
We need a completely different strategy. Instead of
exploiting resources that cannot be renewed, BC must

invest in people.

Pot of Gold Politics
Our provincial government has put all its eggs in one basket:
natural resources, and more specifically, liquid naural gas.

Our governments seek continued re-election based on a
promise which is short term enough to seem realistic, yet long-
term enough so it is always remains a promise, never to be
delivered. It’s the ‘pot of gold’ school of politics.

Resource Development
Such resource development is characterized by decreasing
productivity, unpredictable market prices, and low returns to
government for publicly owned assets and environmental
damage. Job benefits are ephemeral and insecure.

LNG is a typical example. To maintain shipments of liquified
natural gas requires continued and increasing levels of drilling
and fracking, together with huge capital investments in
transportation (including pipelines, ports, and liquefaction
plants), all to serve internationally competitive markets which
continually press for price reductions. Government revenues,
even the minimum sufficient to cover infrastructure, regulation,
social costs, and subsidies, never materialize. 

A mug’s game. And our children and grandchildren pay the
eventual price.

People
People, of course, are the ultimate renewable resource. The
reason for having government is to improve the quality of life
for people. BC starts with an enormous natural advantage.
People come here because it’s a wonderful place to live. 

Instead of subsidizing natural resource extraction, our
government must lead with direct investment in our human
resources. 

A New Economy
Here’s the way to drive a new, diverse BC economy: 

Personal security is fundamental—health care at all levels
from preventive to advanced and community to institutional.
We need: specific programs to eliminate child poverty; housing
for the homeless; better unemployment insurance and social

assistance for the young who have no work, support the
handicapped and families; and care, respect and opportunity
for seniors.

Education is lifelong—not just a couple of awkward line items
in the government’s budget, both learning and teaching are
lifelong activities for everyone. The government’s role is to
support them at every level—professional, industrial,
organizational, entrepreneurial, artistic, community, family,
research, recreational, environmental; for children, apprentices,
students, interns, employees, managers, immigrants, teams,
small business owners, and seniors;

Infrastructure is essential—high-speed internet,
communications, transportation, research facilities, local
financial enterprises, business incubators, angel and venture
capital markets, universities, technical institutes, and colleges;
events and conferences, awards and publications;

Employment is for everyone—counselling, job-finding
assistance; contract work exchanges, government programs,
flexible employment tax structures, qualification structures for
trades and professions; employment law clarity; help for small
and micro business to provide employment.

Our environment is our future—and our past. Fundamental
to our lives is expertise in all aspects of the planet’s natural
environment, and care of its renewable riches. This is where
science intersects with traditional knowledge of the land and
water of our province; where BC could lead the world in
sustainability and conservation.

Social and Economic Leadership
Government leadership is critical to taking advantage of our
natural and intellectual environment. Government’s
responsibility is to fully participate, socially and economically, on
behalf of all the people of the province, and every one of our
communities. 

It’s time for a brand new strategy—for BC’s future, and for
all of us. —Patrick Brown
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