
V
oting for the mail-in HST referendum is scheduled
for July. Referendum ballots will be mailed to all
registered voters in the province, starting on

Monday, June 13. It is  expected that the majority of voters
will have received them by June 24. If you don’t receive
yours, the last date for requesting a ballot is Friday, July 8.
You may be missed if you have moved since the last
election or if you are not a registered voter.

The deadline for Elections BC to receive completed
ballots, or for ballots to be delivered in person to a Service
BC office, is 4:30pm on Friday, July 22. Elections BC
anticipates that it will take several weeks to count the
ballots, with the results announced in August.

The provincial government has committed to abide by
the results of the referendum, which offers two choices:
‘Are you in favour of extinguishing the HST (Harmonized
Sales Tax) and reinstating the PST (Provincial Sales Tax)
in conjunction with the GST (Goods and Services Tax)?
Yes/No.’

In other words, vote ‘Yes’ if you don’t want the HST,
and would prefer that the province returns to the 5% GST
and the 7% PST, with the exemptions as they used to be;
and vote ‘No’ if you dowant the 12% HST.

Public Information Funded

The provincial government has announced funding for
programs to ensure public debate before the vote. Groups

on both the pro and the con sides will be eligible for grants
from a $500,000 fund (half for each side) to be
administered by former provincial Ombudsman Stephen
Owen. He will also allocate another $500,000 to BC’s
public universities, colleges, and institutes to hold
‘informative public dialogues’ in advance of the
referendum.

The government will also produce and send a
‘comprehensive voter’s guide’ which is to include
statements from both the ‘yes’ and ‘no’ sides, a summary
of the government-appointed ‘independent panel’ report
on the HST and ‘other information’. The estimated cost of
this guide is $700,000. (The panel, appointed in January,
included former Alberta Finance Minister Jim Dinning,
former BC Auditor General George Morfitt, Coast Capital
Savings CEO Tracy Redies, and Simon Fraser University
professor and economist John Richards.) 

Attorney General Barry Penner says, ‘We also
understand that there continues to be considerable
confusion and poor information about the HST, as well as
what it means to go back to both the PST and GST. In
addition to this public dialogue funding, government will
also continue to provide fact-based information to voters
in order to ensure we have as informed a referendum as
possible.’ 0

Reprint from Volume 23 Number 9 May 5, 2011

Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

Summer of the HST

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd.This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.

‘This article was published (May 5, 2011) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing across the 
Southern Strait of Georgia from Tsawwassen to Victoria to Nanaimo.’

Island Tides, Box 55, Pender Island, BC, Canada.       Phone: 250-629-3660.       Fax: 250-629-3838. 

Email: islandtides@islandtides.com.     Website: http://www.islandtides.com

http://www.islandtides.com
http://www.islandtides.com

