
Probably the safest way to transport crude oil is through
pipelines. Provided, of course, that these pipelines are
built and maintained to the highest standards and that

the regulatory agencies responsible for maintaining those
standards actually do their job. Something the NEB is ill
equipped to do.
Building a pipeline to transport crude from Alberta to

Quebec and Atlantic Canada was on the table after the energy
shock of the 1970s but instead of incentivising what was then
the safest course of action, decisions were driven by profit and
we continued to supply Eastern Canada with foreign oil brought
to our shores in tankers.
Now that the era of big oil is drawing to a close, and the

realization is sinking in that to save our biosphere we have to
leave the carbon in the ground, the idea of ‘Energy East’ is
reborn. NDP Premier Notley and the Conservative oil lobby are
steadfast in their determination to convince us that we need to
approve these pipelines before the market dries up. But their
objective is not to transport Alberta crude to Eastern Canada,
it’s the same as all other pipelines being proposed; to ship
dangerous dilbit to tide water for shipment and processing
overseas. The fact that Energy East will be designed to also
transport crude when required is just dressing the wolf in
sheep’s clothing.
And it’s therein that our challenge lies. All the major issues

facing us right now are miscommunicated in an effort to polarize
discussion and draw battle lines. Bitumen is a solid and could
be safely transported by simply loading it into rail cars. If there
were a long term market for carbon fuels, Bitumen could be
refined in Alberta, as Peter Lougheed proposed, and the
upgraded crude could be safely piped to Canadian markets. 
But to invest in the technologies of the past makes no sense

at a time when even Bloomberg is waking up to the potential of
the future. 

The same holds true for the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP).
As Bernie Sanders (the burning champion of the US working
class) and Jim Balsillie (former BlackBerry CEO worth over
$800 million) agree, the TPP is not about free trade at all, it’s
about a race to the bottom. (Where have we heard that before?)
The trade part is the lipstick on the pig, to mix metaphors.

The pig is the investor-state agreement or more accurately the
#ISDS (Investor-State Dispute Settlement) agreement that is
tucked into these so called ‘Free Trade’ deals like a Pillsbury ‘Pig
in a Blanket’. We need to unpack these issues and separate the
hot-dog from the bun.
There are solutions, workable solutions, effective solutions,

for Canada. But there is a systemic resistance to them in Ottawa.
Even as we assume (as appearances would suggest) that Justin
Trudeau and his gender balanced cabinet are on side with a
constructive, sustainable and Canadian approach to these
challenges, the civil service, on which they depend, is riddled
with ‘little Harperites’ who rose to their status in the bureaucracy
because of their philosophical alignment with the single minded
policies of our last prime minister.
It will take years to change that culture but in the meantime

there are thirty ministers who need public pressure and support
if they are to move our country forward. Imagine yourself in
their shoes, wanting to do the right thing but being advised that
they have to stay the course and maintain the old trajectory
because doing anything else is just too risky. 
Then they are subjected to the lobbyists who, surprise,

surprise, are not resting easy now that the election is over and
an opposition in the house that continues to feed the
polarization by scoring political points. A tweet, email or letter
sent directly to a minister or parliamentary secretary can
counter balance these pressures and demonstrate that we the
people, really do care. 0
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