
On January 24, Minister of Democratic Institutions,
the Honourable Karina Gould, released the final
report reflecting Canadians’ participation in
MyDemocracy.ca. ‘The Government of Canada
launched MyDemocracy.ca to engage as many
Canadians as possible in the national conversation
about electoral reform. I encourage Canadians to
read the report’ she said.
‘I would like to thank the over 360,000 people in

Canada who had their say about electoral reform
through MyDemocracy.ca online or by phone. We
are grateful so many people participated in this
innovative, interactive application to help us build a
stronger, healthier democracy. We will carefully
consider these findings as we move forward,’ Minister
Gould added.
Elizabeth May, MP Saanich-Gulf Islands, and

member of the electoral reform committee, was
discouraged that the report was so ‘silently released’
by the Trudeau government.

Did Not Ask The Question
The Mydemocracy.ca survey has been criticized for
being too elementary and not cutting to the chase of
the Liberal election promise to make the 2015
federal election the last one under the outdated ‘First
Past The Post’ voting system. Following analysis of
the report, MP May states, ‘While the report claims
general satisfaction with our democracy in its
executive summary, the report is unable to conclude
the same about our electoral system—because [the
survey] never asked the question.’ 

‘Don’t Like The Voting System’
However, MP May goes on to say, ‘And while the
executive summary reports general satisfaction
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Survey finds wide support for key proportional representation attributes

Broken promise
On February 1, new Minister for Democratic
Institutions Karina Gould announced that she had
received in a new mandate letter from Prime
Minister Trudeau stating, ‘changing the electoral
system will not be in your mandate.’ 
Skeena-Bulkley Valley MP Nathan Cullen and

UNIFOR National President Jerry Dias, both called
the abandoning of his election promise ‘cynical’.
At a press conference Gould said, ‘It has become

evident that the broad support needed among
Canadians for a change of this magnitude does not
exist’—this despite the conclusions of the December
ERRE report (See stories this page and page 4.)
Saanich-Gulf Islands MP, and ERRE committee

member, Elizabeth May said, ‘Despite spending
millions of dollars on the issue, when our feminist
PM didn’t hear the answer he wanted, he threw his
two young women ministers under the bus, and
callously broke his word. This betrayal is one felt by
all voters, volunteers, and activists who worked
diligently to make this country’s democracy fairer
and stronger through meaningful electoral reform.  
‘It’s not too late. Demand that Justin Trudeau

reverse this decision, and recommit to keeping the
promise he made to all Canadians.’

BREAKING NEWS



(67%) with our democracy, only 17% of Canadians
surveyed reported being ‘very satisfied’, with the
remaining 50% merely ’somewhat satisfied.’ 
However, nearly 20% of those polled included

‘Don’t like the voting system’ as one of the biggest
barriers preventing them from actually voting.
Parties Should Negotiate Policy

Decisions 
Moving beyond the executive summary, May finds
that: ‘Even the flawed survey makes it clear
Canadians do want fair voting and greater
cooperation in politics. Making sure 2015 is the last

election with First Past the Post and that our
parliamentary committee’s recommendation for
proportional representation is followed will greatly
enhance Canadian democracy.
‘Canadians polled in the survey expressed a

strong desire to see parties work together in
Parliament specifically to negotiate policy decisions,
even at the expense of clear accountability. One of
the most decisive findings of the report had 70% of
those polled preferring several parties sharing
accountability for policy outcomes over one party
being solely accountable.’0
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Canadians want parties to share power
Fair Vote Canada, www.fairvote.org
Canadians are smart. In spite of being handed a
biased survey, they were able to wade through
leading questions and still outline their preference
for voting systems that require politicians to
cooperate and work together—a key feature of
proportional representation systems.
The report on the MyDemocracy survey says:

‘The findings suggest that Canadians generally
prefer a deliberative government over a decisive
one. They express a consistent preference for parties
that compromise with one another rather than
those that act unilaterally.’  
Asked five different ways during the survey,

Canadians came back again and again to this
conclusion: governments considering all viewpoints
when making a decision was the top priority of
respondents.
• 70% said several parties should have to

collectively agree before a decision is made, while
only 30% preferred a government where one party
can make decisions on its own.
• 62% said it’s better for several parties to govern

together than for one party to make decisions, with

only 29% opposed (3.4.1);
• 68% said governments should have to negotiate

policy decisions with other parties, with only 24%
disagreeing (3.4.2); and
• 65% said there should be a greater diversity of

views in Parliament
What is most surprising is how the executive

summary fails to highlight these strong results, and
how some media have chosen to spin the results,
ignoring the strong call for proportional
representation. Though the survey shows that
Canadians are generally satisfied with Canada’s
democracy, it failed to ask Canadians if they are
satisfied with the voting system.
You can read the report at:

www.canada.ca/en/campaign/electoral-reform/.
Last Year’s Committee On

Electoral Reform
The Special Committee on Electoral Reform
(ERRE) did a similar survey and asked straight
forward questions about the voting system which
were easily understood and needed no
interpretation, reports Fair Vote. They found 71.5%
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of Canadians wanted a system that respected voter
intention where the proportion of overall votes
match the percentage of seats on the House of
Commons.

Legislation In May
The government now has considerable information
available as to what Canadians are saying about
their values, as represented in various surveys,
including the ERRE online survey (Appendices E
and F of the ERRE report), MP town hall meetings,

13 previous studies and commissions, various polls
and this survey. The majority call has been for equal
and effective votes—proportional representation.
Canadians are done with 39% false majorities

and winner-take-all politics. The government’s
timetable is still on track to deliver the legislation in
May and we can’t wait! 0


