
The HST referendum to be held over the next month is the
best chance BC residents have to express their opinion on
the economic vision that has been pursued for the past
nine years by the BC Liberal provincial government.

That vision is one of an economy dependent on capital-
intensive resource exploitation, with the government a
willing and active ally: unprocessed commodities and
energy shipped to the US and throughout the world, and
the profits to multinational corporations. 

The introduction of the HST was a major part of that
vision. 

It was the biggest shift in provincial tax policy ever. It
shifted a $1.8 billion tax burden from old-line
corporations (construction, manufacturing, forestry, oil &
gas) to consumers. The tax advantage to smaller,
innovative, people-centred enterprises? Not so much.

So the question on the ballot is more than how you like
to pay your taxes; it’s whether the future of the province
should rely on these industries, or whether it is to be found
in the imagination and entrepreneurship of new
generations.

The Politics Of It
This economic vision has been the driving force of the

past few years of BC Liberal government; there is little sign
that it might change, despite a sudden change of premier.
The HST was a surprise tax increase, deceptively packaged
as ‘revenue-neutral’ and ‘not even on the radar’ before the
last provincial election.

The HST referendum, forced on the government by the
unexpected success of last year’s anti-HST petition, has
come to embody citizens’ alarm, not only at the imposition
of the tax, but also at a government devoted to corporate
profits before citizens and the environment. 

Even now, that government only dimly understands
the symbolism of the HST. It is entirely possible that the
result of the referendum may anticipate the result of the
next provincial election. 

With this in mind, the government has made several
attempts to pretty-up the HST, the sort of marketing
makeover colloquially described as ‘putting lipstick on a
pig.’ Given almost a decade of deceptive claims (to put it
politely) by this same government, these new changes
cannot easily be believed.

These cosmetic efforts also serve to distract voters from
the larger issue, the government’s economic vision for BC.
They reflect increasing desperation on the part of the
government.

Voter Suppression
The resulting referendum presents voters with a clear
choice of moving goalposts; a confusing ballot question in
which ‘No’ means yes to the HST, and ‘Yes’ means no; a
complicated mail-in ballot process; an unaudited,
undefined counting process, all surrounded by a fog of
government propaganda, bribery, and threats. And above
all that, it obscures the real point.

It all adds up to what has come to be called voter
suppression. Now in use in elections near you, it consists
in making the whole question so confusing and
complicated, the choices so hard to understand, and the
voting procedure so daunting and difficult that, combined
with general distrust of government, you won’t be
bothered to vote.

Which would suit the government just fine.
But this is a rare opportunity to express your opinion in

a referendum. It’s not only about the HST; it’s also about
whether you think the government is going in the right
direction.

Voter fatigue it certainly is. But don’t give up. Make the
effort. Refuse to be suppressed. 0

Ed’s note: Please see box on next page for more details. 
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Pity The Voter!
Some points you, the voter, should consider:

1. The referendum question reads: ‘Are you in favour of
extinguishing the HST (Harmonized Sales Tax) and
reinstating the PST (Provincial sales tax) in conjunction with
the GST (Goods and Services Tax)? Yes or No.’  

This is backwards—for no HST vote ‘Yes’; for continuing
the HST vote ‘No’. Confusing.

2. It will be a mail-in ballot, an unfamiliar procedure to
voters, and one which dispenses with polling stations,
scrutineers, and all the usual checks and supervision of an
election. This is claimed to ‘address voter fatigue’. (You can
see where this is going.)

3. After many dates had been discussed, the government
finally settled on midsummer. Elections BC will start mailing
out ballots to all registered voters on June 13. You should
have yours by June 24;  if not, the last day to request a ballot
is July 8, and all ballots must be received back by Elections
BC by 4:30pm, July 22. Despite all these deadlines, we are
told that the results are to be announced sometime in August. 

4. The referendum is to be conducted under the HST
(Harmonized Sales Tax) Referendum Regulation, B.C. Reg.
68/2011. The HST Initiative and Referendum Act, passed on
June 2, mainly said that it wouldn’t be under the Recall and
Initiative Act. This means that none of the regulations
concerning third-party campaign spending applied. The
government announced that both the ‘Yes’ and ‘No’ sides
would receive equal financial support, except that the ‘No’
side would be supported by the government. Sneaky.

5. In early May, a government-appointed panel concluded
that the HST would not produce the promised jobs; was not,
as claimed, ‘revenue-neutral’ (in fact it produced massive
extra revenues for the government); and was costing the
average BC family an extra $350 per year. 

Later in May, the government announced ‘fixes’ to the tax,
including promises to cut the 12% tax to 10% by July, 2014,
and extra $175 one-time cash payments to seniors and
families with children. It also promised ‘temporary’ delays to
previously promised income tax reductions for large and
small businesses. These fixes apply, of course, only if the HST
survives the referendum.

6. If the HST doesn’t survive the referendum, we should
get the PST and GST back, with all the original exemptions,
right? Well, maybe. When asked in the legislature May 13
whether the apparent alternative, ‘reinstating’ the 5% GST
and 7% PST (with their many exemptions) would be exactly
as before, Finance Minister Falcon suggested that he might
reimpose the PST on previously exempt items, such as
restaurant meals. 
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