
Naomi Klein’s book This Changes Everything—
Capitalism vs the Climate has become increasingly
influential. However, ‘as a secular Jewish feminist’ she

was surprised to be invited to the Vatican for a two-day
conference, entitled ‘People and Planet First: The Imperative to
Change Course’. 

The conference, at the beginning of July, was organized to
discuss the implications of Pope Francis’ massive
encyclical letter, Laudito Si. It was initiated by the
Pontifical Council for Peace and Justice, and
CISDE, an alliance of Catholic Development
Agencies. 

Changing course is also the basic
premise of This Changes Everything. It
turned out to be something that Klein
and the Pope agree on.

The US National Catholic Reporter
says Laudato Si ‘seeks for the 21st century
nothing less than a huge change in the social
order, and it asks the Catholic community to
lead the way. It is a ringing call for justice that lands,
unsettling as it is, on the doorstep of the rich global North.
There is no avoiding it. It’s here for the long haul.’

Klein saw this as ‘its most courageous truth... that our current
economic system is both fueling the climate crisis and actively
preventing us from taking necessary actions to avert it.’

Speaking at a Vatican press conference, she commented that
Pope Francis writes early on that Laudato Si is not only a
teaching for the Catholic world but for ‘every person living on
this planet.’ 

‘...I have noticed a common theme among the critiques. Pope
Francis may be right on the science—we hear—and even on the
morality, but he should leave the economics and policy to the
experts. They are the ones who know about carbon trading and
water privatization—we are told—and how effectively markets
can solve any problem. I forcefully disagree.’

Another Lousy Deal
Not only did Klein disagree with the ‘experts’; she had few kind
words for politicians.

‘To our so-called leaders preparing their pledges for COP21

in Paris, getting out the lipstick and heels to dress up another
lousy deal, I have this to say: Read the actual encyclical—not the
summaries, the whole thing. Read it and let it into your hearts.
The grief at what we have already lost, and the celebration of
what we can still protect and help to thrive.

‘Around the world, the climate justice movement is saying: See
the beautiful world that lies on the other side of courageous policy,

the seeds of which are already bearing ample fruit for
any who care to look.

‘Then, stop making the difficult the
enemy of the possible.

‘And join us in making the possible
real.’

Klein’s Report
Though there wasn’t much reporting
at what went on at the conference,
Klein herself, writing in the New

Yorker, provided some damning
insights:
‘Many US bishops welcomed the

encyclical; but not with anything like the Catholic
firepower expended to denounce the Supreme Court

decision [about gay marriage] a week later. 
‘The contrast is a vivid reminder of just how far Pope Francis

has to go in realizing his vision of a Church that spends less time
condemning people over abortion, contraception, and who they
marry, and more time fighting for the trampled victims of a
highly unequal and unjust economic system. When climate
justice had to fight for airtime with denunciations of gay
marriage, it didn’t stand a chance.’

A biting comment on the Church’s, and the media’s, idea of
what is significant.

Others Comment
US House of Representatives Sustainable Energy and
Environment Coalition commented: ‘For those unmoved by the
science of climate change, we hope that Pope Francis’ encyclical
demonstrates the virtue and moral imperative for action.
Today’s announcement further aligns the scientific and moral
case for climate action, yet the political will of many is still askew.
The time to act on climate is now, and failure to do so will further
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‘…a vivid reminder
of just how far Pope Francis

has to go in realizing his vision of a
Church that spends less time

condemning people over abortion,
contraception, and who they marry, and

more time fighting for the trampled
victims of a highly unequal and

unjust economic system. ’



damage the planet, its people, and our principles.’
Michael Brune, Executive Director of the US Sierra Club: ‘Pope

Francis’s guidance as a pastor and a teacher shines a light on the
moral obligation we all share to address the climate crisis that
transcends borders and politics. This encyclical underscores the
need for climate action not just to protect our environment, but
to protect humankind and the most vulnerable communities
among us. The vision laid out in these teachings serves as
inspiration to everyone across the world who seeks a more just,
compassionate, and healthy future.’

The Dalai Lama said he ‘appreciated the Pope publicly
expressing these things’. He complained that individual nations
took their own national interests more seriously than global
interests, and that ‘the environment was a global issue.’

Ban Ki-moon: The Secretary-General welcomes the papal
encyclical released by His Holiness Pope Francis which
highlights that climate change is one of the principal challenges
facing humanity, and that it is a moral issue requiring respectful
dialogue with all parts of society. The Secretary-General notes

the encyclical’s findings that there is ‘a very solid scientific
consensus’ showing significant warming of the climate system
and that most global warming in recent decades is ‘mainly a
result of human activity’.

Physicist Fritjof Capra, co-author (with Pier Luigi Luisi) of
The Systems View of Life (Cambridge University Press, 2014):
‘We call the new conception of life a ‘systems view’ because it
involves a new kind of thinking—thinking in terms of
connectedness, relationships, patterns, and context. In science,
this way of thinking is known as ‘systems thinking’, or ‘systemic
thinking’, because it is crucial to understanding living systems
of any kind—living organisms, social systems, or ecosystems...
the radical ethics championed by Pope Francis, expressed
sometimes, but not always, in theological language, is essentially
the ethics of deep ecology, the philosophical school founded by
Arne Naess in the 1970s.’ And by St Francis, centuries earlier.

Capra’s definition of ‘ethical behaviour’ is ‘behaviour for the
common good.’ 0
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