
British Columbians will choose between a Single Transferable
Vote system and the current first-past-the-post system in a
second, more informed, vote on electoral reform in November
2008. The chosen system will be used for the next provincial
election on May 12, 2009.

‘Nearly 58% of those who voted in the May referendum
voted in favour of STV, but the new model did not pass under
the rules the legislature unanimously established,’ said Premier
Gordon Campbell. ‘Suggestions have been made that the
outcome might have been different if voters were aware of how
the STV would apply to their riding boundaries. We’re not going
to re-write the rules after the fact or pretend that the vote
succeeded when it did not, but neither can we ignore the size of
the double majority that voted in favour of the STV model.

‘We have listened to comments that the public wants more
information about electoral reform to make a more informed
choice. Showing voters what their riding would look like under
the STV model may provide the critical piece of information
that was missing at the time of the referendum.’

Premier Campbell outlined the process that will be followed:
• The government will ask the Electoral Boundaries

Commission, which has to be appointed this fall to review
electoral boundaries in time for the 2009 provincial election, to

consider how ridings would be configured under an STV
system. 

• The commission will be given an extended deadline to
deliver its report by the spring of 2008. 

• A referendum question will be crafted by the government
and will be debated and voted upon in the legislature.

• Equal funding will be provided to support active
information campaigns for supporters and detractors of each
model. 

•  All MLAs, including cabinet ministers, will be free to
speak and vote as they wish on the issue. The premier will
remain neutral.

‘The 161 members of the Citizens’ Assembly spent over a year
considering electoral reform and they came to their conclusion
after intensive investigation and public consultation,’ said
Campbell. ‘A sizeable majority of British Columbians reflected on
their recommendations and voted to support it, and we cannot
ignore the Assembly’s work or that the majority voted yes.

‘We will not re-do the work of the assembly or impose a
system of our own choosing. Having considered this issue, we
believe it is most appropriate to allow all British Columbians a
second, more-informed, vote on STV.’ 0
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