
The focus of the Legislature, in recent weeks, was the
continuing crisis in Community Living BC (CLBC), the
organisation which is supposed to work with developmentally
disabled adults. Daily we demanded the government halt
group home closures and conduct an independent
investigation. In return we daily received denials from the
premier and the minister responsible that there is anything
wrong in CLBC’s operation. 

However, when we brought a motion to the floor of the
Legislature calling for a moratorium on group home closures,
a couple of backbench BCLiberal MLAs agreed there is a crisis
which their government is ignoring. 

Despite the sterling work of the 
Campbell River and District Association for Community
Living, I regularly hear from North Island families whose sons
or daughters are affected. I spoke in favour of halting group
home closures; 65 have shut their doors, leaving hundreds of
people without a supportive family atmosphere. 

One of the major problems faced by those with
developmental disabilities, and their families, is when a
person becomes 19-years-old, they are transferred from the
support of the Ministry for Children and Families to the chaos
that is CLBC. This is a frightening time for the young people
and their families who suddenly find themselves with very few
supports. I also talked about other young people who have
been in care of the Ministry who, when they turn 19, find
themselves on their own. I spoke about their need for support
and advocacy, the stresses they feel and the difficulties they
have in making the system work for them. The result of this
abrupt abandonment is that many end up on welfare, find
themselves homeless or have mental health problems. 

The Standing Committee on Children and Youth met again
to examine the Act which governs the role of the
Representative for Children and Youth. This is an ongoing
series of meetings where we are examining the continued
relevance of the legislation, five years after its inception. 

There were many other issues discussed in the Legislature
during October. Changes are being made to the Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 

Access to information is at the heart of a healthy
democracy but, as I discussed when I responded to the bill, the
Liberal government has done little to allow individuals,
organisations and media access to information. People
applying face large costs, time delays and often find large
sections of the reports blacked-out. 

Nor has the government done much to protect people’s
privacy. There are many examples of wholesale breaches of
privacy. And there is real concern that this bill, as it stands
now, will do nothing to increase security of personal data at a
time when it allows for more information to be gathered
electronically about BC citizens . 

The other main area of debate was whether Lower
Mainland municipalities should be allowed to charge an extra
two cents per litre on gasoline to help pay for the long-planned
Evergreen transit line. While we agree with that, we think the
government should go further. We have been arguing that
instead of having a ‘revenue neutral’ carbon tax, money raised
from that source should be spent on public transit initiatives.

One of the issues raised in question period is the concern
about ISA, the virus which has been found in some salmon in
Rivers Inlet; this could have a major impact on both the
environment and jobs in aquaculture in the North Island, but
the Minister for Agriculture, the MLA for the Comox Valley,
gave no confidence that he had any understanding of the
situation.

On the issue of jobs in our communities, I met with the
Minister of Jobs, Pat Bell, and talked to him about Campbell
River becoming a pilot community for the government’s Job
Plan. It looks like success; while it has not been finalised it is
now extremely likely. 

The programme will bring together a cross-section of
people and interests in our community to drive innovation
and job creation. As one of the first communities, we will be
under the spotlight and it will be a real test of whether there is
any substance in what has appeared to be a Liberal
government jobs spin. Everyone is agreed on the need for jobs
across the North Island and we should encourage all sincere
efforts being made to create them. 0
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