
Cuts planned by the federal government to climate change
programs will hurt energy conservation and renewable energy
projects in BC, according to the GSX-Concerned Citizens
Coalition.

Following comments on March 28 by Prime Minister
Harper that, ‘we’re starting from scratch’ on climate change
programs, the  GSX Concerned Citizens Coalition states that
cuts could include programs such as the popular One Tonne
Challenge; the EnerGuide program for home efficiency
renovations; and the Wind Power Production Incentive, which
has provided vital assistance to the fledgling Canadian wind
industry.

The citizen groups, communities and businesses that deliver
these programs from coast to coast have been in suspense since
a March 31st end date for funding for many programs, and
rumours of 40% over-all cuts for climate change programs,
comments the BC Sustainable Energy Association.

‘So far, the Harper government has only taken negative

actions on climate change, said Arthur Caldicott, president of

the GSX-Concerned Citizens Coalition. Meanwhile ‘California is

planning to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by

2050, and the Conference of New England Governors and

Eastern Canadian Premiers is making similar commitments.’

‘We need to dramatically expand our clean energy and

climate change programs, not axe them,’ said BC Sustainable

Energy Association provincial coordinator Peter Ronald.

‘Programs like the One Tonne Challenge and the EnerGuide

home improvement grants reduce greenhouse gas emissions

and, just as importantly, educate Canadians on critical energy

and climate issues. They demonstrate the federal government’s

commitment to address the issue, says Ronald. 0
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