
Global warming is happening right now, as anyone in the arctic

will tell you. And it is forecast to continue. And with uncertainty

about how much and when, and what the effects will be. For

many of us, any potentially catastrophic effects are scheduled to

occur after we are dead.

After all, we’re being asked to set targets for 2050 (I’ll be

dead)  in the hope that the climate would straighten itself out

by 2100 (we’ll all be dead.)

But our children and grandchildren expect that they will be

affected—unless we all take some kind of effective action. All of

us? Yes, all of us.

Well, even if it’s happening, it’s not our fault!  It’s the fault of

capitalistic corporations, and they tell us that it will have a

devastating effect on the economy if they have to reduce their

greenhouse gas emissions. They don’t care, because

corporations don’t have grandchildren. And anyway, it’s the

Chinese who really have to do it. And anyway, how do we know

that reducing our emissions will really make any difference?

And so there are lots of people who deny: that global

warming is actually happening; that mankind caused it (it’s

sunspots; it’s natural); that they can do anything about it.  Half

the population are not prepared to take any responsibility. They

just don’t see that there is anything in it for them, and they sure

won’t make any sacrifices for the other half of the population.

The other half, after all, are not, as they might say, ‘people like

us’. The other half may be from another generation, another

social class, another part of the country, or even another

continent. They may not even look like us.

For some people, taking responsibility for global warming

has to involve a certain amount of guilt. After all, isn’t it our

profligate style of living, our cars, our air conditioning, our

vacations in the sun, our wars for oil, that cause all these

emissions? If one is uncomfortable enough about all this, one

might be inclined to reduce consumption and therefore

emissions. But that’s not typical human behaviour. What is

typically human is to shift the responsibility to someone or

something else. After all, what’s the government doing about it?

Some people think it’s all a conspiracy to take away all the

things they’ve worked so hard for. It’s the government. It’s all a

scam. Don’t  threaten me! The problem with the government is

that while they talk a good line, most governments don’t do

anything. They see a risk in annoying the same voters we’ve

been talking about. So they appoint a Minister of the

Environment, a nice guy who gets trampled by the rest of

cabinet.

Well, let’s see what comes out of Copenhagen. Quite

possibly, a gigantic treaty that hangs on the concept of

‘differentiated responsibilities’. This sounds fair enough until

you realize that what it actually means is: ‘We’ll do our bit as

long as they do  what we think they should do, but they’d better

not tell us what they think we should do and what’s more, they

have to go first.’

And then it may be years before we can check that they lived

up to the treaty. But we’ll live up to it even if we have to cheat!

Another way to avoid action is to call global warming an

‘environmental’ problem. The people who are concerned with

such problems are called  ‘environmentalists’, and they are the

nut fringe, not like us at all. ‘Let them look after it. I never did

go along with all that ‘green’ stuff anyway’.

Now obviously climate change affects everyone, not just a

nut fringe. You could just as easily call it a ‘national security’

problem. Just as long as it’s ‘not my department’.

Of course, we can always hold any action up by disagreeing

about what’s the best way to tackle the problem. First of all,

aren’t there more urgent problems than climate change?

Actually, no. You’d be surprised how many of the more

immediate problems you can think of  stem in fact from climate

change. HIV/AIDS, starvation in Somalia, pine beetles in BC,

drought in Australia, polar ice breakup, etc. And in these cases,

treating the symptoms is avoiding treating the central problem.

Second, what’s the best things to do? Cap & trade? Carbon

tax? Stiff regulations? Technical innovation? Carbon Capture &

Storage? All of the above, plus individual efforts on everyone’s

part.

The fact is, we all have to do what we can. I can’t make much

of a difference; you can’t make much of a difference; but if you

and I and everyone does something—that will make a

difference. It will be normal behaviour; no more nut fringe.

Climate change is your problem; and it’s my problem; and

it’s everybody’s problem. And that’s the only way we can do

anything about it—all together. 0
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