged. Growth rate peaked between 1986 and 1991
with a 35% increase in population. The 2001 census shows a permanent
population of 1,776. North Pender had a median age of 56 compared to a BC
median of 38. It is a population of ‘non-movers’ compared to BC generally.
The self-employed account for 43% of the workforce. There are 1,072 lots
with permanent dwellings on them and 376 with seasonal dwellings.

The major news for North Pender is that there are enough building lots
to cope with the projected population increase for the next 25 years. On the
Island there are currently 521 unbuilt lots of which 326 are in Magic Lake

North Pender’s OCP to be pilot for Community VIZ program
Christa Grace-Warrick

I
n the world economy, there are big changes afoot. The US
dollar, the world’s reserve currency for the last fifty years, is
losing value, and relies on support from Asian central banks.

With one-and-a-quarter billion people, China’s state economic
strategy is aimed squarely at rapid growth for its share of the
international economic pie. (India is following a few years
behind.) This will be at the expense of the nations that have
traditionally dominated the world’s economy, particularly the
United States. 

The US is still the world’s richest economy. But now it faces
stiff competition for resources (particularly oil) from China and
India. The nations of the former Soviet Union, previously a
controlled and restricted economy, have become the Wild West
of capitalism, lawless, unpredictable, and yet with enormous
resources. And many of the nations of Africa continue as centres

of poverty, disease, political incompetence and untappable
potential.

Canada, you’ll notice, is not on this list. But Canada, the
stable, solid bystander, tends to be sideswiped by evolving
situations, both political and economic, which we should have
seen coming. It’s time we were more aware.

Decline in US Dollar Value
The US dollar has been declining in value, compared to the Euro,
the Canadian dollar, and other currencies, for the past three
years. The classic economic reason given for this is the long-term
US negative balance of payments; other reasons may be the
Bush administration’s enormous government deficits, both
present and projected.

Bush administration policies (pre-emptive war, continued
high oil consumption, proposed further tax cuts, expected

government borrowing to support a proposed partial
privatization of Social Security) may also contribute to foreign
discomfort with the US dollar.

Despite all this the US continues to claim to pursue a ‘strong
dollar policy.’ This may be taken as a lie for domestic
consumption only, or as denial of reality. 

A Reserve Currency
For more than 30 years, the US dollar has functioned as the
world’s reserve currency: the constant standard for exchange
rates and the currency in which other countries’ central banks
held their foreign exchange reserves. This reflected the US
position as the world’s largest and most stable economy. 

The US has benefited from this arrangement. Foreign

OCP, please turn to page  5

WORLD CURRENCY, please turn to page 2
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WORLD CURRENCY from page 1
governments purchased US government bonds; commodity
prices (especially oil) were expressed in US$; and multinational
corporations did business in US$ through US banks. When the
world lost confidence in a nation’s currency (Argentina, Mexico,
etc.) the US stepped in to stabilize it. 

In 1985, US$ itself got out of line, gaining value rapidly against
the Japanese yen and some European currencies. That time the
‘Plaza Agreement’ was negotiated with a number of industrialized
countries to stabilize exchange rates (and to reduce Japanese
protectionism. Japan was made to take the fall; its economy
sustained damage from which it has not yet recovered. 

While the US continues to enjoy the benefits of a reserve
currency despite its federal deficit and its trade imbalances, no
agreement seems on the horizon to correct the current slide in
the value of the US$. Instead, foreign central banks are now
starting to denominate part of their foreign exchange reserves in
Euros, the European Union currency (see article about the Euro
in our on-line archive at www.islandtides.com).

China Supports the US$—For Now
The US$ is only supported at its present level by continued
foreign purchases of US government bonds, at a rate of $1.5
billion per day. This is how US federal deficits are financed.

The majority of these bonds are purchased by the Chinese
and Japanese central banks. For the Chinese, this is a relatively
safe way of ‘locking in’ their economic gains. They purchase
enough US$s to  support their policy of valuing the Chinese yuan
at a fixed rate against the US$. Their strategy also encourages
US$ investments in manufacturing in China, and it maintains
China’s price advantages in its largest market, the United States.
Its fund of dollars allows China to buy raw materials all around
the world with US$s.

The Japanese have a similar incentive to purchase US
government securities, except that the value of the yen is floating
rather than fixed. Japan trades in sufficient foreign exchange to
ensure that the yen stays relatively low compared to the US$, so
Japanese  goods do not become too expensive in the US market.
Essentially, the Japanese print money to purchase US
government securities.

The US/Chinese Dollar
Chinese singlemindedness, drawing on US wealth, is now an
important engine of world economic growth.The situation, while
apparently mutually beneficial, is probably not sustainable in the
long term. The value of the US$ may, in fact, be hostage to
Chinese economic policy.

The gradual decline of the value of the US/Chinese currency
against the Yen, the Euro, and even the Canadian dollar reflects
the rest of the world’s assessment of the eventual fate of this
combination.

The Chinese net trade surplus with the rest of the world in
2004 was $200 billion. China is a major contributor to the US
trade deficit. Almost half of the US trade deficit with China may
be due to US multinationals manufacturing in China things they
used to manufacture in the US.   

There are many indications that the Chinese currency is
undervalued. But at the moment the Chinese appear to be in no
hurry to declare an ‘upward adjustment’ in their fixed exchange
rate to the US$. US entreaties to do so may be another myth for
the benefit of domestic consumption. 

Chinese Economic Growth
The Chinese economy has recorded growth in the 9% range for
the past few years. This has been aided by formidable government
efforts to plug gaps in infrastructure (ports, railways, etc). While
some would say that China no longer has a centrally planned
economy, there is no doubt that public investment with long-term
horizons continues to be an important factor in facilitating
China’s ‘private sector’ growth. It is largely financed in US$s.

This can be contrasted to mature western economies, which
typically record growth in the 3-4% range, and where critical
infrastructure investments must often meet the private sector
strictures of short-term profitability.

Locking in Resource Supplies
Chinese government-owned companies are presently active all
over the world attempting to secure long-term supplies of raw
materials and commodities. Mines, coal and oil pipelines in
Canada, oil in Kazakhstan; the Chinese appear to be relatively
insensitive to price (which is not to say that they won’t drive a
hard bargain). Chinese banks were the financiers behind the
recent Russian renationalization of Yukos Oil, no doubt in return
for future security of supply.

Chinese government-owned companies now seek to take
advantage of China’s World Trade Organization (WTO)
membership with outright purchases of commodity-producing
corporations overseas. These Chinese companies can raise any
amount of capital they may need from their government, and
can easily turn it into US$s at the fixed exchange rate. Thus they
become powerful tools of China’s economic policy. Canada is
presently wrestling with just this question—how do we treat a

Chinese government-owned company that seeks to purchase a
Canadian shareholder-owned corporation?

But on the other side of the coin, China requires foreign
companies doing business in China to ‘partner’ with Chinese
companies. Not quite the traditional WTO ‘level playing field.’

The US Domestic Focus 
US economic policy continues to focus on what goes on within the
US and denies or ignores the international economy (of which it is
still a most influential one-quarter). There is no focus on energy
conservation. Savings rates are historically low. Federal
government spending is approximately 80% entitlements (which
cannot be easily changed), with the rest increasingly biased
towards the military. So tax cuts result in increased government
debt. 

The US continues to negotiate bilateral free trade agreements
with individual countries while maintaining protectionist trade
policies and legislation. Farm subsidies remain high, making it
difficult for foreign agricultural products to gain a foothold in US
markets. NAFTA is gradually being devalued through the growth
of competing free trade agreements and the actions of
protectionist industry groups in the US. WTO and NAFTA dispute
settlement rulings are ignored if they do not suit US interests.

The US trade deficit with the rest of the world reflects
weaknesses in US exports along with continuing growth in US
imports. 

Much free US capital is employed in speculation—in
currencies, commodities, stocks and other securities, and an
ever more ingenious variety of derivatives. Besides removing this
capital from productive, job-creating investment, this intense
speculative activity distorts prices, the information lifelines of
free markets. 

As an example, the volatility of the US$ price of oil can be
accounted for by the desire of oil sellers to maintain their real
returns as the US$ declines in value, plus a very large and active
speculative futures market. A similar mechanism distorts the
foreign exchange market, over 95% of which is  speculative
currency trading.

An inward-looking and politically polarized US media keeps
Americans ignorant of trends in the world economy, and
particularly of the economic consequences of their government’s
current policies. These policies may be termed risky, dangerous,
or disastrous, depending on one’s point of view; there seems
little chance that a US-led world economy will be any more
stable at the end of the current Bush administration.

The ‘Wealth Effect’
The purchasing power of the US economy now depends on
continued increases in consumer credit, based not on increased
earnings, but on what some economists term the ‘wealth effect’—
borrowing against large increases in the dollar value of real
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Saying ‘No’ Slowly ~ Christa Grace-Warrick

D
r Kathy Dunster’s ‘Slow Islands’ talk on Thursday,   Feb
24 was inspiring. Here’s a lady who can really think
outside the box. She strengthened for me that the

‘bottom-line’ isn’t the bottom line and that we really can say ‘no’
to things that will damage our Islands. 

Listening to Kathy, the Trust Mandate comes alive. It means
something. It was meant to mean something. We are meant to
uphold ‘preserve and protect.’ In fact, the rest of the province is
relying on us to do so. Recently, it is coming to our notice that our
Local Trust Committees do have a lot of power if they choose to
exercise it and if we empower them in our OCPs. Not that she
talked about those things. She talked about simple, tangible things.

She also showed fascinating slides of places that knew how to
say ‘no’. England’s Peak District, for example, a national park
area where you now cannot buy property unless you are, or
intend to be, a full-time resident. 

Recently, Dunster visited the islands in the Venice Lagoon to
see how they were doing.  You cannot live on Burano, one of the
Lagoon islands, unless you are engaged in the glass industry.
This is making it possible for all sorts of young people interested
in glass art to live and work there and for it to become a place of
excellence again. On another island, the artichoke island, you
must farm—the Italians’ value their food highly. 

Lifting the eyes above local squabbles, we are reaffirmed in
the understanding that it is customary world-wide to have quite
intense regulation to preserve very special places. 

In contrast on the the other side of the Atlantic, the island of
Manhattan, she said, showing before and after slides, did not
know how to say ‘no’ and in less 250 years was utterly
transformed.

Dunster is a collector of sign images, which is why she is so
beautifully meshed with her ‘Powerpoint’ presentation. Signs,
and artifact maps illustrated all her points as well as heart-
stopping photos of our Islands—photos made all the more
poignant by her pithy commentary. Rather like Salt Spring’s ‘Old
Geezers,’ Arvid Chalmers and Sid Filkow, she tempers each
show to the Island she’s on; this night had lots of Pender
pictures.

Kathy believes that ‘slow’ is the essence of islands
preservation. She says unless we slow down we will lose our

sense of ‘rural’ and we might as well move to the city. Rural, she
declares, is not municipal. Dunster has a ‘Three E’ definition of
slow—eventual, eventful and enduring. Life is paced by the
rhythm and cycles of nature. 

Kathy thinks in an ecosystem way about landscapes and their
people. She identifies natural and rural landscapes as key
components of the Gulf Islands and of the Slow Islands
Movement. She says, ‘Preserve the landscape and you will
preserve the culture.’ 

Dunster identifies two kinds of landscape on the Islands,
natural and cultural. Farmland is an example of a cultural
landscape which she says is much more that a ‘wallpaper’
setting. Natural and cultural landscapes on the Islands overlap
at the foreshore.

Due to the currently accelerating rate of change, many people
recently arriving on the Islands do not know what it was like—
what has been lost. We need, says Dunster, to ‘save the cultural
acts.’ Amongst these she rates farming and food processing
activities highly. In order to keep ‘rural’ intact, she says that we
need to remember histories, tell stories, create and sing songs
and keep alive traditional activities.

On the innovative side, I loved her idea or a real home-grown,
legal industry—growing marijuana seed for medicinal purposes
(a nice tempering effect to needing to make money from tourism
and building). The money she said would fund everything we
needed. The next day I talked about it to the young woman
behind the counter at the store and she added—‘Yes, and we can
start a hemp clothing industry.’ On the silly side I imagined
Islanders having a late summer party burning all the leaves
under the watchful eye of the police (and the fire department)—
quite the bonfire night! 

Fast is so inculcated into us, even Kathy Queen of Slow gaffed
by saying Denman had been the fastest Island to take on the
Slow Islands concept, what she meant of course was ‘the first
Island.’

Dunster had her audience spell-bound and full of inspiration
as they made their way of the hall. Among meetings it will
become a legend. ‘Were you at the ‘Slow Islands talk?’ we ask
each other. ‘Yes,’ comes the answer with a slow smile.

Contact Dr Kathy Dunster at jdunster@bigfoot.com.0

The US dollar is only supported at its present level
by continued foreign purchases of US government
bonds, at a rate of $1.5 billion per day. This is
how US federal deficits are financed.
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BC Public School Financing 101
Russ Searle
The silly season, in the form of pre-election
spending and hype, is upon us once more and
claims of provincial fiscal rectitude, real or
imagined, are dropping from the mouths of
provincial politicians at a prodigious rate.
However, what is for me the most important
matter, public education and its funding, has
been misrepresented to the extent that I believe
clarification is needed. 

Now before I am accused of going on a rant
against the provincial Liberals I would like to
note that I was not silent about the shortcomings
of the NDP government (I’ll send copies of my
articles to anyone who wants them). I don’t care
which party is in power, as long as they fund
public education adequately. To put this into
perspective, as a retired Superintendent of
Schools once said, regarding his experience with
governments (Socred, NDP, Liberal)—they’ve all
underfunded education.

The Funding Allocation system has a lot of
detail and therefore seems to be very complex,
but it’s actually a simple concept. First of all,
districts receive an amount per student which
goes into operational funds—this is the day-to-
day funding for the district. Then there’s money
for capital projects such as fixing and building
schools; these funds shouldn’t be used for
operational purposes. However this has
blurred in recent years because if a district sells
land that it (and not the government) owns,
then the government might allow that district
to use the proceeds for operational reasons.
There are also special grants, such as
transportation and small school grants (which
the government is continually whittling down),
and there are targeted grants such as special
needs money, and textbook funding which
must be used for those purposes only. These
grants are never enough to cover the actual
costs, and districts, along with their PACs, are
forced to augment them as much as they can.

Finally there are special purpose grants
used for a variety of reasons. For example, in
our district we have the GIFTS pilot program
which assists special needs graduates of our
schools to integrate into society either
independently or in a group home setting. Our
staff work in conjunction with Ministry of
Children and Families workers, and, assisted
by the parents and guardians of these young
adults, work toward ensuring these young
people make a successful entry into society. We
hope this successful project will be copied
throughout the province.

School District on the Hook
Shortly after they were elected, the Liberals
confirmed that the bargaining agent for the 60
school districts, the BC Public School
Employers’ Association (BCPSEA) had $300
million to bargain for teachers. This wasn’t
enough for the BC Teachers’ Federation
(BCTF) and the government eventually
legislated a 7% pay increase over three years
which is a cumulative $50 million annual
increase ($50 million in year one, $100 million
in year two and $150 million in year three),
totalling $300 million.

However, the government reneged on the
promised funding and gave the school districts
only $50 million, the first year (2001/02) wage
lift. Over three years, this left the districts on the
hook for $250 million through the end of the
2003/04 school year, after which school
districts have a continuing increased expense of
$150 million for teacher salaries alone. 

In addition, there were other cost increases
during the first three years of Liberal
governance. The cost of benefits, for all
employees not just teachers, rose by $106
million. CUPE employees received a $21
million raise and inflation (e.g. gas price
increases) ate up $8 million a year for three
years. All of this adds up to $400 million
beyond their funding which the districts had to

fork out between 2001 and 2004. The ongoing
effect of this, beginning in the 2004/05 school
year, is an annual shortfall of $264 million.

$100 Million Short
Recently the government announced a
provincial increase in grants of $150 million
beginning in the 2005/06 school year ($20
million of this had already been announced, so
only $130 million is new money). A coincidence
that it’s the same amount as the ongoing cost of
the teacher raise? Perhaps. However, it’s more
than a $100 million short of what’s needed
(remember the government legislated the
teachers’ $300 million salary increase and then
gave school districts only $50 million). Nor did
the government give anything to the districts to
pay for their additional benefit expenses. The
school districts are not responsible for either
the teacher raise or the increase in benefit cost.
These were and are decided by others.

So, in a nutshell, the government forced the
school districts to take $400 million out of
classrooms for the first three years, and will
continue to underfund them to the tune of $114
million a year ($264 million minus $150
million) plus any future cost increases.

Nor does future funding look any healthier
for public education. The Ministry of Education
2005/08 Service Plan shows public school
districts are slated to receive a 5% increase in
funding over the next three years; this amounts
to little more than inflationary cost increases.
In this same period, private schools will receive
a 19% increase! In my opinion, this illustrates
the Liberals’ indifference to public schooling.

Since the only real source of money for school
districts in BC is the grant they receive from the
government, they had to take money from the
classrooms to pay for the shortfall. Therefore
school districts are being forced to implement a
variety of measures such as laying off teachers,
closing schools, implementing four-day weeks
(three districts), increasing class sizes and
generally reducing programs and services to
students. Yes, a portion of this is due to declining
enrollment, but most of the classroom cuts are
due to government underfunding.

To put this another way, fewer students
means fewer teachers, but this shouldn’t be
confused with money being taken out of the
classrooms to pay for increases in expenses.
Unfortunately, all governments try to hoodwink
people by saying how much they’re increasing
student grants, but never mention that increases
in expenses outstrip those grants.

There is another factor governing small
districts such as our School District #64—the
Liberals’ lack of concern for small districts. This
government’s indifference to small rural areas
was limned in sharp relief when it made the
decision to change the Unique Geographic
Factors component (a special grant) of the
Funding Allocation System. This grant is
designed to assist unique and remote districts
achieve some of the savings available to large
urban districts which can make economies of
scale. The Ministry of Education redistributed
money from the largest and smallest districts to
the middle-sized districts. The government
then, cynically in my opinion, exempted the six
largest districts in the province from this change
(five of which are in the Lower Mainland—a
Liberal stronghold) while making sure the
smallest districts paid more than their share.

This has led to funding anomalies where
urban districts such as West Vancouver and
New Westminster have seen their allocations
rise, while small rural districts such as the Gulf
Islands and Revelstoke have seen theirs decline
by similar dollar amounts. All in the name of
evening out Unique Geographic Factors. What’s
geographically unique about these big districts?
We have five Island communities, that’s unique,
and Revelstoke is remote. Neither West

SCHOOL FUNDING, please turn to page 11
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Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better

from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands

Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

604•273•1811  1•800•665•4541
BC Reg 3231-4

Serving British Columbians for 35 years
Cruises • Package Tours • Flights • Hotels • Air 

Book online or call us & start Travel Savings Today:

www.
Times Square Travel Ltd. since 1969

GULF ISLAND WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

Well Water • Rain Water • Surface Water
• Davnor BioSand Filters
• Reverse Osmosis
• Trojan Ultraviolet Systems
• Whole-House Filters

REMOVE:
Iron / Odour / Bacteria / Hardness / Arsenic

320 Mary Street, Victoria                   (250) 383-4558

www.watertiger.net
A Division of Pro Star Mechanical Technologies Ltd

IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

Please send your 2005
Voluntary Subscription 

If you are receiving Island Tides in your Island
mailbox or if you pick it up from one of our 70 free

boxes across the Gulf of Georgia, Victoria  or
Nanaimo, you can show your support and

appreciation by sending a voluntary subscription of 
($20 + $1.40gst = $21.40) to: 

Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0

Thank You!
A heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those of you

who have sent in subscriptions. And keep
those lovely letters coming. We paste

them all in our scrapbooks!

Great Bear Rainforest Ecology ~ Mike Logan

Wild Salmon Crisis in The Great Bear 

F
rom the depths of the Pacific Ocean salmon fight their
way up freshwater rivers, sniffing out their place of birth
with extraordinary accuracy, overcoming any obstacle to

reach the home they know. After
battling nature and man for weeks, the
sockeye, coho, chum and chinook
spawn quickly, then perish from utter
exhaustion. This miracle repeats itself
millions of times annually throughout
the Pacific Northwest. 

The Great Bear Rainforest’s grizzly
and black bears feed on salmon
returning to natal streams. They
typically only eat half the fish, each
leaving 1,600 kilograms of salmon on
the forest floor every year. Here the
salmon’s true purpose becomes evident;
the carcass provides a meal to hundreds
of different animals—from eagles to
foxes, wrens to insects. What’s more,
the marine-based nitrogen in the fish,
an essential component of the rainforest
ecosystem, seeps into the surrounding
flora—devil’s club, cedar, hemlock and
so forth—nurturing growth. The
salmon, in its many forms, literally feeds
the Great Bear Rainforest.

Where are the Fish?
This equilibrium established by nature
has long since been unbalanced. The salmon populations across
the Pacific Northwest have dropped staggeringly since the
1900s; about 250 salmon species are now extinct throughout the
region and the trend is continuing. 

At Rivers Inlet, in the heart of the Great Bear Rainforest,
there were 3500 returning spawning sockeye in 1999, a mere
1/1000th of the earlier levels. As a result, thirteen starving

grizzly bears were shot when they wandered into the local village
of Oweekeeno. Though the exact cause of this drastic decline is
still being investigated by Victoria-based Raincoast

Conservation Society and other
members of a recovery team, human
exploitation is the prime suspect.

Nicola Temple, Wild Salmon
Program Coordinator at Raincoast,
says the greatest threats to wild
salmon populations in the Great Bear
are ‘loss of habitat’ and ‘overfishing.’
Raincoast recently discovered salmon
present in 75 streams in Heiltsuk
territory (near Ocean Falls) that the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
(DFO) hadn’t documented. ‘Huge
sections of the coast are literally
ignored by the DFO,’ Temple said,
pointing out that the new Coast Land
Use Management Plans leave between
75-88% of salmon streams
unprotected, and allow clearcut
logging and mining to continue
unabated in watersheds, further
damaging chances of successful
spawning.

Overfishing, particularly by
commercial mixed-stock fisheries, has
long been a source of decline for BC

salmon populations. The Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY)
governs allowable catch by economic rather than ecological
considerations. ‘It’s a disastrous model for trying to determine
how many fish to extract from our oceans,’ says Temple, ‘it
dictates extraction rates much too high.’ Current extraction rates

SALMON, please turn to page 9

Terminator Seed
Dear Editor:
The Certified Organic Association conference I attended in
Sidney really hit home about this right to save seeds issue.

For those who do not float around the food safety circles, or
for those not familiar with gardening or farming on any scale,
these terminator seeds—and other seeds from the GURTS
family (Genetic Use Restriction Technology Seeds)—planned for
field use very soon are the most incredibly terrifying things.

Terminator seeds, which bio-tech companies have been
trying to force onto agri-business, not only contain all the
genetically altered things we are already questioning, they also
contain a gene (protein) that will terminate seeds growing on
non-terminator crops. Any cross-over contamination into non-
terminator fields will be disastrous to those farmers who have
specialty crops, organic crops, seeds that have been cultivated by
families over generations and hundreds of years that already
ensure good yields and diverse, quality products. Once these are
killed off, then all we will have are the terminator seeds and bio-
tech companies will have total control over all our food supply.

The premise is simple—if you can’t make people plant the
seeds we want to sell you, we’ll create a seed that will kill your
seed so you have no choice. 

Seeds that kill seeds…It’s one thing to imagine that your
tomatoes will not sprout in your backyard after the seeds are
killed off by terminator pollen floating in. Imagine the fear of this
for the people in India, for example, where seed saving, breeding
and planting has been occurring within families and
communities for thousands of years. All that could be totally
wiped out in one season. The horror, the horror…

Tracy Susheski, Vancouver
Ed’s Note: more info at www.seedsanctuary.com

Rural Uprising
Dear Editor:
Each rural community in British Columbia could be considered
an endangered habitat, a habitat that is fast disappearing. The
uniqueness, diversity and distinctive character of our rural places
and people are under serious threat. The key to rural survival is
government recognition of the value of these qualities.

Rural qualities include local produce and the enterprise of
people other than those who cater to tourists—a point largely
ignored by this provincial government and their supporting
chambers of business. Together they are so intent on selling
supernatural British Columbia to the world that they may soon
be wondering where rural went and find they have nothing left
to sell.

Any rural place in the province today could soon become a
destination resort for affluent crowds with money to spend on
outdoor experiences. Any location with a deep harbour and
nearby shopping malls could become a cruise ship port—a safe
harbour for gargantuan floating cities that flush their tanks of

untreated sewage directly into the sea. Even aboriginal ancestral
lands, sacred places, may soon boast upscale condos and villas
for skiers and hikers, rather than settled land claims and
sustainable future for the true owners of those rural lands.

Without doubt rural British Columbians are intimate with
the land yet we are reluctant to call ourselves environmentalists.
Many of us have viewed the environmental movement as a
hostile takeover of our territory. And who could fault us for
feeling this way? The truth is: our rural communities are being
besieged by urban entrepreneurs and intellectuals with agendas
that conflict with conservation of rural environments and people
sustained by them.

On one hand, we have those who move in thinking our
communities are ripe for development and progress. These folks
think their mission is to put rural places on the map and teach
us rubes how to make big bucks by subdividing and inviting
more folks in to enjoy the rural lifestyle. On the other, we have
those who move in thinking their special mission is to save the
natural environment and the wildlife—by giving the locals and
the lifestyles that sustain them the boot.

The rustic bucolic image is far from the reality of rural life in
British Columbia today. The impact of change is growing
exponentially as large populations shift away from cities and
leave their indelible marks on rural places. Like it or not, we are
also coping with ever increasing numbers of vacationers who
come and go leaving their fresh money and promises behind—
promises to recommend our rural places to all their friends.

Without doubt environmental degradation is reshaping the
rural landscape and people’s connection to the land. But we
would be lying to and marginalizing ourselves if we didn’t
confess that in one sense BC’s rural folks are environmentalists.
We love the places we live in and want them to remain rural. We
know increased density equals rural extinction. And although we
expect our government to help us conserve what’s special about
where we live, the powers that be in Victoria are intent on
advertising that all of BC is open for business.

The time has come to take our place in the environmental
movement and to change the provincial government’s
perception of what ‘rural’ is. The time has come for rural people
to rise up and make preservation and protection of rural places
a provincial election issue.

Valerie Houle, Gabriola Island

Our Only Means of Support?
Dear Editor:
Barrie Innes is so right about vacation rentals using more water
than a regular residence. And he is right that people who come
into the neighbourhood for a night, two or seven do not lend to
the sense of community. And he is are right that these ‘city folk
who like to let the tap run’ (as you judgmentally call them) also
increase vehicular traffic. And yes, right too, that STVRs might

LETTERS, please turn to facing page
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‘What’s On?’ Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands
Only $26.75! • With photo just $32.10   
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LANCE VAESEN ROOFING
1184 SUMMIT AVE, VICTORIA

SSTTAANNDDIINNGG SSEEAAMM MMEETTAALL RROOOOFFIINNGG
FFOO RR WWAATTEERR CCOOLLLLEECCTT IIOONN SSYYSSTTEEMMSS

ALSO
TORCH-ON MEMBRANE, SHAKE & SHINGLE

250-381-2157    CELL 250-361-5028 
FAX 250-383-2198

Serving the Gulf Islands for 21 Years

Going Somewhere?
whittome’s travel

60 Station Street, Duncan

1-800-434-0566
travel.whittome@shawcable.com

Fris & Sats, March 11 & 12, 18 & 19
Sewing and Crafts Show—over 70 seminars, exhibits,
demonstrations, celebrity speakers, prizes, stage show, shop-till-
you-drop • 11th & 12th: Victoria Conference Centre, 18th &
19th: Tradex, Abbotsford • 9am–6pm daily • Each show: 2-day
pass, $10 • Info: www.sewingandcraftsshow.com or 1-888-245-
6777  • IN VICTORIA & ABBOTSFORD

Fri, Sat & Sun March 18, 19 & 20
Rock & Gem Show 2005—15 retail dealers from Alberta
& BC; gold panning; gem cutters at work; rock polishing;
silver smithing; 0pal cutting; special activities for children
and much more! • Leonardo Da Vinci Centre, 195 Bay Street
• Fri 1–9pm, Sat 10am–6pm, Sun 10am–4:30pm • Tickets:
Adults $4, Seniors/Students $3, family (4) $8 • Info:
www.islandnet.com/~VLM • IN VICTORIA

Fri, Sat & Sun, Mar 18, 19 & 20  
St. Paddy’s Burweed Bashing Talk and Parties—join the
Friends of Salt Spring Parks at the lecture and one of the bashing
parties • FRI: ‘Impact of Invasive Species on Our Ecosystems,’
talk by Adolf Ceska plus Burweed Bashing panel discussion with
experts, Beaver Point Hall, 7pm, by donation ($5 suggested); SAT
& SUN: Burweed Bashing party, Ruckle Park, 10am–4pm • Info:
250-537-2158 • ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Friday, March 18
Krayenhoff Memorial Bridge Lunch—enjoy lunch and a fun
bridge tournament, potted plant door prize, all proceeds to Gulf
Islands Planned Parenthood • Fulford Hall • Noon • Admission:
$20 • Info: Jean Elder 250-537-0897 • ON SALT SPRING
ISLAND

Saturday, March 19
Satellite Short Film Festival—
featuring documentary, animation, drama,
comedy and family films • Beaver Point
Community Hall • Family Matinee 2:30pm,
BC Filmmakers 7:00pm, International
Films 8:30pm • Tickets at the door: Matinee
$1/per child & $5/per adult, Evening Programs
$6/$10 double bill • Info: Cineworks Independent Filmmakers
Society, 604-685-3841, info@cineworks.ca, www.cineworks.ca •
ON SALT SPRING ISLAND

Saturday, March 19
Global Day of Action—rally and march on 2nd anniversary of
war on Iraq; rally with Dahr Jamail, journalist working in Iraq,
and Walden Bello from Focus on Global South; families
encouraged to attend, balloons and other entertainment on site •
MARCH: Seaforth Peach Flame Park on south end of Burrard
Bridge, 11:30am; RALLY: Sunset Beach (Beach Avenue at Bute),
1pm • Info: www.StopWar.ca or contact@stopwar.ca • IN
VANCOUVER

Sat, March 19 to Sun, April 3
Spring Break Fun Swims—join the fun swims at
Commonwealth Pool; extra fun swims 1–4pm daily; special games
and activities; waves, waterslide, pirate ship, toddler pool,
swirlpool, family changerooms, steam, sauna, length swimming •
Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive (right off Pat
Bay at Royal Oak exit) • Info: 24-hour Swim Info-line, 250-727-
7620 • IN VICTORIA 

Thursday, March 24
Spring Break Storytime—with a perennial favourite: Patrick
Smith, musician and storyteller; all welcome, kids should bring an
adult lap to sit on • Pender Public Library • 2pm • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Fri & Sat, March 25 & 26
Mae Moore and Lester Quitzau
Concerts • Pender Islands Community
Hall •  8pm • Tickets: $15 in advance,
available at Talisman Books, Southridge
and That Little Coffee Shop  or $20 at
the door • Info: www.maemoore.com
and www.lesterq.com • ON PENDER
ISLAND

Saturday, March 26
Just Dance and Karmically Yours Present
Vibrations of Love—it’s time to sing and
swing and boogie down with DJ’s Atef, G. Force
and Lady Ra • South Community Hall • 8pm •
Tickets: $10/door • Info and barter pass: 250-
539-2172 • ON GALIANO ISLAND

Advertise Your Event  in ‘What’s On?’- $26.75  or  $32.10  w/ pic

make from $500 to $1800 a week, which is a lot of money for
someone else. 

But his argument clearly suggests we abolish all forms of
accommodation in residential neighbourhoods, including B&Bs.
Following his logic, B&Bs are a worse culprit than vacation
rentals (VRs). 

Fearful of who’s next door? Consider that B&Bs don’t know
their clientele at all. A credit card, and you are in! At least with
VRs, there is a damage deposit, advance booking and the
clientele is high-end. And studies show B&Bs use 2.5 times more
water than regular residents. They have to wash sheets and
linens daily whereas in a VR, wash is done once a week. And
B&Bs will provide far more vehicular traffic with different guests
nightly than one family staying in a house for a week's duration.
And if full nightly, a B&B will make far more money than a
vacation rental, but the last time I checked, what income an
individual makes is nobody else’s business.

So what he is really saying is that B&Bs should be abolished.
But really the heart of what he is are suggesting is that tourism
conflicts with the rural, peaceful way of life. Yes, I think he is
right on that one, too. It does. So, do we abolish tourism? 

Unfortunately, tourism is here to stay and as Stats BC and
Tourism BC suggest, tourism is the main revenue source that
sustains economies on several of the Gulf Islands. 

So he have to make a decision. Does he want to manage
tourism and all its ills, but also flows of capital, thereby allowing
neighbours and brethren to make a living on Gabriola, or would
he prefer to live in a rural, peaceful setting without B&Bs and
vacation rentals, but be totally impoverished? Closing vacation
rentals will not solve issues; licensing and limiting B&Bs and
VRs will create revenue for the area and sustain the economy
while properly managing the flow of tourism. 

The Islands Trust mandate is to protect and preserve for all
British Columbians, not just residents of the islands. The Islands
Trust knows it has to provide for tourists such that they can enjoy
our islands, too. So the answer is to ‘embrace’ tourists—but in a
managed and programmed way. Limit and license B&Bs and VRs
and if you want, put a moratorium on any additional zoning of
commercial accommodation—such as hotels and resorts. By
managing the accommodation units, you manage tourism levels.

Dave Duckworth, Salt Spring Island

No Missiles Overhead
Dear Editor:
Dubya’s hired help and war-monger’s representative in Canada
has made it perfectly clear. Paul Cellucci, the American
ambassador, has declared that it does not matter what
Canadians do or think, the USA will fire armed missiles over our
native land whenever they feel the urge.

It’s a case of defending North America against the heathen,
unwashed terrorists of the world and regardless of our distaste
for tons of exploding projectiles travelling at mach 3 over our

country, the Americans will ignore our concerns.
I have to wonder what would happen if the US were to

suddenly do the same thing over China, maybe the Chinese
officials would welcome American intervention (again) and
watch with joy and appreciation as missiles fly above them.
Considering the US military’s inability to successfully fire these
projectiles with any degree of reliability, we could witness first
hand America’s ineptness and willingness to spread death and
ignorance at other people’s expense.

Any hostile act using Canada as a shield is wrong and goes
against the will of our people we should immediately demand
the removal of the American ambassador from our soil.

What are we supposed to be defending ourselves against?
The only foreign troops ever to fire on Canada have been the
Americans and they lost, some say because of the confusion with
the French-only road signs, while others say we bored them to
death with our politeness—irregardless, they left!

Everything the US is accusing others of doing, they’ve already
done. Weapons of mass destruction? How about Hiroshima and
Nagasaki? They currently and have historically used bases in
numerous nations to launch attacks against other sovereign
nations and have been publicly condemned for their use of
torture. Abuse, enslavement, ignorance and violence are still a
staple of American culture, which they willingly export.

Canada has wisely stayed clear of American follies of late and
should dig a trench of distrust, disgust and dissatisfaction
distancing ourselves from our neighbour’s shameful
international behaviour. As for Cellucci—Yankee go home!

Robert Saint Amour, at sea in the Strait of Georgia

Certified Organic Association
Dear Editor:
As you may know, Varalaya is a small certified organic agro-
forestry farm on Mayne Island. We have facilitated international
fair trade; community-based economic development, and
cross-cultural education for over 25 years. We’re profiled in this
year’s Organic Farming Calendar and you can visit us at
www.varalaya.ca.

We worked long and hard to bring Dr Humberto Rios
Labrada as the keynote speaker at the Certified Organic
Associations’ AGM and Conference, which was held this
February in Sidney.

This month, in conjunction with Coast Islands Conservancy,
we are following up with an educational tour to Cuba that
focusses on sustainable ecological agriculture and economic
development. In Canada, we are beginning to see many
problems that Cuba has already dealt with for decades because
of a cruel economic blockade maintained around that island
nation for 45 years by our southern neighbour.

Canadians could do well to learn how Cubans deal with
food security, sudden lack of resources, aggressive trade policies,

LETTERS from previous page
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OCP from page 1
Estates. In addition, 220 lots can be provided by subdivision.
Em Round congratulated Kojima for the ‘top class community
profile’ he had compiled.

Tourism and visitors, a major impact on the Island’s
summer life, are difficult areas to quantify. Parks Canada, who
now has a substantial stake in the Island, will be collecting
visitor data this summer.

An important new message to community members,
repeated over and over again, was that the Local Trust
Committee has a range of ‘tools’ available to guide or curb
development—the community can control its destiny. These
measures when in place in the OCP can also be used to encourage
the community’s vision for the future—with the caveat that all
directives in an OCP impose the burden of implementation. The
community must be careful what it wishes for. 

The major forums for the OCP Review will be 10+ focus
groups dealing with topics such as commercial accommodation,
proof of potable water, parkland and trails acquisition, housing,
home industries and agriculture and transportation. Each focus
group has a convener and is open to participation by all
community members at meetings or by email, phone, etc.
Meetings dates and times will be publicized. ‘Density Transfer &
Amenity Zoning’ convener Ted Johnson said that his job was to
gather information from the community for the trustees; the
larger the participation the more value it had.

The four-hour OCP Review kick-off meeting was rounded
out by audience suggestions and questions on the process. The
mood at the exit door was buoyant and lively. 0

People are recognized and awarded for many things—academics
and writing, music and acting, sports and athletics—but we
don’t hear enough about our local environmental heroes. These
people inspire us to reflect upon our lives and make changes, big
and small, for the greater good of the environment. They know
what needs to be done and they do it. 

Earth Day Canada, a not-for-profit environmental
organization, doesn’t want to let these people go unnoticed.
Their Hometown Heroes Award Program recognizes and
celebrates the efforts and achievements of Canadians who make
significant environmental contributions in their communities.

They’re hoping you’ll help them by nominating your local
environmental hero for the 2005 award by sending in an
application. Applications are available at www.earthday.ca and
should be sent no later than Earth Day, April 22, 2005. The
2005 winner will be honoured at a Gala dinner in Toronto on
June 2, 2005. 

Salt Spring Islander a Finalist
Last year, Glynis Logue of Guelph, Ontario won the award for
ten years of leadership and commitment to wildlife habitat
preservation and restoration, community environmental
improvements, and community garden projects. 

Earth Day Canada also chose nine distinguished finalists in
2004, including Tom Gossett of Salt Spring Island. Nearly 25
years ago, Gossett founded the Salt Spring Island Water
Preservation Society, the Island’s first environmental group. His
work has left a legacy of protected forested watersheds and
drinking water sources, lakes free of water-ski boats, and
restrained residential development on watershed lands.

Over 30 Years of Earth Day
Earth Day Canada’s website offers a lot of resources and
information, including an interesting history of Earth Day. First
launched as an environmental awareness event in the United
States in 1970, Earth Day (April 22) is celebrated as the birth of
the environmental movement.

The first Earth Day, spearheaded by Wisconsin Governor
Gaylord Nelson and Harvard University student Denis Hayes,
involved 20 million participants in teach-ins that addressed
decades of environmental pollution. The event inspired the US
Congress to pass clean air and water acts, and establish the
Environmental Protection Agency to research and monitor
environmental issues and enforce environmental laws.

In 1990, two million Canadians joined 200 million people in
141 nations in celebrating the first International Earth Day. In
many countries, the global event pressured heads of state to take
part in the UN Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro to address issues
such as climate change and worldwide loss of species.

In Canada, Earth Day has grown into Earth Week and even
Earth Month to accommodate the profusion of events and
projects. They range from large public events, such as Victoria’s
Earth Walk (5,000 participants), Edmonton’s Earth Day
Festival at Hawrelak Park (30,000 participants), and Oakville,
Ontario’s Waterways Clean-up (2,000 participants) to the
thousands of small, private events staged by schools, and
employee and community groups.

Watch upcoming issues of Island Tides for local events in
your community—the Pender Island Community Hall is hosting
an event during the Farmer’s Market and there are kids’ Earth
Day events on Salt Spring. 0

Nominate your local
Earth Day hero
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BECAUSE WE’RE 
ALL IN THIS TOGETHER.

RELIABLE POWER, AT LOW COST, FOR GENERATIONS.

BC Hydro’s purpose is to supply reliable power at low cost for generations to come. Meeting that challenge presents 

all of us with choices and requires us to make some important decisions, together. Through our Integrated Electricity

Planning process, we’re developing options to meet the province’s growing energy needs. With your involvement, 

this plan will ensure that the resources we inherited will be just as valuable to our children.

1511_J

WHAT BC HYDRO IS DOING 

TO ENSURE RELIABLE POWER
Our job is to deliver a non-stop supply of power. For our

customers, reliability means that their homes and businesses

are able to operate without interruptions by outages. So we’re

planning ahead to make sure enough power generation is

available in B.C. to meet all of the province’s energy needs.

To do that, we need to examine all of the generation

options available and to work with our customers to better

understand their reliability needs. We’re also targeting our

maintenance and investments on those parts of our system

that most need improvement.

WHAT BC HYDRO IS DOING 

TO ENSURE LOW-COST POWER
British Columbians enjoy the third-lowest electricity rates 

in North America. Our plan is to maintain that competitive

advantage, by promoting Power Smart as an important 

and cost-effective part of the solution. By buying energy

from independent producers through open and competitive

processes. By making the most of electricity trading

opportunities and constantly searching for better and 

more efficient ways of doing what we do.

WHAT BC HYDRO IS DOING TO ENSURE 

OUR LEGACY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
At BC Hydro, our long-term goal is to ensure that we

minimize our impact on the environment. For example, 

we have low greenhouse gas emissions. We have made 

a commitment to meet half of B.C.’s new energy needs

through clean generation sources. We work constructively

with communities on water use and other conservation

plans. Our Power Smart conservation initiative leads the

world in promoting reduced consumption. Naturally, we 

can do even more. And we intend to.

RELIABLE POWER 

THE CHOICES WE FACE TOGETHER
We believe that B.C. should be energy self-sufficient and 

that our plan to invest in greater reliability is a good one.

Demand for electricity continues to grow at roughly 2%

every year. To be energy self-sufficient and to meet our

rising demand, we have to make some choices and

decisions together. We’d like to hear your thoughts.

LOW-COST POWER 

THE CHOICES WE FACE TOGETHER
We need to decide together what type of energy we want 

to use to generate electricity. New energy resources can

take a long time to become operational – 8 to 10 years 

is not uncommon. Sometimes it’s hard to anticipate all of 

the costs associated with 50-year investments, especially

environmental costs. Are we prepared to invest in more

expensive clean generation today to avoid other costs

tomorrow? What generating resources are we willing 

to accept in our communities? 

OUR ENERGY FUTURE 

THE CHOICES WE FACE TOGETHER
Another long-term goal we’ve set is to encourage a

significant and permanent reduction in the amount of

electricity consumed in B.C. We know we can all consume

less. Yet a typical B.C. home today uses about 6% more

electricity than in 1995. If we all reduced our consumption

by 20% it would reduce the need for new generation

sources and make a huge contribution to protecting our

environment. Is that a change we’re all prepared to make?

To find out more about BC Hydro’s 2005 Integrated

Electricity Planning process, please visit our website. 

BC Hydro will also be hosting open houses throughout 

the province. Be sure to watch your local newspaper, 

or visit our website for details.
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LAND SURVEYING INC.
The Lord James 

#4 - 2227 James White Boulevard
Sidney, BC V8L 1Z5

PH: 250-656-5155          FX: 250-656-5175
LEGAL, ENGINEERING AND TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEYS,SUBDIVISION PLANNING

Start your dream. Contact us today.
1.866.466.3535  •  www.maplehomes.com

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

We offer so much more than a building package.
We deliver your dream at a very affordable price.

We provide:
• ideal designs for rural properties and other scenic lots 
• shell packages for primary residences, vacation homes and cottages  
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A shady spot in the Japanese Gardens at Dinner Bay Park, Mayne Island. To see the garden in full bloom, go to
www.islandtides.com, Photo Album, 2003, People & Places.

Celebrate St Paddy’s by
helping save BC’s rarest
clovers 
Looking for something different to do for St. Patrick’s Day? Help
save BC’s rarest native clovers and owl clovers from an invasive
plant species called Burweed. Carpet Burweed (Soliva sessilis)
has landed at Ruckle Provincial Park on Salt Spring Island and
Islanders are looking for help to stop the invasion.

On March 19 and 20, Burweed Blitzers will be at Ruckle Park
with their fingers amongst the clovers searching for the tiny
green alien plant. The burrs set by the plant later in the spring
are very sharp and get into hooves, paws and kid’s feet. It likes
lawns, golf courses, sheep pastures and roadsides and spreads
easily and quickly—from one plant to a few square yards to over
an acre in just a few years. The goal is to handpick the plant
now—before it gets  out of the park and out of control. If it
spreads it will play havoc  across Vancouver Island too.

Mickey McLeod of the Salt Spring Coffee Company has
offered a free coffee (100% certified organic, free trade and bird
friendly) for every empty coffee bag filled with Burweed.
Participants will also learn about some of the park’s endangered
species, (like the clover and Canada’s rarest plant Macoun’s
meadowfoam), and they will have a great day on the shoreline. 

This event is co-sponsored by the Saltspring Conservancy,
Friends of Saltspring Parks and the SS Salmon Enhancement
Society. For more information, see  What’s On?, page 5.0

Dr Philip Cook is Executive Director of the International
Institute for Child Rights and Development (IICRD) at the
Centre For Global Studies, University of Victoria. The
organization’s website is www.iicrd.org.

I
would like to give readers an account of my recent visit to
tsunami-torn villages in the Cuddalore District in Tamil
Nadu State, South of Madras in India.

The scale of the impact of the tsunami is hard to comprehend
until you actually see it. The physical destruction is mind-
numbing. As in most of Asia, three waves struck the beach after
the strange phenomena of the ocean actually receding much
further than is typical, leaving fish, coral and the bottom of the
sea totally bare. It was Sunday morning so families were relaxing
by the ocean, villagers told us that many women and children
went down to explore this strange occurrence. The first wave
arrived seconds after this, sweeping many people up the beach,
then out to sea as it receded. This was followed by an even bigger
wave, and then the largest of all, which peaked at about 25 feet
as it crested over the top of the sand ridge between the beach and
the communities that lie just below this ridge. 

Fishermen typically leave their 30-foot fibreglass outriggers
on the top of the beach, and these fishing boats were picked up
by the final wave and hurled against the top of the palm trees, or
brick houses just inside the palm line. You could see the tops of
these trees sheared off in many cases, and large dents from the
boats could still be seen 20 or so feet up the sides of the trees. The
boats themselves still lie smashed amongst the debris of homes
or, in some cases, are a kilometre or so inland. In most villages I
visited, the first 2 to 3 rows of houses were reduced to rubble,
those behind suffered extensive damage and even a kilometre
inland the watermark inside buildings was close to 2 metres off
the ground.

Most of the people killed were children and women (90%), as
they could not flee as quickly as the men. The local community
nurse also told us that tragically many of the women were
wearing Saris, and were caught up in the many thorn bushes as
they ran or were swept through the underbrush. There are
therefore quite a few single men now looking after their
remaining children, mourning the loss of their wives and children.

The people from the 20 villages in which we will be working
are mostly living in refugee centres, at least a mile back from the
ocean. It was very evident that people are still in a state of shock.

Two interconnected themes emerged from my assessment.
The first is that there is a huge need for psychosocial support
both for children and adults affected by the trauma of the
Tsunami, but particularly for children. The second is that there
is a real concern amongst surviving families that current
government decision-making regarding compensation for

fishermen’s boats, the mainstay of each community’s livelihood,
is slow and unclear regarding the long-term impact on
community economic sustainability. 

Parents speak of children being depressed, crying easily and
not sleeping well. In regards to children’s psychological trauma,
three key issues surfaced in the interviews I conducted. Many
children are still in a state of shock from the overwhelming
physical destruction caused by the Tsunami itself. While most
schools seemed to have avoided destruction due to their location
away from the ocean, houses near the sea were either destroyed
or severely damaged.

Children are grieving the loss of many loved ones, including
mothers, other key adults, siblings, and friends. This was evident
in the direct grief expressed in the one-on-one interviews with
children and family members. Both traditional and Western
health care professionals spoke of a dramatic increase in families
seeking health treatment for their children expressing physical
symptoms common to trauma (e.g. headaches, stomach and
chest pains, incontinence, sorrow).

Both children and adults indicated that they were fearful of the
sea. In the interviews, children often indicated their fear of
returning to the sea, and many adults often said that, ‘before the
Tsunami children saw the sea as their mother, now they see her as
a demon.’ In all communities visited, the beaches were
conspicuously empty of women and children, and in communities
where children used to walk along the coast to reach their school
they are now taking much longer routes through the forest, and
traveling in larger groups. Teachers who I spoke with also
reported high levels of student inattention, irritability and
disassociation from others. There also seemed to be some
indication of increased bullying of   more vulnerable children.

The relief efforts are now beginning to wind down (many of
them are lead by the Indian government which is keen to take
the lead in all relief and rebuilding activities), and the real
challenge is about to begin as communities struggle with the task
of regaining a sense of economic, social and psychological
normality in their lives. This is where we at the IICRD will be
working with ASSEFA and SAVE over at least the next 3 years,
focussing on the psychosocial dimensions of supporting
children’s recovery; training community nurses, teachers and
early childhood trainers in culturally appropriate children’s
counselling skills that will be delivered through local schools,
clinics and ECD centres. In addition we will be helping children
through artistic activities at the children’s clubs, or Balar Sabha
as they’re called.

Lastly, we will be addressing issues of collective, culturally
grounded healing through activities at the ‘Sea Breeze’’ youth

Tsunami Aftermath ~ Philip Cook

TSUNAMI, please turn to page 11

Simply the best 
…any way we package it

Tamlin Homes involves the OWNER at every stage 
of construction—from initial design, to materials 
selection, project budgeting and construction 
scheduling — all to exceed your expectations.

Our packages to ‘lock up’ are perfect for resort locations.

Tamlin International Homes Co. Ltd.

Precut 6x8 “D” Log
‘Hybrid’ Timber Frame

(604) 513-1190  www.tamlinhomes.com

Building a
Custom Home?

Our house
packages are
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Rick Mercer

On average, each Canadian produces five tonnes of 
greenhouse gases a year. Driving, heating and cooling our homes, 
using appliances . . . almost anything we do that uses fossil fuels for 
energy also creates greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. And these 
emissions are causing our climate to change. 

Take the One-Tonne Challenge – reduce your energy use and 
your GHG emissions by 20%, or one tonne. You’ll save money,
and help to protect our climate and our air quality.

Get your Guide to the One-Tonne Challenge.
Visit climatechange.gc.ca or call
1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232), TTY 1 800 465-7735.

Every Canadian loves 
a challenge, right?

Take action on climate change
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Palm
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Café: Open 7am–8pm daily, Early Bird Special $4.95 (7–9am weekdays) 
Pub: Open from Noon daily •      Liquor Store: Open from 10am daily

629-3493 • www.portbrowning.com • portbrowning@gulfislands.com

COME DOWN AND CHECK OUT
OUR GREAT DAILY SPECIALS
IN THE PUB AND THE CAFÉ!

PORT BROWNING MARINA, CAFE & PUB
From Salt Spring’s Coffee Company to Pender’s
Iona Farm goat cheese, the Gulf Islands are
home to many small-scale food processors. It’s
these processors that the Small Scale Food
Processor Association (SSFPA) is hoping will
join their ranks, as well as become part of the
their new Local Flavours Products and Services
Co-operative.

‘Local Flavours’ just finished touring
Duncan, Nanaimo, Salt Spring, Sidney and
Campbell River to get the word out. Created
near the end of 2004, Local Flavours is a shared
service co-op. Using the SSFPA’s market
research on the niche market for high-quality
regional food, the co-op is working to create an
infrastructure that increases the viability of
small-scale agriculture and food and beverage
processing. The Local Flavours co-op will help
with marketing, ensure products meet food
safety regulations and provide medical and
dental benefits to members.

Created in 2001, the SSFPA grew from

visioning sessions held with over 600 small-scale
food producers and processors across BC in the
late 1990s. Many participants were growers
adding value to food by a variety of means—
organic production, pesticide-free methods,
integrated pest management, etc. They were also
experimenting with community-shared
agriculture, farmers’ markets, farm gate sales,
agricultural tourism, as well as entering into
wholesale and retail sales. There was a desire to
build capacity to add value to agricultural
products but there were common barriers to
developing commercial volume sales. 

So if you’ve got a brilliant idea, you’ve been
making something special for years, or you just
love local food, the SSFPA is hoping you’ll get
involved. They welcome any interested party,
whether they are a food processor or a
supporter of creating a healthy regional food
market. More information on the SSFPA and
the Local Flavours co-op is available at
www.ssfpa.net.0

Local Flavours co-op launched

E
ducation week is a time to celebrate the
successes of our students and the efforts
of parents, teachers, support staff,

administrators and trustees to maintain one of
the best education systems on earth. Pressures
on the education budget here in the Gulf
Islands School District during the last three
years make the successes all the more
impressive. But how much more pressure can
our system take? 

In our community we know just how
politicized the state of public education has
become and the 4-day school week is the most
glaring and divisive result of gradual
underfunding. Very difficult choices had to be
made by our trustees last year—lose programs
and teachers or going to school 4 days a week. 

What is particularly poignant about this
dilemma is that it was driven by the bottom line
and not by educational needs. The government
in Victoria set the rules for boards to follow:
balance the books or be fired. The latter choice
would mean we would lose all local school
governance and we don’t want to go there.
Although this is the visible price tag we have
had to pay, my viewpoint is that there are many
more subtle dangers to our precious system
and we need to look at the big picture and cast
our ballots wisely on May 17.

In a speech given by John Ralston Saul at a
teachers' convention a few years ago, he said
that ‘Canadian democracy is the product of our
poverty.’ That is, the conditions out of which
Canada born are those which forced a country
of poor farmers and workers to create the
structures that would improve conditions for

their children. We cannot have democracy
without public education and the strength of
our democracy is dependent on the strength of
our schools. 

For those of us born after World War II, we
know just how powerful a social equalizer our
schools were and continue to be. Many of us
born into poverty were given the vision and the
tools to do something with our lives. We have
not eliminated poverty from our midst and
therefore we have a huge responsibility to
safeguard our school systems so they can
continue to help lift children out of conditions
of misery. 

This we must continue to do whether or not
we have children in the school system. It is a
sacred trust handed down from generation to
generation and it is in all our interests to make
sure that education does not simply become a
question of balancing books and bottom lines.

Those who pay close attention to the stormy
series of events plaguing education over the
past three years will be aware of the cavalier
actions taken by our government against
schools and teachers. When I first arrived on
Salt Spring three-and-a-half years ago, I felt
fortunate to move to a province with the most
progressive teaching/learning conditions in
Canada outside of Quebec. And these class size
provisions were in the teachers’ collective
agreements! 

Within 6 months of my arrival, the newly
elected Campbell government proceeded to
pass legislation to strip teachers’ legally

Celebrate Education but Fight to
Protect It ~ Carol Arnold

EDUCATION, please turn to page 10
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can range from 65-90%, and have already collapsed coho stocks
on the West Coast of Vancouver Island.

Temple recommends adopting a ‘new model that
incorporates ecosystem needs and the needs of predators’, noting
that in natural ecosystems, a predator rarely consumes more than
5% of a given population. With prices down $2.51 since 1989,
fisheries now have to triple their catch to equal profits earned 15
years ago. Small populations suffer from this mixed-stock fishing.
‘Removing a few thousand sockeye from a small run … eliminates
a huge section of genetic diversity,’ says Temple. 

DFO Mismanagement
The irony here is that the DFO’s management techniques
parallel the decline: 70% of runs in the Great Bear Rainforest
have no information on returning stocks, and DFO monitoring
of salmon streams, down 47%, reach only 7% of streams in the
Great Bear. 

Now DFO is trying to broaden management further by
introducing Conservation Units (CUs) in place of fish stock
management. The problem is, according to Temple, estimates
by DFO are falling far short of actual population numbers.
Sockeye, for instance, have been given 100 CUs throughout BC,
though DFO has information on 50 different populations of
sockeye in Heiltsuk territory alone. 

At a recent conference, the DFO minister announced plans
to sacrifice the already unacceptably low number of CUs in the
event of high costs. The BC Aboriginal Fishermen and the
Marine Conservation Caucus (including Raincoast’s Temple)
walked out in protest. 

Saving the Great Bear’s Lifeblood
Further recommendations from Temple include phasing out
hatcheries and mixed-stock fisheries, and increasing watershed
monitoring, management and protection. Another agency, the
Pacific Fisheries Resource Conservation Council recommends
deferring ‘all new logging … on the central coast’ to protect
endangered salmon runs.

There is still hope for the wild salmon of the Great Bear, but
action is necessary. This keystone species directly supports over
140 other living beings—from grizzly bears to huckleberries—
and ensures this unique ecosystem continues to flourish. The
salmon faces many other threats including thermal and
industrial pollution, and, now, aquaculture. 

How does farming salmon in captivity threaten the Great
Bear’s wild salmon population? See the next edition of Island
Tides for some answers!

The Great Bear Rainforest encompasses 7 million hectares
and, as the largest intact network of temperate rainforest on
the planet, comprises 25% of Earth’s temperate rainforest. For
more information on threats to the Great Bear Rainforest, visit
www.islandtides.com and read the article on page 1, of the
February 24 edition of ‘Island Tides’. Resources for this article
include ‘The Last Great Sea’ by Terry Glavin and Raincoast
Conservation Society, www.raincoast.org.0

SALMON from page 4

Seeds of Promise—Seeds of Change ~ Derek Masselink
‘To be of the Earth is to know the restlessness of being a seed’ –John Soos

F
or the past two months my wife and I have spent hours
pouring over a stack of seed catalogues; each so filled with
promise that it is all we can do to stop from spending all of

our precious savings. In order to avoid trading in our proverbial
cow, each winter we carefully review our rather large seed
collection and our scattered and scratched field notes from the
summer previous in an effort to determine the seeds that did
well and grew into large and tasty crops. But in spite of our
efforts to focus on production and outcome we invariably are
drawn by the rich diversity, hope and beauty of new seeds. And
so our seed collection continues to grow. 

Our garden also benefits from—and it is hard for me to admit
this—our obsession with seeds. These benefits are generally not
in the form of increased agronomic efficiencies or production
quantities. The increased diversity from our seed purchases and
seed savings results in a garden that is not only more inclined
toward ecological health but I like to think it is more pleasing in
general—to the eye, taste and mind. 

In the hope of further enhancing this pleasure we recently
have been prompted to take more of an interest in flowers. For
much of our gardening life together Michelle and I have had a
tendency to limit the amount of garden space we give to flowers
and aesthetically inclined plants, choosing to devote more of our
energies and garden space to the growing of ‘useful,’ productive
plants. However, this year in an effort to better cope with the
effects of poor soils, egged on by a beautiful cut flower how-to
book from England, we have decided to devote more space to
flowers. In the process we have been exposed to the biological
benefits, amazing beauty, and rich diversity promised by the
inclusion of flowers. 

Diversity—the spice of life—is much more than a zippy taste,
it is the embodiment of health and of life itself. Ecologically,
diversity ensures survival. ‘Biological diversity is the key to the
maintenance of the world as we know it,’ states noted biologist
E.O. Wilson. He goes on to suggest that the richest and often
most stable, healthy and therefore sustainable ecosystems are
generally extremely biologically and genetically diverse. It is this
diversity that allows life to sustain itself in the face of challenges
ranging from climate change to pest attacks. And it is this
inherent capacity for diversity that we as a species respond to
when we save and select seeds.

Every year since 1989, in February and early March
Canadian gardeners and farmers gather to buy and exchange
seeds at events known as Seedy Saturdays. Their popularity has
grown tremendously since their humble beginnings at the
VanDusen Gardens in Vancouver. 

While most of our seed needs are met through our own
saving and catalogue purchases, each year we too travel to the
nearest Seedy Saturday to check out the seed collections and
offerings but mostly to reconnect with fellow seed-savers and
growers—people who share our passion for and commitment to
seeds and their continued diversity. 

Gardeners and farmers have chosen an incredibly rich and
diverse palette with which to work. Of the 250,000—300,000
estimated species of plants known on earth today, 10,000—
50,000 species are thought to be edible. Humans have cultivated
approximately 7,000 of these for food. For the past 10,000 years

SEEDS, please turn to page 11

Journalists, activists,
families and politicians
will march for peace 
On Saturday, March 19, the second anniversary of the US-led
invasion of Iraq, people will once again demonstrate their
opposition to George W Bush’s war and occupation at a
Vancouver march and rally. Last year it was the largest peace
demonstration in Canada and Dr Noam Chomsky spoke to the
20,000 participants

Organized by StopWar.ca, Vancouver’s broad-based anti-
war coalition, the march will build on Vancouver’s strong
tradition of peace activism—the demonstration will follow the
same route (over the Burrard Street bridge) of the massive peace
walks of the 1980s . A number of city councillors and other local
politicians are expected to once again join the march. 

There will be three high-profile speakers, including
independent journalist Dahr Jamail, who is currently working in
occupied Iraq and providing invaluable first-hand accounts of
the civilian toll that the war is continuing to take. 

Walden Bello, an author and well-known anti-globalization
and anti-war activist, and the 2003 winner of the Alternative
Nobel Prize, will also speak at the rally. Bello, the director of
Focus on the Global South, has been a leader in developing the
annual World Social Forum, as well advocating for a broad,
global peace movement that challenges the US Empire. 

Finally, Father Cortina, a Jesuit priest from El Salvador who

PEACE MARCH, please turn to page 10
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LAND ACT:
NOTICE OF INTENTION

TO APPLY FOR A
DISPOSITION OF 

CROWN LAND
Take notice that Craig

Jordan-Knox of Surrey, BC
intends to make application to
Land and Water British
Columbia Inc. (LWBC),
Vancouver Island Region -
Nanaimo Service Centre, Land
and Water Management
Division Office for a Licence of
Occupation - Private
Moorage situated on Gossip
Channel, Galiano Island. 

The Lands File Number
that has been established for
this application is 1412599.
Written comments
concerning this application
should be directed to the
Senior Land Officer at 501-345
Wallace Street, Nanaimo, BC,
V9R 5B6. Comments will be
received by LWBC until
March 26, 2005. LWBC may
not be able to consider
comments received after this
date. Please visit our website
at www.lwbc.bc.ca under
Current Land Applications
for more information.

Be advised that any
responses to this
advertisement will be
considered part of the public
record. For information,
contact the Freedom of
Information Advisor at Land
and Water British Columbia’s
regional office.
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WORLD CURRENCY from page 2
estate and other assets. This increase in apparent asset values, and borrowing
against it, is encouraged by low interest rates.

This serious deficiency in the US economy, combined with growing
government debt, may be an important factor leading currency speculators the
world over to anticipate a continued decline in the US$, particularly against the
Euro.

Interest Rates
US interest rates have been low, but over the past year have been creeping up, and
are now at about the rate of inflation. Current indications are that they will
continue to rise gradually over the next year, which might have the effect of
supporting the US$ and reducing consumer borrowing. 

But arresting the decline of the dollar cannot improve the US trade deficit
situation, however; the deficit is too big for that. And a rise in US interest rates

might damage US economic growth. If the dollar continues to sink, however, that
too would damage the US economy. 

Either way, investment in the US would be discouraged, even for Americans.
The US has put itself between a rock and a hard place.

Could this explain the reluctance of long term interest rates to respond to
rising short term rates? Even US economic guru Alan Greenspan would like the
answer to that one.

Canada’s economic situation is considerably healthier. Our balance of trade is
more even; our government deficit is under control; US interest rates have now
risen to match ours. These factors are probably reflected in the current value of
the Canadian dollar vs the US$. But despite a healthy trade balance and balanced
government budgets, the C$ is probably regarded by currency traders as a mere
sideshow, a variant on the US$.

Strategy for Canada
For Canada, which has become, over the past 30 years, an
economic vassal of the US$, all these developments pose vital
questions of strategy. 

Recent protectionist US trade actions, particularly the
softwood lumber dispute, have served to remind us that, despite
NAFTA and the WTO, our buggy is hooked to a wayward, if not
unbroken, horse. We should work towards reducing our
dependence on the US, a dependence born primarily of
geographical proximity and the manufacturing-based economy
of the last century. Our trade future lies increasingly with
Europe, Asia, and the rest of the world.

At the same time, the US still needs our natural resources,
particularly energy, and NAFTA requires that we supply them.
But these are finite commodities, and in the long term we cannot
rely on them. As soon as possible, our economy must reduce its
reliance on resource extraction. 

Just what we can rely on should be a topic of serious and
continuing debate in this country, a topic which our political
leaders have failed dismally to address.

bargained contract language. This action was and is
shocking. Imagine a government who wins a
majority using that power to overturn duly
negotiated contracts. If they did that to business what
would be said? Don’t do business in that country,
they don’t respect the rule of law. 

Yet, the real victims were our children because it
was class size and composition of classes that
protected them from being corralled into large
classes with too many children requiring extra
assistance. There is to this day no issue more painful
to teachers than the loss of those clauses. 

To add insult to injury, the government imposed

wage settlements on teachers and they then forced
the school boards to pay for those increases out of
their fixed budgets. It is clear that the government
has had every intention of sowing division among
teachers, school boards and parents.

BC teachers are working very hard to educate the
public about these and many other education issues.
It is very clear that teachers may have a calling to
teach but they also have a mission to protect the gains
our society has made since 1867. The success that is
Canada today, with its vast size, small population and
difficult geography, is thanks to the cumulative
efforts of visionary politicians, citizens and teachers. 

Some things you shouldn’t play politics with and
education still has too many to deliver from a life of
poverty and darkness. As May 17 approaches it is
important to reflect on the state of education in our
communities and work hard to make politicians
rededicate themselves to making it better. And
please, when speaking to candidates regardless of
party, insist that they commit to stopping the assault
on teachers and their students. The work of making
this world a better place is already hard enough.

Carol Arnold is the vice-president of the Gulf Islands
Teachers’ Association. 0
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I N  Y O U R  N E I G H B O U R H O O D

When: March 2 to March 30, 2005

Where: Southern Gulf Islands, Gabriola Island,
Thetis Island and Mudge Island

The snowstorm of this past winter has required us to do some
vegetation management work that is beyond our regularly
scheduled preventative maintenance work. We'll be doing some
tree pruning and removal on the Gulf Islands over the next couple
of months. We need to do this work to ensure your safety and to
make sure your electric service remains reliable.

Hazard trees are a major cause of accidents involving power lines.
They are also by far the most common cause of power
interruptions. Unhealthy trees become a hazard when they are no
longer stable. Unstable trees may fall onto power lines,
endangering people and animals. Even healthy trees become
hazardous when they grow into power lines. Healthy trees can
simply be pruned, but trees with inner rot need to be completely
removed.

Any trees that are removed will be recycled as wood chips,
firewood or raw logs. 

If you have trees on your property that concern you with regards to
proximity to power lines, please do not hesitate to call us to discuss
their pruning or removal.

For more information, please contact Judy Hopewell at 
250 755-4792 in our regional vegetation maintenance office.

0305-355
www.bchydro.com

Power line tree pruning and
hazard tree removals

WORLD CURRENCY, please turn to facing page

EDUCATION from page 8

survived the repression against social justice activists in that
country in the 1980s, will be addressing the rally as part of his
tour of BC.

Music and entertainment will round out the family-friendly
day. For more info, see the ‘What’s On?’ , page 5.

Special Forum
For those looking for in-depth analysis about the situation in
Iraq and the state of the global anti-war movement, you can
attend a special forum with speakers Dahr Jamail and Walden
Bello on the evening of March 18, 7:30pm at Saint Andrew-
Wesley’s Church (Burrard at Nelson). Jamail will present a vivid
picture of life under occupation in Iraq today. 0

Symphony and film fest
create reel music
For the first time, the Victoria Independent Film and Video
Festival and the Victoria Symphony will collaborate on a
groundbreaking project entitled Reel Music. As part of the
Symphony’s 2005-2006 season, Reel Music will host a juried
national competition for Canadian composers to submit original
music to a short film scene from the silent movie era. The work
of the eight finalists will be performed live with full orchestra
and the accompanying clips in February of 2006 at the
University of Victoria.

The jury is comprised of four Canadians, from both the
music and film industries. Composers Patrick Godfrey and
Alexina Louie and film directors Guy Maddin and Larry
Weinstein will choose the finalists, and audience members will
have the opportunity to vote for their favourite selections at the
concert. On May 1, online applications for the competition will
be available at www.victoriasymphony.ca.0

PEACE MARCH from page 9

New Parks Canada centre going for gold 
Parks Canada is hoping their new Operations Centre design, to
be located in Sidney, will meet Canada’s Green Building
Council’s ‘Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design’
(LEED) ‘gold rating’ standards. 

The new Centre must meet some stringent criteria to obtain
gold certification. LEED designations (platinum, gold, silver and
certified) are based on sustainability and efficiency in the
building design. The LEED rating process is divided into six
categories: sustainable sites, water efficiency, energy use and
atmosphere protection, indoor environmental quality,
construction materials and resources, and innovation and
design. Recycling and even the use of local construction
materials, which reduces the need for goods to be transported to
the site from a distance, will be reviewed. 

Some key design elements for the new Operations Centre
include:
• 40% reduction in water consumption through the use of
stormwater collection and re-use for high-efficiency toilet
fixtures and wash water;
• 58% reduction in energy consumption through the use of a
geothermal ocean-water-loop system with in-slab capillary tube
system to provide radiant cooling during the summer months;
• 10% energy efficiency returns from solar panels; and
• optimizing the use of natural light in work areas in conjunction
with energy-saving LED lighting, as well as providing lighting
controls at work areas.
‘Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design’ is now the
industry standard for the design of all new federal buildings.

. . . and in Nanaimo: proposal to heat
up the downtown core

Doug Catley, a 2005 Green Party Candidate, wants revitalization
projects such as the New Nanaimo Centre (NCC), proposed for

Nanaimo's historic downtown core, to be heated with reliable,
non-polluting geothermal energy.

The first geothermal building in Western Canada was the
Capers building at 2211 West Fourth Avenue, in Vancouver. The
five story building in the heart of Kitsilano’s commercial district,
built in 1991 by Intertech Construction, also houses a credit
union, sporting goods store, the David Suzuki Foundation, a
book store, hardware store, grocery store, restaurant and 78
condos.

Catley says that Capers developer Harold Kalke has long
since recouped the higher up-front (drilling) costs, and that the
75,000 square foot office/retail area is now saving roughly a
dollar per square foot per year in heating costs. Moreover, the
system also supplies hot water for the 78 condos. Victoria also
has a project, Dockside Green, much larger than the Capers
single-building project, which is LEED designated. 

In comparison, the current draft of the ‘Design Principles for
Design/Green Architecture’ for the New Nanaimo Centre states,
‘While there is no intent to develop a LEED designated building,
the design team is encouraged to utilize sustainable design
elements where feasible.’

Catley says a geothermally heated downtown core would be
reliable, avoid fuel-price uncertainties and reduce peak demand
for electricity. Moreover it would also help Nanaimo meet its
climate-protection target, and also help the province implement
its Climate Change Plan, which proposes to reduce greenhouse
gases (GHG) in part by beefing up energy efficiency standards in
the building code.

‘It would likely kick-start a new, local, sustainable industry.
The BC government could consider requiring the use of
groundsource (or ocean source) heat in all new government
buildings, including schools and colleges,’ said Catley. 0

                                                    



ISLAND TIDES, Mar 11, 2005, Page 11

AUTOMOTIVE HOME & PROPERTY

ARMOUR

ROOFING
A Division of 
Flynn Canada

• Torch-On 
• Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing 
• Custom Flashing 
• Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
• 6” Water Collection Gutters  

1-877-652-0599
Member:  Better Business

Bureau,
Roofing Contractors Assoc of B.C.

www.flynn.ca 

1-877-655-3707
Local: 655-3707

#3 - 2051 MALAVIEW
(ACROSS FROM SLEGGS)

TRANSMISSION SPECIAL!
4Trans inspection
4Cleanpan 
4Adjust bands
4Replace pan gasket
4Check modulator
4Adjust throttle linkage
4Fill with new trans. fluid

only
$29.95

reg. $49.95
Filter extra if

required

SIDNEY 
TRANSMISSIONS

• AUTOMATICS & STANDARDS
• 4-WHEEL DRIVE SPECIALIST
• DIFFERENTIALS • CLUTCHES

• NAT’L WARRANTY • COURTESY CARS

CUSTOMER PICK-UP & 
DELIVERY TO FERRY TERMINAL

FOR RENT
ISLAND EXPLORER

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LTD.

250-654-0230
Southern Gulf 

House & Cottage Rentals
PENDER LONG TERM: Bachelor
style, newly renovated insulated,
furnished cottage–$600 (inclusive).
Licensed Property Management on
the Gulf Islands since 1994.

PROVEN SERVICE
COMMITMENT •  RESULTS

1-800-774-1417
email:bgerry5@shaw.ca

www.island-explorer.com/pender

MARINE

HEALTH

Bulletin Board
(PAID BY DEADLINE ONLY - VISA ACCEPTED) • Phone 250-629-3660, Fax 250-629-3838   

Email: islandtides@islandtides.com • Next DEADLINE:  March 16, 2004 
BULLETIN BOARD BOXED ADS – 1’, 2’ & 3’– $20 per inch+gst— multi-issue discounts   
BULLETIN BOARD WORD ADS  - $17.12  for 25 words or less, 27¢ per additional word

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICES

ISLAND
MARINE

Ph: 250-537-9710
Email: imarinec@telus.net

www.islandmarine.ca

pruning • trimming •
planting • bed work
seasonal cleanups
on Pender Island

225500--662299--33338800

TTrreevvoorr

                                         

’ss
GGaarrddeenn

MMaaiinntteennaannccee

     

MAUI 
Vacation Condos

1 & 2 bedroom units
Ocean & Garden Views

Reasonable Rates
Upgraded, CLEAN units

1-800-800-8608
www.mauisuncoast.com

Advertise your business! 250-629-3660

IInn tthhee MMiinndd’ss EEyyee
MMaaiinntteennaannccee

HHaannddyymmaann//RReennoovvaattoorr
• renos, repairs, maintenance 

contracts available, decks built
• 20 yrs exp, references

SSeerrvviinngg VViiccttoorriiaa ttoo
NNaannaaiimmoo aanndd GGuullff IIssllaannddss

11--225500--773322--44111100

Island 
Mouldings

• architectural wood 
mouldings

• custom-made 
hardwood flooring

• custom-milled VG fir   

Call:
250-655-9184

At the 

Serenity Skyloft

629-6739

AArroommaatthheerraappyy
MMaassssaaggee

Brenda Balfour, C.A.M.T.
* Therapy for the Mind, 

Body and Soul
* Tranquil Setting
* Personalized Blends
* Gift Certificates Available

GETAWAYS

D. A. SMITHSON 
& SONS

Well Drillers
539-5252  or
250-478-6937

GREEN PARTY
Coming Soon: An election. Liberal
resource exploitation and
favouritism or social justice and
sustainability?  Consider  the Green
party and candidate. Ken Rouleau.

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg iinn…… 
PPVVCC DDeecckk MMeemmbbrraanneess
&& AAlluummiinnuumm RRaaiilliinnggss
for Sundecks, Garage
Decks and Roofdecks.
CCAALLLL DDAAVVEE WWOOOODDEE

CCOONNTTRRAACCTTIINNGG::
225500--553377--55111111 oorr 

11--880000--880044--66228888
SSeerrvviicciinngg tthhee GGuullff IIssllaannddss

FOR SALE
Onan Generator: 7500 watts,
electric start, 120/240, mounted on
self-contained trailer with two 47-
pound propane cylinders. Like new
condition. Pictures available by
email. $3500 obo. 604-536-6557
Hot tub for sale, used, Pacific, 6-
person cedar skirted, white inside,
new digital control top and bottom,
new 3hp pump, new 4-inch
Powersmart cover. $2,900. Will
deliver to most Gulf Islands. 250-
537-5147.

LANDSCAPING

KKiirree GGiilllleetttt
Licensed Gas Fitter

Journeyman Plumber  
Bonded & Insured

TToo aarrrraannggee aa 
ffrreeee eessttiimmaattee::

CCaallll 225500--553377--11666622
EEmmaaiill:: pipefish@@ssaallttsspprriinngg..ccoomm
SServing Pender, Mayne, Galiano &

Salt Spring Islands

Tree stump removal, Pacific Coast
Stump Grinding Service: removal of
unwanted stumps and roots from
your landscape. Environmentally
friendly. ISA Certified Arbourist.
250-652-4788, www.justgrindit.com

REAL ESTATE WANTED
Willing to pay ‘cash.’ Person living
on the  mainland seeking
oceanview acreage—does not have
to be waterfront. This person
desperately seeking retirement nest
for peaceful duration of life. 604-
870-0703

DYSLEXIA
Opportunity for reading
improvement ages 7 to 15. Home-
based Pender Island research
study. Free to selected participants.
Contact David Mather, Ph.D. at 250-
208-1232 or dmathr@yahoo.caFREE

“Huntsman” Woodstove. On South
Pender. Leave message at 250-598-
3607

HELP WANTED
Baker wanted on Mayne Island. Now
P/T, F/T summer, P/T fall, will train.
debbie_rootman@wireless2000.com
Gulf Islands National Park Reserve-
Operations Work Crew Lead, Sidney,
B.C. (Six month seasonal position):
the full job poster for this
employment opportunity will be
posted at: www.jobs.gc.ca  from
March 10 - 14, 2005.

LETTERS from page 4
environmentalism and NGOs.

Humberto’s important work with participatory, farmer-
driven plant breeding methodologies is universally
transferrable. That’s why his team is working with the Mexican
National Farmers Union to save their crops from GMO
contamination and malevolent industrial agriculture—the ‘land
races’ of ancient corn. 

Thanks to Nature’s Path, the world’s biggest organic cereal
producer (who are barred by US law from buying Cuban organic
sugar) for supporting Humberto’s trip to join the conference.

Ron Pither, Mayne Island

Island Bingogate
Dear Editor,
I had to laugh when I read Times Colonist Bill Cleverly’s article
‘Heavy hand of the law stings senior’s bingo.’ How pathetic to
have our tax payers money spent on charging a harmless group
of seniors playing bingo at a local Galiano Island restaurant.
Then to have Solicitor General Rich Coleman repeat himself
over and over ‘its the law,’ when asked about this particular
‘sting’ operation. This is from a government who has increased
slot machines from 2,399 in 2001 to 5,200 today and continues
to deny they have increased gaming. 

With the Liberals new gaming restrictions on
neighbourhood bingo halls it is bound to have a devastating
effect on small social gatherings like these, where the most you
can lose in one night is a few dollars as opposed to your
livelihood. On one hand it seems Rich Coleman is using heavy
hands to look as if he is cracking down on gambling, while in the
other hand he is happily accepting $850 million from gambling
revenues this year.

Rachel McDonnell, Victoria0

SCHOOL FUNDING from page 3
Vancouver or New Westminster is unique or remote.

Unless our funding is increased or our staff are able to make
more economies, this Unique Geographic Factors change will
result in the Gulf Islands district losing annual funding of
approximately $500,000 beginning in 2005/06. This has led the
district, after much consultation with employees, parents and our
five Island communities, to implement the four-day week.
Otherwise we would have been forced to lay off teachers and
reduce student courses and services. (The district was originally
going to lose $630,000 annually, but after loud and persistent
complaining by our district and Revelstoke, the annual loss has
been reduced to $500,000. So, instead of losing approximately
5% of our operational budget, we’re only losing 3%!)

I wonder how the six largest districts in the province would
react if 3% of their operational budgets were summarily
chopped? Would they have the political clout to change the
government’s mind? Probably, since they can easily garner the
attention of the large media outlets. And, as I noted earlier, the
Lower Mainland is a Liberal stronghold so this factor alone
would likely prompt the government to act, or to not make the
changes in the first place.

The Premier, who stated during the last election that
education was priority number one, doesn’t seem to know
what’s happening. In a letter to a parent in our district about the
four-day week he states, ‘I understand that some school districts
have switched to a four-day school week as a way of reducing
administrative costs….’ Staff at the Ministry of Education are
well aware of our circumstances, and know the administrative
burden has been increased, not decreased, by this government,
so how can districts reduce them? They also know
administrative costs are only a very small part of the operational
costs which our district has been forced to reduce to re-channel
money back into the classroom.

The Premier could have called us to get the correct
information, however it seems he didn’t want us to know what
he had written as he didn’t even have the courtesy to copy us—
something which used to be a standard practice whenever
premiers write to constituents within districts about district
operations.

There’s no reason for the Premier to be uninformed unless he
doesn’t want to know—and his indifference would be the worst
news of all for public education in BC.

Russ Searle is Pender Islands’ School Trustee for SD #64, Gulf
Islands.0

recreation centres that ASSEFA will be building between the
forest and the ocean. Here we will be focusing particularly on
ways in which we can draw on local Tamil ritual, customs, beliefs
and practices that can aid children’s recovery and reconnection
with their families, communities and the natural world. 

In addition, we will be working with Save the Children Fund
Canada to examine opportunities where children themselves
can become involved in community rebuilding as part of an
adolescent participation program’s that support positive
relations and partnerships between children and adults. Finally,
we will be helping set-up community based monitoring and
surveillance systems to identify, and provide a continuum of
care, to the most vulnerable children and their families. We
hope to get started in April. 0

TSUNAMI from page 7

farmers and gardeners have worked in collaboration with
nature to further separate a number of these 7,000 species into
an incredibly rich and diverse palette of crop varieties that are
suited to the climate, soil type and culture of a particular place.
This practice of planting, cultivation, selection, saving and
sharing has been critical to the development of human culture.
Each time we plant, harvest, store and share seeds we
participate in this rich heritage—this partnership with nature.

I’d like to believe that it is this deep understanding that causes
my wife and I to spend long winter evenings huddled by the fire,
cups in hand slowly turning the catalogue pages, reading and re-
reading the brief but evocative descriptions, staring at the small
and often blurry pictures, imagining the coming season with all
its promise. Like germinating seeds we are restless, eager for the
coming spring!

Over the next few issues of the Island Tides, I will be
exploring both the challenge and promise of seeds.  In the next
issue I intend to focus on the challenge that farmers and
commercial seed growers face here in Canada, followed a
consideration of the challenge faced by seed-savers abroad,
finally, highlighting the good work being done by people at
home and abroad to retain and extend the practice of growing,
selecting, saving and sharing seeds. I can be contacted at
hopebayfarm@gulfislands.com. 0

SEEDS from page 10

Community-minded high
schoolers eligible for awards
BC high school students who have contributed to their
community or initiated, organized and contributed significantly
to a one-time project are eligible for one of fourteen $500
awards from the Power Pioneers. The Pioneers, retired BC
Hydro employees who have committed to serve their
communities through volunteerism, will present the awards in
May/June 2005. 

To be eligible for the ‘Beginning a Lifetime of Community
Service Award,’ students must be attending school full-time,
maintaining a passing grade and be 18 years of age or under.
Application forms are available on BC Hydro Power Pioneers’
website at www.powerpioneers.com. Award applications will be
accepted until March 31, 2005 and will be evaluated by a
committee of Power Pioneers in the region the applicant resides.

Visit BC Hydro’s website at www.bchydro.com/scholarships
for other scholarship opportunities.0

Canada’s Future
Canada’s longer term future lies with its people: the ultimate
renewable resource. We can earn our way with a Canadian
mastery of sustainable strategies, of skills and technology, of
environmental balance, and of effective, and probably
democratic, governance. Marketing this unique combination
worldwide will demand enterprise in international
communication and finance.

Canada’s future as an economy and a nation will depend on
the creative development of this mastery and enterprise; on the
quality of our education and research, and the successful pursuit
of a multicultural democracy with an emphasis on justice and
human dignity. To quote Bono: ‘The world needs more Canada.’
Maybe Canada needs to develop more Canada.

Being Prepared . . .
At some point, we don’t know when, China will withdraw its
economic support for the US. Just when may well depend on US
foreign policy. This withdrawal may be accompanied by a
reduction in their purchases of US securities, and eventually
lead to the decoupling of the Chinese currency from the US$.
The resultant loss of value of the dollar would have a serious, but
probably not fatal, impact on the US economy, but it would
certainly be a point at which Canada would have to look
primarily to its own interests. 

The effect on Canada could be serious, and we must plan for it.
Our freedom of action depends on the evolution of the Canadian
economy to one based on knowledge rather than natural
resources; it depends on diversification of our international trade
from a dependence on the US to a position of opportunity
throughout the rest of the world. We have no time to lose. 0

WORLD CURRENCY from facing page
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Accommodation & Attractions 
Vancouver Island & The Gulf Islands

3110 DOUGLAS ST. VICTORIA, BC  V8Z 3K4   
across from Mayfair Shopping Centre,

1-800-997-6797
www.blueridgeinn.ca

* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2003

$39*
from

better deal!
visitors a

Our quality accommodation includes:
indoor pool, sauna, 
free parking, in-room coffee, 
a convenient location 
and a warm welcome. 
Stay with us.

We offer 

* Single occupancy. Subject to availability. Valid to March 31, 2005.

250-629-3920 or
1-877-629-3930 
Toll-free in North America

www.soundpassageadventures.com

Whale Watching / Eco-Tours, Winery Tours • Scuba Diving
Charters, Lessons & Rentals • Power & Sailing Charters &

Lessons • Fishing Charters • Kayak & Paddle Boat Rentals •
Corporate Retreats • Water Transportation / Island Hopping

SOUND PASSAGE ADVENTURES INC.
Pender Island, BC

SERVING SIDNEY AND SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

The Haven B&B
In Peaceful Victoria

Quiet location, close to
university + hospital.
Organic breakfasts.
Ensuite. $40-$60

250-598-7015

Service Notice

As part of the Sturdies Bay dock replacement
project, a temporary service schedule combining
water taxi, shuttle bus and regular ferry travel
will be in effect from Saturday, February 19 to
Thursday, March 10.

The water taxi will operate between Sturdies Bay
government dock and Miner’s Bay dock on
Mayne Island. The shuttle bus will operate
between Miner's Bay and Village Bay ferry
terminal. Both the water taxi and shuttle bus
will make an extra round trip if required.

Regular ferry service between Mayne Island and
Swartz Bay and Tsawwassen will be in effect
during this time.

Free parking is available at both Tsawwassen and
Swartz Bay terminals for Galiano Island customers.

Updated Galiano Island service information is
available 24 hours a day on the BC Ferries
website at www.bcferries.com, or by calling
toll free to 1-888-BC FERRY between
7:00 am and 10:00 pm.

You may also contact:
Sturdies Bay Terminal, (250) 539-2622 or
Steve Nussbaum, Manager Terminal Operations
Inter-Island Services (South)
(250) 653-4245

Galiano Island
Temporary Service Schedule

February 19 - March 10, 2005

ADVERTISE!
C a l l

250-629-3660

View our rates
and circulation

o n l i n e  a t :
www.islandtides.com

Delia’s Shangri-La
Oceanfront B&B

Each luxury suite offers a
private entrance, deck, hot
tub, ensuite, fireplace,
satellite TV, microwave and
bar fridge.

1-877-629-2800
www.penderislandshangrila.com

360º Breathtaking 
Oceanfront Views

T
hree weeks of moonlight and sunshine
in February were hard to beat as a mood
enhancer. The Victoria region set a

February record for hours of sunshine—over
double the usual amount. So much is growing:
rose leaves, daffodils, hyacinths, and lots of
green leafy vegetables. In fact, we ate kale all
year this year and today I picked every red
Sweet 100 tomato left on the vines in the
unheated greenhouse. This is a new record,
homegrown tomatoes in March! Now we’re
back to soft rain and grey days, perfect for trees,
grazers, and our other local flora and fauna.

Lambing occurred right in the middle of the
stretch of good weather and this was a benefit
to the newborn babies and to the farmers.
Another couple of weeks will see the Jones,
Breezy Bay and Campbell flocks finished with
lambing and onto eating rich spring green
grass. By July first, we will have a good
selection of lambs for the Saturna Lamb BBQ.

Small Ferries, No Docks
For us Outer Islanders, ferry riding has been
interestingly complex lately. Galiano’s Sturdies
Bay ferry dock rebuild coupled with the Queen
of Cumberland’s absence due to its winter refit
(now over), squashed us all onto the smaller
Bowen Queen. The Galiano crowd goes over by
water taxi to Miner’s Bay on Mayne Island and
then catches a bus to the Village Bay ferry
terminal. Despite the absence of Galiano
vehicles on the Bowen Queen, there were a
number of ‘leave behinds’ at Pender, the last
stop on the route to Swartz Bay.

Our public dock is still under construction.

The February completion date has not been
met. Lynn and Don Piper’s dock, which they
are loaning for community uses (school boat,
mail, floatplanes, etc), has had an upgrade to
handle the continued use.

Fundraising for Sea Gypsies
Our kids are holding a bottle drive to raise funds
to help the ‘Sea Gypsies’ from Phuket village,
Thailand. This traditional fishing village lost 66
of their 70 fishing boats in the January tsunami.
The funds will be used to build boats, which cost
about $2,500 to build, and the first boat was
replaced and in the water on January 26, 2005.

Saturna Elementary students will have
donation boxes in the stores, as well as the
bottle drive. Any assistance is greatly
appreciated. The students are doing this in
coordination with a group on Salt Spring.

Laughing with the Worms 
Last Saturday the musical group Arrogant
Worms played to over 100 Islanders, both kids
and adults. They accompanied themselves on
guitars, the Community Hall piano once or
twice, a tin whistle, their wonderful voices and
their marvelous dramatic skills. 

They opened with a riff about our 48-hour
parking limit sign in front of the Hall.
Speculating on the ramifications of one sign in
the dirt that informs people that they can park
no more than 48 hours in this place was a
mother-load of creation for the three hilarious
guys. It allowed the audience to see how they
‘work’. I’m sure a lot of people will smile the
next time they see that sign. Several other local

and cultural manifestations of our lives and, of
course, ferries, received on-stage consideration
to the delight of the audience. After that we
went on to a presentation of songs that was
goofy, surprising, and had no socially
redeeming aspects other than creating on-the-
spot laughter. Preconceived notions and
expectations that a song title would predict
content or that solicited audience participation
would go anywhere predictable were not only
wrong but irrelevant. You never thought about
how wonderful their voices were, how great
their timing, or how slick their dramatic
presentation; it was seamlessly funny. 

Their name, Arrogant Worms, was created in
a bar in Kingston, Ontario when they were going
to play on the CBC the next day and had to have
a name. The group members have shifted over
their ten years, but not the emphasis. 

A delighted Bev Neff won the $200 local
artist purchase award. Three cheers to the
Saturna Arts and Concerts Society and the
British Columbia Arts Council for bringing the
Islands this wonderfully entertaining group. 

New Books for the School
One of our parents attended the Times Colonist
book sale at in Victoria on March 4. The Times
Colonist gives local schools first crack at the
regionally collected books, up to two blue boxes

worth, for no charge. For our school, this is a
wonderful bonus. Librarians, libraries and the
purchasing of books is a ‘frill’ that long ago went
by the financial wayside in education budgets.

Emergency First Aid
On the bulletin boards you have probably
noticed a sign-up sheet for a one-day
emergency first aid course offered in early
spring. The Saturna Health Committee is
organizing the course with a capacity of about
10 to 12 people.  Their goal is to have a least one
person from each of our neighborhood groups
familiar with emergency first aid.

Easter Goodies
You know Spring Break is coming because the
Women’s Club is selling raffle tickets for the
annual Easter Bake Sale and Tea.  Be there
promptly to buy the home-baked pies, bars,
bread, buns, cookies, and delightful Easter
cupcakes and other specialties for the children. 

The annual Cakewalk is the ‘pies’ de
resistance for the kids and the ‘kid-adults’. All
contributions of baked goods are gratefully
accepted—especially those wondrous Cakewalk
creations that cause the winners a long
deliberation time when they choose! This
wonderful affair is delightful to attend, and all
profits go right back into our community. 0

Saturna Notes ~ Priscilla Ewbank

Photo: Brian Haller

It’s lambing season on the islands. These twins were born on Mayne Island.

                                                  


