
On August 21, Port Metro Vancouver approved the proposal to
export US low-grade coal through Fraser Surrey Docks (FSD).
The scheme would see coal from the western US—blocked from
exporting through US west coast ports—shipped by unit train
across the border into Canada. It would then be carted through
White Rock and Surrey to the Fraser Surrey Dock facility, there
to be transferred directly to barges.

Of all the coal shipping proposals developed by Port Metro
Vancouver, this one provides the maximum potential for the
distribution of coal dust. Starting with the dustiest grade of coal,
it travels through White Rock and Surrey in open railcars, and
is dumped and transferred directly to barges at a new facility to
be built at Fraser Surrey Docks. The uncovered barges are towed
down the Fraser River and up Georgia Strait; the coal is
stockpiled in the open on Texada Island, and then loaded by
conveyor on a ship for travel back down the Strait, past the Gulf

Islands, and out across the Pacific to China.
The proposal has been heavily criticized by local government

and health authorities, particularly since Port Metro Vancouver
has not provided them with any say in the matter. However,
Fraser Surrey Docks have proposed several strategies to detect
and reduce coal dust. This includes applying coal dust
suppressant at the mines before departure,and removing excess
coal on wagon sills.

The FSD operation is expected to continue 24/7. The coal car
receiving operation will take place in a fully enclosed structure.
External conveyors will be covered. Water spray will be used
continuously at transfer points between conveyors. After
emptying, coal cars will be sprayed with water.

Similar precautions are to be used when loading coal onto
barges, including extra damping and spraying on dry, windy
days. 0
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