
Green Party Leader Elizabeth May says that Canada has not
committed to the agreed climate change targets at the recent
G8 meetings in L’Aquila, Italy. She spoke to a crowd of 60 to 70
at the Annual General Meeting of the Green Party Saanich-Gulf
Islands Electoral District Association on July 9.

May strongly criticized Prime Minister Steven Harper for
apparently accepting the G8’s target of an 80% reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, but insisting on a ‘base
year’ of 2006. The other countries present, except Japan and
Russia, agreed to the same 1990 base-year that was the basis of
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change’s ‘Kyoto Protocol’. 

Canada’s GHG emissions increased 22% between 1990 and
2006. The result is that while other countries agreed to an 80%
reduction by 2050, Canada would only accept a 62.4%
reduction. (Canada’s actual 2006 emissions were 29.1% above
Canada’s Kyoto target.)

Harper was quoted as saying that he would only accept
targets that were ‘realistic’. 

Fudged Language in Declaration
The result of Canada’s failure to agree lead to equivocal
language in the G8 declaration: ‘We recognize the scientific
view that the increase in global average temperature above pre-
industrial levels ought not to exceed 2ºC. In this regard and in
the context of the ultimate objective of the Convention and the
Bali Action Plan, we will work between now and Copenhagen
(the Copenhagen Climate Conference in December), with each
other and under the Convention, to identify a global goal for
substantially reducing global emissions by 2050.’ (italics ours)

The G8 meeting, officially called the Major Economies
Forum on Energy and Climate, included Australia, Brazil,
Canada, China, the European Union, France, Germany, India,
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia,
South Africa, the United Kingdom, and the United States.

Elizabeth May said that UN Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon
had criticized the results of the meeting as being ‘far short of
what is required’. She emphasized the vital need for ‘solid
agreements’ at the United Nations Climate Change conference
in Copenhagen on December 7-18 of this year. 

Copenhagen UN Meeting
The Copenhagen Conference has the goal of crafting a
successor agreement to the Kyoto Protocol; agreed in
December 1997, ratified by 184 countries (with the notable
exception of the United States), and came into effect on
February 16, 2005.

UN climate chief Yvo de Boer has set out four questions for
the Copenhagen meeting:

1. How much are the industrialized countries willing to
reduce their emissions of greenhouse gases?

2. How much are major developing countries such as China
and India willing to do to limit the growth of their emissions?

3. How is the help needed by developing countries to engage
in reducing their emissions and adapting to the impacts of
climate change going to be financed?

4. How is that money going to be managed?
Elizabeth May sees the current economic situation as an

opportunity to target stimulus funds towards the development of
renewable energy, citing US President Obama’s commitment of
$150 billion, and China’s commitment of $600 billion. ‘The
ecological deficit we may leave for our children dwarfs the
economic deficit,’ she said. 

The Next Election
Asked when the next federal general election would be called,
May said that a ‘confidence vote’ in the House of Commons was
scheduled for September 28, and that all three opposition
parties had said that they would vote against the Conservative
government. This could lead to a general election in October.
However, she would not rule out the possibility that Harper
might once more go to the governor general to prorogue the
House, or that the opposition parties might combine to form an
alternative government without an election being called.

Local Green Party Organization
May has indicated considerable interest in running in the
Saanich-Gulf Islands riding in a general election, but has so far
made no final decision. The possiblity of it created a buzz at the
AGM. 

As well as party members, thirty-five guests attended the
meeting. Green Party deputy-leader Adriane Carr reported that
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everyone at the meeting signed up to help in an election
campaign.

No Annual General Meeting is complete without the election
of officers, and the results for the Saanich-Gulf Islands
Electoral District Association were: CEO–Dave Burrowes;
Financial Agent–Matthew MacKinnon; Secretary–Sharon
Lawrence; to be succeeded by Kelda Logan; Membership
Chair–Raymond Vickery; Organizing Chair–Phil Spidle;
Communications Chair–Tom Hadfield; Fundraising
Chair–Wally du Temple. 0
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