
Every Second
Thursday

& Online ‘24/7’ at
islandtides.com

Gulf Islands

Volume 24  Number 10 May 17 – 30, 2012 $2 at Selected Retailers

is at these SERIOUS COFFEE locations — look for the ‘Island Tides’ yellow boxes outside or racks inside!

Campbell River—Willow Point Village

South Duncan—Sun Valley Mall

Mill Bay—Island Highway @ Frayne Rd

Nanaimo—Crnr Island Hwy @ Hammond Bay Rd

Nanaimo—Hammond Bay Rd CO-OP

Nanaimo—VI Conference Centre Sidney—Beacon Avenue 

Duncan—Cowichan Commons Mall
Courtenay—Southgate Centre, Cliffe Avenue
Port Alberni—Shoppers Drugmart Plaza, 10th Ave

Parksville—Heritage Centre Mall

Nanaimo—South Parkway Plaza

Canadian Publications Mail Product
Sales Agreement Nº 40020421

Regional newspaper linking south coastal BC communities since 1989

Photo: Dr Don Butt

Volunteers celebrate at the ‘Last Chance Look Through’ and helipad dedication ceremony for the new Gabriola Community Health
Centre on Saturday, April 28. ‘We are so proud of our Island and particularly our volunteers,’ said Volunteer Coordinator John Campbell.
‘We are a small island with a very big heart.’ See story, left. 

Health Centre
almost ready
After six years of planning, hard
work and dedication, the doors of
the new Gabriola Community
Health Centre will soon be open
for its first patients. Gabriolans
worked tirelessly to build the
community-owned urgent care
facility and associated primary
care clinic for the community. 

Volunteer Coordinator John
Campbell has called the project
the  ‘Miracle on Church Street.’ He
calculates that the volunteer
labour contributed is worth about
$1.5 million. Generous donations
and work pledges also provided
integral support for the project. 

The official opening in August
will coincide with the release of a
200-page book, Our Clinic: The
Visionary Path to Local Health
Care on Gabriola Island, by
Gabriola writer Bruce Mason.

In the book, Islands Trust
Council Chair Sheila Malcolmson
is quoted, ‘The energy and
tenacity of the GHCS volunteers
and board, and our incredible
doctors, are impressive. It’s been
a pleasure to watch the clinic
building rise, in the tradition of
our community hall decades ago.
It is a great example of self-
reliance and the Island Way.’ 

The book will not only serve as
a fundraiser, but an experience to
share with other communities as
governments downsize. 0

QUADRA PARKS, please turn to page 3

Supertankers could take over Vancouver Harbour ~ Patrick Brown
Increasing numbers of loaded oil tankers leaving Kinder
Morgan’s Westridge terminal for California and Asian
destinations could seriously tie up ship traffic in Vancouver
Harbour.

Planned increases in the amount of tar sands oil being
pumped down a twinned Trans Mountain pipeline from
Alberta are expected to lead to the dispatch of some 360
tankers per year, or one per day. Recent reports on the
possibility of increasing the pumping capacity of the
pipeline lead to suggestions of even more tanker traffic in
future.

For loaded tankers to squeeze through Second Narrows
though, the ships can only move at slack water high tide
in daylight. And while they are moving, all other ships
must stay out of both Second Narrows and First Narrows,

under the Port Authority’s ‘Clear Narrows’ order.
‘Clear Narrows’ is intended to ensure that there are no

ship collisions or unexpected alterations of course while
tankers are moving. The order applies from the Westridge
terminal to a line well into English Bay, and for all ships
carrying hazardous cargo. Tankers must move at limited
speed, and such an order could apply for well over an hour,
thus tying up all other ship traffic.

In addition, tanker movements must be co-ordinated
with openings of the Second Narrows railway bridge.

Kinder Morgan has suggested that additional dredging
of Second Narrows may be necessary in order to
accommodate Suezmax tankers at full draft. The larger
VLCC tankers cannot be navigated through Second
Narrows (see related photos, page 4). 0

Agreement brings vital Quadra Island park closer to completion
For years, Quadra Island has been waiting for completion
of a key piece of parkland, and it is finally getting close.
On May 1, BC Parks’ Land Acquisition Branch signed a
purchase agreement to acquire land at the heart of
Quadra’s spectacular Octopus Islands and Small Inlet
Provincial Parks.  

The BC government has obtained the majority of the
necessary funds, but a portion must still be raised to
secure the sale, reports Quadra Islander Susan Westren.
She says that under the auspices of the Quadra Island
Conservancy Society, a committee of Quadra residents is
launching a fundraising campaign to help complete the
park; Save the Heart of Quadra Parks aims to fundraise

$200,000, a portion of the outstanding amount required.
‘Working from a signed agreement is a major

achievement,’ says committee member Judy Leicester.
‘We are sure that this is our last chance to acquire the
central 395 hectares that link the two parks.’

The property features an historic portage trail
connecting the east and west shores of Quadra across the
Island’s narrowest span. There are significant
archaeological sites, a rare freshwater spring and part of
the trail to Newton Lake where yachters and hikers
traditionally swim and watch local loons. It also includes
the scenic viewscapes from the Octopus Islands and Small
Inlet. 

Ferry Act changes raise same
old questions
On May 9, the BC government introduced amendments to the Coastal
Ferry Act, in response to the independent BC Ferry Commissioner’s
review. Announced is an increase of $79.5 million, over four years, in the
government’s financial contribution to BC Ferries. Transportation and
Infrastructure Minister Blair Lekstrom states in a press release: ‘The
legislation introduced today builds upon the BC Ferry Commissioner’s
report and the concerns that the public have expressed about the
affordability of BC Ferries.’ 

However, the new legislation also requires that BC Ferries find
efficiencies to reduce operating costs, so there will be ‘adjustments to
service levels’. Future capital spending will look at providing greater inter-
operability of ferries between routes, reducing operating costs by
implementing new technologies, like LNG-fuelled and cable ferries, and
allowing for alternative methods to connect coastal communities, such
as passenger-only ferries.

‘The good news is the government decided they need to put in more
money than they have been,’ comments Ferry Advisory Committee Chair
Brian Hollingshead. ‘But, I don’t think there will be enough money.’ 

A $25 million portion of the funds will go into last year’s revenues; and
as fares are already set for this year, it will do nothing to improve
affordability. It will amount to an annual funding increase of $11 million
during the final three years of the agreement, whereas BC Ferries’ shortfall
is anticipated to be around $58 million, says Hollingshead.

North Island MLAClaire Trevena says the amendments are ‘very bad
news’ for people living on the islands. ‘Simply put, it ignores the countless
pleas of those who presented to the Ferry Commissioner when he toured
the province last fall. Instead of freezing and rolling back fares, it will allow
for fare increases and for frequency of service to be downgraded. It does
not acknowledge that ferries are part of our highway system.’ 0
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Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament, Saanich–Gulf Islands
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Constituency office open to serve you: 
conscientious, caring, non-partisan service
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for public service 
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www.elizabethmaymp.ca

Elizabeth May, O.C., 
M.P., Saanich-Gulf Islands

“
”

As your Member of Parliament, I am proud
to be your voice in Ottawa, and I am happy to
assist you with federal issues affecting your life. 
Please contact me if I can be of service. 
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Passionate British Columbian and determined Canadian,
Mary Mackie (née Luxton)—known to most as BC Mary—
passed away on March 3, 2012. She died peacefully in her
sleep at Toronto General Hospital in her 86th year after a long
struggle with breast cancer. 

Active as writer and editor for much of her adult life, she
was widely known in her last decade for creating and
maintaining ‘The Legislature Raids’ website to cover all
aspects of the BC Rail Scandal
which began in 2002. The site
covers in detail the investigations,
pre-trial, trial, and astonishing
collapse and closure of the trial
surrounding the corrupt transfer of
BC Rail to the CNR by then-
premier Gordon Campbell and his
associates. 

Two cabinet aides agreed to
accept guilt for diminished charges
against them in the matter, and the
Campbell government agreed to
accept all costs against the
convicted men—adding their $6
million in costs to the $10.7 million
already paid to the illegitimately
appointed Special Prosecutor in
the case. The BC Rail Scandal is far
from over… 

The BC Mary ‘Legislature Raids’ website was (and is) the
anchor source on the subject, visited and referred to by people
at every level who are researching or following the astonishing
bribery, fraud, and breach of trust story that continues to
involve or touch many of the most powerful people in the
province. Mary was posting material on the matter only days
before her death.

BC Mary loved both the idea and the reality of BC Rail—
the people’s railway. She was thrilled, not long before her
death, to obtain (from Arthur Topham’s Quesnel Cariboo
Sentinal site) a romantic image of a BC Rail train in beautiful
BC landscape. She promptly used it introduce one of her
entries on the perennial subject.

After many years living on Pender Island and elsewhere in
BC, she had to travel east to be close to family members for
reasons of health. The move was a wrench for her. But
modern technology allowed her to be present through every
hour of the (still-unfolding) drama-filled years when the BC
Rail Scandal was receiving intense attention. 

She was shy about being the long-distance operator of the
precious and important site. And so when people would
approach me in the BC Supreme Court and ask me just where
BC Mary was located, I would look into the Middle Distance

and try to put them off. Having studied the example of public
statements made by Gordon Campbell, Christie Clark and
members of their cabinets, I was able to confuse my
questioners, making them believe I had answered them when
all I had done was throw dust in their eyes.

BC Mary began a career as a freelance journalist in the
1950s. She later was the editorial powerhouse in the
production with her husband of a number of books about log

building, the most successful (and
still used) called Building With
Logs first published in 1971. For
eight years she published a popular
magazine called Canadian Log
House. As well as raising a family,
she founded with her husband the
B Allan Mackie School of Log
Building and the Canadian Log
Builders Association, which is now
the International Log Builders
Association.

As if those things weren’t
enough, her fascination with the
events of the Second World War led
her to years of research about the
famous, predominantly Canadian
raid on Dieppe in 1942. She piled
up research materials, but felt she
couldn’t piece the puzzle together

completely enough to make a book. She suggested to me that
important British sources were not willing to provide her with
necessary materials to finish her research.

She did, however, reprint Charles Comfort’s memoir Artist
at War. Comfort, who later became Director of the National
Gallery of Canada, preserved a critical sense of the role and
treatment of Canadian forces in that war. 

Praised by nearly all for her work on the BC Rail Scandal
and for being a major voice insisting on the importance of the
sell-out of BC Rail, BC Mary was lauded in the BC Legislature
at the time of her passing.

She will be much missed by her children, grandchildren,
and by the many friends she made in person and through
electronic magic. 

Working closely with her over her last five or six years, I
grew to know a person marked by indomitable optimism and
by calm in the face of dogged ill-health. (Cancer was not her
only health problem.) I marvelled at her determination to
work to the end for fairness and justice in Canadian society.
Through all, I delighted in her unfailing sense of proportion
and her sense of humour about herself and about the
maddening human qualities we all reveal from time to time.
—Robin Mathews

Mary Mackie - 1926-2012

www.islandtides.com
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Coastal groups raise concerns about coal operations ~ Sara Miles

Compliance Coal Corporation recently published a glossy
pamphlet called ‘Top Ten Things to Know About The
Raven Underground Coal Project’. It promotes the

anticipated economic benefits and environmental protection
features of the coalmine proposed for a site near Buckley Bay
on Vancouver Island. 

The company believes there will be up to 200 construction
jobs, 350 full-time mine and transportation jobs, and up to 500
indirect jobs created by the Raven mine project. 

According to the brochure, the project will also ‘be designed
to protect the shellfish in Baynes Sound.’ Compliance claims it
will ‘ensure the health of the shellfish and shellfish industry.’
The VIU Deep Bay Marine Field Station will complete the
marine environment studies for the project. 

The BC Shellfish Growers’ Association, in response, asserts
that it is ‘very opposed’ to the coalmine. The group states that
the shellfish farming industry in Baynes Sound, which is about
5km downstream from the proposed mine site, produces
approximately $28 million of shellfish annually. There are
currently 600 full-time jobs in the shellfish industry; potential
pollution from the mine’s wastewater is considered a serious
threat to its business. 

Both groups agree that shellfish are particularly sensitive to
changes in their environment. Many groups are concerned that
federal and provincial laws do not adequately protect BC’s flora
and fauna from industrial development. 

Climate Action On The Tracks
On the topic of coal, 14 citizens were arrested at White Rock
Pier on May 5 for preventing coal trains from entering BC to
unload coal at Westshore Terminals. 

Maple Bay resident and retired scientist Peter Nix was
there, standing on the tracks so that no trains would pass.
‘Roberts Bank near the Tsawwassen ferry terminal is the largest
source of exported greenhouse gas emissions in North
America,’ says Nix. ‘Any legal risk is small in comparison to
other risks from climate breakdown that our kids will have to
face.’ 

Respected climate change activist Bill McKibben of 350.org,
NASA scientist James Hansen, and climate-blogger Joe Romm
all expressed their support for the act of civil disobedience. 

Research shows that coal is the largest contributor to the
human-made increase of CO2 in the air, and in turn, a leading
cause of climate change. 0
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‘We’d like to say a big thank-you to everyone who wrote
letters over the past few months, asking the government to
fulfill a long-standing promise and purchase the land, which
links Quadra’s Octopus Islands and Small Inlet provincial
parks,’ said Sierra Club BC’s executive director, George
Heyman. 

Judy Leicester adds that this popular marine wilderness
destination has ‘exceptional conservation and recreational
values. It needs to be protected rather than logged or
developed. Together, we need to make this one last push to
ensure that the heart of these Quadra parks is protected now
and forever.’ 

The closing date for the sale is September 28. To take part
in the campaign, contact swest@gicable.com. There will be a
dinner and silent auction at the Heriot Bay Inn on June 16, at
which CBC’s ‘Quirks & Quarks’ host Bob MacDonald will
speak.0

QUADRA PARKS from page 3
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Since my last article for Island Tides, Parliament has been
dominated by the March 29 Budget and the April 26
budget implementation bill, Bill C-38. The first set out

the fiscal plan with a heavy dose of promised laws to
reduce/fast-track environmental assessment; the second went
far beyond the words of the budget itself, to deal stunning blows
to the foundational laws to protect nature. 

Given limitations of words and space, let me cover some of
the main points. 

Budget 2012 cuts government spending, overall, by about
$5 billion for next year. (Green Scissors, my submission to
Finance Minister Jim Flaherty, cut by $6 billion, but went after
very different things—like government advertising and the
Prime Minister’s Office budget.) 

Budget 2012 delivers the expected news of increasing the
age of entitlement to Old Age Security to 67, while deeply
cutting CIDA, CBC, Environment Canada, Statistics
Canada, Parks Canada, Library and Archives, and
DND (cuts there largely due to the end of
involvement in Afghanistan). It also cuts $7.5
million from Elections Canada, $14 million
from tourism, and over $50 million from the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (leading to
the announced closing of the Canada Plant
Health Centre on East Saanich Road). It also did
away with the youth volunteer-service program,
Katimavik. 

There is no mention of climate change. The hoped-
for extension of the eco-Energy home energy retrofit
programme was not to be, ditto hopes for funding to keep the
Polar Environmental Arctic Research Laboratory–Canada’s
critical research lab on Ellesmere Island and the world’s closest
to the North Pole–from closing. No reprieve there, nor for
funding of climate science. Scientific research through the
National Research Council is now directed to focus on work
that is ‘business-led and industry-relevant.’ (I can just imagine
what Einstein would have said about that.) 

Also announced in the budget was the surprise termination
of the National Round Table on Environment and Economy–
the only effort remaining within the government to develop
consensus between industry and environmentalists to pursue
sustainable development. As I was feverishly reading the
budget document in ‘lock-up’ (the invitational, embargoed
preview of the budget), I scanned for any reference to climate
change, I got excited when I saw the word ‘climate,’ only to
focus and realize it was a discussion of the ‘investment climate.’

Instead, Budget 2012 commits the country to expansion of
fossil fuel production: oil sands, pipelines, super-tankers,
seismic testing and off-shore drilling. Consistent with that is
the funding of an attack on environmental charities with a new
$8 million to spend on going after groups alleged to be
conducting ‘political’ advocacy, a charge which has been
directed at groups opposing the Enbridge super-tanker
scheme.

The budget was very grim news indeed, but did not really
prepare me for the introduction of the omnibus Budget

Implementation Bill. Its bizarre tabling was without prior
notice—not even the usual advance ‘lock-up’ with technical
briefing. 

I picked up my copy and made for my desk in the House,
where I sat, reading, near tears, for the next three hours. C-38
is over 400 pages repealing, amending or otherwise revising
70 different pieces of federal legislation. Aspects never even
hinted at in the budget itself include removing oversight from
the Canadian Security Intelligence Service, changing
entitlement to Employment Insurance (this is still vague but
appears to allow refusing EI to anyone if there is any job
available, even one not in their field), and allowing the Cabinet
to overrule the National Energy Board (NEB). 

Not Mentioned In The Budget
Nearly half of the budget implementation bill is directed at re-

writing Canada’s foundational environmental laws. The
Budget itself never mentioned that the Fisheries

Act was to be re-written, gutting habitat
protection and restricting federal action in
many instances to commercial, recreational,
and Aboriginal fisheries. This essentially
means that if humans aren’t catching a fish,
there is no protection for its habitat. 
There nothing was mentioned in the

budget speech about the changes to the
Species at Risk Actwhich put the NEBin charge

of permitting destruction of endangered species
and their habitat along the proposed route of a

pipeline; nor about the supplanting of the NEB as arbiter of
pipelines under the Navigable Waters Protection Act. The
NWPA is amended such that pipelines are no longer
considered an obstruction to navigation–even if they are.

Although it was abundantly clear that a large focus was to
be ‘streamlining’ the environmental assessment process, the
advance hype focused on time limits for hearings. It was
nowhere mentioned that the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Actwas to be repealed. C-38 wipes out the entire
CEAA and introduces an entirely new law. Under the new act,
‘environmental effects’ (that which is to be studied under a
federal EA), is, for many circumstances, restricted to fish and
migratory birds. 

Not Clear On The Concept
With so many new laws and the repealing of old laws and
complex text, the Conservative ministers speaking in the House
in support of C-38frequently claim the budget implementation
act will include measures that are simply not there at all, or
mis-state how the new laws will operate. 

I go up to them afterward and, for example, ask ‘I cannot
find any reference to increased tanker safety in C-38. Can you
show me what section you were referring to?’ Or, ‘I can’t find
anything that says environmental reviews will only be

Budget 2012: environmental laws run overBudget 2012: environmental laws run overby an omnibusby an omnibus --EELIZABETHLIZABETH MMAYAY

Capital Regional District

Southern Gulf Islands 
Economic Development 
Commission

Southern Gulf Island’s Economic Commission is looking for 
individuals as advisors/mentors to provide creative solutions to 
a year round economy, dovetailing with our island lifestyle. 

When responding, please outline in 100 words or less, the 
ideas/vision that you might bring to a triple bottom line 
endeavor. Also, a few words on your personal experience vis a 
vis social, environmental, or economic aspects would be useful. 

If you are interested, please contact: 
David Howe, CRD Director Southern Gulf Islands 
directorsgi@crd.bc.ca

OTTAWA REPORT, please turn to page 7
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IS YOUR
WELL WATER

SAFE TO DRINK?
Contamination can occur

without changes in colour or
taste. Be safe, test annually.

fax: 250-656-0443     Website: www.mblabs.com
Email: mblabs@pacificcoast.net

2062 Unit 4 Henry Ave. West, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5Y1

250-656-1334

Victoria 
(250) 412-1110 

Burnaby 
(604) 630-1114 

Courtenay 
(250) 339-6914 

www.watertiger.net 

Your Total 
Water Solution 

Gulf Islands Water Treatment 

Bacteria, Arsenic, Turbidity, Tannins-TOC, Hardness, much more! 

TYour 
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~ Rainwater Harvesting
~ Water treatment for wells,

surface supplies & seawater
~ Filtration & Disinfection
~ Slow sand filtration
~ Small systems Health

Authority approvals

Butler Gravel &
Concrete…Better
from the ground up!

Reliable Service, Quality Products
& Competitive Prices
Serving All The Gulf Islands
Phone 250-652-4484
Fax 250-652-4486
6700 Butler Crescent, Saanichton, B.C.

4090 Bayridge Ave�West Vancouver  BC V7V 3K1  
t 01 604 921 8646� f 01 604 921 0755   
bsa@blueskyarchitecture.com   
www.blueskyarchitecture.com  
     

HELLIWELL + SMITH
BLUE SKY ARCHITECTURE

"From the first Blue Sky 
Architecture have been 
regionalists in the best 
sense of the term. They 
have been deeply involved 
with the ecology and 
topography of southern 
British Columbia and its 
wonderful interweave of sea, 
forest, and rock ."

What Price Conservation?
Dear Editor:
In virtually all the news media, we are subject to a constant flow
of environmental challenges: habitat degradation, loss of
agricultural lands, stream pollution, and neglected forest re-
planting programs compounded by growing budgetary
impediments from senior levels of government. 

Current senior governments seem to reflect a view that
encourages development in mining, industrial advancement,
transportation corridors, and real estate growth, with less
concern about the negative effects on the natural environment,
which is the foundation of balanced ecological systems.
‘Development and jobs’ is the message from our strident
politicians, who fail to look beyond the next election. It is into
these decaying environmental policies that public-minded
conservation organizations take on major fundraising events
to protect and secure stable and enhanced environments for
fish, birds, animals and plants. 

Conservation-based fundraisers may be goal or site oriented
or they may cover a broad spectrum of environmental concerns
and objectives. Sometimes the more specific the goal, the easier
it is for individuals to identify with the objectives. However,
conservation is a many-sided affair and fundraisers need to
cover the broad spectrum of the growing impact of humanity
on Earth’s ecosystems.

I have about 75 years of studious interaction with a variety
of outdoor recreational pursuits including fishing, hunting, bird
watching, nature study, photograghy and just plain sitting in
quiet places in the outdoors. I still do all of the above but as
Aldo Leopold so eloquently pointed out, in his 1966 A Sand
County Almanac, the longer I follow my pursuits, the less I
need to take something away. I get great nourishment for my
soul by the sound of whistling wings, the splash of a feeding
trout, the ethereal music of wolves on the skyline, or the muted
call of a loon on my favorite fishing waters.

For these reasons I urge you to support conservation
fundraisers wherever they may happen. 

Ralph Shaw, Courtenay
Mining For Tourism 

Dear Editor:
How will coalmines affect tourism in our valley and in the
nearby islands of the Salish Sea? We can get some answers from
what the town of Whistler just did. Whistler’s town council came
out against the Enbridge Pipeline. People wonder why. The
huge oil tankers coming down the BC Coast seem so far away;
what’s the risk? 

The risk is to Whistler’s image. Each year the community
and local businesses spend thousands of dollars promoting their
community as a first-class tourism destination. Whistler is not
just a ski hill. It is a year-round recreation center whose image

is linked to location. Whistler is part of beautiful, Super Natural
British Columbia. The town and its clients are still aware of the
disastrous Gulf of Mexico spill. Whistler doesn’t want potential
clients to even think of the possibility of an oil spill washing up
on the west coast threatening businesses and ruining their
visitors’ vacations. 

In my 25 years of consulting I’ve learned from my tourism
clients that image is everything. But the significance of image
doesn’t seem to have caught on here in the Comox Valley. 

Someone from Courtenay told us a while back that the Raven
Coal Mine in Fanny Bay will have no effect on Courtenay
because it is 20km away. The comment showed no
understanding of the importance of image to local tourism.  

Unlike Las Vegas with its casinos and Whistler with its skiing
and year-round recreation opportunities, Courtenay, Comox
and Cumberland are not what the tourism business calls ‘tourist
destinations.’ We have nice towns, but people don’t come for
the towns. They come for the valley, the orcas and eagles, the
ocean and the estuary, the mountains, forests and hiking trails. 

Coalmines in the Comox Valley are a clear and present
danger to tourism. Granted, the tourism jobs will not pay as
much as the underground mining jobs that will go to ‘guest
workers’ from elsewhere, but they are sustainable, as long as the
Comox Valley and its environment are protected. Why is the
business community so silent about the coalmines? And why
are our local politicians sitting on the sidelines?  

Perhaps it is because they have been told that they have no
legal right to speak out against the mines. If they did it would
just be a symbolic gesture. But surely the antiquated mining
laws can’t trump the moral and ethical responsibility of
politicians to represent the concerns of their constituents and
their obligation to protect properties and the environment.   

The taxpayers in the Comox Valley must be wondering why
they spent millions of dollars upgrading our airport to attract
tourists. Or why spend $4 million for a beautiful new visitor
centre while the federal and provincial government are charging
ahead on coalmines a few kilometers away? Talk about killing
an image. 

In the years to come our children and our grandchildren will
ask us why we let those coalmines come into the valley. Will we
have to reply, ‘Because Harper and Clark made us do it?’ It’s
time for our politicians to step up and speak out to protect our
investments, our environment and our tourism industry.  

Mike Bell, Comox

Ed’s Note: A new report entitled ‘Does the Comox Valley need the
Raven Underground Coal Mine?’ is now available from
CoalWatch ComoxValley. Some of the issues discussed in the
seven-page report include jobs, local government revenues and
costs, and likely impacts of the Raven Project on specific
components of the region’s economic development plan. It is
available at www.coalwatch.ca.

Visualizing supertankers; taking action to prevent oil spills

On Earth Day, a 1280-foot section of red and yellow
‘Danger: Crime Scene’ tape stretched out of sight
down North Road on Gabriola Island, helping

passersby visualize the size of a Very Large Crude Carrier
(VLCC) supertanker. 

Positive Energy Quilter Kristin Miller says, ‘A photograph
cannot begin to capture the lengthy ribbon of tape, one third
of a kilometer long, which fades off into the distance. 

‘We will see VLCC supertankers in our coastal waters if
the Enbridge pipeline project and/or the Kinder Morgan
Trans Mountain pipeline expansion are approved.’

Miller and fellow  activist quilters plan to march the
tanker tape down to the beach for Gabriola’s Oceans Day,
on June 3. They also initiated, with Gabriola trustees, a
planning meeting on May 12 called ‘Not On My Beach:
Stopping Spills by Stopping Pipelines.’ Miller says they hope
to work with other Salish Sea groups to ‘protect our coast
from oil spills’. 0

www.islandtides.com

Photo: Iain Lawrence
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Ask for the Eljen GSF
FOR SEPTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

Authorized Representative: 
BWD Engineering Inc.
Phone: (604) 789-2204
brent.dennis@bwdeng.ca
Web: www.bwdeng.ca 

eljen.com

 Time-proven for over 25 years
 No maintenance required
 Lower overall cost
 Fits any lot shape
 Best choice for  
sensitive lakeside properties

 Passive system—no power required
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At Trafalgar Homes, we believe the time has come 
for AFFORDABLE home options. 

If the home of your dreams is one that fits comfortably within
your budget, the licensed builder to choose is

TRAFALGAR HOMESTRAFALGAR HOMES

This home is only $110,602 to lock up
with a 2ft foundation on your property!

Visit www.trafalgarhomes.ca/it to receive your promotional offer
1-866-971-0239

Capital Regional District

The Capital Regional District (CRD) is currently compiling a list of 
Prime Contractors and Subcontractors. Contractors placed on this 
list are asked to fill out a Contractor Registry Form located on 
the CRD website. Please note that information from this registry 
may be included as part of the General Construction Tender 
package for the 2012 Galiano Library and Community Use 
Building Project and other construction projects on the island.

Registration is free and only businesses can register, this 
includes sole proprietorships, corporations and partnerships.  
You may not register as an individual.

This is not a tender process, and a contract will not 
necessarily result by providing this information.

Forms should be completed online on or before 
4:00 pm, June 15, 2012. The website address is: 
www.crd.bc.ca/galianocontract

If you have any questions about the registry please contact:

Malcolm Cowley, P.Eng.
Tel:  250.360.3066

Notice of
Galiano Island Contractor Registry

In your mailbox on North or South PenderIsland, you will notice a white, 8-page insert inyour May 17 edition of Island Tides. It is aquestionnaire developed by the Moving AroundPender Alternative Transportation Society(MAP), which is conducting a survey of PenderIslanders’ opinions about non-mechanizedtransportation issues. The results are intended to help local, regionaland provincial authorities increase pedestrian,cycling and motoring safety on the Penders aswell as to decrease greenhouse gas emissions.  Please take a few minutes to provide yourfeedback, either on the paper copy or the onlineversion: www.crd.bc.ca/pendersurvey.  

TRANSPORTATION SURVEY
NOW ON THE PENDERS

Help improve road safety on the Penders
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www.islandtides.com

Photo: Daniel Poisson

BLACK SATURDAY: SALT SPRING ISLANDERS TAKING CLIMATE ACTION ON MAY 5

NEW!

WORLD LEADING BRANDS

Rainwater Harvesting Systems

barrplast ics.com •  1 -800-665-4499
Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years

barrplast ics.com •  1 -800-665 -4499
Wholesale Distributors to Contractors & DIY’s for over 40 years

DOCK BUILDING 
COMPONENTS & ACCESSORIES
E-Z BUILD DOCK KIT

MOORING & 
MARKER BUOYS

FOAM FILLED FLOATATION 
MOLDED & CUSTOM

• FLOATATION & FRAME HARDWARE
• LADDERS & BUMPERS
• CLEATS, DECKING & MORE

Moving toward freedom from oil tankers ~ Sara Miles

Aquarium In Ucluelet
A longtime advertiser back for summer holiday weekends,
architects Helliwell + Smith (ad page 4) recently worked on the
aquarium in Ucluelet. Bo Helliwell tells Island Tides that the
aquarium is located above the intertidal zone, next to the
promenade overlooking Ucluelet Harbour. Inside, the building
is designed around a central saltwater pool that provides
underwater viewing of BC’s marine life. The majority of the
displays are in tanks connected by a flexible system of pipes
and valves that distribute saltwater from the inlet below. 

A Coastal Memorial
Recent advertiser Paul Walkey, from Qualicum Beach Funeral
Centre, says they are the only business in Canada offering
memorial reefs. Paul makes them himself using marine-grade
concrete, cremated remains, and seashells from the local oyster
plant. He then places the 200-pound reef balls on the seabed,
where they create habitat for marine life such as barnacles,
mussels and fish. The seashells in the mix mean that the reefs
have the correct pH level for the marine environment, and the
angular design keeps them from moving. The location and
depth, which are approved by Fisheries and Oceans Canada
before placement, are documented on a certificate for the
customer.

A Heart-lifting Stay At Poet’s Cove
Eight-year-old Emily Ben from Shawnigan Lake has been in
the news lately. She is on a two-year waitlist for surgery to begin
a leg-lengthening procedure. The sooner the operation is
completed the better for her comfort and her future. Her long
wait was brought up in the Legislature. 

Readers will have read about Poets Cove’s Mothers Day
treats on Island Tides’ pages last edition. What they may not
know is that manager Walter Kohli saw Emily’s story and
invited the little girl and her parents, Shelley and Ben, to a very
special Mothers Day weekend, including spa treatment, at the
South Pender Resort. As Shelley was working on the weekend,
the family got their morale-boosting stay just before the big
day. 

Fun With Insurance
We are looking forward to seeing Western Financial Group’s
new series of ads in upcoming Island Tides (see the first on
page 8). Many will remember the company’s eye-catching
series from past years. Drop by the Pender Island branch at the
Driftwood Centre or the Nanaimo branches at Beban Plaza
and University Village. Let managers Donna Wamer and
Janice Vawter make all your insurance needs fun.

If you know of a great business that should be on Island
Tides’pages and website, please send us an email or call us with
the name and we will be happy to talk to them about the
benefits of advertising with Island Tidesnewspaper. 0

Biz Buzz

British Columbian opposition to the Enbridge Gateway
pipeline proposal is spreading faster than an oil slick.
On May 9, a delegation from the Yinka Dene Alliance

and allied First Nations arrived in Toronto on the ‘Freedom
Train.’ They went to protest the Northern Gateway project at
Enbridge’s annual shareholders meeting.  

On its website, the group states its intention to ‘enforce our
legal ban on the Enbridge Northern Gateway oil pipelines and
tankers project, and to stand up for our freedom to choose our
own future.’ They brought the Save the Fraser Declaration to
Enbridge’s leadership and financial observers. A representative
from the Coastal First Nations also brought their Declaration. 

The Alliance is encouraging Canadians to sign an online
petition at freedomtrain2012.nationbuilder.com, with the
message: ‘We call on Parliament to recognize the decision that
has been taken by the Yinka Dene Alliance and other First

Nations to ban tarsands pipelines and tankers in their lands and
waters–including the proposed Enbridge Northern Gateway
pipeline and tanker project.’

‘We are taking an effort to reach out to as many people
Canada-wide as possible, and hopefully beyond our normal
base of support,’ said Geraldine Thomas-Flurer, Enbridge
Coordinator of the Yinka Dene Alliance, in an email. 

‘The Yinka Dene Alliance is not a list-building organization
and our authority does not depend on endorsement by those
outside of our communities,’ she continued. ‘However, we know
that people are supporting First Nations in this fight and we
would like to be able to show it in numbers. The list generated
will be used rarely, but strategically, in the future.’

At press time, more than 14,000 people had already signed
the petition to stop Enbridge’s plans for an 1,100-kilometre
pipeline from the tar sands to the BC Coast. 0
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Every Saturday until Thanksgiving
Pender Islands’ Farmers’ Market—fresh, local
produce, baked goods, local art, artisan works &
demonstrations, culinary delights; guest
speakers on current topics, buskers, musicians;
bring your friends and family, enjoy lunch or a
snack, you never know what you’ll find or who
you’ll meet! • Community Hall • 9:30am-1pm •
Info: www.pifi.ca • PENDER ISLAND

Sat, Sun & Mon, May 19, 20 & 21
Victoria Day Weekend Family Fun Swims—
enjoy the wavepool, waterslide, pirate ship,
toddler pool, swirlpool, family changerooms,
steam, sauna, and diving boards • Saanich
Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk Lake Drive
(right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak exit) • 
SAT: 1-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm; SUN: 1-4pm; 6-8pm;
MON: 10am-noon, 1-4 pm • SAANICH 

Saturday & Sunday, May 19 & 20
Denman Pottery Tour 25th Anniversary Clay
Celebration—10 unique pottery studios, with
outdoor sculpture, jewellery, pottery for home
use and decoration • Free maps @ Buckley Bay
ferry booth & the Island Arts Centre (top of ferry
hill) • Studios open 10am-5pm • Info:
www.denmanpottery2012.blogspot.com •
DENMAN ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, May 19 & 20
‘Transformations’—breathtaking display of joy
with fiddles, presented by North Shore Celtic
Ensemble • SATMAY 19: 7pm, Community Hall,
South Galiano Island • SUNMAY 20: 3pm,
Community Hall, Pender Island • Tickets: $10
Adults & students, $5 Children Under 12 @
Galiano Island Books and Talisman Books &
Gallery • Info: www.nsce.ca • GALIANO &
PENDER ISLANDS

Wed, May 23 thru Sun, June 3
Intrepid Theatre’s 15th annual Uno Fest—live
solo comedy, drama, dance, spoken word and

more, featuring Carmen
Aguirre, The Birdmann
(Australia), Mike Delamont,
Hawksley Workman, and 5th
anniversary performances of
Jake’s Gift • Single tickets
$16-25,  discount 5-show
passes • Metro Studio &

Intrepid Theatre Club • Info: 250.590.6291,
www.intrepidtheatre.com • VICTORIA

Thursday, May 24
17th Annual Bob Dylan Birthday Party—an
evening listening to, or performing your favourite

Bob Dylan tunes • Galiano
Community Hall • Potluck 5:30

pm, show 7pm, Bob’s cake at
8:30pm • Admission: donation to
Galiano Community Land & Housing

Trust • Performers’ or general info:
please call Tom Hennessy, 250.539.2960 •
GALIANO ISLAND

Thursday, May 24
Deadline to make formal delegation to June
Trust Council—receive an appointment through
msmith@islandstrust.bc.ca, or fax 250.405.5155,
www.islandstrust.bc.ca/tc/addresstips.cfm;
JUNE 12-14: Trust Council Meeting on Pender
Island; JUNE 13 : Town Hall 1:30pm  at •
Community Hall • Info: After June 4, view
agenda at www.islandstrust.bc.ca, and at the
Victoria, Salt Spring and Gabriola Trust offices

Saturday & Sunday, May 26 & 27
3rd Annual Energy Expo: Holistic Health &
Metaphysics–workshops, classes, lectures, and

exhibitors offering
healing sessions,
psychic readings and
so much more! • 12-
5pm • James Bay
Community Centre,

140 Oswego Street • Tickets: $10/day @ the
door • Info: www.victoriaenergyexpo.com,
778.433.7334 • VICTORIA

Wednesday, May 30
Journey to Kapasseni: A Refugee’s Gift (2001)
& Return to Kapasseni (2011)—Gettin’ Higher
Choir co-director Shivon Robinsong shares
uplifting movies of two aid trips to Mozambique;
screening co-sponsored by St Peter Anglican
Church, the evening is a fundraiser for the
project • 7:30pm • Anglican Church Hall • By
donation • Info: 250.386.3181 • PENDER
ISLAND

Saturday & Sunday, June 2 & 3
Quadra Island Studio Tour—26 studios & 40
artists & craftspeople, group exhibition at

Quadra Community Centre •
SAT: 10am–5pm; SUN:
10am–4pm • Tickets: $5,
kids under 13 free @
Campbell River Art Gallery,
Comox Valley Art Gallery

(Courtenay), Hummingbird Office Supply,
Quadra Tourist Info Centre, Quadra Island
Resorts • Info: www.quadraislandarts.com •
QUADRA ISLAND

Saturday, June 2
Skagway–powerful original bluegrass songs

and instrumentals, fast picking,
and an energetic stage
presence, presented by Mayne
Island Music Society • 8:00pm •
Ag Hall • Tickets: $15 @ Home
Hardware, Farmgate Store,
Happy Tides & the door • Info:
www.mayneislandmusic.ca •

MAYNE ISLAND

Sunday, June 3
Pancake Breakfast: Pender Islands Lions
Club/HealthCare Society—enjoy a hearty
pancake and sausage breakfast; proceeds to
help purchase equipment for the medical clinic •
Memories Restaurant • 8-10am • Tickets: Adults
$10, Children Under 12 $5 • Info: Mark Slater
250.629.3172, Rhoda Waddington
250.629.6292 • PENDER ISLAND

June 15 to September 16
ArtCraft—fine arts and crafts at
BC’s longest running show:
ceramics, fibre arts, basketry,
painting, accessories, jewelry,
wood… decorative and functional,
The best of Salt Spring in downtown
Ganges • Open 7 days a week at Mahon Hall,
114 Rainbow Road • Info: 250.537.0899,
www.ssartscouncil.com • SALT SPRING
ISLAND

Sat-Sun, June 23-24 & Sat, July 7
Canadian Firearms Safety Course–
introduction to firearms safety and regulations,
requirement for your Possession and Acquisition
Licence in Canada, taught by Master Firearms
Instructor with 20+ years experience • JUNE 23
& 24: Non–restricted $175; JULY 7: Restricted,
$150 • 8:30am-4pm • Registration:
250.629.7809, before June 15 • Classes at
Hope Bay Studio • PENDER ISLAND

What’s On?
VANCOUVER ISLAND & ALL THE GULF ISLANDS

artist gallery and  gift shop

june to september
open daily 10-5

Come in and be inspired

salt spring island

compiled by sara miles

Single venue: $33.60  /  $39.20 with image 
Multi-venue: $44.80  /  $50.40 with image
Payment with order by Visa or MasterCard

What’s On in your community?
islandtides@islandtides.com • 250-629-3660
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Going Boating May-Long?
Maybe you will see some whales! Sadly, the
Southern Resident killer whales, seen
frequently around the Gulf Islands, are listed
as endangered. Last year the American
National Marine Fisheries Service introduced
new federal regulations that prohibit vessels
from approaching any killer whale closer than
200 yards in Washington State waters. Power
Squadron member Sara Steil says that
Canadian boaters usually follow the US
regulations, which also forbid vessels from
intercepting a whale or positioning the vessel
in its path. The rules apply to all types of boats,
including motorboats, sailboats and kayaks. 
May There Be Celebrations
Spring is officially here–Mayne’s May Day is
on Saturday, May 19! The festivities are
underway at 1pm at the Farmer’s Market, with
music, the May Queen, dancing, games and
refreshments. As always, everyone is welcome:
elves, faeries and others.
Connecting Climate Dots

Nadine Shelly reports that Salt Spring Island’s
‘Connect the Dots’ event on May 5 was a huge
success. Over 250 people turned out to the
event, dubbed Black Saturday, dressed in black
to symbolize their opposition to oil pipelines
leading to BC’s coast. ‘We did a procession
through Ganges accompanied by a giant mock
pipeline and a samba band!’ said Shelly.
Connecting the dots to climate change, as
evidenced by this–350.org’s most recent global
climate action day–seems to be pretty easy
these days. (See photo, page 5.)

Choir Changing Tune
Pender Island Children’s Choir accompanyist
Kathy Curtis called to let us know that Bruce
and Dana McConchie are retiring from leading
the choir. After nine years of bringing almost
30 kids together in weekly song, the
McConchies are planning to travel. Kathy says
they did an amazing job working with the kids,
and will be missed. 

Park Planning With A
Reduced Budget

One of Canada’s newest parks, management
strategy for the Gulf Islands National Park
Reserve (GINPR) is still being developed. A
new management plan will soon replace
interim guidelines that were approved in 2006. 

The public are being invited to provide
input on the process at several open houses.
Draft 15-year objectives include enhancing the
visitor experience of the Park, raising public
awareness, and engaging stakeholders,
particularly First Nations (see ‘What’s On’, left). 

In April at a Pender Parks Canada liaison
committee meeting, topics such as trails
maintenance, invasive species, and
development of the National Marine
Conservation Area were discussed. 

At that meeting, Superintendent Wayne
Bourque announced that Parks Canada’s
budget will be reduced by $29.2 million by
2015. He said the reduction will be achieved in
part by reducing the operating season of
national parks, ‘streamlining’ Service Centre
operations, and limiting social science by
making use of market research done by others.

The open houses will be on: Wednesday,
May 23 from 4:30-7:30pm at the Pender
Island Community Hall, at Mayne Island’s Ag
Hall from 12-3pm on Saturday, May 26, and at
the Centre for Dialogue in Vancouver on
Thursday, May 31 from 3-6pm. 

Whoops! 
The new ReCYCLE Community Bike Shop on
Pender Island is operated and managed by the
Recycling Depot. Bike mechanic Laurie Brown,
who was featured on Island Tides front page
last edition, works at the Bike Shop. We must
credit the amazing Recycling Depot board and
staff for making this exciting new resource
available to Pender Islanders! 

(Pender Islanders, remember to fill in the
Moving Around Pender transportation survey
too, details on page 5.) 0

Round the Islands‘Elizabeth’ is 22nd Hornby eagle ~ Doug Carrick

Many Islanders have been following
the Hornby Island eagles for years.
In their old age, the eagles are still

reproducing. On April 23 their first egg
hatched, and two days later, they celebrated by
mating in a nearby tree.

I felt like celebrating too–not in a tree, but
perhaps a glass of wine. After all, they are 29-
years-old. The life expectancy of eagles in the
wild is considered to be a maximum of 30
years.

Six years ago, the first year that the Hornby
eagles were on a webcam, they laid two eggs,
but neither hatched. It was assumed they were
beyond reproductive years. Since then they

have produced six eaglets; in 22 years, they
have had 22 eaglets.

Last year’s eagles were named after
Alexandra Morton, who has done so much to
save the wild salmon, and for David Suzuki,
who has done so much for every aspect of the
environment. This year’s new chick is named
Elizabeth after Elizabeth May, the first
member of the Green Party elected to the
Canadian Parliament. It is hoped that
whenever people see eagles they will be
reminded of the environment.

We built our house on Hornby Island in
1989 and the eagles built their nest that same

EAGLES, please turn to page 7
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- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

20+ years experience
Metal roofs & torch-on
Excellent references. 
BBB, Licensed, Insured, 
WCB, Visa, M/C.

www.soarecontracting.com

250-474-7325

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

• WATERWELLS

• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVE WELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

An Island Family Business for 46
Years!

1-800-746-7444 
250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

Advisory services for
Water Wells
Aquifers

Groundwater

Hy-Geo Consulting

250.658.1701
www.hy-geo.com

information@hy-geo.com

FREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842
250-732-4285

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

Dave 250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

“We don’t stand 
behind our work, 

we stand behind a tree.”

MOORINGS

Chris West 
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

Dock Chain Inspection 
& Replacement

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

TV/INTERNET
Shaw Cable: For local Shaw
promotions, products & services for
North & South Pender, Mayne &
Galiano Islands, contact Jay: 250-
940-3972, shawpenderjay@shaw.ca,
please leave message.

MUSIC
Closing out sale at Sidney
Musicworks. 20%–50% off everything
in the store! #5-2353 Bevan Avenue.
Store Hours: 11-5:30 M-F 9:30-4 Sat.
250-656-1900.

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Near Sidney &  Victoria
Mention this ad for discount

GSA 
AUTORENTALS.COM

To advertise, call
250-629-3660

To advertise, call
250-629-3660

ISLANDS BULLETIN BOARD
AUTOMOTIVE

NEXT DEADLINE May 23 PHONE OR EMAIL Sara or Christa at 250-629-3660, islandtides@islandtides.com
WORD ADS $16+hst (25 words), additional words 25¢ each  

BOXED ADS B&W: $24.50/inch+hst  COLOUR: $31.80/inch+hst DISCOUNTS Prepaid multi-issue series

Ronald Besley 
& Sons Inc. 

Your one stop shop.
30 years experience–houses,

additions, renovations.
Licensed and insured. 
All work professionally

completed. 

Design, Drawings, Permits, Construction

Contact Ron for a friendly free estimate:

HAVE BOAT,  WILL TRAVEL
rbesley@shaw.ca  • 250.537.8885

Topping /Thinning
Pruning

250.668.2186

Tree Removal

Arborist by Boat 
John Racine
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Ship To Shore

Tree Service
Island-to-Island

 Does Everyone Mumble? Maybe it’s time to get your hearing checked...
Call 1.800.563.4327 or visit connecthearing.ca to book a  
complimentary hearing screening and FREE hearing aid trial.

MARINE SERVICES

The moon was spectacular on May 5! That the moon, so
much a presence in the dark of night does not generate
its silvery light, but reflects from the hidden sun-star is

in itself intriguing. ‘Super moon,’ new hoopla term! 14% bigger
and 30% brighter could be an ad for a new light installation
instead of our old friend, the moon. 

Nights and days seem to run together at this time of the
year. I hear bats squeaking and shadowing about when I go to
bed and when I get up. Caterpillar tents are just beginning to
show silver in the fruit trees. The huge bitter cherry is full of
buzzing pollinators and California purple finches, it sounds as
if it will take flight! People are talking animatedly about sailing,
grandchildren coming for summer, and about their gardens!

Performing the Tides
Saturna multimedia artist Mark Timmings set local tidal data
to music with co-creator Stephen Morris, a specialist in
medieval music. Members of our choir ‘sang’ the high- and low-
tide points of the days in the musical score. Our renowned
choirmaster Sharon Schermbrucker ‘sang’ the moon and all
were accompanied by cellist Nancy Angermeyer ‘playing’ the
sun. The collaboration is titled Narvaez Bay: Tidal Predictions
for 2012. 

‘When sung, the ebb and flow of the tide become the breath
of voices,’ Timmings explains. ‘I wanted to bring Saturna
Community together in an act of embodiment of its natural
environment. Climate change and and environmental
destruction are big topics these days. We often feel insignificant
in the vast universe. Perhaps the experience of hearing
Narvaez Bay helps us to understand that every note in the
tides, and every voice that sings or listens to it, is an essential
part of the whole.’

Saturna Heritage Centre
After four years of effort by the Saturna Heritage Committee,
June 2 is the opening celebration of the Saturna Heritage
Centre in the restored fog alarm building. The red-roofed,
white-shingled East Point Light Station, with its sweeping

HOME AND PROPERTY SERVICES

www.islandtides.com

year. Twenty-three years later, we are still
here and the eagles are still a going concern. 

The amazing thing is that eagles change
their nest every six years on average, and so
do humans (their homes). What a
coincidence that we both have remained
neighbours for so long. This has enabled a
complete set of observations on the life of
one eagle family, which is rare if not unique.

These eagles were also the first to be
observed around the world on a live
streaming webcam. I had cameras in the
nest cabled down to my television, but it was
David Hancock who first saw the potential
for live-streaming and went on to do it. A
new eagle cam is at www.hornbyeagles.com.

Meanwhile, young sandhill cranes are
hatching at the Hancock Wildlife
Foundation in Surrey. The HWF also has
several projects studying and rearing live
cranes, pheasants and turacos. They always
need live-in volunteers to help with this or
the eagle cams. 

See www.hancockwildlife.org for the
webcams and volunteering info. 0

EAGLES from page 6
transferred to the province if the environmental
assessment in that province is ‘as good or better’ than
the federal one. Where is that?’ Of course, when I ask
these specific questions, it is because I am pretty sure
that I haven’t missed anything. 

The ministers tend to look back at me, blinking
slightly. They mention that it is a very long and
complex bill. Yes it is, but I have read it and I missed
the section they just told the House was in the Act.
Where is it? Then the look on their face is like the
‘lapine’ word from Watership Down for a rabbit
caught in headlights on a road: ‘tharn’.

There is much more, but for now, I urge
constituents to join growing calls for removal of
environmental laws from Bill C-38. The Harper
Conservatives have gone too far. Previous Progressive
Conservative Fisheries Ministers Tom Siddon and
John Fraser have both spoken out against the
horrifying changes to the Fisheries Act. 

Write letters to the editors of the nation’s
newspapers. Contact the other Opposition leaders
(Rae and Mulcair) and urge that they join me in a
strategy to derail this juggernaut of abuse. For more
details about Bill C-38, go to www.elizabethmaymp.ca.
Together, we can make Stephen Harper regret taking
aim at nature. 0

OTTAWA REPORT from page 3

SaturnaNotes 
Priscilla Ewbank

views of Tumbo Island, the Gulf of Georgia
and Boundary Pass, has become iconic for
the Southern Gulf Islands. The Saturna
Heritage Committee with full cooperation
from landowner Gulf Islands National Park
Reserve has lovingly restored the shell of the
building and converted the inside to
marvelous display panels and tables with
media presentations of local history. 

East Point Light Station was close to
where the English, Spanish and Russian
explorers sailed their wooden-hulled boats, looking to advance their national treasuries
and the influence of their respective countries. 

From the rocks below the lighthouse, orcas were captured from ‘L’ pod in the 1960s
fto be sent to marine theme parks. This is where deep nutrient-rich layers of sea water
reach the surface to feed fish that in turn feed nine species of sea mammals. Around the
lighthouse is a deep midden where First Nations camped and fished for halibut, cod and
salmon.

Salmon Enhancement
Rick Jones went up to Nanaimo on the first weekend in May to accept a plaque from
Department of Fisheries and Oceans, honouring 20 years of successful work on the
Saturna Island Salmon Enhancement Society Project. Rick and a dedicated group of
Saturna Islanders supported by passionate staff of Fisheries and Oceans and Ministry of
Environment have improved and continue to work to enhance the capabilities of Lyall
Creek and the estuary to support spawning salmon and cutthroat trout. The continuing
strong interest in the Lyall Creek Salmon project is evidence of how deeply people identify
with this marvelous fish that comes home to Lyall Creek, a natural abundance to which
we humans respond. 0
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Buying, Selling or Renting on the Gulf Islands?
www.docksiderealty.ca
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bookstore

1.877.795.BOOK
ltrent@uniserve.com

250-629-6944
Driwood Ctr, Pender Island BC

Art Show Opening May 16

Book Launch May 19
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Mary Lottridge

Shivaun Gannon
‘Listen To Your Heart’
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“A lot of thought went into �nding the perfect �rst house, 
...that’s why we insure our home through Western Financial Group.”

To get a quick quote visit or call:
HOME

INSURANCE

-Western 
Financial Group-

-Best Service Guarant
ee-

Auto    |    Home   |    Business    |    Farm    |    Life    |    Travel    |    Pet    |   Financial Services
helping our communities with all their insurance needs

Photo: Keith Berringer
On May 6, members of the Pender Highlanders took part in a parade through Sooke to honour
VE day, the battle of the Atlantic.  The Sooke Legion, Branch 54 hosted the parade and ceremony
to commemorate the Second World War victory in Europe. Here, the Highlanders are seen on
their return home, playing for the Queen of Cumberland’s captain, who was once a piper himself.

Spring Fishing
OU T D O O RS W I T H RA L P H S H AW

Using the conditions with which we were
presented, we had a successful day catching
several nice fish, but we were not catching
many large ones. My first largish trout was
about 14 inches. While cleaning it, I looked to
see what the stomach contained. Sure enough,
several medium-sized dragonfly nymphs,
some of them still alive. This prompted me to
concentrate my remaining fishing time on the
action at the bottom of the lake rather than
what was happening on the surface. A short
time later I hooked and landed a magnificent
trophy-class trout that was so full of dragonfly
nymphs, I wondered how it even had room for
my fly.

As the end of a wonderful day approached,

I noticed some swallows actively feeding over
an area in the middle of the lake. On my way
back to the launch site, I fished through the
area where the birds were feeding. I had the
thrill of losing two large trout to end a perfect
day on the water.

A fishing trip does not end with my time on
the water. When I got home we put the large
fish in the fridge to be chilled and cured for
dinner the next day. The trophy trout with
asparagus shoots from Elaine’s garden formed
the main dish of our spring festival dinner. It
was completed with fresh rhubarb sauce over
vanilla ice cream—we do indeed live on an
island paradise. 0

Living Oceans appoints
new executive director

The Living Oceans Society announced in April that
Karen Wristen has been appointed as the new
Executive Director of the marine conservation

organization. Karen takes the reins from Jennifer Lash,
outgoing founder and Executive Director, who now heads
the Sisu Institute.

Karen holds a law degree from Osgoode Hall Law School
and has extensive experience in non-profit management
and development. She has been an advocate for oceans and
fisheries issues for over 17 years and a member of the Board
of Directors of Living Oceans since its inception in 1998.

Prior to accepting this appointment, Karen provided
consulting and management services to a wide variety of
non-profit environmental and social justice organizations.
She practised environmental law with Ecojustice (then
Sierra Legal Defence Fund), where her extensive experience
in strategic litigation included cases on behalf of public
interest environmental groups, First Nations and other civil
society groups. She has worked effectively in multi-
stakeholder processes to achieve legislative reform and
policy development, and has consulted internationally on
strategic program development.

‘My background in advocacy, negotiation and public
speaking will be useful to the organization as we continue
our leadership role in the effort to protect Canada’s Pacific
coast,’ says Karen. ‘I look forward to the challenge of taking
on this position at a time when Canada’s environmental
laws are coming under unprecedented attack by the Harper
government.’

Karen will split her time between Living Oceans’ home
office in Sointula and its Vancouver branch. Living Oceans
is the largest organization in Canada focusing exclusively on
marine conservation and advocates for oceans that are
managed for the common good, according to science-based
policies that consider ecosystems in their entirety.

Karen is very involved in her community of Bowen
Island where she has volunteered as a member of several
municipal advisory groups and non-profits. She currently
chairs both the Bowen Island Heritage Preservation
Association and the Bowen Agricultural Alliance. 0

Spring is a time when we seem to take exceptional
pleasure in participating in the rapidly changing world
of nature. Traditionally we are emerging from the

doldrums of winter into an exciting world of new growth
enhanced by the magic of migrating birds, blossoms bursting
forth in mystical beauty, songs of birds courting and declaring
territory all add to the joys of a spring day. 

From the still waters of lakes, insects begin to emerge as they
prepare for their final journey of mating and creating new life.
From the garden, the flowers have opened from the sleeping
bulbs into the organized beauty of the flower beds. From the
quiet earth, the rhubarb and asparagus miraculously sprout
from the cool soil to bring gifts of fresh food. Spring is indeed a
season of extraordinary time of changing life and excitement.

It was against this backdrop that we went fly fishing on
Spider Lake one day in early May. For anglers of any persuasion,
it was a joyous day to be on the water; for fly fishers it was the
type of day that presents many challenges as we try to ‘match
the hatch.’ 

It is one thing to see trout rising on the surface and quite
another to present them with an imitation fly that represents
what they are feeding upon. These hidden challenges are what
make this particular brand of fishing so intellectually
challenging, on a life-long basis. More often than not, solving
the riddle of the exact fly pattern is more important to the fisher
than the actual results of catching the deceived trout. It is also
important to understand that, while there may be much going
on around you on the surface, there is also the strong possibility
that what you can’t see under the surface may also be a factor
in whether or not you put any fish in your net.

As the lake water warms, it creates conditions for the insects
to emerge. These same conditions are ideal for foraging
dragonfly nymphs that feed on the emerging pupae in the
depths of the lake. This in turn attracts the attention of larger
trout that enjoy fresh dragonfly nymphs while the smaller trout
are busy feasting at the surface. 


