
The provincial Electoral Boundaries Commission has
announced that it will complete its work under its original
terms of reference, even though the final fate of its
recommendations is in considerable doubt.

The commission’s August 15 Preliminary Report, produced
according to its original terms of reference, recommended
adjustments to provincial riding boundaries so as to minimize
variations between ridings of the number of voters per member
of the Legislative Assembly. It also mapped out multi-member
ridings for use with Single Transferable Vote (STV), a
proportional representation system being considered in BC.

The Report accurately reflected extensive shifts in
population from rural ridings to urban ones, ultimately leading
to recommending a reduction in the number of rural MLAs and
an increase in the number of MLAs from urban areas.

The reduction in rural seats met with substantial objections
from the affected rural areas of the province; these objections
were supported by both the governing BC Liberal party and the
opposition NDP. 

So it was that on September 13, Premier Gordon Campbell
announced the government’s intention to introduce legislation
that would increase the number of MLAs sufficiently to ensure
that the rural ridings would all retain the same number of seats
as they have currently. 

On October 24 the government introduced Bill 39, which
would have done this, and which would have required the
commission to do a complete recalculation of all the ridings; in
fact, to completely repeat the process. 

But when the legislature adjourned on November 29, Bill 39

had not been debated or voted upon. The Liberal government

has complained that the NDP would not support it. However,

the Liberal majority would have carried the bill, which they

appeared to support, in any case. 

This has left the Commission with its original terms of

reference. The commission has no choice but to complete its

work without incorporating the changes it has recommended. 

It plans to complete its final set of Public Hearings, and to

submit any amendments to the Preliminary Report to the

Speaker of the provincial Legislature by February 15, 2008. It is

unclear what the Legislature might do with the Final Report,

but indications are that the Liberal majority would vote against

it, leaving the voters with the same distribution of seats as in

the last election.

In the meantime, the commission’s recommendations with

respect to the STV ridings are in doubt, since they were

designed to be compatible with the proposed revised single-

member ridings. Since the actual shape and composition of the

STV ridings is important information for many citizens voting

on the second STV referendum, which is scheduled to coincide

with the next provincial election; uncertainty about these

ridings may also affect the result of the referendum. 

Last time, the STV proposal received a 58% majority, short of

the 60% required, but otherwise met all criteria for adoption. 0
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