
People from all thirteen Islands
Trust Islands (Bowen, Denman,
Gabriola, Galiano,
Gambier/Keats, Hornby,
Lasqueti, Mayne, North & South
Pender, Saturna, Salt Spring
and Thetis) came together for
an inter-island meeting known
as the ROOTS (Renewing the
Origins Of the Trust Study
group) forum, September 23-
–25. The forum, held at the Gulf
Islands Secondary School on
Salt Spring, asked, ‘What can
we, as citizens and Islanders, do
to strengthen and invigorate the
Islands Trust’s preserve and
protect mandate?’ 

Organized by a grass-roots
group of Islanders, forum
participants included Islands
Trust Chair David Essig, along
with Trustees Tony Law (Hornby), Kim Benson
(Gambier/Keats), and Kimberly Linegar (SSI), together with
Islands Trust planning and research staff including John Gauld
and Linda Adams. ‘We support the forum,’ Essig said, ‘we’re
supportive of any opportunity for citizens to get together and
help us understand what our priorities are.’ 

The forum opened with a moderated speaker panel on
Friday evening (see related article, front page ), and was
followed by two days of  intense discussion of pressures facing
the Islands.

Aside from a large contingent of Salt Springers, Thetis
scored the most attendees—ten—while the ‘Republic of
Lasqueti’ sent a lone emissary. Though the 20-35 age group
was distinctly absent from the forum, participants ranged from
high school youth to octogenarians. 

The Roots of ROOTS
Originally, a handful of Salt Springers concerned with the
accelerating pace of development on the Islands got together

about the time of the 30th anniversary of the Islands Trust, and
began talking about ways to strengthen the Trust and preserve
essential ‘islandness.’ After meeting on Denman last year, the
group decided to host a major forum and engage people from
all the Islands on how best to help the Trust fulfill its mandate. 

Jean Gelwicks, registrar and one of the primary
coordinators for the ROOTS forum, said that the original
ROOTS group knew they didn’t want to hold a conference
preaching to a crowd, but rather a forum where all people could
participate. 

‘My job was to get people from every Island here, so this was
genuinely an inter-Island forum…the maximum number we
could fit was 150, and we got 130…so I’m pleased, and I’m
pleased with how everyone is really participating,’ she
commented at the forum.

Though she was an integral part of creating the forum,
Gelwicks is modest. ‘This percolated in a lot of people’s heads at
once,’ she said, going on to stress the importance of people
understanding the role and function of the Islands Trust. ‘It
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The Maynebelles entertain inter-Island participants at the ROOTS Forum.
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takes some time for newcomers to realize that these islands run
differently than any municipality,’ Gelwicks said. ‘I’d like people
to find out about how our government works and educate
themselves…Islands in Trust explains how the Trust was born,
and why the Trust is special.’ 

To that end, seven members of the ROOTS group prepared
a Draft Discussion Paper called ‘Strengthening the Islands
Trust’, which examines the history of the Trust, its present
condition, as well as tools needed and already possessed for
carrying out its preserve and protect mandate. ‘Most of the
work went into the paper we produced…it’s another way people
can start learning.’ 

In Islands We Trust
In a flash of brilliance and foresight, the Islands Trust was
created in 1974 with a mandate to ‘preserve and protect … its
unique amenities and environment for the benefit of the
residents of the trust area and of British Columbia.’ Since that
historic act was passed, Islanders have tried to stave off
development as it encroached increasingly rapidly in the Islands. 

The Gulf Islands are being promoted worldwide as an
upscale resort destination, so tourism pressure compounds the
problem of development. As more and more affluent people
move into the area, more and more services and upscale
accommodation is demanded. Rapid and expanding
development is counter to the Islands Trust Mandate, which
relies more on a precautionary principle (assess all harms
before proceeding).

But development and tourism pressure have not been the
sole concern of the Trust. As the Draft Discussion Paper
indicates, the Trust was at one time ‘limited to ‘coordination of’
and ‘providing advice to’ other levels of government…[though]
neither the procedures…nor the means…had [then] been
established.’ In the early days, even ministers responsible for the
Islands Trust were unpredictable in supporting it. In 1982,
Minister of Municipal Affairs Van Der Zalm ‘proposed
unexpectedly and without consultation to abolish the Islands
Trust.’

However the Islands Trust was revivified by a renewed and
strengthened Islands Trust Act in the 1989. The Trust then spent
years negoitiating protocols with other levels of government,
which has meant that the Trust’s Mandate has been more widely
taken into consideration in the last decade. 

Now, with ‘urban planning creeping into OCPs, urbanisation

and suburbanisation of the islands, and agricultural land being
converted to commercial/industrial uses,’ the ROOTS forum
seems timely. Its objective, to further strengthen the Islands
Trust to meet current challenges, was endorsed by forum
participants. 

‘We’ve got this wonderful model…there’s a lot of very creative
people willing to put in the time to make it even better…we’ve got
a structural review, elections coming up, OCPs happening. We’re
at a pivotal point in our history,’ says Briony Penn, forum
panelist. 

That’s Island Entertainment!
The forum wasn’t all business though—Saturday night saw the
participants taking in a smorgasbord of inter-Island
entertainment. The concert led off with the violin and fiddle
work of Salt Spring’s Munro twins and South Pender’s Jasmine
Dine. Mona Fertig followed with a reading of her celebrated
and insightful island poem ‘This Is Paradise.’ Gabriola’s Juno
Award winning country singer Gary Felgar and the always
colourful Valdy put in performances too, but the real fun of the
night was watching members of the ROOTS forum get up and
entertain. 

David Essig sang rousing folk songs, and even facilitator
Chris Corrigan joined the action by singing ‘Our Islands’ Ours
Again’. On more sombre notes, Murray Reis honoured the
victory—‘anarchist miracle’—against Texada Land Corp (‘we
never gave up, at least not all at the same time’), and Kathy
Dunster cast a spell to protect the Islands as a hushed crowd
listened in the dark.

And of course, since inter-Island evenings are never short
on hilarity, the audience was treated to peals of laughter with
such treats as Phil Vernon’s ‘Low-Down, High-Cost Housing
Blues’ (the permit was a snap, he said / I just moved the
boundary of the watershed’), Tony Law’s rendition of ‘The Re-
election Blues’ (I’m your trusty Trustee / won’t you trust me /
one more time) and the Mayne Belle’s rousing version of an
anti-development song sung to the tune of ‘She’ll Be Coming
Round the Mountain.’ 

The ROOTS forum covered an exceedingly wide range of
topics that Islanders have found important. With Trustee
elections looming on November 19, the meeting of Islanders
from all over the federation was well-timed. 

A pdf version of the ‘ROOTS Draft Discussion Paper,’ is
available at http://www.islandtides.com/trust.htm. 0
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