
A recent climate change agreement made between China and
the US is being hailed as groundbreaking. The two countries
have long had the reputation of being among the most polluting
in the world, but they seem eager to put that reputation behind
them. The agreement is putting pressure on other world leaders
to join the action. 

Under the agreement, China has set the target of peaking its
emissions by 2030 or earlier. Though this gives the country
sixteen more years for its pollution to increase—and falls ten
years after the recent IPCC report’s advice about a necessary
world emissions peak—it is a big step for the nation which has
so far seemed reluctant to tackle the problem of climate change
at all. The country has also said that it aims to get 20% of its
energy from zero-carbon sources by 2030.

As for the US, president Obama has set a goal for the country
to cut its emissions between 26% and 28% by 2025, compared
with 2005 levels. Officials say that the US is currently on track
to reduce emissions by 17% by 2020—an earlier goal of
Obama’s.

Hope is in the air that these two new targets will spur the
international community into action. The climate treaty that is
intended to be finalized at the United Nations Climate Change
Conference in Paris next year is being seen by many scientists
as a final milestone to get emissions in check. Pressure is

mounting on other major emissions producers, such as Canada
and India, to follow the US and China’s lead.

The European Union said last month that it would cut
emissions by 40% by 2030, compared to 1990 levels. When
added together, China, the US, and the EU account for over 50%
of total global emissions. 

Many people—environmentalists, scientists, and others—are
saying that it is time for Canada to join the climate change
agreements. A report completed recently placed Canada last
among industrialized countries for its performance on climate
change. 

‘I sincerely hope that the conservative delegation (since
Opposition Members of Parliament have been continually
excluded) will feel the need and urgency to match and exceed
this commitment in order to prevent runaway global warming,
where the global average temperature increases to such an
extent that it creates irreversible damage,’ said Green Party of
Canada Leader Elizabeth May. ‘We need real leadership on
climate action so we must commit to reducing greenhouse gas
emissions by 80% below 1990 levels by no later than 2050. I
sincerely hope that Canada can become a leader to resolve the
climate crisis by example.’ 0
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