
Gardom Pond is a tiny lake behind an earth dam in the

Harbour Hills subdivision on North Pender Island. It

serves the water supply of houses on Razor Point Road,

below the dam, and fire protection for the subdivision. It

was created by building a dam across an existing wetland

in 1977, during the subdivision’s creation.

June, 2010, saw the collapse of an 80-year-old earthen

dam on Testalinden Creek, near Oliver. The resultant

mudslide destroyed five homes and orchards and covered

part of Highway 97. 

A few days after the Testalinden incident, the provincial

government announced plans to carry out a

‘precautionary’ check on as many as 2,000 other dams in

the province.

The Ministry of the Environment stated at that time

that dam maintenance and inspection was the

responsibility of the holder of the water licence, but that

‘auditing’ the maintenance was the Ministry’s

responsibility. 

The amount of inspection and maintenance required is

dependent on the Ministry’s assessment of the danger of

the dam failing, and the consequences if it does (which

depends on houses, highways, etc, below the dam).  A

number of dams in BC as listed as ‘very high’consequence;

the Gardom Pond dam is listed as ‘high’ consequence

along with Buck Lake (the Magic Lake Estates 1200-lot

subdivision water supply) and Greenburn Lake (South

Pender), and many others.

The water licenses for Gardom Pond were issued in

1996 to the owners of the five properties on its shoreline

(including one lot held by TWAM Developments for the

remainder lot in the next phase of Harbour Hills) and the

Pender Island Parks Commission. The Razor Point

Improvement District opted not to apply for a water

license.

In 2009, the license holders were advised that they

would be liable for the completion of a dam safety review

every ten years. A review is due by August 2011, at a cost of

$15,000, plus any needed repairs or modifications. 

The Pender Island Conservancy Association is

supporting the license holders’ application for a grant to

help with these costs. This recognizes that the pond may

have a number of public benefits, including environmental

and hydrological advantages. 

At a meeting on January 9, attended by about 30

Penderites (mainly from Harbour Hills and Razor Point),

the license holders appealed for public support. 0
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