
On March 5, the BC Liberal majority in the provincial
legislature changed its position from neglecting to debate the
Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility Agreement signed
with Alberta, to refusing to debate the Agreement.

A motion introduced by the NDP opposition in the House
was, after some debate, defeated 40 to 25, with government
members all voting against.

The motion was introduced during the morning session by
Michael Sather, NDP member for Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows:

‘Be it resolved that this House urge the BC Government to
introduce the Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility
Agreement between British Columbia and Alberta to this
House for full debate before it comes into effect on April 1,
2007.’

Opposition Seeks Introduction of
Legislation

Sather, kicking off the debate on his motion, announced, ‘It is
the position of the opposition that this government must
provide the public with an opportunity to engage in a

conversation on TILMA. This is an agreement with potentially
far-reaching consequences, as we will outline this morning.
Despite these far-reaching consequences, this government has
chosen not to bring this agreement before the House. We
submit that it is incumbent upon this government, in the name
of good government and in the name of open and honest
government, to bring legislation on TILMA before this House.’ 

Debate on whether to debate continued for the rest of the
morning; NDP members participating included MLAs Sather,
Chudnovsky, Puchmayr, Kwan, Krog, and Ralston. Liberal
members opposing the motion included Hawes, Bennett, Hon
Colin Hansen, Rustad, and Lekstrom. Discussion concluded at
lunchtime; the vote took place at 6pm and the motion to bring
TILMA legislation forward was defeated.

Debate on Motion Unreported
Despite the motion, debate, and the vote, none of the
mainstream dailies (Vancouver Sun, The Province, Globe &
Mail, Times Colonist) reported on the motion or commented
on it. 0
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