
BC-STV stands for the British Columbia version of the
single transferable voting system. It was devised last

year by the 160 members of the Citizen’s Assembly to deal with
growing flaws in BC’s electoral system. On May 17 there will be
a referendum on the proposed system’s adoption. Naturally
those who oppose this change are becoming very vocal. Those
opposed are using two arguments:

1. That it’s too complicated, so we should stick with the first
past the post system we’ve got, because, for whatever faults it
may have, it’s at least easy to understand. So we should vote
against the BC-STV proposal.

2. That it’s the wrong answer to the problem, and that there
are better systems for achieving proportional representation, so
we should vote against the BC-STV proposal.

Here’s why they’re wrong on both counts.

Too Complicated?
No it’s not. It’s not simple either, but you have to look at what
the Citizens’ Assembly is trying to accomplish (besides
proportional representation):

(a) To give each voter a choice not only between parties (and
independents) but also between individual candidates within
each party. 

(b) To ensure that each voter’s vote really does go directly to
help elect the candidates he/she chooses, so he can vote for

candidates he supports and doesn’t feel he has to vote
‘strategically’ against candidates he would rather not support.

(c) To reduce the power of political parties in controlling
their candidates, so that the MLAs that are elected can
represent their constituents in the legislature, rather than
representing their party to their constituents.

The Wrong Answer?
No, it’s not. The Citizens’ Assembly feels it is a better answer
than conventional proportional representation. 

Voting is simpler: you can vote for the individual candidates
you support, in the order you want them. Don’t vote for
candidates you wouldn’t support. Candidates are going to have
to run against each other, even candidates from the same party.

And you can expect your MLA (governing party or not) to
represent you to Victoria, not vice versa. So expect the debate in
the legislature to be a great deal more meaningful.

The Citizens’ Assembly, which was composed of people like
you, feels that they came up with the best model for
proportional representation. It’s not perfect, but it’s a real
alternative to what we have now. (More info:
www.citizensassembly.bc.ca/public.)

So if you oppose arrogant, top-down government (from
whatever party), you should support BC-STV. 0
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