
On Sunday, October 24, the Citizens Assembly on Electoral
Reform recommended that British Columbians adopt a new
voting system—the Single Transferable Vote (STV).

The Citizen’s Assembly chose the STV system they designed
over Mixed Proportional Representation (MPR), the  system
currently working in New Zealand, with a vote of 123 to 31 on
Saturday, October 23.

The vote on whether the current electoral system (FPP)
should be retained was 142–‘No’, 11–’Yes.’ The subsequent vote
on whether the STV model they designed should be proposed
to voters was 146–’Yes’, 7–’No.’ 

The final decision whether to choose Single Transferable
Vote over our current ‘First Past The Post’ system is now up to
the voters of BC. Voters will cast ballots on STV in a
referendum at the next provincial election on May 17, 2005.

Diana Byford, Citizens Assembly member from Saanich
North and the Islands commented, ‘I would like to tell the
people of British Columbia that by offering you the Single
Transferable Vote system we honestly believe that we have
given you the very best alternative to our current system.

‘You will decide by referendum whether to adopt the new
system which offers you the three things we were asked for in
all the public meetings and through all the more than 1600
submissions put before us. They are: Proportionality, Voter
Choice and Local Representation.

‘Our final report must be delivered by December 15 of this
year. It will include details of how this system works and our
rational for choosing it.’

Green Party of Canada Deputy Leader Andrew Lewis,
resident of Salt Spring Island, commented, ‘Congratulations to
the Citizens Assembly. They have done a tremendous job. It is a
privilege to have such a groundbreaking democratic process in
BC—which the whole of Canada has been watching closely. 

‘I am relieved that the Assembly have recommended
changes in BC’s electoral system. My First impression of STV is
that it will be good for minority communities like the Gulf
Islands, which will have a better chance of electing local
candidates. I look forward to the final proposal  and am
confident that it will have a degree of proportionality that is so
desperately needed in the province.’ 0
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