
Gulf Islands National Park Reserve (GINPR) is expanding with
new protected lands on Pender, Saturna and Prevost Islands. The
new properties are a mix of waterfront and forested areas,
including more than 2,700 metres of shoreline. This expansion
will lead to the development of new hiking trails, day-use areas,
and walk-in or boat-in camping. The growth of GINPRwill also
ensure that more of Canada’s rare Garry oak ecosystem is
protected. The new lands also include a wetland considered prime
habitat for the endangered sharp-tailed snake. 

All of the purchased lands were acquired from willing sellers
at fair market value. The Saturna Island lands were transferred
from Environment Canada to Parks Canada. 

The 7.09 hectare Roesland Extension, on North Pender
Island was purchased at a cost of $2.5 million. The property
includes 455 metres of waterfront with sandy and pebble
beaches, rocky coastal bluffs and protected coves with sunset
views. It was purchased from the Mather family. The acquisition
includes a life tenancy for a member of the Mather family. 

The 4.05 hectare Shingle Bay property on North Pender
Island cost $2.15 million. Sitting below Roe Lake, this seaside
property connects to existing GINPR lands. Cultural resources
include the remnants of the Shingle Bay fish reduction plant that
operated intermittently from 1927-1959. The plant produced oil
and fertilizer from fish remains towed in from other coastal
canneries. The plant served as an important part of the local
economy, employing 15-20 men at a time, mainly Pender Island

residents. The plant was supported by the store and gas service
at Roesland. The property was purchased from the Turner estate. 

On Prevost Island, 25.75 hectares in Maple Bay (pictured
above) were purchased for $1.7 million. This extensive
waterfront property connects two existing areas of GINPR: the
Bright Islets and the park’s serene beach at Portlock Point. The
property has over 2,000 metres of waterfront with a large pebble
beach, as well as Douglas fir forests, meadows and rocky ridges
that provide scenic lookouts above the water. The property was
purchased from the De Burgh family. 

The 64.75 hectare Saturna Island Extension is in the
process of being transferred at no cost from Environment
Canada to Parks Canada. Environment Canada has conducted
air quality and climate monitoring from this location since 1989.
The department’s air quality and climate monitoring at the
station will continue to operate within the park. 

The forested property is surrounded on two sides by existing
GINPR lands. Its wooded landscape provides spectacular views
of Plumper Sound. This property has the potential to serve as an
excellent place for visitors to enjoy an extended hike as it allows
connection of two of the park’s hiking routes: Monarch Head
and Brownridge. 

GINPRwas established May 2003, and consists of 36 sq km
of land on 15 islands and numerous small islets and reefs in
British Columbia’s Southern Gulf Islands. 0
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