
A proposal to ship Wyoming coal to Asia via the Fraser Surrey
docks and Texada Island has been opposed by municipal and
regional governments in the Vancouver area, and by the Islands
Trust Council.
However, the decision on whether the scheme will go ahead

is in the hands of Port Metro Vancouver, an agency of Canada’s
federal government with a mandate to increase trade through
the port. PMV is not obligated to consider local public opinion
or local government resolutions.

US Exports Seek Outlet
With tighter emission regulations and cheap natural gas,
electrical generation in the US has been switching from coal to
gas. As a result, the coal industry in the western US has been
seeking new markets in Asia. Some 40% of US coal is mined in
Wyoming.
However, proposed coal ports in Oregon have been strongly

opposed, and a proposed port just north of Bellingham,
Washington is meeting strong opposition, both to the port and
to the trains which would have to serve it.
Thus an increasing amount of US coal is being shipped

through Vancouver, with both the Westshore Terminal (in
Delta, just north of the BC Ferries terminal) and Neptune
Terminal (in North Vancouver, just east of the Lions Gate
Bridge) increasing their throughput capacity.

A New Location
Further increases in coal shipping capacity run up against a
shortage of industrial waterfront where deep sea ships can dock.
Hence the proposal from the existing Fraser Surrey docks (FSD,
opposite New Westminster on the Fraser River) to unload coal
from railcars into barges. The barges would then be towed
through Sabine Channel to the Lafarge Canada Ltd (Texada
Quarrying Ltd) bulk loading facility on Texada Island, where the
coal would be stored on land until it could be loaded on to bulk
vessels for export to Asia. 
The coal is therefore transferred three times between railcars

and ships. It has been estimated that this would necessitate 25
additional employees at FSD and a further 25 on Texada, where
the Lafarge facility already handles coal from the Quinsam mine,
barged from Middle Point, north of Campbell River.

Coal Dust
While most Canadian coal handled through Port Metro
Vancouver is metallurgical, used in steelmaking, the coal to be
handled through FSD/Texada is a lower thermal grade, used for
electricity generation. Increased rail traffic is one concern of
greater Vancouver residents; uncovered coal hopper cars and
uncovered barges, storage piles, and transfer operations will
generate fine coal dust. Health authorities in greater Vancouver
have expressed particular concern about this, and its possible
contribution to lung ailments (Australian studies have indicated
that this is a problem 500 metres away from rail lines and bulk
handling facilities).  Vancouver Coastal Health and Fraser
Health have suggested that a formal health impact assessment
be carried out.
The industry has indicated that it will not cover their loads

because of cost, and the danger of spontaneous combustion.
However, a spokesperson for FSD indicated that they would
stop operations when the wind exceeded 45 kph (26 knots).
Winter storms in Sabine Channel might prove a problem; up to
eight loaded barges a day may pass between Texada and
Lasqueti Islands (and eight empty, but dusty, returning barges).
In addition, increased coal train traffic along the White

Rock/Crescent Beach waterfront has met with complaints from
residents.

Deep Sea Ships
The new proposal would result in a further 50 bulk carriers per
year each way, adding to ship traffic through Boundary Pass,
Haro Strait, and Juan de Fuca Strait. These are confined waters,
and bulk carriers are slow to respond to command. They also
carry substantial quantities of fuel oil, with its attendant dangers
in the event of a collision or grounding. They may not be tankers,
but they still represent a hazard.
In addition, while waiting for cargo, they will require

anchorage space, often within the southern Gulf Islands or inlets
in Vancouver Island.
The Canadian Coast Guard and equivalent organizations in

the San Juan Islands lack any oil spill response that could
contain a spill of any size before it reached shore. This is just one 

Reprint from Volume 25 Number 13 July 4, 2013
Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
‘This article was published (July 4, 2013) in ‘Island Tides’, 

an independent, regional newspaper distributing across the Strait of Georgia on the Gulf Islands and Vancouver Island.’
Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 250-629-3660 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com

Texada coal shipping opposed -  Patrick Brown

http://www.islandtides.com


© Island Tides Publishing Ltd.This article may be reproduced with this attribution, in its entirety, with notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd. 
‘This article was published (July 4, 2013 in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing across the 

Southern Strait of Georgia from Tsawwassen to Victoria to Nanaimo.’

Island Tides, Box 55, Pender Island, BC, Canada       Phone: 250-629-3660       Fax: 250-629-3838 
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com     Website: www.islandtides.com

of the increasing hazards which result from the southern Gulf
Islands’ proximity to an industrial port of ever-increasing size.
While, as noted above, US ports are reluctant to take on more
coal shipping traffic, Canadian ports are similarly unprepared,
particularly to handle US coal exports.

Climate Change
The major public concern about the export of coal is its
inevitable contribution to greenhouse gases whenever and
wherever it is consumed. Port Metro Vancouver says that this is
not their concern, but the federal government’s. But it is, in the

final analysis, the most important reason that Canada should
not ship more coal. 
Coal export is, after all, a short term strategy; the eventual

reduction in coal consumption, because of unhealthy emissions
and its contribution to global climate change, will, in the longer
term, reduce the economic argument for coal production and
shipping, and leave the port with millions of dollars’ worth of
stranded and unusable assets, not to mention polluted sites and
shorelines. 
Inevitably, it is a losing proposition. 0
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