
The federal government announced on September 2 that
another $10 million in funding will be committed to expand the
Gulf Islands National Park Reserve.

The Gulf Islands National Park Reserve has been assembled
over the past 13 years through a combination of land purchases,
transfers from the Province of British Columbia, the Capital
Regional District and from private donations.

With today’s funding announcement, Parks Canada’s land
acquisition fund increases to $20 million and considerably
enhances the park’s ability to acquire significant, ecologically
important lands.

Formally established in 2003, the Gulf Islands National
Park Reserve includes thirty-five square kilometres of land and

inter-tidal area on fifteen islands, numerous islets and reefs. In
addition it protects twenty-six square kilometres of marine
areas that provide valuable habitat for seals and nesting
shorebirds. The goal of the park is to protect small island
ecosystems, as well as representative examples of headlands,
shorelines and uplands or larger islands.

The park currently is centred on the southern Gulf Islands.
Islanders will be very curious to see where new aquisitions will
be located.

Parks Canada works to ensure Canada’s cultural and natural
heritage are presented and protected for the enjoyment,
education and appreciation of all Canadians, today and in the
future.�
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