
B
utterflies are among the most
beautiful, delightful, fascinating, and
charismatic creatures on earth. They

are an integral part of our biodiversity, the
poster child for the invertebrate world, and one of the
intangibles that make our world such a wonderful and
interesting place to live.

At one time, the Vancouver Island region was a North
American mecca for butterflies. In the Victoria area alone, nearly
forty species could easily be found in abundance. Sadly, today
you would be lucky to find four species in abundance. 

The demise of the butterflies is not surprising. It is a challenge
for them just to survive
natural enemies such
as parasites, predators,
and extreme weather
conditions. Those that
survive the natural
dangers must face the
gauntlet of human
hazards like habitat
destruction, pesticide
spraying, and human-
introduced invasive
plants and pests. It is
not surprising that 18
out of the 60 (30%) of
native breeding wild butterflies documented on Vancouver
Island and the Gulf Islands are blue or red-listed—which means
they are species of concern, mainly because of shrinking habitats
and declining populations. Ten species are red-listed, meaning
they are the most endangered and either extirpated, extinct, or
close to it.

Although little can be done about the natural problems,
much can be done for the human situation. First, more
information should be available about the various butterflies
that still inhabit our environment and the requirements for their
survival. People can’t care for things they know nothing about. 

Second, butterfly habitat and other sensitive ecosystems
must be identified and protected. Granted, a certain amount of
land is required for human survival, but often the human

footprint is much larger than required. 
Third, pesticide and herbicide spraying must be reduced or

eliminated if possible. Although butterflies aren't usually
targeted, the collateral damage to butterflies can be significant. 

Fourth, natural areas can be restored by removing invasive
plants and reintroducing native species. 

Fifth, cities, municipalities, and landowners must be
encouraged to protect as much natural habitat as possible.
Manicured lawns and exotic plants are sterile environments for
most butterflies and other native species. Finally, as a society we
need to question our priorities. We need to be more concerned
about our environment and preserving the biodiversity and

natural fabric of our
world. We are willing to
spend billions on sports
and entertainment, but
getting funds for habitat
protection is like pulling
teeth.

It is interesting to note
that four of the most
endangered butterflies,
the Zerene Fritillary,
Propertius Duskywing,
Common Woodnymph,
and Dun Skipper, are still
found on Salt Spring

Island. In fact, the Zerene Fritillary (subspecies bremnerii) on
Salt Spring is the last remaining population in BC. 

Similarly, Denman Island is host to three endangered
butterflies including the last remaining population of Taylor’s
Checkerspots in BC. 

Both islands have conservancy organizations that are
proactive in acquiring conservation areas to protect sensitive
ecosystems as well as working with landowners to create
preserves on private land. Although the survival of endangered
species isn’t guaranteed, the efforts of the respective
conservancies give the butterflies their best chance for survival
and provide an example of stewardship that should exist in every
community. 0
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