
At this point in the never-ending countdown to Canada’s
latest federal election, the odds are in favour of a
minority government. Just whether it would be a Liberal

or a Conservative minority is uncertain.There seems to be little
real difference between their platforms. Both have ‘targeted’
planks at ethnic groups, parents, students, the ‘middle class’,
city dwellers, business, people concerned about gun violence,
and so on. Both have promised to clean up government
corruption. 

Neither of the two leading parties concentrate on Canada as
a nation, but only on the self-interest of specific groups of
voters—in most cases the same groups. The Liberals would
reduce your income tax and try to organize your childcare (in
close co-operation with ten provincial and three territorial
governments); the Conservatives would reduce the GST and
pay grandma’s bus fare to come over and look after the kids. 

Neither party has revealed a vision for Canada’s future,
possibly because they don’t have one, or maybe because if you
understood it, you wouldn’t like it. But with the acquiescence of
the media, both have run campaigns that attempt to make their
guy look as ‘Prime Ministerial’ (read presidential) as possible. 

But ‘looking presidential’ is no substitute for leadership and
vision. So the question becomes: ‘Who do you trust?’ At this
point, the answer for many Canadians is: neither of them. 

So what can the poor benighted voter do? 
Most voters would like to support the local candidate or

national party with a plan that is best for Canada. Not a chance.
And since it is not very likely that either of the two leading
parties would likely have a working majority in the next
Parliament, there’s no guarantee that they would be able to
deliver on any of their promises anyway.

Voting Against
Many Canadian voters, reluctant to vote for one of the two
leading parties, have learned how to vote against a party. This is
called strategic voting; you vote for someone you dislike in
order to prevent the election of someone you like even less. The
Liberals traded on this in the 2004 election to encourage voters
to support them in order to ensure that the Conservatives
would not become government. With the waning intelligence of
superannuated generals fighting the last war, both the Liberals
and the media have defined strategic voting the same way this
time.

But it’s not the same this time. After all, the same argument
is being made by the Conservatives: vote for us and throw the

rascals out. In fact, much of the Conservative campaign (and
virtually all of the Bloc Quebeçois campaign in Quebec) consists
of just this.

It is, regrettably, but a short step from this to disliking all the
parties and not bothering to vote at all. And last time a lot of
people didn’t.

Voting For
In this election, however, we’re fairly sure of a minority
government; we just don’t know which one. The strategic vote,
then, has to be for one of the other parties. The Bloc’s not
represented in BC; that leaves the NDP and the Greens—
whichever candidate appears to have the best chance of being
elected.

Looking at the results of the last election, the combined
NDP and Green vote would have been enough to defeat the
winners in Vancouver Island North, Victoria, Nanaimo-
Alberni, Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca, and Saanich-Gulf Islands. In
Nanaimo-Cowichan, where the NDP won in 2004, the
combined NDP and Green vote was over 50%.  

But there’s only one riding on Vancouver Island where the
Greens came close to the NDP vote: Saanich-Gulf Islands,
where Andrew Lewis of the Green Party received nearly 17% of
the vote, and the NDP candidate received 21.5%. Combined,
that would have been enough votes to defeat the front-runner,
Conservative Gary Lunn. This riding has, in fact, the strongest
Green Party vote in the country.

The opportunity for Lewis—and it’s admittedly a long shot—
is to become Canada’s first Green MP. As part of the swing vote
in Parliament, he would have considerable influence. (And if
you think that’s a crazy idea—just remember the late Chuck
Cadman.) 

The injection of sensible Green Party policies on
sustainability, human rights, environmental responsibility, and
democratic reform would be valuable whichever party forms
the government. But for this to happen, it would take a
combination of those voting for the Green Party and those
voting against both the Liberals and the Conservatives. This is
an interesting combination of hope and disgust—which is
surely an accurate description of the mood of the voter right
now. 0
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