
Davie Bay, about halfway down Texada Island’s southwest
side, is the proposed site for what would be Texada’s
fourth limestone quarry. Texada currently has three
quarries at the north end of the Island, all operating well
below capacity, and a fourth that is inactive.

The new quarry is proposed by Lehigh Hanson, a
subsidiary of German multinational Heidelberg Cement
Group, and would be excavated inland from the bay.
However, the company has applied to use provincial
Crown land bordering the bay to site a conveyor belt and
barge loading facility. Lehigh has a similar facility at
Sechelt, used to export gravel from the coast’s largest
gravel mine.

No environmental assessment
Lehigh’s proposal for a limestone quarry would

apparently escape BC’s environmental assessment process
because production has been estimated at 240,000 tonnes
per year, 10,000 tonnes under the minimum required for
review. However, the capacity of the mining equipment
and barge loading conveyer would indicate that this
annual total could be reached in only 96 hours of
continuous operation, leading some critics to conclude
that this initial production target has been set specifically
to avoid environmental assessment, and that the company
envisions increased production later.

Waterfront, caves could be protected
Davie Bay, which faces Lasqueti Island, is a well known

local beauty and picnic spot, centre of a rockfish
conservation area, and an access point to a large and
intricate network of karst caves, known as the most
extensive and best decorated on the mainland coast. They
have never been fully explored.

Water flow through the caves comes to the surface at
Stromberg Falls and Grow Op Creek. In January, the
provincial government announced a seven hectare ‘map
reserve’ around the creeks, but this is not the same as a

park. In addition, Lehigh Hanson has offered to remove
35 hectares from its mining site application to create a
buffer around the cave site.

The provincial Crown land had been slated for a park,
since it includes land around the bay to an elevation of 66
feet, and offshore tidal islands. Lehigh propose to use one
of the islands as the base for the loading facility, since
there is deep water close in.

The development is being opposed by the Texada
Action Now (TAN) Community Association and the
Friends of Davie Bay, with the support of West Coast
Environmental Law. The Friends of Davie Bay have filed a
court challenge, seeking a judicial review of Environment
Minister Barry Penner’s decision not to order an
environmental assessment of the quarry. Penner says that
the environmetal impacts of the quarry can be addressed
by the Mine Development Review Committee of the
Ministry of Energy, Mines, and Petroleum resources.

Is another quarry needed?
In addition to environmental concerns, Texada

residents insist that a further limestone quarry is
unnecessary. Pointing out that the three existing mines at
the north end are operating well below capacity, and that
Lehigh Hanson is a customer of the existing quarries, and
so the new quarry, which, with its low planned production,
might only be used to pressure for lower prices from the
present facilities. In that event, any jobs created by the
new facility would lead to job losses at the existing ones.

Lehigh Hanson, for its part, insists that the new quarry
is needed to make up for one recently closed near Victoria.
The company owns about 1,000 acres on Texada,
including some 3.5 km. of waterfront, but it finds that only
the Davie Bay site is suitable for a barge loading facility. 0
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