
Jobs, Justice and Climate
Canadians came together on the streets of Toronto on July 6 to
promote ‘jobs, justice and climate’. The over 10,000 activists—
according to estimates from organizers—included
environmentalists, First Nations, workers from labour unions,
Alberta oil workers, students, anti-poverty groups, and
scientists, all marching under diverse but unified slogans.
Author and activist Naomi Klein was present, along with David
Suzuki and Bill McKibben, both high-profile environmentalists,
and Jane Fonda, actress and political activist. 

The goal of the march was to raise awareness for the need
for a justice-based transition to a greener and healthier
Canadian economy. Ralliers gathered in Queen’s Park for an
opening ceremony, then marched along Dundas Street. The
event ended at Allen Gardens with speeches, dancing, and live
music. Actress Jane Fonda addressed the crowds, summing up
the idea behind the march: ‘we don’t have to choose between
the environment and the economy—that is a false choice.’

The Climate Summit of the Americas
The rallies came just before the Climate Summit of the
Americas, an invite-only conference held in Toronto and
organized by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and
Climate Change. The summit gathered together leaders from
across the Americas, First Nations, environmental groups, and
industry in a dialogue to discuss ways of reducing greenhouse
gas emissions and investing in a global low-carbon economy.
The goal of the summit was to provide an opportunity for groups
and jurisdictions to build new partnerships and create
momentum to expand carbon pricing networks across the
Americas.

Key speakers of the climate summit included Felipe
Calderon, Chair of the Global Commission on the Economy and
Climate and former president of Mexico; Al Gore, Chairman of

the Climate Reality Project and former vice president of the
United States; Kathleen Wynne, the premier of Ontario;
Philippe Couillard, premier of Quebec; and Jerry Brown, the
governor of California.  

‘Almost every night on the television news it’s like a nature
hike through the book of revelation,’ Al Gore said in a speech
during the summit. He made the case that fighting climate
change will be a boon to the global economy rather than a threat
to it, and said that the ‘powerful voice’ of Mother Nature is
speaking out about climate change.

The summit concluded with the signing of a Climate Action
Statement by 22 regions and states from across the Americas.
Representatives from jurisdictions within Canada, the US,
Mexico and Brazil signed the agreement, which states that global
emissions must approach zero by the second half of this century
in order to hold the global average temperature rise to 2ºC. The
statement includes commitments to support carbon pricing,
ensure public reporting, take action in ‘key sectors’, and meet
existing greenhouse gas reduction agreements. The agreement
concludes that ‘good climate policy is good economic policy’.

Demonstrations at the Economic
Summit

The Climate Summit began a day before the Pan-American
Economic Summit kicked off, also in Toronto, and just ahead
of the Pan-American Games. A second demonstration by
activists took place on the morning of July 8, just as the
economic summit began. Protestors arrived in the early
morning at the Royal York Hotel in Toronto where the economic
summit was taking place. They marched through the streets to
the hotel, before putting themselves in front of the doors in an
attempt to block them. A heavy police presence kept the crowd
of a hundred in check; no arrests where made during the three-
hour long peaceful protests. 0
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