
An anonymous donor has offered to match future
donations up to a maximum of $50,000 for the Pender
Islands Conservancy Association’s campaign to complete
Brooks Point Regional Park. 

‘What a great difference this will make for our
campaign,’ said PICA President Sylvia Pincott. ‘We
now think of this caring conservation supporter as our
Pender Angel.’

Brooks Point Regional Park is now made up of
Brooks Point, one of the last undeveloped open
headlands on the Southern Gulf Islands, and Gowlland
Point. The two points, separated from each other by a
narrow wedge of land, contain what may be the Gulf
Islands’ thickest concentrations of chocolate lilies,
interspersed with blue camas. 

In November 2010, the Capital Regional District
took the bold step to borrow $1.65 million to acquire
the property (phase III) between the two points to
protect it from private development. 

As well as making it possible for Brooks and
Gowlland Points to be united in a single park, the
addition creates the ecological buffer needed to reduce
the vulnerability of the twin fields of chocolate lilies to
threats such as land development and alien invasive
species. 

Here’s the catch—the CRD may have to subdivide
most of the new acquisition to pay down the loan,
unless there is sufficient public support to help with
the finances. 

The Land Conservancy of BC has agreed to pay the

$215,000 estimated interest costs on the loan. PICA’s
goal is to raise sufficient funds to persuade the CRD
Directors to forego the subdivision option and keep the
new acquisition in its entirety free from future
development.

The Land Conservancy has included the completion
of Brooks Point in their provincial ‘Be The Change’
fundraising campaign. 

TLC Executive Director Bill Turner points out, ‘A
strong investment by TLC and the community through
a successful fundraising initiative will strengthen our
voice in completing Brooks Point Regional Park by
reducing the CRD’s need to subdivide to recoup the
loan.’

The phase III acquisition not only joins Brooks and
Gowlland Points; it contains a mature Garry oak
meadow and offers an unusual mosaic of different
ecological community types, all of which are
provincially at risk. 

As Robert Bateman has reminded us, ‘During the
last half of the twentieth century, much of the coastal
paradise of the Gulf Islands has been taken up by
private development. It is wonderful to see that
through cooperation and farsightedness, one of the few
remaining headlands of unspoiled nature, Brooks
Point on Pender Island, can be preserved for future
generations.’ 

The generosity of the Pender Angel is an important
step in protecting the phase III acquisition from
subdivision. 0
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