
Athena George, our Parks Canada interpreter, organized a Bio
Blitz for Saturna Island the weekend of July 18. The objective
was to team-up scientists and citizen scientists on Saturna
Island, during a 24-hour period, to track down every plant,
animal, insect, amphibian and fungus possible and to send
pictures to a website for verification. About 1,500 verifications
were sent in.
There were over 150 volunteers and 40 top-notch scientists.

Twenty took along enthusiastic volunteers as they probed and
prodded the island. 
Thirteen different collaborating organizations participated,

such as the Vancouver Aquarium, Beaty Biodiversity Museum
from UBC, Shaw Discovery Centre, Canadian Wildlife Service,
and Marine Life Sanctuary Society. 
Our own Saturna Island Marine Research and Education

Society was a big part of the event. National Geographic has
included the event in their ‘The Great Natural Project’. 
Eight out of the ten bat species in BC were found using a sonar

recording device that captured their squeaks and whistles for
identifying. That night an ‘owl prowl’ was held with great success. 
This year, our Parks Day Celebration was incorporated into

the Bio Blitz. The main attraction—after free ice cream—was
looking at marine life on the beach of East Point with the Marine
Sanctuary Group. Divers brought specimens back to live tanks on

the beach to show everyone and expain their importance and life
cycles. The divers also interacted with participants via
hydrophone while they were out scouting around the swift
currents of East Point.
Hul’q’umi’num elders, Philomena Williams and Phil Peter

made herbal teas and demonstrated a blackberry rake—
appropriate right now for the harvest!
Athena remarked that the Bio Blitz is a pilot project for Parks

Canada, with the purpose being scientific survey work and
getting people outdoors and involved in natural life. 
This event was a big undertaking. Athena was overwhelmed

by the number of small children and their enthusiasm and the
breadth and scope of their scientific inquiry. One parent remarked
‘My kid is looking at the world differently’. For Athena, that made
the effort worthwhile to organize. It was a great opportunity for
so many people to really be scientists with such a wonderful place
to investigate.
For this occasion, Parks Canada allowed camping on the ball

field/Lamb BBQ site for the duration of the Bio Blitz with lots
of parks staff staying alongside. All participants returned the site
to its pristine condition. The community benefited mightily by
patronage of venues and more people seeing our wonderful
island and getting to know its wild side. 0
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