
On the last day of the spring session of the Legislature, BC’s
Liberal government used closure and its compliant majority to
pass a number of bills with little or no debate. Among them
was Bill 42, the Election Amendment Act.

Objections had been raised by the public to several sections
of this statute, particularly those requiring photo identification
for voters and limits on advertising expenditures by third
parties in the period prior to an election.

In response, the Election Amendment Act was itself
amended on the last day of the session, with no opportunity to
debate the amendments.

The provisions for identification of voters do not appear to
have been significantly changed; they still provide for alternate
identification for voters by means of two documents which may
not necessarily include the voter’s photograph, and also provide
for someone to personally vouch for the voter.

However, the proposed 120 day control period (added to the
election period of 28 days) for third party advertising has been
reduced to 60 days. The dollar limits for third parties remain at
$150,000 per election or $3,000 per riding.

The $2.2 million advertising limit for registered political
parties during this period has been reduced to $1.1 million.

Federally, the Supreme Court of Canada, in its 2004
judgments on the third party advertising issue, assumed that
there would be no restriction on advertising outside the election
period. While the latest amendments to BC’s Election
Amendment Act have reduced the length of the period during
which third party advertising spending is limited, it still exceeds
the 28 day election period. It remains to be seen whether there
will be a challenge to the amended Bill 42. �
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