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Canadian environmentalists may have warmed to the new
federal Environment Minister John Baird, who actually says he
believes the climate is changing. I would think that National
Post journalist Andrew Coyne’s take is more accurate when he
described Mr Baird as ‘The man sent to kill the issue: Baird
posting is all about appearances.’

For the record, Baird gave a rousing anti-Kyoto speech at a
gathering put on by The Canadian Coalition for Responsible
Environmental Solutions. The coalition was a lobby group
‘who’s who’ of big Canadian greenhouse gas emitters like the
Canadian Association of Oil Well Drilling Contractors, the
Canadian Petroleum Association, the Canadian Association of
Petroleum Producers, the Coal Association of Canada and the
Cement Association of Canada. In 2002, the coalition ran a
$225,000 a week advertising campaign to pressure the
Chrétien government not to sign on to Kyoto.

Judging from its media releases, that coalition could also
have written the Harper government’s ‘Made in Canada’ anti-
Kyoto do-nothing climate change plan. In a press statement
April 7, 2006 Rona Ambrose, the previous environment
minister, gave notice that Canada’s contribution to the Kyoto
Protocol would be to set its own ‘easier to meet’ greenhouse gas
emissions standards: ‘My departmental officials and the
department officials from Natural Resources have indicated

that it is impossible, impossible for Canada to reach its Kyoto
target.’ Under newMinister Baird this non-plan remains, as do
the hatchet jobs to Environment Canada’s GHG control
measures.

It is interesting to see what the Honourable Gary Lunn,
Minister of Natural Resources (and Saanich/ Gulf Islands’MP),
has on his mind at the moment. It is Alberta’s tar sands. But
the tar sands mega-projects have a problem. There’s just not
enough natural gas to keep melting the tar out of the sand. But
have no fear:Minister Lunn has the solution.

The Globe and Mail business section this month covered
the ‘nuclear options in the tar sands’ and reported that in
December, Minister Gary Lunn said nuclear power in the oil
sands is a matter of ‘when, not if’, adding that it could ‘play a
very significant role … I’m very, very keen.’ Which sounds like
Minister Lunn wants as much oil flowing from the tar sands as
possible, come global warming, climate change, Hell, and/or
high water.

Under Minister Lunn the tar sands are destined to be
Canada’s greatest contribution to GHGs. Future generations will
be left to cope with more nuclear waste as well as climate
catastrophe.

What a crazy combination! Not Lunn and Baird, of course—
but nuclear power and tar sands.�
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