
On January 14 , at an Extraordinary General Meeting of the
Galiano Conservancy Association, the membership
overwhelmingly endorsed the Board’s proposal to take out
a loan to secure the purchase of land which will provide a
home for the Conservancy’s newest initiative: the Galiano
Restorative Learning Centre.
The Conservancy has already raised an impressive $2.75

million towards the purchase of the land, but is still $1.25
million short of the total $4 million needed. With a deadline
of February 15, looming to secure the purchase of the larger
of two lots, which make up most of the land, the
Conservancy needed to act decisively or abandon the project
and lose its $100,000 holding deposit.
Clear endorsement from its membership reflects both

their excitement about the project and the belief in the
Conservancy’s ability to deliver it. It also means that the
Conservancy can now finalize the acquisition of the land,
providing a vital first step towards the ultimate goal of
developing its innovate Restorative Learning Centre, and
what must be one of the most creative and far-sighted
projects to be undertaken by a local land trust. 
Purchasing the land alone will bring a significant

conservation benefit to Galiano—protecting 290 acres
(total) that include over two kilometers of undeveloped
waterfront, endangered old growth Douglas fir, arbutus,
Garry oak and associated species at risk. It will also help to
connect existing protected areas in a wildlife corridor
spanning the island from Trincomali Channel to Georgia
Strait.
The value of the land to conservation is recognized in the

support the project has attracted from the Nature
Conservancy of Canada and Mountain Equipment Co-op,
who are providing significant funding towards the project. 

The future planned development of the Restorative
Learning Centre will allow the Conservancy to develop and
expand its existing successful education program and run a
wide range of innovative education projects to benefit people
from all walks of life. A key group will be disadvantaged
youth who stand to benefit most from the centre’s multi-day
outdoor education programs. The centre will also aim to run
other tailor-made programs for community groups, serve
as a research facility for students, and provide restorative
retreats for adults. 
While the benefits of the purchase are significant, the

decision to secure the loan was not undertaken lightly at the
meeting. The Conservancy set out steps at the meeting to
reassure its members how it planned to guarantee the loan,
raise the necessary funding and reduce the financial risk to
the organisation.
Guarantors are being sought to cover the $1 million cost

of the loan to purchase this particular parcel of land. The
Conservancy is also seeking monthly donors to make the
interest only payments. The Conservancy has been pleased
by the response so far from supporters, but is still seeking
further contributions to cover these costs.
In addition, the Conservancy is also now working to

double its fundraising efforts to pay back the loan—looking
for contributions from individuals, foundations and funding
organisations. If you or someone you know would like to
support this exciting project please contact Ken Millard for
information: conservancy@galianoconservancy.ca, 250-
539-2424. Further information on the project is online at
www.galianoconservancy.ca. 0

Helen Hall, a British ecologist, is on a six-month sabbatical
from her job in England. She is currently volunteering with
the Galiano Conservancy Association.
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