
Bill C-60, the first budget implementation act of 2013, gives the
government the right to approve, or disapprove, salaries and
collective agreements at the CBC.  The government already
controls the CBC’s budget; this move is seen by the CBC as a
direct attack on the independence of what is supposed to be an
arms-length crown corporation.

CBC President and CEO Hubert Lacroix, in a May 22 letter,
to MP James Rajotte, Chair of the House of Commons Standing
Committee on Finance, said, 

‘We believe that the proposed amendments to the
Financial Administration Act, as currently drafted …
may conflict with key parts of the Broadcasting Act,
[CBC’s governing legislation] and as a result, would
reduce the independence that is critical to our operation.
‘The Broadcasting Act sets out our Corporation’s

mandate as well as its structure and reporting
relationship with government. It ensures that the
Corporation has both a comprehensive reporting
structure to Parliament, and specific safeguards to
guarantee arms-length independence of its activities.
For example, it is the Broadcasting Act which gives the
Board of Directors the explicit authority to determine
the salaries of CBC/Radio-Canada employees (Sec.
44(2). The Act also specifies that CBC/Radio-Canada
employees are not public servants (Sec. 44(3)).
The Corporation’s independence is considered so

fundamental to its successful operation that the Act
protects our Corporation from submitting ‘to the
Treasury Board or to the Minister or to the Minister of

Finance any information the provision of which could
reasonably be expected to compromise or constrain the
journalistic, creative or programming independence of
the Corporation’ (52(2)(a)).’

The public interest group Friends of Canadian Broadcasting
has accused the government of ‘stacking the Board (of the CBC)
with Conservative supporters’. All current members of the CBC
Board have been appointed since 2006, when the Conservatives
first became government.

Bill C-60
Bill C-60 is entitled the Economic Action Plan 2013 Act, No. 1,
‘an act to implement certain provisions of the budget tabled in
Parliament on March 21, 2013 and other measures’. It amends
25 pieces of existing legislation, affecting customs duties,
insurance companies, federal-provincial fiscal arrangements,
the Canada Pension Plan, immigration, citizenship, nuclear
safety, Parliament itself, the Financial Administration Act, and
the amalgamation of CIDA with the Department of Foreign
Affairs (a partial list). 

These are combined in a single debate and a single vote—
pass them all or oppose them all. Following review by the
Finance Committee, the bill was adopted by a Parliamentary
vote on May 28.

To quote Saanich-Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May, in
Parliament on May 23, ‘Slowly but surely, the executive in this
country—the Prime Minister’s Office, which is subservient to
the will of Parliament—will have all the levers of power it needs
to rule, with Parliament merely an anachronism’. 0
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