
Two of Ontario’s largest honey producers, Sun Parlor Honey Ltd
and Munro Honey, have filed a lawsuit against Bayer
CropScience and Syngenta AG for $450 million in damages.
They claim that the use of neonicotinoid pesticides on crops,
mainly corn, soybean and canola, has caused the death of
thousands of bees in their colonies. 

Both companies allege that they have lost over $2 million in
bees and honey because of neonic pesticides between 2006 and
2013. Sun Parlor Honey states that the chemicals have been
responsible for 139,000 pounds of lost honey. 

Neonic pesticides are currently being reexamined by Health
Canada. In one study, 70% of dead bees were found to contain
the pesticides. Researchers and bee experts say that the
chemicals weaken bees and make them more susceptible to

viruses and pathogens. While neonic pesticides aren’t the only
factor causing the rapid decline of bees, the majority of scientists
can agree that they are part of the issue. 

Neonicotinoid pesticides, now partially banned in several
European countries, are systematic pesticides. This means that
they can be applied to the roots and seeds of a plant and will
soon be transported and incorporated into the tissues, foliage,
pollen and nectar. This decreases the number of sprayings that
a crop needs, but it also means that pollinators such as bees are
being exposed to the chemical regularly. 

Sun Parlor Honey and Munro Honey are arguing that the
pesticides have been killing their bees, contaminating their hives
and costing them unrecoverable dollars in increased labour and
supply costs. 0
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