
Anew documentary produced by actor and UN
Messenger of Peace Leonardo DiCaprio and
directed by Fisher Stevens lays out the

problem of climate change in a way that let’s everyone
understand the seriousness of the challenge and the
crucial need for action. 

Before the Flood is a personal account of DiCaprio’s
two-year journey around the world to explore the
effects of climate change, the science behind it, and the
solutions that will help us avoid catastrophic
destruction. DiCaprio isn’t an expert, so viewers follow
him on his journey to learn more as he speaks with
key scientists, politicians and activists, such as US
president Obama, UN Secretary General Ban Ki
Moon, Tesla inventor Elon Musk and Pope Francis.
The movie puts viewers into DiCaprio’s shoes and
allows them to connect with his journey. 
It paints a grim but realistic picture that is by no

means new. Though it tells environmentalists little
that they did not already know, it’s relatable in a way
that most climate documentaries aren’t. It’s very much
written for the ‘average’ North American, covering
diverse topics from ice melt and ocean rise, to
deforestation, coral bleaching, air pollution, habitat
destruction and fossil fuel extraction. For those not yet
thinking about climate change, it is a rousing wake -
up call that will have them wanting to act.
DiCaprio approaches the subject of climate change

from a pessimistic personal view that highlights the
difficulty of the challenges we face, and yet is
contrasted by the optimism of some scientists that
believe change is achievable. Together, these views
show us the urgency; challenge us to act by allowing a

faint glimmer of hope to drive us forward. 
Strong visuals that depict the beauty of the

environment are contrasted with shots of clearcuts
and mines that DiCaprio says ‘look like Mordor from
Lord of the Rings’. And indeed, there are similarity’s
between our current reality and the fictional struggles
of JRR Tolkien’s middle earth. In both, the heros must
continue fighting regardless of whether there is any
hope left, and regardless of the immensity of the
challenges. And in both, it is the ordinary people that
are those heros, and carry the weight of the burden.

Before the Flood makes climate change, seen by so
many as an abstract concept that doesn’t affect them,
very real to everybody. It uses clear, understandable
facts, and shows the actual effects of climate change in
a personal manner—from ocean flooding in Miami, to
air pollution in China, to the plight of island countries
that are losing their homes under the water. It
simultaneously shows climate change in a small-scale,
personal way, and as a global catastrophe that has the
potential to tear apart our civilization. 
The documentary also manages to hold a careful

balance between not being overwhelmingly
depressing, and not being falsely optimistic. While at
times it can drift towards all doom and gloom, it
always manages to pull itself out of that spiral with a
solution or a bit of positive news, and the latter part of
the two-hour documentary examines what is being
done and can be done—from individual choices like
eating less beef, to industry choices like investing in
solar and wind, to government regulations like the
Paris Agreement and carbon taxes. 
While being understandable and relatable to the
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average person, it neither simplifies nor glosses over.
It shows no sides of the issue in black and white,
acknowledging fossil fuel’s important part in world
prosperity while still requiring us to shift away from it
and towards 100% renewable energy.
While its final message is not exactly hopeful, it’s

not entirely depressing either.
‘Facts are crystal clear,’ says Dr Piers Sellers, the

director of the earth sciences division at NASA, in an
interview near the end of the film. ‘The ice is melting,
the earth is warming, the sea level is rising. Those are
facts. Rather than feeling ‘oh my god, it’s hopeless’, say
‘okay. This is the problem. Let’s be realistic. Let’s find

a way out of it’. And there are ways out of it.’
‘Our common home has fallen into serious

disrepair,’ Leonardo DiCaprio says in the conclusion
of the documentary. ‘Hope would have us recognize
that there is always a way out, that we can always
redirect our steps, that we can always do something to
solve our problems. Still we can see signs that things
are now reaching a breaking point.’

Before the Flood is streaming for free online, to
ensure as many people as possible have a chance to
see it. You can watch it here:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=codqzJ4onGc. 0

Reprint from ISLAND TIDES, November 17, 2016, Page 2

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
‘This article was published (November 17, 2016) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing 

on the Canadian Gulf Islands, on Vancouver Island and, via the internet, worldwide.’
Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 1-250-216-2267 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com


