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On the green at the Galiano Golf & Country Club. Summer’s finest—sunny days with friends in the open air. 

As communities around BC rally to oppose Enbridge’s
proposed Northern Gateway Pipeline, residents on the
south coast are becoming increasingly concerned about
Kinder Morgan’s proposal to double the capacity of its 59-
year-old Trans Mountain Pipeline that terminates in
Burnaby (see also related article, to the right).
Tsleil-Waututh Nation has publicly opposed the

expansion of the Trans Mountain Pipeline, the terminus
of which is on Tsleil-Waututh territory on the south shore
of Burrard Inlet in Burnaby. Vancouver was the first
municipality to formally oppose the project. Although city
council does not have legal power to stop the Trans
Mountain expansion, it is raising awareness of the risk of
spills from both the pipeline and associated oil tankers.
Vancouver City Councillor Adriane Carr, who tabled one
of the first motions on the issue, shared her concerns
about the project with Island Tides.
It was several years ago when Carr first heard about

Kinder Morgan’s plan to twin its existing 1,150-km
pipeline from Alberta to the BC coast. The expansion was
part of Kinder Morgan’s original plans when it acquired
the pipeline in 2005, but there was no public consultation.
As people started to hear about this, rallies were held to
call for greater transparency. ‘It was happening by stealth,’
said Carr. 
Gateway is not the only project, Carr reminds. ‘My

worry is that if there’s too great a focus on just saying ‘no’
to Northern Gateway, that Kinder Morgan will slip in as
the default option,’ explained Carr. She continued to
attend rallies and raise awareness, and brought a banner
to Ottawa on behalf of Tanker Free BC, the Wilderness
Committee and the No Tanks Coalition. 

In May 2011, Carr ran as Green Party of Canada
candidate in Vancouver Centre, receiving half as many
votes as the elected Liberal MP, Hedy Fry, and trailing the
NDP and Conservative candidates by just 10%. Last
November, Carr was elected to Vancouver City Council. 
Action on Kinder Morgan’s pipeline proposal continued.

In May this year, Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson and
and Council passed a motion expressing the city’s
‘strenuous’ opposition to any increase in oil tanker traffic
through Vancouver, or measures that lead to increased oil
tanker traffic, citing an ‘unacceptable and unmitigated risk
to Vancouver’s economy and environment.’ The motion
also set a precedent for Vancouver to hold its own public
hearings on the project if the National Energy Board (NEB)
does not.

Equivalency Agreement
Two months later, another motion passed, initiated by
Carr and seconded by Councillor Andrea Reimer. In it,
Council agreed to request an independent provincial
assessment of Kinder Morgan’s proposal. Only three of
ten councillors opposed the motion. This assessment
could be achieved, she says, by not listing the Kinder
Morgan project in the Environmental Assessment
Equivalency Agreement (EA) that the BC government
signed with the National Energy Board in 2010. 
The Northern Gateway Pipeline is currently included

in the EA, which, in the name of ‘efficiency’, signs away
BC’s right to do its own environmental assessment on
Northern Gateway and other projects. With the recent
changes to the federal environmental assessment process,
Carr says it is ‘really irresponsible’ for BC to abrogate that

TRANS MOUNTAIN, please turn to page 8

Dilbit tankers already crossing
the strait weekly ~ Patrick Brown
At least once a week, oil tankers carrying diluted bitumen already sail past
British Columbia’s Southern Gulf Islands, and the San Juan Islands in the
United States. This is happening despite the fact that, if there were a spill,
the industry doesn’t know how to  clean it up (see BOX, page 2). The tar sands
industry is pushing to make it one tanker every day.
Kinder Morgan bought the Trans Mountain pipeline in 2005, as part of

the purchase of Terasen from the BC government. They sold off the rest of
Terasen, but retained the pipeline, which even then had insufficient capacity
to serve its original customers, refineries in BC and Washington State, with
conventional crude oil.
Kinder Morgan proposes to ‘twin’ the pipeline, increasing flow from

300,000 barrels per day (bpd) to 750,000 bpd. This additional capacity

TANKERS, please turn to page 2
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Long-time Pender Island resident George Ross-Smith passed
away on Wednesday, September 5 at Saanich Peninsula
Hospital. George was just over a month from his 75th birthday,
and although his health had declined in recent years it was still
a shock to hear of his passing.
George Alfred Ross-Smith was

born October 14, 1937 in Cornwall,
Ontario. In 1947, George’s father
Ashton bought the Menzies farm on
Pender Island and moved the family
to the farm, a few years before Pender
Island had electricity. 
In his teens, George went to

Montreal and became an electrician.
He married Marilyn in 1963, and in
1965 George and Marilyn and their
growing family moved from Montreal to Pender Island.
George worked as an electrician on the Magic Lake Estates
development, and he later worked in Vancouver on the
construction of the Bentall Buildings. He also worked for the
Ministry of Transportation, later with JJM, maintaining the
roads of Pender. 
George was also a farmer. He raised cattle and sheep and

produced hay on the Ross-Smith Farm for many years.  He
often spoke of how he looked forward to retirement so that he
could farm full-time. He especially liked the hay season and
would spend many hours on his tractor, mowing, raking and
baling. Many island children had their first farm experience
with George, helping lift bales onto the wagon and getting a
good old-fashioned hayride. George was more than a farmer,
he was a farmer’s farmer. He would help out if someone
needed hay baled or thistles cut, or a field tilled for a market

garden. He taught newer farmers various skills. When he
wasn’t physically able to do the tractor work or keep livestock
anymore, he allowed other farmers to cut hay and keep
livestock on his farm.

George also took a great
interest in community and was an
active member of the Royal
Canadian Legion for 52 years. He
was also was a member of the
Pender Island Farmers’ Institute
for many years, and took a special
interest in the Pender Islands Fall
Fair. George was one of the
barbeque cooks for the famous
Fall Fair Barbeque until recently
when he passed the reins onto the

younger cooks.  When the Fair moved to the current site at the
Community Hall next to his farm, George allowed parking in
his hay field, taking the time to mow the field a second time
just before the Fair. He was also supportive of the Community
Garden located on the Ross-Smith Farm, which he tilled while
he was physically able. 
A graveside service was held on Saturday, September 15,

followed by a celebration of life, at the Royal Canadian Legion
on Pender Island.
George was predeceased by his son Scott. He is survived by

his wife Marilyn, son Randall, daughter Catherine, grandsons
Geoffrey, Nicholas, Jorden, JJ and granddaughter Britney. He
is also survived by his sister Jean (Wally) Bradley and brother
Ian, and many nieces and nephews. George was a true island
character, an independent soul who had a wide circle of friends
and interests. He will be dearly missed. – BJG0

GEORGE ROSS-SMITH 1937–2012

would be entirely devoted to shipping tarsands dilbit, from the
Westridge Terminal in Burnaby, to California and Asia, where
it would attract prices higher than in central North America. It’s
estimated this would mean a tanker every day from Westridge.
Those once-a-week tankers now embarking now are just
samplers.

Spilling Dilbit
Nobody has any experience with a spill of dilbit into salt water.
And while the industry-financed Western Canada Marine
Response Corporation is set up to respond quickly to a spill, half
a dozen tidal cycles could distribute a spill over many miles of
water and shoreline before they could arrive to contain it. And
then they could corral only what remained on the surface.
If the spill happened on land, the situation is not much

different. The worst dilbit spill ever recorded in North America
occurred on the Kalamazoo River in Michigan in July 2010. So
far it has cost over $700 million to clean up, and it’s not finished
yet. People who lived near the river are still suffering from
breathing the fumes. The Enbridge pipeline which burst into
the Kalamzoo was built in 1953, the same year as the Trans
Mountain pipeline. And Trans Mountain is now carrying the
same product.

Cutting Back Local Supply
Trans Mountain’s original purpose was to supply crude oil to
BC and Washington refineries. Historically, the original refinery
customers of the Trans Mountain pipeline had priority. Back in
2003, requests for use of the pipeline exceeded its capacity and,
for the first time, all shippers did not get the space they wanted.
The Burnaby Chevron refinery applied to the National Energy
Board (NEB) for a Priority Destination order, and the NEB
limited ship-loading from Westridge to three per month. In
2005, this was cut back to two ships per month. However, by
2010, there were 71,  an average of almost six per month.

Meanwhile, Kinder Morgan and the shippers negotiated an
elaborate ‘apportionment’ system, with land shipments split
between Canadian and export customers in the US. Trans
Mountain combined the land categories in 2008. This seemed
to result in shippers requesting more space than they needed
in order to ensure they got enough. 
For this September, Chevron found that they could only get

one-third of the pipeline space they needed, and have resorted
to bringing in crude oil by a combination of rail and truck. They
say that apportionment since November 2010 has been ‘more
severe, more longlasting, and less predictable than ever before’.
Once more, it has applied for priority consideration, but the
NEBwill not hear its application until January 2013.
Meanwhile, Kinder Morgan claim to be ‘the only oilsands

pipeline serving the west coast of Canada’. They are
undoubtedly watching the Enbridge Northern Gateway
hearings very closely. 0 

TANKERS from page 1 The Tanker Route & Spill Hazard
The Trans Mountain pipeline’s dilbit comes from the Alberta
tar sands, and is loaded into tankers at the Westridge Terminal
on Burrard Inlet in Burnaby. 
The tankers are navigated (with two pilots and escort tugs)

through Second Narrows, across Vancouver Harbour, past
Stanley Park, under the Lions Gate Bridge at First Narrows,
across English Bay, out into the Strait of Georgia, through
Boundary Pass, past Saturna’s East Point, down through Haro
Strait between the Southern Gulf Islands on the Canadian side,
and the San Juan Islands on the US side, past Victoria, and out
into the Strait of Juan de Fuca.
The potential for damage and pollution from an accident is

massive and unprecedented. And, as Enbridge was forced to
admit at recent Northern Gateway hearings, oil spill clean-up
plans are based on conventional heavy crude, using
containment booms and skimmers. A spill of diluted bitumen
separates into the bitumen, a thick, sticky, tarry substance that
sinks below the surface, and the lighter petroleum condensate
used as diluent, most of which evaporates in a toxic cloud.
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The Federal Electoral Boundaries Commission for BC is
holding public hearings on the new federal electoral map
it recently proposed. The commission makes final

decisions about where the electoral boundaries will be located
after consultation, giving the public and members of Parliament
an opportunity to express their views and participate in the
process.
Written comments will be accepted until October 18, and the

public is invited to meet the commission to discuss its proposal
at these places and times (more listed on the website):
•Vancouver: Simon Fraser University Harbour Centre, 515
West Hastings St, Sept 24, 2pm & 7pm. 
•Richmond: Best Western Abercorn , 9260 Bridgeport Rd,
Sept 25, 7pm 

•New Westminster: Inn at the Quay, 900 Quayside Dr,  Sept
26, 7 pm 
•Coquitlam: Executive Plaza Hotel & Conference Centre, 405
North Rd, Sept 27, 2pm 
•Courtenay: Crown Isle Resort & Golf Community, 399
Clubhouse Dr, Oct 15, 7pm 
•Nanaimo: Coast Bastion Inn, 11 Bastion St, Oct 16, 7pm
•Victoria: Victoria Conference Centre, 720 Douglas St, Oct 17,
7pm
•Burnaby: Holiday Inn Express Metrotown, 4405 Central
Blvd, Oct 18, 7pm. 
For more information, visit www.federal-redistribution.ca

under British Columbia–Public Hearings, or phone
1.855.747.7236. 0
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Whoops!
In Patrick Brown’s article ‘Elizabeth May’s Voice For Sanity’
he stated: ‘She expressed her disgust at the government for
refusing to accept a single word in amendment of the bill, and
contempt for Conservative MPs who all voted against every
amendment.’ The words ‘disgust’ and ‘contempt’ were not in
May’s keynote address. However, on previous occasions she
has expressed her disgust at the government for refusing to
accept a single word  in amendment of Bill C-38. She has also
noted that a number of Conservative MPs, who had all voted
against every one of her amendments, had come up to her
after the vote to congratulate her on her work. She had said
she appreciated the courage these Conservatives showed in
acknowledging her leadership. 
Also in the September 6 edition, the photo on page 12 was

taken at Princess Louisa Marine Park near Chatterbox Falls,
not at Desolation Sound as indicated by the caption. 0

The Good Things That Are Happening
Elizabeth May

From most of my Island Tides columns, one could
conclude that my every waking hour was absorbed in
documenting the horrific decisions of the current federal

government. It has become a truism that Mr Harper seeks
decision-based evidence-making in preference to evidence-
based decision-making. 
Fortunately, a great deal of my life is spent working with

wonderful initiatives in Saanich-Gulf Islands. It is well
recognized that the area, like much of Canada, has a
housing crisis. We need low-income housing and
we need affordable housing. With the federal
government having backed out of housing in
the previous Liberal deficit-cutting era, the
current federal government has only extended
its reach to help for housing for the disabled,
seniors and First Nations. And even in those
categories the federal help is minimal. 
The good news is the great variety of local

initiatives in housing. These tend to be volunteer-
run, charitably funded and largely under the radar. One
of the champs in this area is the Royal Canadian Legion. It was
a wonderful surprise to me to realize that all those poppy sales
not only help veterans (and do a lot of powerful good in funding
programmes for Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, and other
programmes the Department of Veterans Affairs should be
doing, but isn’t), but also support projects for housing for any
low-income senior—regardless of whether they are veterans or
not. 
Out on East Saanich Road, Legion Manor is a fabulous, well-

run facility for low income seniors. It includes 77 rooms for
independent living for individuals as well as 66 units for
supported extended care and for seniors with disabilities.
Legion volunteers run great activities at the Manor, in arts and
crafts and music. (By the way, if anyone on the Peninsula is a
competent weaver, Legion Manor has a table loom and no one
able to teach courses using it at the moment. Send me a note if
you can help out.) There is a full restaurant and fitness centre—
all built with donations through the Legion.
Housing initiatives are also in bloom on Galiano Island. I

recently toured the innovative Galiano Green housing site. As
Island Tides readers will know, Galiano volunteers have secured
the land, beautiful and forested, and will be leasing building sites
to those who qualify. This project envisions helping younger
people get an affordable roof over their head. The homes are
required to have a low ecological footprint—literally designed
to fit among the larger trees, none of which will be felled to allow
the 20 homes to be built. Each home is to be no more than 1,000
square feet. The cost is low, both because the footprint is small
and because the biggest obstacle to home ownership–being able

to afford to buy the land—is removed by leasing the land. When
Galiano Green volunteers explained the concept to Vancity, they
got very excited about the innovation of leasing land for low cost
housing. Now the model is being applied elsewhere. 
On Salt Spring Island, there have been many laudable

efforts. The Murakami family donation of land for housing
continues to provide shelter, but the needs are growing. The Salt
Spring Island Foundation did a community survey recently and

found that the need for affordable housing topped the
list of community concerns. There are many local
charities on Salt Spring working to provide
affordable housing. One of the innovative
proposals has been advocated by Salt Spring’s
Copper Kettle Community Partnership. Their
vision is of a ‘wagon wheel’ housing
development, offering many services in a hub,
with residents living more independently at the
spokes. In an April article in Salt Spring’s

Driftwood, organizer Cherie Geauvreau said, ‘At this
time, School District No. 64 could use two or three

wagon wheels to house couch-surfing students.’ 
The immediate challenge is to obtain the land. The Copper

Kettle group believes that even half-an-acre will allow the first
of the wagon wheel housing projects to be built.
Nationally, the First Nations housing crisis is receiving a lot

of media attention, but real solutions seem to defy policymakers.
One Pender Island resident has spent several years, due to his
links with the Arctic, devising affordable, modular, extendable,
housing, insulated for extreme conditions; Mike Barnes briefed
me on an approach with transportability, speed of assembly,
and energy-efficiency benefits. 
In the ’90s, Mike worked on the Pender Community Hall

Community’s building committee. Anyone who gets a glimpse
of his proposed healthy housing design for remote communities
will immediately see the similarities with the iconic trussed roof
of the Pender Island hall. 
The need for low-income, affordable housing is critical and

growing. It is a national crisis and touches the lives of seniors,
the disabled, young people, and First Nations. This short review
does not even cover all the efforts in the riding of Saanich-Gulf
Islands. We also have Habitat for Humanity housing, among
other charitable efforts. 
As is the case in so many ways, Saanich-Gulf Islands is an

innovative and creative place, leading the country. But for all
this good news of local innovation, there is no replacement for
solid, long-term support for low-income and affordable housing
by provincial and federal governments. Pushing for federal
support, so that every Canadian can count on a decent roof over
their head, is one of my goals in my work in Ottawa. 0

UVic building new Arctic ice mini-observatory 

‘The
need for
low–income,

affordable housing
is critical and
growing.’

‘Local’ hearings on proposed federal electoral map changes

The University of Victoria’s Ocean Networks Canada is
making its first foray into the Arctic, just as the sea ice
extent is setting a new record low. The observatory was

recently granted a five-year research license from the Nunavut
Research Institute for a cabled seafloor observatory system and
surface weather station in the coastal hamlet of Cambridge Bay,
Nunavut. 
The mini-observatory, using technologies developed by

UVic’s VENUS and NEPTUNE Canada networks, intends to
provide year-round, near real-time undersea monitoring of the
northern environment, and to make research data available to
the community for educational and other purposes.
‘The significance of having continuous monitoring of the

Arctic Ocean cannot be overstated,’ says Dr Kate Moran,
president and CEO of Ocean Networks Canada (ONC). ‘This
specially designed, scaled-down version of our seafloor
networks will support longer-term science-based
understanding of dramatic changes taking place in the fragile
northern ecosystem—such as the historic receding of the Arctic
sea ice we are seeing this year.’
Installation is planned for completion before the ice returns

in late September. With few weeks left in the melt season, the
sea ice reached its lowest levels in late August, as measured by
satellite index dating back to 1979. 
Plans allow for an underwater instrument platform to be

placed on the ocean floor at a depth of 6-10 metres, linked by
cable to a wharf connection. The instrument platform will host
an HDVideo underwater camera and underwater microphone,
a suite of sensors to measure seawater properties, and an
instrument to measure ice thickness. On the wharf, a second
camera will monitor surface ice formation and a small weather
station will provide information on current atmospheric
conditions. Data will be transmitted over a wireless link to UVic. 
The ONC is the world’s largest and most advanced cabled

ocean observatory—made up of UVic’s NEPTUNE Canada
regional network and the VENUScoastal network. An initiative
of UVic, the observatory is a national facility supported through
funding from the governments of Canada and BC. ONCwould
like to thank the Nunavut Territorial government for allowing
part of the observatory equipment to be hosted at their facility
in Cambridge Bay. 0

RESOURCE CENTRE, please turn to page 9

Community Resource
Centre for Gabriolans
Gabriola’s new Community Resource Centre will provide
services to seniors, families and individuals. People for Healthy
Community (PHC), the organizing group, is holding a open
celebration on Saturday, September 22 in the centre’s home on
the ground floor of the Gabriola Professional Centre, close to
the credit union, medical services, and village shopping. The
idea for a the centre emerged from community consultation. 
Services for Gabriola seniors will include an information

‘hotline’ to help them access all the resources which they deserve
and qualify for. Aileen Adams, long-time Gabriola resident
commented, ‘As I am eighty years old and my husband, Neil, is
eighty-six, we need help in enabling us to stay in our home,
which we built ourselves forty-two years ago. Through the years,
we have done our best to contribute to the well-being of our
island community, but now we need help, and the new PHC
Community Resource Centre is going to be a resource for
assistance for us.’
Services for families and individuals will include free and

low-cost professional counselling services, prenatal education,
parenting groups, information-sharing talks, film nights, the
Circle of Care program, and a small meeting space for local



Recently, two people have turned my
thinking around. One, on a beautiful
Galiano summer morning, said,

‘You know that triangle thing, it’s wrong.
The environment is not a point on the
triangle along with ‘social’ and
‘economic’. It’s the ground on which the
triangle rests.’ 
My eyes widened as I stared at her. I

was astonished that I had accepted that
‘three pillars’ idea–hook, line, and
sinker. But that model was a step; the best
thing we had at the time. Now it seems
downright misleading. I thought for a few
weeks. How would we properly diagram the
relationship? 
It’s not about being ‘fair’ to nature; giving it a look in. It’s

about maintaining our source of everything: oxygen, water,

food, health, metals, minerals, fossil fuels, climate… 
Next, I heard the beautiful quote of Gaylord
Nelson, founder of Earth Day (first
celebrated in 1970) and  former Governor
of Wisconsin, who died in July 2005. 

‘The economy is a wholly owned
subsidiary of the environment,’ he said,
‘not the other way around.’ 
I tried an equilateral triangle sitting

on a line. It didn’t have much pizzazz.
Then I thought of Leonardo Da Vinci’s
diagram, the  Canon of Proportions,with
the man inside the circle. 
How about bending the environment line

into a circle that contains the triangle? The three
enclosed angles—which are all social—needed

different names: economy, culture, justice—three interwoven
human constructs which emerge from environment. –CG-W0
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Dangerous Waters
Dear Editor:
I add my support to those who oppose the building of the
Enbridge pipeline and the increase in numbers of oil tankers
traveling down the BC coast. The fear of oil spills in those waters
full of reefs and rocky islands is well-founded, as any who travel
the area will agree. I have a personal story that underlines those
fears. 
During WWII, my uncle Jonathan Slater, a member of the

Royal Canadian Air Force, was on an airforce vessel, the BC
Star, taking supplies to various centres on the BC coast. In July
1943, while crossing Hecate Strait to the Queen Charlotte
Islands (now Haidai Gwaii) during a storm, described in the
official records as ‘vicious’, the ship disappeared and was never
heard from, or of, again. 
I remember going as a young child with my father to give his

youngest sister the tragic news. I remember her brave reaction
as she clung to her two tiny children, my cousins. I remember
that she waited, always hoping for some kind of positive news,
the required seven years until her husband and the 14 other
crew members were declared officially dead. 
I tell this story to point out the very real danger of not only

reefs and rocks, but also of the devastating storms, especially in
Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound, which, I’m sure, have
not become less dangerous since 1943. 
This story has been a family story told and retold through

the years, and it was confirmed by a Galiano resident who told
me recently that he was in the navy in July 1943 and stationed
in the Queen Charlottes. They were waiting for the BC Star to
bring them supplies. It never arrived, having disappeared in the
storm, and was never found. 
Granted, Enbridge will no doubt tell us that their oil tankers

will be larger, stronger, and more reinforced than the BC Star,
but then, so was the Titanic. 

Elisabeth Bosher, Galiano Island 

More Info About Mining Stocks
Dear Editor:  
You recently published our letter which outlined the meeting
we attended in Vancouver in June, ‘Shout Out Against Mining
Injustice’.  This week we had a phone call from someone who
had read it and they were en route to their investment advisor
to see if they had stock in any of the offending companies, but
they also wanted specific names.  For anyone planning to do the
same, they can contact www.miningwatch.ca for current
updates, and can ask them for more information. 
The website and article I’m enclosing today

[www.miningwatch.ca/news/goldcorp-organizes-junket-
guatemala-canadian-parliamentarians] was also posted on the
‘upsidedownworld’ website that has extensive coverage of social
justice news in Latin America.
I think our Canadian mining companies are feeling the

pressure now, judging from the tour offered to our
parliamentarians. It’s critical we keep up the pressure, and
maybe your readers can start by writing their MPs, and sending
a copy to local newspapers.

Rosemary and John Baxter, Courtenay

Scarecrow Response
Dear Editor:
Thank you for acknowledging our Scary Scarecrow at the
Pender Islands Fall Fair in the September 6 edition of Island
Tides. It was indeed a statement of extreme discontent with the
current Prime Minister. Our view is that Stephen Harper is both
‘questionable’ and ‘shameful’ given his recent gutting of
Canadian values with Bill C-38. Pender Island is an ecologically
and politically aware community. This may be why our
scarecrow won the award. We believe our scarecrow’s inclusion
is a testament to the Fall Fair Committee’s policy of openness
and ecological awareness. (We had thought of having Mr
Harper caught with his pants down, but decided to keep it a little
more conservative!)

Leslie McBain and Mae Moore, Pender Island
So Long, And Thanks…

Dear Editor:
The Fishery Afloat would like to thank everyone for their
patronage, patience and smiles on Galiano and Mayne Islands
this summer. We wish you all the best over the coming year and
look forward to seeing you again in 2013. Our canned products
and paté will be available at Galiano’s Day Star Market and
Galiano Garage, and at the Farm Gate Store on Mayne.

Suzie, Tyler, Julia, Jamison, Connor & Arnie

Looking For Help Finding Family
Dear Editor:
I have found your address on the internet, and I am asking for
some help. I have been searching for Niels Myhre, born in
Norway in 1884, and he left for the United States in 1903-06.
Nobody knows anything more, never heard from him. 
Last fall, we visited Thief River Falls, Minnesota, where his

older sister lived, and I found her obituary at the library there.
It said she had a brother, Niels, in British Columbia. So, now we
know he lived in 1933. If you easily can search on some list,
please let me know, I would would be so happy to know about
his destiny. 
If this will be a success, we might come and visit the place on

our next vacation. He also had an older brother, Ole, but we
know even less about him. He came with this sister Kari to Thief
River Falls in 1889, but he must have died before 1933, as
nothing is mentioned about him. Please contact me at bjo-
m2@online.no, should you know of Niels, or if you can help
with our search. 

Bjorg Nevra Myhre, Norway

Political, Satirical Short Stories
Dear Editor: 
I am deeply concerned about Canadian governments ignoring
environmental science, attacking democracy, trying to limit
freedom of speech and, seemingly, working toward the
elimination of our labour and human rights. Attempts to
eliminate rights that thousands of Canadians died to protect
must stop. 
My new bookwas released in August. The stories in Grease

My Hooves may be for you, if you…

LETTERS, please turn to next page 

Editorial: A Wholly Owned Subsidiary



genetically modified crops; we are going to need pesticides and
fertilizers and other elements of the industrialized food
processes that have led mankind to be better fed and live
longer than at any time in history.
‘I’d rather be against nature and have more people better

fed. I’d rather be serious about the world’s needs. And I trust
the monitoring agencies that ensure pesticides are used at safe
levels–a trust the Stanford study found to be justified.’
Cohen ends by calling the organic movement ‘a fable of the

pampered parts of the planet–romantic and comforting.’
But the truth is that his own, science-driven Industrial

Agriculture mythology is far more delusional. Let me count
the ways that his take on the organic foods movement is off
the mark.
Organic food may not be more ‘nutritious,’ but it is

healthier because it is not saturated with pesticides, herbicides,
fungicides and preservatives, not to mention antibiotics,
growth hormones and who knows what other chemicals. 

We eat by the grace of nature, not by the
grace of Monsanto – Jennifer Browdy de Hernandez

Organic, schmorganic,’ fumes New York Times
columnist Roger Cohen in an article entitled ‘The
Organic Fable.’

He bases his sweeping dismissal of the organic foods
movement on a new Stanford University study claiming that
‘fruits and vegetables labeled organic are, on average, no more
nutritious than their cheaper conventional counterparts.’
Cohen does grant that ‘organic farming is probably better

for the environment because less soil, flora and fauna are
contaminated by chemicals… So this is food that is better
ecologically even if it is not better nutritionally.’
But he goes on to smear the organic movement as an elitist,

pseudoscientific indulgence shot through with hype.
‘To feed a planet of nine billion people,’ he says, ‘we are

going to need high yields not low yields; we are going to need
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Master Chef Pierre Delacote hard at work during the sold-out ‘Books, Bites & Bordeaux event’ on September 8.  A cast
of hardworking volunteers ran the event to perfection, raising more than $12,000 dollars towards the children’s area
of the newly renovated Pender Island Public Library. 

…saw the Exxon Valdez oil spill as an excellent employment
creation program; are relieved that the middle class is finally
being eliminated; think Canadian politics have evolved beyond
the need for accountability; like to see military spending and
building jails finally taking precedence over silly frills like old-
age pensions, education and health care; 
…have no use for environmental science that does not fit

with your ideology; enjoy seeing organized crime supported
through refusals to legalize marijuana; want to know how to
start a Ponzi scheme; wonder why the fast food joint where you
work will not prorogue for the summer; find democracy,
freedom, and rights annoying; feel that you should get a full
pension, like an MP after six years, not 47; 
…feel you are ready to become the Prime Minister of Canada

and get your snout into the public trough!
Andy Sibbald, Nanaimo 

Bedwell Trail
Open Letter to the Hon Terry Lake, Minister of Environment: 
I just returned from hiking the Centennial Trail through
Bedwell Valley in Strathcona Park, in the southwest corner
where it meets Clayoquot Sound on Vancouver Island.

Following the river from tidewater to alpine, the trail passes
through one of the most varied and scenic landscapes in the
park, home to the rare Roosevelt Elk, black bear, and cougar.
Demanding in some sections, moss-carpeted in others, the trail
is one of the finest in the park for seasoned backpackers to
experience the full range of coastal wilderness.
At the mouth of the Bedwell River is a very different vision

of land use. Clayoquot Wilderness Resort is an elite horse camp
where a three-night minimum stay costs nearly $5,000. Your
government approved a permit for CWRto rebuild road access
inside Strathcona Park for the exclusive use of its private horse
tours.This is a misuse of BC’s parkland, which should be
accessible to all based on experience and ability—not carved
away for private enterprises such as luxury dude ranches. 
The Centennial Trail is more appropriate development: low-

cost and low-impact access for a true back-country experience
of a lifetime.

Philip Vernon, Salt Spring Island 0
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Update from Haiti
Leslie Rolling

Chris and I are back in Haiti after a fun and restful seven-
week vacation in Canada and the US. We had a wonderful
time visiting friends and family, and had several

opportunities to speak about Clean Water for Haiti, attend our
AGMand revise our policies manual. 
It’s always interesting to return to Haiti after an extended

break, seeing what’s new, what’s changed, and what hasn’t. When
we are ‘home’ for a break we are often asked if things are getting
better since the earthquake, and in general. I think, to many
people, it seems there’s little progress; looking at the big picture,
it feels that way. When we return, it’s easier to see the small things
and to remember that things aremoving forward, it’s just little
by little and in pockets here and there. 
Getting off the airplane, we could see that work on the airport

repairs had continued and was closer to completion. I’m excited
about that because it means the new arrival area is closer to
opening, rather than having to basically go to a warehouse, for
immigration, baggage claim and customs. While we were waiting
for our bags, men were handing out Haiti Business Directories–
essentially a phone book with businesses in it. In over ten years
working here, we never had a phone book to turn to when we
needed to find a business that would sell us something or provide
a service. It’s always been word of mouth. 
Haiti also has a new magazine, published by the Ministry of

Tourism, that is handed out at the airport. It’s well done and I
enjoy snagging copies for our visitors when they come. It features
a lot of things I didn’t even know existed in the country and has
given me ideas about places to go, hotels that are open now, and
places to eat. 
They’re finishing the work on the National Highway. The

original contract was to rebuild it all the way from Port au Prince
to St Marc. Most of it was finished over a year ago, with the
exception of a 10-15 km section just outside of Port au Prince.
Apparently, when the new president took power there were
contract issues. They’ve been working on it full force for the last
few months and we’re excited to see it brought up to the same
quality as the rest of the road. The trip into town is much
smoother and faster. When I arrived in 2005, it would usually
take over two hours to get to the airport. Now we can do it in just
over an hour. I also remember the horrendous potholes and
hitting my head on the inside of the truck cab, even with a seat
belt on! I don’t miss that.
It’s good to be back in Haiti, doing the work God has called us

to do. Our workers are happy to be back at work too, though with
Daylight Savings Time it meant we were starting work in the dark.
We adjusted our work hours so we can actually see what we’re
doing. Because of donors, we’ve been able to help over 17,000
households receive bio-sand filters over the last decade–over 1%
of Haiti’s entire population. That’s a big deal! 0

Donations can be mailed to: Clean Water for Haiti Donation, Higher
Purpose Ministries, 1295 North Service Rd, Burlington, ON, L7R 4M2.

ORGANICS, please turn to page 11



Heart of Quadra Parks Final
Campaign Celebration and Auction 

Save the Heart of Quadra Parks is on the home stretch of a
decade-long campaign to save the heartland of Quadra's
spectacular marine parks by purchasing the land which lies
between the  Octopus Islands and Small Inlet Provincial Parks.
In May, the provincial government signed a purchase

agreement  with the landowner and has secured the majority of
the funds needed. Quadra Islanders have spent the summer in
an all-out effort to raise part of the outstanding amount.
‘The response has been amazing, from the local community

and nature lovers far and wide who come to kayak and hike this
unique park,’ said Susan Westren of the Save the Heart
committee. ‘Our target is an ambitious $200,000. We’ve raised
over half that amount in four short months. Almost all of these
funds have come from individual donations of $1,000 or less.’
On Saturday, September 22, Save the Heart of Quadra Parks

celebrates the culmination of  this highly successful fundraising
campaign to protect these vital lands. Everyone is invited to
attend and participate. It’s happening at 7pm in the Grand Hall
at Tsa-Kwa-Luten Lodge. There will be music and refreshments.
The event features guest speaker Stephen Hume, Vancouver
Sun columnist and author of more than a dozen books, several
on BC’s natural and social history. The evening will also include
silent and live auctions with an array of items ranging from
artwork to trips and vacation accommodations. Email and
drop-off bids are welcome. 
To view auction items and bidding details, go to

www.sierraclub.bc.ca. Event tickets are $25 at Hummingbird
and Works of h’Art on Quadra. To reserve a place, contact
250.285.2850, reservation@quadraislandconservancy.ca. To
donate, go to www.quadraparks.ca or send a cheque to Quadra
Island Conservancy at Box 202, Heriot Bay, V0P 1H0. 
‘This event is our last big fundraising push to protect  these

gorgeous Quadra parks now and forever,’ said Hendren. 
Connecting Islands Through Arts

Promoter and entertainer Lindsay Hamson is putting together
a new and exciting arts and culture initiative for the Gulf Islands.
Her goal is to amalgamate the Islands, starting with the
Southern Gulf Islands, through the performing arts, in
recognition of the ‘incredibly high ratio of talented and amazing
musicians, artists and performers residing within our wee
islands,’ she said. 
Since her arrival on Pender Island six years ago, Lindsay has

worked to support the local arts, music and entertainment
culture, as well as managing community fundraising initiatives.
With a group of like-minded community members, she is
launching ‘The Gulf Island Travelling Road Show’ this
September.
‘This is an entertainers’ support and opportunity project that

will be circuiting shows of unlimited variety, on a regular basis,
to our islands,’ Lindsay explained. ‘As a performer, this is a great
opportunity for you to grow and expand. It is also an
opportunity for residents to encourage, support and inspire
Island musicians, artists, performers and entertainers.’
She says it also opens possibilities for those looking to offer

workshops, classes, and training to a broader populace. For
details of the first Road Show, see ‘Whats On?’, this page. 

Keeping Our Beaches Clean
September is the month during which Canadians get together
for the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup. A new analysis of
last year’s shoreline cleanup data shows the startling nature and
extent of litter collected along BC’s waterways. Participants
collected a lot of harmful litter last year, including food
wrappers, six-pack rings, fishingline and nets. This reflects a
high level of volunteer involvement, but also points to a great
need for more support in this year’s cleanup, taking place from
September 15–23. 
‘Without a doubt, shoreline litter is a major problem facing

our waterways–but it is an issue we can do something about,’
says Andrew Russell, Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup
supporter and member of Canada’s canoe team at the 2008
Olympic Games. ‘From the Pacific Ocean to Williston Lake, the
more volunteers who sign up for this fall’s cleanup, the more
muscle we can put behind efforts to help save the health of
British Columbia’s shorelines, communities, and animal life.’
To learn more, or sign up, go to www.ShorelineCleanup.ca.

Local Teacher Trained As Climate
Reality Presenter

From August 21 to 23, in San Francisco, Pender Island teacher
and climate-change activist Julie Johnston joined a hundred
other Canadians in a training session offered by Al Gore, former
Vice President of the United States and Nobel Prize Laureate.
The Canadian delegates joined 900 others from over 50
countries. Julie is now a presenter with the Climate Reality
Project Canada and is available to offer free presentations on
climate change, in the Gulf Islands and Vancouver Island area. 
According to Julie, who traveled by train to San Francisco to

lower the carbon footprint of her trip, the training ‘was a
wonderful opportunity to meet and learn from a thousand like-
minded and like-hearted people from around the world.’ 
Al Gore was ‘inspiring, as usual,’ she said. She found that

perhaps the most striking thing he said was, ‘The nightly news
these days is like a nature walk through the Book of Revelation.’
Despite the 100 million people affected by drought this year,
we’re still pumping out 90 million tons of greenhouse gases
every day… 
Julie’s concern about climate change comes from her deep

love for children, of all species. ‘I don’t have kids of my own, but
I have a beloved niece and two wonderful stepsons, all who
might have their own kids some day. I also love my students,
whom I’ve had the privilege to work with for five years now.’
Julie is the resource teacher for Pender School’s Spring Leaves
Family Learning Program. Also, as the sustainability education
consultant with GreenHeart Education, Julie works with
educators around the world who want to green their teaching
practice and school communities. 
All Climate Reality Project presenters are trained by Al Gore

and the Climate Institute’s Michael MacCracken, who is one of
the world’s top climate scientists. This provided trainees with
the tools necessary to deliver informative and motivating
presentations on impacts of the climate crisis and solutions. 
Each new presenter has committed to delivering a minimum

of ten free presentations on climate change in the coming year.
Julie’s first presentation, sponsored by Pender Community
Transition, will be Saturday, September 22 at 7pm in the Pender
Community Hall, followed by refreshments and the second
public showing of PCT’s film, Youth and Elders: Wisdom for a
Brighter Future.
Since the founding of the Climate Reality Project Canada in

2007, over 3,200 presentations have been delivered, reaching
over 475,000 Canadians. For more information or to request a
presentation, visit www.climatereality.ca.

Knasty Knotweed 
The Capital Regional Invasive Species Partnership (CRISP),
which includes the local governments, is asking residents in the
CRD to be on the alert for invasive knotweed and report any
sightings through a regional reporting system. Invasive
knotweed is one of the world’s worst invaders, and it has started
to invade the CRD. 
‘In neighbouring regions it is already too late,’ warns Becky

Brown, Invasive Plant Specialist, BC Ministry of Forests, Lands
and Natural Resource Operations. ‘These plants are capable of
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Weekends at Saanich Commonwealth Pool
Family Fun Swims—enjoy the wavepool, waterslide, diving
boards, pirate ship, toddler pool, swirlpool, family changerooms,
steam, sauna, and cafe • Saanich Commonwealth Place, 4636 Elk
Lake Drive (right off Pat Bay Hwy at Royal Oak Exit) • Fri: 7–9pm;
Sat: 1-4pm & 6:30-8:30pm• Sun: 1-4pm, 6-8pm • Info: 24-hour
Swim Info-line 250.475.7620 • SAANICH

Friday & Saturday, September 28 & 29
Nanaimo Global Film Festival—over 30
documentaries on environmental, economic &
social justice; proudly screening eight regional
films this year • Vancouver Island University •
Films all day Saturday! • Festival Pass $25 @
The Green Store, the V.I.U.S.U. & Van-Isle Video

• Info: www.nanaimofilmfest.org • NANAIMO

Friday-Sunday, September 28-30
The Very First Gulf Island Travelling Road Show Launch!—

tons of incredible, unique
entertainers including: 6-piece folk
bluegrass band, pro pole dancer,
cabaret dancers & special guest
stars Destiny Rose & Alimah doing
Belly-Breaks Dance • Friday Sept
28:Pender Island Community Hall;

Saturday Sept 29:Galiano Island South Hall; Sunday Sept 30:
Saturna Island Community Hall • Info on the shows or how you &
your Island can become involved: Lindsay Hamson, 250.539.0726,
redbuffalo51@hotmail.com • PENDER, GALIANO & SATURNA

Saturday, September 29
Marc Atkinson Trio—captivating jazz guitar
virtuosity with laid-back west coast humour, an
exhilarating evening with this award-winning trio,
Joey Smith on bass, Brett Martens on rhythm
guitar; presented by the Saturna Arts & Concert
Society • Community Hall • Doors open 7pm,
concert begins 7:30pm • Tickets: $25 at the door
• SATURNA

Sunday, September 30
32nd Annual BC Rivers Day–recreational clubs, conservation
organizations, community groups, schools, and local governments
host BC Rivers Day events across BC to generates public
awareness about the province’s waterways • Info:
www.orcbc.ca/pro_bcriversday.htm • ALL OVER BC

Saturday-Monday, October 6-8
16th Annual Gabriola Thanksgiving
Studio Tour—more than 60 artists will
open their doors to visitors from around
the world; Gabriola invites art lovers to
grab a user-friendly brochure and make
a day of it • 10am-4pm • Free • Info:

www.gabriolaartscouncil.org • GABRIOLA

Saturday, October 13
Uplands & Near-shore Apocalypse: How Climate Change,
Plunging Fish Stocks & Declining Orcas Will Affect All Our
Futures—Morning session presentations ‘with the experts’;
Afternoon ‘in the field with experts’ • Sponsored by Pender Islands
Conservancy Association with Parks Canada • 9:30am start •
Community Hall • Info: Sara Steil, 250.629.6885 • PENDER

Friday thru Sunday, October 19 thru 21
Creative Threads Conspiracy—
three–day retreat of workshops for all
levels of fibre artists with nine teachers and
13 classes: knitting, quilting, weaving,
felting, natural dyes; Fri: studio tour &
‘Trunk Show’; Sat/Sun: classes all day;

catered meals • Each class $10/hour • Info: 250.335.0198,
www.creativethreadsconspiracy.com • DENMAN

What’s On? R o u n d  t h e  I s l a n d s

21,000 copies every 2 weeks
islandtides@islandtides.com • 250.629.3660

250-629-2100
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CLIMATE REALITY PRESENTER JULIE JOHNSTON

Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament, Saanich–Gulf Islands
9711 Fourth St. Sidney BC V8L 2Y8 Tel: 250-657-2000 | Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

Constituency office open to serve you: 
conscientious, caring, non-partisan service

Constituency office open 
for public service 

10am–4pm, Tuesday–Friday
www.elizabethmaymp.ca

Elizabeth May, O.C., 
M.P., Saanich-Gulf Islands

“
”

As your Member of Parliament, I am proud
to be your voice in Ottawa, and I am happy to
assist you with federal issues affecting your life. 
Please contact me if I can be of service. 

COTTAGES                  CAMPGROUND                   MARINA 
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Phone: (604) 789-2204
brent.dennis@bwdeng.ca
Web: www.bwdeng.ca 
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 Time-proven for over 25 years
 No maintenance required
 Lower overall cost
 Fits any lot shape
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sensitive lakeside properties

 Passive system—no power required
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Saturna Notes Priscilla Ewbank

growing through four feet of concrete and can reproduce from
a fragment no larger than the size of your small finger nail.’ 
Knotweed species are extremely difficult to control once they

have spread. Brown notes that in neighbouring regions,
knotweed is ‘starting to dominate watercourses, prevent access
to valuable recreation areas, alter fish habitat, damage
infrastructure and contaminate vacant lots.’ Populations are still
small in the CRD,but land managers in the region have a limited
opportunity to eradicate it.
Three species of knotweed, sometimes called ornamental

bamboo (due to the stalks), have now been found in this region.
In other areas of BC and the world, the effects of widespread
knotweed have been costly. Brown notes that ‘the United
Kingdom has declared it ‘controlled waste’ and some financial
institutions will not grant mortgages on contaminated lands. It
is only a matter of time in BC.’ 
Success depends on the public. CRD residents are asked to

call for treatment and disposal assistance. Treatment of this
species is very difficult, so a regional response has been set up.

Hartland Landfill is now only taking knotweed as a controlled
waste with permit, but CRISP is providing a regional disposal
program for 2012. For more information and to report
knotweed in the CRD, visit www.coastalinvasiveplants.com and
click ‘Report-A-Weed’ or call 250.857.2472. 0

RTI from previous page 

JAPANESE KNOTWEED IS PARTICULARLY INVASIVE 

Saturna is back to quiet again: ferry ‘shoulder season,’
dried-out deciduous trees dropping leaves, dusty cars,
and white-yellow grass, except where groundwater has

touched the earth. ‘No Open Burning’ has been the sign on the
front door of the General Store for months now. It’s easy to see
the fire hazard, with all this glorious sunshine, day after day. 

Dry Island Ignites
We did have a fire, on September 5, at south Saturna near
Murder Point, on Gulf Islands National Park Reserve (GINPR)
land. The fire was reported from across Plumper Sound on
South Pender Island, and by Kaare and Brian Carpentier, who
were down at Campbell’s sheep farm and saw the billowing
smoke coming up from the waterfront. A tugboat pinpointed
the area for our fire crew by radio. 
Saturna Fire Chief Brent Sohier called the BC Forest Service

at Cobble Hill. Thye came with their helicopter, crew of three
firefighters, plus pilot, and a fabric bucket harnessed below the
helicopter to scoop water from the ocean and dump it on the
fire. 
It was great good fortune that the tide was out and the

helicopter was landed on the sandstone rocks exposed by the
low tide. The 100-square-metre fire was burning about 70 feet
above the water. About eleven of our firefighters attended the
fire with some people from the farm. With a full complement
of tools, they scrambled and slid down the steep slope–several
going down on ropes. 
Parks Canada says there is a fire ban in the GINPR, but staff

have extinguished six illegal campfires in the park this summer.
This fire was human-caused, probably starting slowly the day
before, igniting the deep soil duff and slowly gathering
momentum, traveling above ground and underground
following tree roots.
Firefighting started at about 1:30pm. The helicopter dumped

bucket after bucket of seawater on the area and the firefighters
slopped through the mud and debris, literally feeling with their
hands to be sure there was no residual heat in the area after the
flames were extinguished. The helicopter crew finished up and
left at about 6pm.

Chief Sohier says that the firefighting effort went very well,
everyone worked together and the outcome was good. Generally
during practice they drive the truck to within 100 feet of the fire
and roll the hose out. Not so with this fire and the two previous
ones–a small one on Tumbo Island caused by lightning during
July’s thunderstorm, handled by the BC Forest helicopter crew,
and a lightning-struck tree, three years ago. Invaluable water
access capability, provided by the helicopter, meant less
manpower needed. 
GINPR’s Resource Conservation Manager, Rob Walker,

monitored the fire by radio. Chief Sohier was very glad that
Saturna firefighters have their own radio frequency so they
could exchange information and coordinate actions with BC
Forest Service, the Coast Guard and BC Ferries. They look
forward to initiating this kind of radio link with Parks Canada. 
Our firefighters benefited from a wildfire course paid for by

Parks several years ago. In the near future they will attend a
provincially-accredited wildland firefighting course, which will
be even more meaningful after attending this fire. 

Town Hall Meeting
MP Elizabeth May came to Saturna Island to meet with her
constituents on September 7. Arriving on the 10:20am ferry she
met with Islanders from 11am-5pm at the Saturna Café and then
held a Town Hall meeting from 6-7:30pm, before departing on
the 11:05pm boat. I mention her mode of travel and long hours
to emphasize the priority she places on actually conversing with
the people she represents. This is the fourth time since she was
elected, in May 2011, that she has visited Saturna to help us
celebrate or to hear constituents’ concerns. 

Considering the number of votes we represent and the
amount of interest we attracted from the Conservative Party
when they held the riding, this is a departure from how we have
experienced federal politics. About 65 people turned out to listen
to MPMay’s update on her experience in Parliament since she
addressed us last winter. 
There were many questions asked: the effects of federal cuts

in our riding, what issues is she concentrating on, how she see
the federal government providing economic benefits to her
constituency, would she name three downfalls of democracy as
presently practiced, and a host of others. She is an engaging
speaker who never slides away from a question and repurposes
it to fit her message. 
In Parliament, she has participated in every single bill since

she was elected. According to Hansard, she has spoken more
times that any other MP in Parliament. She has proposed three
private members bills so far. People attending the meeting
commented that they now have a much better understanding
of how Parliament should work to guarantee due process,  and
even more respect for her capabilities. 

Wedding
One more big summer party on Saturna! A wedding–Katie and
Ryan Dentry were married at the home where she grew up.
Friends and family were in attendance to witness their vows,
flowers on the tables, a huge three-tiered carrot cake with

creamcheese icing, and later a great opportunity for the
Community to congratulate the couple at the Pub with a
dynamite band playing and the bride greeting all, twirling and
smiling in her lovely white dress. The best fun and delight was
the happiness of the two who had exchanged vows. Eight years
they have been together, going to school, working in their
various capacities, back and forth to Saturna, and now they are
husband and wife. 

Dog Show
Sunday of Labour Day Weekend, the Saturna Lions Club
presented its annual Dog and Dogs Show. This goofy and fun
event attracted 29 dog participants, their owners and a lively
audience. Fortified by sausages and hot dogs, the owners put
their dogs through their paces in every kind of class. The last
award determined by the three judges went to the dog who
hadn’t won an award! Island dogs are dear to their owners and
well known locally by everyone. 
This event allows Islanders, summer people and friends to

strut their stuff in the showring! 0

Photo: Peter Clark

Photos: Brent Sohier
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responsibility. 
‘How could we assume that these processes are

equivalent to any decent standard?’ she asks. ‘Now
more than ever, we need to get out of these
equivalency agreements.’
Vancouver Council sent a letter to the BC

government this August, requesting that the
Province retain its right to conduct an
environmental assessment of the Kinder Morgan
Pipeline and oil export expansion project, by not
listing this project in the EA. A copy of the letter was
also sent to the NEB, Kinder Morgan, Vancouver
MLAs and MPs, Port Metro Vancouver, Metro
Vancouver and member municipalities. 
In August, BC NDP Leader Adrian Dix

announced that if his government is elected, it will
withdraw from the federal government’s Gateway
review process and set up a ‘made in BC’
environmental assessment to ‘ensure the province’s
interests are protected.’
Carr is counseling citizens to commit to an oil

tanker-free coast. ‘It’s not just those two projects,’
she says. ‘Either we are committed as people, as a
country, to tackling climate change, or we are not.
We cannot be complicit in adding to the greenhouse
gas emissions of the planet as a whole, and that
includes shipping tarsands oil out of this country,’
she concluded. Burning the product in China is just
as bad as burning it at home. ‘We need to put our
full energy into finding alternatives,’ suggests Carr.
‘They exist, we just need to focus on them and put
our investments there.’ 

The Subsidy Skew
For example, an infographic published by One Block
Off The Grid shows how Germany has 6,000%
more solar capacity than the United States, although
the US has 3,900% more solar potential than
Germany. This was achieved through appropriate
subsidies. 
In the US, fossil fuel subsidies outnumber

subsidies for renewables by about 6:1. In 2009, the
Canadian government pledged to phase-out fossil
fuel subsidies, but it is still providing this profitable
industry with about $1.4 billion/year of tax dollars. 

Application & Consultation
Kinder Morgan plans its application to the NEB for
the Trans Mountain regulatory review for late 2013. 
In the meantime, Kinder Morgan’s website says

it planned to have ‘open and meaningful
discussions’ with Aboriginal groups and
stakeholders including landowners, environmental
organizations, municipalities and citizens this spring
and summer. There has not yet been much
discussion, if any, with Vancouver or Burnaby
communities, not to mention the Gulf Islands. 
A spokesperson for Kinder Morgan told Island

Tides that public consultation is set to begin this fall,
with exact dates and locations yet to be determined.
However, Kinder Morgan has already secured
binding 20-year contracts with shippers interested
in the additional oil to come from the pipeline. 
‘That came as a surprise to people,’ said Carr,

‘because its previous plans were not in the public eye
at all. The way they are doing things is just so
undemocratic, in my mind. First, they assess if
they’ll get customers. Then, when they have
customers, they guarantee them a certain rate on oil
going through this pipeline, for which they do not
even have a proposal.’
Carr believes every community along the

pipeline and tanker route should be discussing this
project at the local government level, because spills
are never confined to a small area. It would only take
24 hours for tides to bring a spill from Vancouver to
the Gulf Islands or vice versa. She recommends that
communities ask Kinder Morgan and Enbridge to
keep them updated on their project proposals. ‘They
should be responsible corporate citizens,’ she
concluded.
‘This is not just a Tsleil-Waututh issue or an

aboriginal rights issue,’ said Chief Justin George,
Tsleil-Waututh Nation, at the signing of the Save the
Fraser Declaration in July. ‘This is an issue that could
impact everyone’s quality of life. Vancouver is one of
the most beautiful and livable cities in the world. For
the community as a whole, there is just too much at
stake to allow such a project to proceed.’ 0

TRANS MOUNTAIN from page 1
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Vancouver City Councilor Adriane Carr with Ben West at a rally in Vancouver on September 6. As Prime Minister Harper spoke to Bloomberg News about economic ties with
Asia at the Pan Pacific Hotel, citizens gathered outside to protest the PM’s policies and advocate peace, environment and democracy.

Mass protest planned for October 
Over 80 influential leaders from the
business, First Nations, environmental,
labour, academic, medical and artistic
communities across Canada are
collaborating to endorse a mass ‘sit-in’ in
front of the provincial legislature in
Victoria, BC, on October 22. The sit-in
will oppose tar sands pipelines and
tankers and the threats they would pose
to the west coast.
‘We hope people from all walks of life

and from across the country join us in
Victoria and defend the natural beauty
and cultural richness of the BC coastline,’
said Chief Jackie Thomas, Saik’uz First
Nation. ‘We will be there to show the
widespread opposition to tarsands
pipelines and tanker proposals and to
show the strength of the support for First
Nations people’s rights to land and title
and the internationally protected right to
free, prior and informed consent on any
development impacting our traditional
territories.’
Among those who have endorsed the

October 22 sit-in are Stephen Lewis,
David Suzuki, Maude Barlow, Naomi
Klein, Tom Goldtooth, David Coles,
Vandana Shiva, Bill McKibben, John
O’Connor, and Tony Clarke. 
The sit-in builds on recent protests

against tar sands expansion and pipelines

that have taken place in Canada and the
US, such as the August 2011 sit-ins in
Washington, DC, that helped delay
approval of the Keystone XLpipeline and
the September 26, 2011 sit-in in Ottawa
that helped put Canadian tar sands
pipeline proposals in the national
spotlight. 
‘There are moments in history when

it’s clear that our elected leaders are
failing us and it is necessary to take a
stand,’ said author and environmentalist
Tzeporah Berman. ‘We are stating our
intention to defend our coast and calling
on others to join us. The risk of oil spills
and irreversible harm to our tourism and
fishing industries from these pipelines
and tankers is just too great.’
‘We’re meeting in Victoria to show

that you can’t gut Canada’s
environmental legislation and try to put
a price tag on the BC coast without a
public response,’ said Maude Barlow,
Chair person for the Council of
Canadians.
‘We want long-term green jobs that

will take us beyond fossil fuels, not short-
term high risk pipelines,’ said Susan
Spratt, Western Regional Director of the
CAW.
To participate, sign up online at

www.defendourcoast.ca. 0

groups. PHCreceived funds from the Vancouver Foundation and Coast Capital Savings
Credit Union to investigate how to best support Gabriola’s most vulnerable community
members. Local consultant Sandra Thomson’s extensive report (available on www.phc-
gabriola.org) identified the gaps in services for families and parents and specific support
needed for people in crisis, in isolation, or who are simply seeking someone to talk to.
Also identified was the need to link Gabriolans with existing services on the Island, and
in Nanaimo and throughout BC. 
Further funding was received from United Way Central Vancouver Island, Sisters

of Charity, The Alexandra Foundation, New Horizons for Seniors, Leon & Thea Koerner
Foundation, and by the generous donations of local Gabriolans. 0
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UNITING ISLANDS BIG AND SMALL

If you receive Island Tides in your mailbox, pick
it up at a yellow box or rack located from Victoria
to Campbell River, or read online, you can show
your support with a voluntary subscription of 
$25 + $3hst = $28 (or amount of your choice). 

Voluntary Subscriptions help 
keep all this great news coming!

How India’s epic blackout could launch a solar revolution
Chris Turner

As India emerges from the darkness of the largest
blackout the world has ever seen, it should be
looking for a more stable energy future, not in a

larger grid but in decentralized solar power.
I was never more acutely aware of the value of electricity

than I was during the year I spent living in India. I should
be more specific: I was never more acutely aware of the
value of electricity than I was on those nights when my
wife and I were staying at a cheap little guesthouse in Delhi
at the height of the swampy monsoon heat, lying in bed on
the verge of sleep, when a sudden sci-fi sound of motors
winding down en masse indicated that the hotel had been
hit by one of the city’s routine rolling blackouts. There
went the A/C we’d paid extra for.
Delhi’s grid couldn’t handle the full demand for power

on its hottest days, and so the grid’s managers would cut
loads, neighborhood by neighborhood, to keep the system
(barely) humming. We’d heard that the poshest districts
were never part of the roll; the backpacker ghetto of
Paharganj near the railway station was definitely not one
of those.
Like many establishments, our little guesthouse had a

contingency plan: a single small diesel generator, which
someone started up a few minutes after the rolling
blackout hit. It wasn’t strong enough to run the A/C, but it
would spin the ceiling fans, which did their best to
dissipate the stench of diesel smoke from all the generators
fired-up at establishments the length of the bazaar. 
The way you tried to fall asleep once the A/C went off

was you stood in the shower, soaked yourself with cold
water, lay down in bed dripping under the ceiling fan, and
hoped you nodded off before all the water condensed
away. If you didn’t, that was when you truly understood
the value of reliable electricity.
This is worth bearing in mind as we contemplate the

blackout of the (young) century, maybe the greatest of all
time: the wholesale power failure that plunged Indians by
the hundreds of millions into darkness, shut down air
conditioners, induced traffic chaos and halted trains

nationwide. (For the best single-link analysis of the
blackout and what it means, Jonathan Shainin has you
covered over at The New Yorker.) 
The world press took alarmed notice at those rendered

powerless by the blackout, noting breathlessly that 600
million Indians—nearly a tenth of the world’s people—
were without power. As electricity service was restored, the
media spotlight had already shifted elsewhere, and
India carried on as a country where several
hundred million people live in homes with no
electricity. Ever.
Which brings us to the enormous clean-

tech opportunity lurking in the shadows of
India’s shaky grid. It’s one akin to what just
happened to Indian telecommunications. In
India in 1999, we heard many stories of
multi-year waits for new landlines, which are
zealously controlled by the monument to stasis
that is India’s state-owned telephone company. 
Mobile phones were nonexistent. For the vast majority

of Indians, telecom was a rare and complicated affair that
occurred only on public-access phones at retail kiosks. (I
can report that in those days you would overhear the most
extraordinary things being bellowed down creaky old
telephone wires as you passed by.)
And today—barely a decade later? There are more than

900 million mobile phone accounts in India, and there’s a
whole electricity-biz sideline in providing recharging
services to the millions of Indians who have mobile phones
but no power outlets. India basically skipped twentieth-
century telecom.
While India’s grid was down, it used distributed power

generation—little diesel generators like the one my old
guesthouse had, as well as the huge generators that Indian
businesses routinely include in their office and factory
designs—that kept the country from grinding completely
to a halt. GigaOM reports that Indian companies pay more
than 45¢ per kilowatt hour for that emergency power,
more than four times the standard rate.

The conventional wisdom—as expressed over at the
New York Times’ Dot Earth blog, among other places—is
that only coal can possibly fill that gap. I’d suggest,
however, that when power’s going for rates similar to the
steepest of the world’s feed-in tariffs for renewable energy,
we’re looking at the world’s most under-served solar
market.

This is already well-understood in some corners of
India. Reuters recently reported on an entire
village powered by solar. In my book The
Leap: How to Survive and Thrive in the
Sustainable Economy, I describe similar
village-scale efforts by the pioneers at a
brilliant Indian solar business called
SELCO, which uses microcredit loans to
finance small solar arrays for village
rooftops and market stalls. Piggybacking on

these entrepreneurial efforts, the Indian
government has committed to becoming a global solar

powerhouse within a decade through its Jawarhalal Nehru
National Solar Mission.
And here’s another factor to consider: the Indian

government is notoriously slow, sloppy and graft-ridden,
especially when it comes to great big top-down
megaprojects—such as a national grid upgrade—capable
of bringing hundreds of gigawatts of new coal-power
online. This is the landline version of India’s energy future. 
Distributed, small-scale solar energy, on the other

hand, looks familiar to a nation which has only ever owned
mobile phones. Imagine a kiosk recharging mobile phones
for a few rupees a pop in a rural village, its awning capped
in solar panels and the sky above unblocked by overhead
wires of any sort. That would be a bright future indeed—
for India and beyond. 

This article first appeared as a blog on Mother Nature
Network (MNN), www.mnn.com, on August 3. Chris
Turner’s book ‘The Leap: How to Survive and Thrive in the
Sustainable Economy’ (2011) has just been published in
paperback by Random House Canada. 0

‘Distributed,
small-scale solar
energy … looks
familiar to a nation
which has only ever
owned mobile
phones’
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Burdock: the bounty beyond its burs –Bruce Burnett, CH

An old tradition maintains that burdock (Arctium lappa)
root should be gathered in the waning moon, dried, cut
into pieces and strung on a red string. When worn, this

burdock necklace protects the bearer from evil and negativity.
The planet Venus rules over burdock; consequently, the herb

is useful for love potions. In medieval times, a girl
would pick a bur from burdock, give it her lover’s
name and throw it against her dress. If it stuck he
was faithful; if not, he was untrue. 
The herb’s etymology is obvious: ‘bur’

originating from the French word ‘bourre’
meaning woolly; and dock is an Old English word
denoting any large-leafed plant. Another theory
alleges that in medieval England, when the use of
French was still widespread from the Norman
invasion, farmwomen used to wrap their butter in
the big leaves of burdock to maintain its freshness
en route to market. So bur-dock may have evolved
from ‘beurre (butter) dock.’
The tenacity of the herb’s burs is well known.

Indeed, the Swiss inventor, George de Mestral, perfected Velcro
after studying the bur’s innumerable tiny hooks under his
magnifying glass.
Burdock is a large herb–it can grow up to two metres tall and

one metre wide. It blooms from mid-July to September, with
round, purple flower heads on stalks one-metre-long. The flowers
mature into the spherical, brown-gray burs.
Burdock grows easily from seed and is bothered by no pests,

however if you plan on planting it in your garden, be aware that
the herb can become invasive. If you want to harvest the roots,
which can grow to one metre in length, plant them in friable, rich
soil. Some gardeners add copious amounts of wood shavings or
other loose material to facilitate their harvesting, which–as with all
roots crops–is best done in the fall to maximize nutritional content.
Burdock prefers a location with full sun. 
Burdock is one of the principal detoxifying herbs in Western

and Chinese herbal medicine. It is an excellent blood purifier and
helps cleanse the body of waste products, including heavy metals
and uric acid. The latter quality makes burdock a superior herb
for the treatment of arthritis and gout. Several recent studies have

confirmed burdock’s popular reputation as an anti-tumour herb.
It is one of the four ingredients in the Essaic anti-cancer tea blend.
Canadian nurse Renee Caisse, who acquired the recipe from a
First Nations healer, refined this celebrated formula.
Burdock’s antibiotic, anti-fungal and demulcent qualities have

proven valuable in the treatment of skin disorders,
especially when toxicity is a factor. Taken internally
and applied topically, it has been used to
successfully medicate acne, boils, eczema and
psoriasis. 
The herb works through the bitter stimulation

of the digestive juices and especially of bile
secretion, so it will assist appetite and digestion. In
general, burdock promotes overall health and will
effectively correct symptoms of the body’s
imbalance such as skin problems and dandruff.
Topically, it can be used with success as a compress
or poultice to accelerate the healing of wounds.
The Japanese are very fond of burdock, but the

herb is rarely used in Western kitchens. The young
stalks can be peeled and steamed like asparagus and the young
leaves can be cooked like spinach. The very young leaves may
even be added raw to a salad. The herb is quite nutritious, being
high in chromium, iron, magnesium, silicon and thiamine
(vitamin B1). 
When camping, an excellent wild-crafted, nutritious vegetable

may be added to your meal as follows: 
Roasted Burdock

Roll whole, cleaned burdock roots in fresh, young burdock leaves,
wrap them in aluminum foil and roast them in the hot ashes of
your campfire for about one hour. Lightly salt them or, even
better, sprinkle them with soy sauce.

Burdock Roots in Soy Sauce
Cut desired quantity of peeled burdock roots into long pieces the
width of matchsticks. Just cover with water in a heavy saucepan
with a generous splash of soy sauce. Bring to boil and simmer,
covered, for 15 minutes. Remove the lid and continue simmering
until most of the liquid has cooked away and the burdock has
absorbed the soy sauce. Remove from heat before the burdock
sticks to the pan. Serve with Japanese or other Asian food. 0
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- Conventional Roofing
- Standing Seam & Low-slope

Metal Roofing
- Custom Flashing

- Asphalt & Cedar Shingles
- 6” Water Collection Gutters

250-652-0599
www.flynn.ca

On Time & On Budget
• Foreshore Applications
• Docks • Moorings 

• Ramps • Pile Driving

Ross Walker
250-537-9710

www.islandmarine.ca

FREE!
Scrap Car, Truck,
Bus & Equipment  

REMOVAL
No Wheels?
No Problem!

Medium & large bins
for metal clean-up

also available
Gulf Islands • Victoria

Sooke • Sidney • Duncan
250-744-6842
250-732-4285

MOORINGS

Chris West 
Dive Services

250-888-7199/250-538-1667
cdwest@telus.net

Dock Chain Inspection 
& Replacement

INSTALLED, SERVICED,
MAINTAINED

ISLANDS BULLETIN BOARD

AUTOMOTIVE

Technical services for

Water Wells
Aquifers

Groundwater

Hy-Geo 
Consulting

(250) 658-1701
information@hy-geo.com

www.hy-geo.com

Dave’s Drilling
& Blasting

Dave 250-537-7481
Callum 250-538-8640

“We don’t stand 
behind our work, 

we stand behind a tree.”

WAHL MARINE LTD.
135 McGill Road

Salt Spring Island

30 years experience
dock building & repair
pile driving & drilling
aluminum gangways & ramps
wood piers & wood floats
crane barge service & towing
mooring systems & service

Gord Wahl 250-537-1886
cell 250-537-7804

M A R I N E  S E R V I C E S

H O M E  &  P R O P E R T Y  S E R V I C E S  

To advertise, call
250-629-3660

CALL OUR
ADVERTISERS TODAY!

Regional 
Newspaper

FOR LEASE
fernhil l  
c e n t r e

Restaurant 
available for lease at the 

Fernhill Centre, on 
Mayne Island. 
Fully equipped. 

Contact: 604-221-6247

21,000 copies 
every two weeks!
For as little as
$31.24/edition!

Call 250.629.3660

FOR RENT
South Pender Island: one bedroom
plus loft, one bathroom, woodstove
& electric heat, sunny location close
to beaches, available mid-October,
long term. N/S. N/P. References. 
$800 per month plus utilities.
andy_hallpatch@telus.net

NEXT DEADLINE Wednesday, September 26  
WORD ADS $16+hst (25 words), additional words 25¢ ea  BOXED ADS B&W: $24.50/in+hst  COLOUR: $31.80/in+hst  DISCOUNTS Prepaid multi-edition series

CONTACT Sara or Christa: 250.629.3660, islandtides@islandtides.com

Close to Sidney, Victoria,
Ferries & Airport

Pick-ups arranged

Short & Long Term

Unlimited mileage 
on the Islands

Seniors’ Specials

Auto Rentals

GSAAUTORENTALS.COM

250-655-5038
1-800-809-0788

Attn:       Jean & Bob                         Date: Feb 24/12

Strait of Georgia

Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, B.C. V0N 2M0
Phone 250-629-3660       Fax 250-629-3838        Email: islandtides@islandtides.com

—puts your advertising where it will work hard for you!
18,000 copies—in every Gulf Islands’ mailbox, at stores an coffee shops on eastern 

Eastern Vancouver Island, on ferries and at ferry terminals

BOB BURGESS 
250-246-2155

bob@rainwaterconnection.com
www.rainwaterconnection.com

• harvesting systems
• design • installation
• service

Artists & Craft people are invited to
submit Exhibition Proposals for the 2013
season of ArtCraft’s Showcase Gallery. 
Exhibits, on the Mahon Hall stage, are
approximately 3 weeks long and run

June–September.

• Work may be submitted individually or
as a group.
• Work must be created within the past
two years, and must not have been
exhibited locally or at ArtCraft’s main
floor or showcase exhibit.
• Exhibitions chosen to reflect innovation,
quality, professionalism
• Artcraft commission rate is 35%.
• Items entered must be for sale.

Applications at www.ssartscouncil.com
and Salt Spring Arts Council Office, 

114 Rainbow Road.

Deadline: OCTOBER 30, 2012

SHOWCASE GALLERY
CALL FOR EXHIBITION

PROPOSALS

• WATERWELLS

• HYDROFRACTURING
TO IMPROVEWELL YIELDS

• DRILLING FOR GEOSOURCE

An Island Family Business for 
47 Years!

1-800-746-7444 
250-537-8456

www.drillwell.com          
drill@drillwell.com 

Wanted 
Forested lot/acreage on
Southern Gulf Islands
with/without rustic
Cabin/Cottage 

Any condition. Email
rob-co@shaw.ca or call
250-886-7989 (Mark).

WANTED

Aworkshop regarding the correlation between
addiction and trauma was recently held at
Cedars treatment centre in Cobble Hill.

Throughout the one-day workshop, the most up-to-
date information on neuroscience as it applies to Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder was revealed. Presenter
Johanna Daugherty, PhD, the Vice-President for
Treatment Services for the Betty Ford Centre is
renowned for expertise in her field.
Research now shows that the majority of people

with substance addiction problems also suffer from
unresolved traumatic events. This important
information further confirms that those who do not
address the underlying trauma have a much higher
chance of relapsing.
Originally, the diagnosis of Post Traumatic Stress

Disorder (PTSD) was applied only to war vets. More
recently, statistics reveal that victims of domestic
violence shows a higher incidence of PTSD than war
victims. Domestic trauma can include: rape, incest,
domestic violence and child abuse, including
emotional abuse and neglect. 
Various factors affect the degree of trauma. Was the

trauma inflicted by a stranger or a family member?
Was the incident a one-time occurrence or on-going?
Did the trauma occur in isolation? The age of a child
victim is also a factor. It is of interest that two people
who experience the same trauma can react differently
depending on the level of ego stability—and on genetic
inheritance. O’Flaherty stated, ‘Knowing this can help
to eliminate the shame and the blame and help to
eliminate harmful stigmas.’
With modern brain scan technology, scientists can

now observe the brain in action. These scans reveal
that trauma actually changes the structure and
function of the brain at the point where the frontal
cortex, the emotional brain and the survival brain

converge. Those with PTSD often manifest their
experience as substance abuse and other addictive
behaviors, including engagement in other harmful
experiences, such as self-injury. Significant psychiatric
symptoms are also common, as are violence and
problems with intimacy.
Symptoms of PTSD include hyperarousal, extreme

startle response, the inability to tune out background
stimuli, the re-experiencing of the traumatic event
through flashbacks, nightmares and an altered
consciousness in response to the feeling of
powerlessness.
‘Treatment approaches for addiction and

underlying trauma are now less confrontational due to
new understanding,’ said Cedars Executive Director,
Neal Berger. ‘A gentler more invitational approach is
more effective.’ The most effective forms of treatment,
she says, include Depth Psychology combined with
adjunct approaches such as Eye Movement
Deregulation therapy and Dialectical Behavioural
Therapy. Energy work such as Tai Chi, Qi Gong and
reflexology help to release energy blockages in the
body. Twelve-step programs offer important group
support and help to reduce shame.
‘Of fundamental importance is the need to

eradicate child abuse,’ concluded O’Flaherty. ‘By doing
this, we reduce substance abuse and surrounding
issues on both an individual and community level.
Health care costs associated with a lack of directly
working on child abuse issues are horrific.’

Helani Davison is a Certified Addiction Counselor
who has dedicated herself to raising public awareness
on all issues surrounding Mental Health and
Addiction, and their cost to society. As a writer,
Davison has researched and published many articles
on this subject, also drawing from her own
experiences of recovery. 0

Trauma, abuse and addiction; workshop 
offers insights ~Helani DavisonIslanders

Ask E ileen…
Practical advice on matters 
particular to life on an Island

Dear Eileen:
I’ve run out of milk. Is there a way
to go to the store without having to
talk to everyone else there?

Frazzled on Fernhill
Dear Frazzled: 
Living on an Island takes a lot of
imagination. And you already have
lots because that’s what got you
here. You imagined the Island was
empty. A cute little nowhere rock
covered in trees where you could
enjoy a stress-free life. 
The first thing I’d suggest is to

imagine that you are the only
person in the store, the only person
in the parking lot, the only person
in the check-out line. This will take
an active and vigorous imagination,
especially the parking bit. 
Don’t make eye contact with

anyone (really dark sunglasses
help). Go in disguise (wear your
spouse’s clothing). See? You feel
like someone else already. A
stranger, someone from New
Brunswick, or even a big city
slicker. A crossdresser. 
There may be problems with

this approach because the wife of a

man that you bought tomato stakes
from at a yard sale last year will see
you and tell your best friend’s niece
(who just happens to be on the
same ferry) that your meds
obviously need adjusting. 
If you really want anonymity, go

to the ferry terminal now and get on
the first boat that comes. That way,
at the least, you could buy your milk
on another Island. You can only
count on being anonymous for one
shopping trip, though. 
If you end up going to the

Mainland, you’re safe because the
other Gulf Islanders on the ship will
ignore you unless you have
arranged to ‘see’ each other
beforehand.
There is another way, and that is

to use your imagination to figure
out when the Island stores have no
customers—empty but open. But
don’t imagine that you saw me
there. 

Yours, Eileen Tides

Eileen welcomes your pressing
questions about living properly
on a small island in the Pacific.
Email eileen@islandtides.com. 0



There are obvious ‘health advantages’ in this, as we know–
though Cohen doesn’t mention it—complex, synthetic
chemicals and poor health, from asthma to cancer, go hand
in hand.
Organic food is only elitist if it is marketed as boutique food

at boutique prices. I grow organic vegetables in my backyard,
and they save me money every summer. We don’t need the
corporatization of organic foods, we need local cooperatives
(like Community Supported Agriculture) to provide affordable
organic produce that doesn’t require expensive and wasteful
transport thousands of miles from field to table.
About feeding nine billion people: first of all, we should be

working hard to curb population growth, for all kinds of good
reasons. We know we’ve gone beyond the carrying capacity of
our planet, and we shouldn’t be deluding ourselves that we
can techno-fix our way out of the problem. Industrial
agriculture is a big part of the problem. It will never be part of
the solution. Agriculture must be relocalized and brought back
into harmony with the natural, organic cycles of the planet. If
this doesn’t happen, and soon, all the GMOseed and fertilizers
in the world won’t help us survive the climate cataclysm that
awaits.
Mankind is better fed and longer lived now than any time

in history? Here Cohen reveals his own elitist myopia. Surely
he must know that some billion people go to bed hungry every
night, with no relief in sight? Mortality statistics are also
skewed heavily in favour of wealthy countries. So yes, those of
us in the industrialized nations are—depending on our class
standing—living longer and eating better than in the past, but
only at the cost of tremendous draining of resources from
other parts of the world, and at increasing costs in terms of

our own health.
Just as HIV/AIDS is the scourge of the less developed

world, cancer, asthma, heart disease and diabetes are the bane
of the developed world, and all are related to the toxic
chemicals we ingest, along with too much highly processed,
sugary, fatty foods.
For someone who is calling the organic movement

‘romantic,’ Cohen seems to have an almost childlike
confidence in authority figures. He says he trusts ‘the
monitoring agencies that ensure pesticides are used at safe
levels–a trust the Stanford study found to be justified.’ And I
suppose he also still believes in Santa Claus? We cannot trust
that the ‘safe levels’ established by the EPAor FDAare in fact
safe, given the fact that thousands of chemicals enter the
market without sufficient testing, presumed innocent unless
proven guilty. To win the case against them, first people must
get sick and die.
Cohen’s concluding zinger, ‘I’d rather be against nature and

have more people better fed,’ displays his own breathtaking
blind spot as regards the human relation to the natural world.
Human beings cannot be ‘against nature’ without being

‘against ourselves.’ We are a part of the natural world just like
every other life form on this planet. Our fantasy that we can
use our technological prowess to completely divorce ourselves
from our material, physical reality is just that–a fantasy. We
eat by the grace of nature, not by the grace of Monsanto.
For the entire history of homo sapiens, we have always

eaten organic. It’s only been in the last 50-odd years, post
World War II, that wartime chemicals and technologies have
found new uses in agriculture. The result has been the rapid
and wholesale devastation of vast swaths of our planet–
biodiversity giving way to monoculture, killer weeds and
pesticide-resistant superbugs going wild, the weakening and

sickening of every strand of the ecological web of our planet.
The relevant fable to invoke might be the tale of Jack and

the Beanstalk. We might be able to grow a fantastically huge
beanstalk if we feed it with enough chemical fertilizers, and
we might even be able to climb it and bring back a goose that
lays golden eggs.
But in the end, that beanstalk will prove to be more

dangerous to us than it’s worth. We’ll have to chop it down,
and go back to the slow, but solid, organic way of life that has
sustained us unfailingly for thousands of years.

This article first appeared online in CommonDreams on
September 9, 2012. 0
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If you spend a lot of time sitting in your car
waiting for the ferry, or sitting out back in
quiet contemplation, Arthur Black is the

ideal companion. His latest book, Looking
Blackward (number sixteen by my count)
contains eighty-six short essays, each of which
is the literary equivalent of a stand-up
comedian’s schtick. But it’s Arthur standing
up—you’re sitting down.
That’s right. They’re short pieces, but

there’s lots of them. Even if you spend a lot of
time in contemplation, by the time you get
through to the last one, you can be pretty
certain that you can start again at the
beginning (or in the middle) without that
terrible feeling of déjà vu all over again (in all
its grand redundancy).

One thing all these pieces have in common
is the style: a mild start (maybe with a literary
quotation from somebody you’ve actually heard
of) which doesn’t exactly tell you where Arthur’s
going; a gradual build-up, probably constructed
of happenings that you hardly noticed at the
time; and a wry, maybe witty, maybe corny
conclusion.
And, right at the end of each piece, there’s

always Arthur’s final sentence. It may be only
two words, but they are Arthur’s last words.
They are so beautifully apt; they are the soul of
brevity; they employ the storyteller’s technique
of re-incorporation; sometimes they are
comment, sometimes the punch line.
Every piece is different, of course. You

might, and should, ask: ‘Where does he get all

this stuff?’ The answer is that A Black, Esquire,
is an open-pit miner of the jumbled happenings
of the day; a man whose knowledge ranges
from horizon to horizon; a man with a keen
sense of the ridiculous, the clichéd, the
inappropriate, the ironic, and the just plain
weird. Which is to say that, reading Arthur,
your contemplation will yield knowledge you
never knew, didn’t imagine, never wondered
about, couldn’t be bothered with. But now,
transported, invariably with a twist, from
Arthur’s febrile brain, you can’t get it out of your
head. 
Must be good for something.

Arthur Black: Looking Blackward, Harbour
Publishing, 2012, $24.95. Island Tides hears
there is another book already in the making. 0

Out B(l)ack with Arthur –Book Review by Patrick Brown 

Photo: Miles Ritter

Orca whale breaching off East Point, Saturna Island.



A worrisome, wet wake-up call from the Arctic – David Suzuki
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Arctic sea ice has already melted to a record low this year,
in thickness and extent. According to the US National
Snow and Ice Data Center, record melt has occurred for

the past six years. Both the NSIDC and the European Space
Agency say ice is thinning at a rate 50% faster than scientists
predicted, mainly because of global warming, and that summer
Arctic ice could soon disappear altogether.
The implications for global climate and weather, and for

animals and people in the North, are enormous. One would
think the urgency of this development would draw a swift and
collaborative response from government, industry, media, and
the public. Instead, news media have downplayed the issue, the
only mention made of climate change at the recent Republican
National Convention was to mock the science, and many
government and industry leaders are rubbing their hands in
glee at the thought of oil and gas extraction opportunities and
shipping routes that will open up as the ice disappears. 
We just don’t get it. As ice melts, more of the sun’s energy,

which would normally be reflected back by the ice, is absorbed
by the dark water, speeding up global climate change and
warming the oceans. The Arctic is now heating at almost twice
the rate as the rest of Earth. There’s also the danger that
methane could be released as ice and permafrost melt. It’s a
greenhouse gas far more potent than carbon dioxide, so this
would accelerate global warming even further. Scientists believe
methane may also be uncovered by the warming Antarctic.
The Arctic ice cap also helps regulate weather, affecting

ocean currents and atmospheric circulation. ‘This ice has been
an important factor in determining the climate and weather
conditions under which modern civilization has evolved,’ NASA
chief scientist Waleed Abdalati told Associated Press. A study
in the journal Geophysical Research Letters concludes that
melting Arctic ice could lead to more extreme weather events,
including drought, floods, heat waves, and cold spells–especially
in Europe and North America. 

This not only threatens our future and that of our children
and grandchildren; it could also have tremendous negative
economic impacts. Climate change affects agriculture and food
supply, energy systems, water availability, and weather
conditions; it will be expensive. A study conducted for the Pew
Environment Group concludes, ‘In 2010, the loss of Arctic snow,
ice and permafrost is estimated to cost the world US$61 billion
to $371 billion in lost climate cooling services. By 2050, the
cumulative global cost is projected to range from US$2.4 trillion
to $24.1 trillion; and by 2100, the cumulative cost could total
between US$4.8 trillion and $91.3 trillion.’ 
That doesn’t take into account the effects on the animals and

plants in the Arctic–including polar bears, whales, seals, and
walruses–and the people who depend on them.
What’s the solution? During a recent trip to the North, Prime

Minister Stephen Harper confirmed that sovereignty and
resource extraction are his government’s priorities for the region
[see ‘Arctic promises–and protection–melting away’, page 3,
Island Tides, September 6]. And as Guardian writer George
Monbiot points out, companies
largely responsible for the
climate disaster are scrambling
to get as much profit from the
situation as they can. Oil
companies including Shell and
Russia’s Gazprom are taking
advantage of the melt to speed
up exploratory drilling.
Greenpeace activists recently
chained themselves to
Gazprom’s supply ship in an
attempt to stop that company’s
activities.
We can’t all chain ourselves

to ships, so we have to tell our

elected representatives, as well as people in the media and
industry, that we expect better than short-term gain for long-
term pain. Doing all we can to combat climate change comes
with numerous benefits, from reducing pollution and associated
health-care costs to strengthening and diversifying the economy
by shifting to renewable energy.
From year to year, environmental changes are incremental

and often barely register in our lives, but from evolutionary or
geological perspectives, what is happening is explosive change.
Politicians and businesspeople focused on short-term agendas
continue to ignore or downplay the hazards. But the more we
stall, the worse it will get. The Arctic warnings provide an
opportunity to get things right.

Written with contributions from David Suzuki Foundation
Editorial and Communications Specialist Ian Hanington. For
more insights from David Suzuki, please read Everything Under
the Sun(Greystone Books/David Suzuki Foundation), by David
Suzuki and Ian Hanington, now available in bookstores and
online.0

Russell Nursery, Island Agent for Halls Greenhouses
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich, BC (first exit off ferry)
250-656-0384    www.russellnursery.com/greenhouses

Year-round gardening starts here… all you need is a greenhouse!
Halls English Greenhouses are known for high quailty & affordability. 
Five models, 6 or 8ft wide, 4 to14ft long. Easy to assemble kits. 

See our website for details. 

+ = and

Photo: Susan Banjavich

After a day of dramatic weather, the crowning glory was this beautiful rainbow, captured by Susan on the ferry ride home.

The Water System Experts 
Since 1972

Authorized BC Distributor
www.vanislewater.com

Your Island Dealers
Windsor Plywood Slegg Lumber Streamline Plumbing

Peter Clarke 250.537.5564 Marc Rasmussen 250.537.4978 Jay Bourdin 250.653.2026

Schooner Point Electric
Paul Barber 250.629.3935

Earthsmart Solutions
Kurtis Rentz 250.228.5511

Ultraviolet (UV) water disinfection is a proven, affordable, 
environmentally friendly technology that can help to ensure the 

safety of your water supply.

www.uvdynamics.com


