
Inresponse to strong demand for clean-energy vehicles the
Province is injecting an additional $6.89 million into the
Clean Energy Vehicle Program to continue purchase

incentives. Premier Christy Clark announced the funding from
the Innovative Clean Energy (ICE) Fund. She made the
anouncement at the Leadership Summit for Sustainable
Business, GLOBE 2016-Sustainability and Innovation, in
Vancouver, March 2-4.
‘Encouraging environmentally friendly transportation is part

of our broader plan to ensure British Columbia remains a
climate action leader,’ said Premier Clark. ‘Last December in
Paris, BC became the 14th member of the Zero Emission Vehicle
Alliance, joining leading jurisdictions such as Germany, the
United Kingdom, and west coast partners California and Oregon
in a commitment to accelerate the  global transition to zero-
emission vehicles. This is another step towards making that
happen.’
Under the Clean Energy Vehicle (CEV) Program, point-of-

sale incentives of up to $5,000 are available for the purchase or
lease of a new battery electric or plug-in hybrid electric vehicle,
and up to $6,000 for a hydrogen fuel cell vehicle. When
combined with SCRAP-IT program incentives, total savings
could be up to $8,250 for an electric vehicle. Vehicles with a
manufacturer suggested retail price above $77,000 will not be
eligible for a purchase incentive from the CEV program. All EVs
will be allowed to travel in HOV-lanes—however many
passengers they are carrying.
The Province introduced the CEV Program in 2011 and has

since committed more than $31 million to make CEVs more
affordable and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Since 2011 the
CEV Program’s point-of-sale purchase incentives—along with
investments in infrastructure, outreach, research and training—
have helped put over 2,400 EVs on the road in BC.
Including vehicles that were brought into the province from

other jurisdictions or purchased outside the CEV Program, BC
now has over 3,300 battery electric and plug-in hybrid electric
vehicles registered in the province.
In addition to offering purchase incentives, the program

invests in charging infrastructure, hydrogen fuelling

infrastructure, outreach, and research and training. The CEV
Program investments in infrastructure have supported the
development of over 1,000 residential and public charging
stations around the province.

Around & Around It Goes
In addition to funding for the CEV Program, Premier Clark
announced funding for two other projects, one for mining
wastewater and the other for fuels manufacture.
Carbon Engineering Ltd was awarded $3.75 million to

support the design and  construction of a synthetic fuels
demonstration plant in Squamish that will use carbon dioxide
captured from thin air to synthesize diesel or gasoline fuel. The
project will deliver the world’s first ‘air-to-fuels’ plant and
demonstrate that it is technically and economically viable to
produce low-carbon fuel using carbon captured directly from
the atmosphere. Such synthetic fuels—diesel or gasoline—would
be manufactured from carbon dioxide captured from the air,
water, and renewable electricity, so that once burned in a vehicle
they would simply return the carbon to the air—meaning the
fuels can be nearly ‘carbon-neutral’, says the government.

May Discusses First Ministers’
Meeting

At another press conference at GLOBE 2016, MP for Saanich-
Gulf Islands Elizabeth May said that the clock is ticking for the
Liberal government to live up to its climate action promises. She
urged Prime Minister Trudeau to follow through on his
campaign commitment to create a national framework for
action on climate change, starting at the First Ministers Meeting
on March 3.
Dr Lynne Quarmby, Green Party Science Critic, commented,

‘Trudeau promised a national plan by March 12. That plan must
align with real action on the climate file. I’ll be watching closely
and will celebrate when PM Trudeau and Environment Minister
Catherine McKenna announce the foundations of a national
plan of carbon pricing and regulation in keeping with Canadian
promises made at the Paris Climate summit.’
‘For a decade, the previous federal government sabotaged

work on Canada’s greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) targets, and

Reprint from Volume 28 Number 5                                                         March 10, 2016
Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
‘This article was published (March 10, 2016) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing 

on the Canadian Gulf Islands, on Vancouver Island and, via the internet, worldwide.’
Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 1-250-216-2267 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com

Electric vehicles incentives, carbon targets, First
Ministers Meeting



those targets sunk to the worst in the G7. The premiers must
now set aside narrow self-interest to endorse a new and more
ambitious target for Canada. Those renewed targets will
pressure other countries to do more, and the global market will
respond by increasingly betting on renewables and the future
economy,’ Quarmby concludes.
On April 22, at the United Nations Headquarters in New

York, the global community will gather to sign the Paris
Agreement. ‘Canada must not show up with the current
embarrassing targets left behind by the Conservatives,’
comments May. 0
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