
New fishing closures were announced on June 5 with the
hope of protecting BC’s glass sponge reefs. The closures
will prohibit bottom contact fishing over the fragile reefs

in the Georgia Strait and in a 150m buffer zone around them.
Glass sponge reefs are found only in the waters off British

Columbia and Washington. They were thought to be extinct up
until 1987, when scientists discovered reefs in Hecate Strait.
Living fossils close to 9,000-years-old, the reefs are easily
damaged by bottom fishing. Fishermen looking to catch spot
prawns often drop their traps and risk damaging these fragile
ecosytems, which are slow to recover, if they manage recovery at
all.
Glass sponge reefs were first discovered in the Strait of Georgia

in 2001 during seabed mapping. Reefs are located in areas near
Galiano, Hornby, and Gabriola Islands, as well as near Parksville,
West Vancouver, the Sunshine Coast, and the mouth of the Fraser
River. The world’s largest reef is located in Hecate Strait. 

Fisheries & Oceans Canada established ‘voluntary fishing
closures’ of the Georgia Strait reefs in 2014 to protect them during
the lengthy consultation process of creating protection regulation.
The new closures will ensure that the Georgia Strait reefs no longer
face accidental damage from fishing gear.
The regulations come after extensive discussion between

commercial and recreational fishing industries, First Nations,
Fisheries & Oceans Canada, the David Suzuki Foundation,
Canadian Parks & Wildlife Society (CPAWS), Vancouver
Aquarium, Sunshine Coast Conservation Association, and
Marine Life Sanctuaries Society. 
Glass sponge reefs still face danger from anchors, cables and

oil spills. Conservation groups are pushing for the area—and other
BC glass sponge reefs—to be given further protection through
marine protected areas (MPAs). CPAWS has been working for
MPAs  around these reefs since 2001. 0
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Glass sponge reefs in Strait of Georgia to be protected - Natalie
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