
Anew study by the Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives (CCPA), and co-authored by Simon Fraser
University researchers, recommends that the federal

government create a new immigration class of ‘climate migrant’
to help address the mounting global human displacement
associated with climate change. They say that Canada is not
doing enough to solve the problem of displacement that it
helped create. 

In the study, ‘Preparing BC for Climate Migration’, the
authors recommend that Canada implements immigration
targets and programs to ensure the country absorbs a fair share
of climate migrants. They review Canada’s current immigration
policies to determine how they could be better re-engineered,
especially in BC. 

There are tens of thousands of people globally, who, since
the new millennium, have been displaced from their homes due
to climate change-driven natural disasters, such as the 2013
typhoon in the Philippines. ‘It is understandably difficult to
assess how much migration is directly fuelled by climate
change…’ say the study’s researchers, but a ‘…frequently cited
figure estimates 200 million climate migrants by 2050…’
globally.

While Canada has contributed more than its share of the
emissions that cause climate change, the study says, people in
other parts of the world are feeling the harshest impacts of the
phenomenon. They live in Africa, Latin America, developing
Asia, and the Middle East, and have contributed the least to the
problem that is forcing them to leave their homes. 

While some seek to escape through climate migration, many

remain in a climate-change devastated homeland and nearby
regions. According to the study, these countries ‘bear the brunt
of the impacts of natural disasters, making up 97% of climate-
induced global mortality.’ 

‘Canada has a moral responsibility to people who migrate
due to climate change—not just as a matter of charity or
generosity, but of justice and reparation as well,’ says Tim
Takaro, senior author. ‘The federal and provincial governments,
rather than ignoring the issue, should develop a comprehensive
policy framework to manage climate migration. Aside from its
disproportionate share of the blame for human-caused climate
change, Canada’s currently stagnant immigration rate and
falling refugee acceptance rates raise issues of fairness about our
immigration policies. Is Canada only prepared to accept wealthy
immigrants? These are not the people most likely to be forced
from their homes by climate change.’

‘Currently,’ says Stephanie Dickson, co-author of the study,
‘the services and organizations that help to settle immigrants
are already under stress from inadequate funding—they are
barely getting by. Yet, the demands on them will only grow.’

The study emphasizes that Canada bears responsibility for
helping Global South residents adapt to climate-related
stressors in their own country for two more reasons: the
residents neither have the resources that richer countries, such
as Canada, have to implement adaptive technologies; nor do
they have the money to escape to a better-adapted country.
Canada needs to support global efforts for increasing local
adaptive capacity, the study concludes. 0
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Canada and BC not doing enough for ‘climate migrants’


