
T
his election campaign is so long I get a second kick at the
cat. Or whatever animal it is—something from the
Burgess Shales, that fossilized treasure trove of

improbable creatures that all look as though they were
designed by a committee, and a dysfunctional one at that.

My first kick was, of course, wrong.
I thought that we might see a contest of ideas. It didn’t

happen. What we got was a hodge-podge of ‘promises’ targeted
at particular segments of voters and aimed at a quick, simple
cure of whatever seemed to be the problem of the hour. 

What we didn’t get, from either the Liberals, Conservatives
or the NDP, was any vision of a future Canada.  I suppose we
did get such a vision from the Bloc Quebeçois, but it was a
vision only of Quebec, and not a very clear one at that.  In fact
the Bloc’s tunnel vision hardly includes Canada.

Maybe visions are too scary for politicians, who thrive on
what they are pleased to call ‘pragmatic’ politics (whatever
appears to work right now). Maybe visions are too scary for
voters.

Not for this one. I was looking for Canada, not a squabbling
collection of fragmented regions. I was looking for a nation that
would make a difference in a needy world, not one whose
foreign policy displayed no convictions, no objectives, no
principles other than self-interest and the desire to stay out of
trouble with our declining neighbour. 

I was looking for an intelligent democracy that represented
Canadians, rather than a president who would tell us how to
think (or ignore us altogether). I hoped that public financing of
political parties would encourage independent thought, not a
continuation of pandering to interest groups. I was looking for
leadership, and what I got was low-grade TV acting.

As far as the campaigns were concerned, I would have liked
competency, at least. What I got was exemplified by the young
man who telephoned me from a call centre in Halifax asking for

my support for a candidate I’d never heard of running in a
riding he could not identify, and who could not give me a single
reason why I should vote for the party he thought he
represented. There may be something charming about true
amateurism, but not when the future of the country is at stake.

As far as the media were concerned, I hoped for intelligence
and analysis. There was some, but the majority of coverage
belonged on the sports pages, and the trend at the moment is
not encouraging. 

As a member of the media, I plead guilty to the cynicism
expressed in the political square dance I described in the last
issue. But I still think it’s a good metaphor. Stephen says he’ll
dance with Jack, but Jack says he won’t dance with Stephen.
Jack has a spat with Paul, because he might steal his votes, like
last time. Gilles dances by himself; Stephen would like a
partner but won’t commit. The Green Party gets to watch.

I suggested that with the Bloc poised to take 20% of the
seats in Parliament, a minority government is inevitable. I take
that back; nothing is inevitable, just likely. 

Similarly, yet another Quebec referendum is not inevitable,
just likely. But Quebec cannot negotiate separation from
Canada and still hold 25% of the seats in Canada’s parliament.
So it won’t quite separate. 

And maybe the Conservatives could not govern without the
support of the Bloc. So they might want to keep Quebec in
Canada, but at the same time keep the Bloc happy. Clearly a
recipe for farce and misrule.

One last thought—if we are going to have minority
governments anyway, why don’t we have Proportional

Representation? 0
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