
The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge made First Nations
rights and environmental protection themes of their
eight-day tour of Canada, visiting several First Nations

communities and touring the Great Bear Rainforest. Stops on
royal couple William and Kate’s tour included Bella Bella, Haida
Gwaii, Tagish First Nations territory in the Yukon and, while in
Vancouver, a visit to a center that helps First Nations mothers
in the Downtown Eastside.

Protecting the Great Bear Rainforest
The Duke and Duchess travelled to Bella Bella in the Great Bear
Rainforest on September 26 and were welcomed by the Heiltsuk
First Nations community. During their visit, the royals unveiled
a plaque which officially endorses the Great Bear Rainforest as
a part of the Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy, a program that
recognizes indigenous forests in all 53 Commonwealth countries
and promotes their conservation. 
‘We are greatly honoured to be in the world spotlight with

this recognition of our work to protect our lands, waters and
resources,’ said Heiltsuk Chief Marilyn Slett. ‘The Heiltsuk
Nation is working hard to build a better future for our people.
We call our process Hailcistut—turning something around to
make it right again.’
Prince William called the Great Bear Rainforest a ‘jewel in

the crown’ of Canada’s protected wilderness area. The Queen’s
Commonwealth Canopy was initially launched in 2015, and is
designed to give global attention to natural areas that need
protection.
The BC government has also announced the establishment of

a $1 million trust to commemorate the royal endoresment. The
Great Bear Rainforest Education and Awareness Trust will help

educate British Columbians about the forest and its importance.
First Nations Reconciliation

Prince William took part in a ceremony adding a Reconciliation
Ring to BC’s Black Rod regalia, a rod that is used in the
Legislature by Lieutenant Governor Judith Guichon. Previously,
the staff has had three rings representing the Crown, Canada,
and BC. The fourth ring was added to represent indigenous
peoples.
However, the Black Rod Ceremony became controversial

when members of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs voted not to
participate in the ceremony. Grand Chief Stewart Phillip said in a
statement that he would not be attending due to his concerns
about the continued violations of First Nations rights in BC. 
‘With the deepening poverty of our communities,

remembering the missing and murdered indigenous women
and girls and the ongoing negligence of indigenous child welfare
policies across this country, in good conscience, I cannot
participate in the Black Rod Ceremony,’ he said. 
‘The suffering in our communities is too great,’ he continued.

‘I apologize for any inconvenience we may have caused with our
decision. We do not mean any disrespect. It is a matter
principle.’
Though Grand Chief Phillip did not participate in the the

Black Rod Ceremony, BC Regional Chief Shane Gottfriedson
was present as a witness. ‘This ceremony was important and
symbolic to witness in the spirit of reconciliation,’ he said. ‘We
are all here to stay and we must use every opportunity to ensure
our voices, perspectives and positions are heard when
government, representatives of the monarchy and the
monarchy themselves are present.’ 0
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Royal tours emphasizes indigenous rights - Natalie Dunsmuir


