
Economist and former president and CEO of the Insurance
Corporation of BC, Robyn Allan has been involved from the
beginning in the National Energy Board’s Public Hearing process
concerning the Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion proposed by
Kinder Morgan.

But on May 19 she formally withdrew from the process.
‘Continued participation endorses a broken system and enables
the pretence of due process where none exists,’ she wrote in her
letter to NEB.

She goes on: ‘The review is not conducted on a level playing
field. The Panel is not an impartial referee. The game is rigged;
its outcome pre-determined by a captured regulator. The NEB’s
integrity has been compromised... The NEB has unconscionably
betrayed Canadians through a restricted scope of issues, violated
the rules of procedural fairness and natural justice, and biased
its decision-making in favour of Kinder Morgan.’

Allan goes on to back up her attack on the NEB with seven
pages of details. Finally, she writes: ‘The fight to protect the
Canadian public interest must include those issues that fully
represent the Canadian public interest, not limit them—as the
panel has done—to a definition serving industry. We are being
conned by the very agency entrusted to protect us. This must
stop. The health and welfare of our economic, social and

environmental systems are at stake.’
Allan Is Not The First To Withdraw

Allan’s withdrawal follows former BC Hydro CEO Marc
Eliesen’s exit from the process in October 2014. Eliesen said the
Board was ‘dismissive of intervenors’ and their actions reflected
a ‘lack of respect for hearing participants’.

‘Continued involvement with this process is a waste of time
and effort, and represents a disservice to the public interest
because it endorses a fraudulent process,’ he wrote.

Non-confidence: Mayors and MLAs
The mayors of Vancouver, Burnaby, New Westminster, City of
North Vancouver, Victoria, Squamish, and Bowen Island have
recorded ‘non confidence’ in the NEB-run process.

The process has also been slammed by a number of MLAs.
NDP MLA Spencer Chandra Herbert introduced a motion in
the BC Legislature in February  calling for the provincial
government’s withdrawal from the process. The government is
a registered intervenor in the hearings. 

Green Party MLA Andrew Weaver, who is also registered as an
intervenor, backed the motion. He called for a made-in-BC hearing
process when Kinder Morgan insisted on secrecy for its spill
response plans. 0
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