
After 20 years of controversy,
Jumbo Glacier Resort is finally
going ahead. The BC government
announced on November 20 that it
has approved incorporation of
Jumbo as a Mountain Resort
Municipality (MRM). An interim
municipal council was appointed for
a two-year term.  
In May, the BC government

amended the Local Government Act
to give itself authority to incorporate a
mountain resort municipalitywhether
or not there are residents in the area at the time of incorporation.
This decision facilitated the Jumbo incorporation, despite an almost
unanimous resolution to oppose the required amendment, passed
in September by the Union of BC Municipalities. 
Further to the story, in 2009, the Regional District of East

Kootenay (RDEK) passed a motion requesting that the BC
government incorporate Jumbo as a MRM. At the August 7,
2009, meeting of the RDEKboard of directors, delegations spoke
both for and against the motion. Reasons cited in opposition
included the potentially negative climatic and economic impacts,
fragmentation of already critical grizzly bear habitat, and a lack of
‘democratic process’. A representative from Ktunaxa First Nation
Council said accommodations and considerations for the
Ktunaxa, who consider the area the home of the Grizzly Bear
Spirit, needed to be met. Supporters highlighted the jobs and tax
revenues to be generated, including Shuswap Indian Band who
said the development will ‘respect cultural features’ and provide
much needed economic development. Greg Deck, who was
recently appointed mayor of Jumbo, was present and spoke in
favour of the motion, saying that the public would not get to ‘fiddle
with the process because they did not like the results.’ 

Seven of fifteen directors
opposed the motion. 
Groups such as Jumbo Creek

Conservation Society and
Wildsight have protested the resort
scheme for years, raising questions
about the impacts of the
development on local and
migratory wildlife, the state of the
receding glacier, and the sufficiency
of the regional infrastructure to
support a such a rapid  increase in
population.

‘For over 20 years, the regional population has remained
unwaveringly opposed to Jumbo Glacier Resort,’ said Bob
Campsall of the Jumbo Creek Conservation Society. ‘This
announcement demonstrates the current government’s blatant
disrespect for public opinion, for democracy, and for the role of
elected local governments as managers of local land uses.’
When asked by Island Tideshow he will proceed in the face

of the opposition, Mayor Deck replied that ‘public opinion is
divided on this complex public policy issue’. He said he intends
to work closely with his colleagues, the proponent, appropriate
provincial ministries and all members of the community to ‘run
an efficient municipality that respects current financial
circumstances as well as the interests of future inhabitants.’ 
The year-round ski resort will be built at the foot of Jumbo

Mountain and Jumbo Glacier, 55km west of Invermere. The
$450-million resort is planned in three phases. It will include
5,500 bed-units in a 104-hectare resort base area. It is projected
to create almost 800 permanent full-time jobs. It is not yet
apparent what the required new infrastructure will cost BC
taxpayers. 0
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