
Roger Annis, a Solidarity Haiti BC volunteer, came to
Pender Island on October 24 to bring the numerous
donors on Pender up to date on what had happened since
the January 12 earthquake, and particularly what progress
resulted from Canadian’s significant contributions.

Annis was introduced by Tim Underhill, who had
organized an Alpha Diallo concert as a Haitian benefit.

Briefly, while some good work has been done by
Partners in Health and the Cubans, promised funds are
arriving slowly, rebuilding is slow, cholera is spreading,
and the hurricane season threatens (see also Cholera and
Water Filters, page 11). Things are not going well. 

Says Annis: ‘I’m afraid there’s an uncomfortable truth
in all this that should not be ignored—the world has
ganged-up on these people and made them exceptionally
vulnerable to all these natural or man-made disasters.’

He continues, ‘Despite it all, the people stagger on. And
genuine support from abroad continues to arrive, albeit on
too small a scale to tip the overall balance. There’s
inspiration there if one wants to see it. But there’s nothing
can be done to pretty it up.’

A Weak Government
Annis had many criticisms of the international response,
but he first emphasized the inadequacy of Haiti’s
government, given the country’s history of colonialism and
dictatorship. 

The result was that, when the earthquake occurred,
there was no government framework which international
NGOs (non-governmental organizations, charities, relief
organizations, etc) could work with, and so these
organizations had to be self-sufficient and independent. In
fact, it appeared that many of Haiti’s governmental
functions were being carried out completely by NGOs.

Health services are provided by the NGO Partners in
Health, by the Cubans, and some by the National Ministry

of Health. Some 80% of Haiti’s children go to private
schools, many funded and run by NGOs.

Despite the presence of a UN military and police
mission since 2004, Haiti’s justice system was
dysfunctional; some 75% of those incarcerated in Haiti’s
prisons had not been charged with any offence. However,
this is the area where Canada has in the past concentrated
its funding, including the building of new prisons.

Initial Response ‘Over-militarized’
Annis criticized the initial response to the earthquake as
‘over-militarized’. US forces, he said, immediately took
over the Port-au-Prince airport, and US military
equipment had so congested the airport that many civilian
NGOs could not land equipment and supplies. Annis also
downplays the effectiveness of Canadian military
assistance.

Haiti still lacks heavy equipment, and much of the
rubble clogging the streets is still being cleared by hand.
Over a million Haitians still lack shelter, and are living in
some 1300 temporary camps.

The cholera outbreak came as no surprise, he said.

Funds Promised But Not Spent
A UN-sponsored donors conference held at the end of
March had secured pledges of $5.3 billion, but of this
money, only 10-20% had been spent or committed to now;
the rest is only promised. Of the $600 million committed
by national governments to Bill Clinton’s Haiti Relief
Fund, only $75 million has been paid. Canada, France,
and the US have not paid their pledges—Canada owes $30
million.

According to the CBC, Canada had pledged a total of a
billion dollars to Haiti. However, this included $550
million promised in 2006; the post-earthquake total of
$450 million included $250 million from individual
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donors and $200 million from the federal government.
Much of this went to the Red Cross. Only one-third of this
has been spent, including a Red Cross project for
prefabricated shelters to be manufactured in Quebec, and
yet to be delivered.

It is difficult, Annis said, to trace the promises made
and actually what is being spent. He estimated that only a
small fraction of the NGOs on the ground kept adequate
financial records. However, he downplayed fears that
funds handled by the government were lost to corruption,
saying that the authorities received only 2-3% of the
money.

Foreign Interference
The continuing foreign military presence, said Annis,
blocks the development of Haitian sovereignty, and
repeats the patterns of neglect and foreign interference in
internal affairs that have characterized Haiti for many
years.

Even now, he said, Haiti’s economic plan is based on
the availability of cheap labour for light manufacturing,
and an agricultural policy that has driven the rural
population into the cities and resulted in the nation being
unable to feed itself; agricultural products are imported
from the US.

Annis criticized the predominantly white ‘Haitian elite’
as being the driving force in the overthrow of the elected
government—he described them as ‘venal’, and
destructive of human rights and social justice. 

The present constitution of Haiti roughly follows the
US model, with an elected Senate and Legislature, a
President, an appointed Prime Minister. But in Annis’
opinion, the upcoming November 28 elections are unlikely
to result in a government with any popular support or
credibility, at least in part due to the fact that Famini
Lavalas, the political party headed by exiled former
president Jean Bertrand Aristide, has been banned from
participating. Not good news. 

Cholera and Water Filters 
Leslie Rollings

W
e have a lot to share with you this month. Chris
and I are really enjoying our time out in Canada.
The rest was much needed for our family. We

have been busy though! Between visiting friends and
family and doing fun things together we have also been
taking the opportunity to speak and share when possible. 

As many of you have heard, Haiti is now in the midst of
a cholera outbreak that has most directly affected the
Artibonite Valley, though there have been reported cases
in many other areas of the country. From the sounds of
things they are starting to contain it a bit, but we also
know that the reported cases are only a percentage of the
true outbreak as many that live in the very rural areas may
not be able to get to a hospital, so their cases would go
uncounted.

How does this affect our staff, volunteers and our
work? Well, Clean Water for Haiti is located a bit south of
the Artibonite and local hospitals have been taking in
cholera patients and setting up quarantines for them. The
most direct connection though is that the Artibonite Valley
is where the highest percentage of our water filters get
installed.

In an effort to be the most effective at this time, our
relief staff Peter and Sara Craig have been really diligent
about educating our staff in how to protect themselves
while out working in these areas. Our staff have been in
contact with community organizers to make sure that the
areas they are delivering in at this time are safe, simply
because the water used to install filters is usually from a
local water source.

Our follow-up people have been given some training
about helping to educate the local population about
prevention and safe water usage, and they are making a
point of checking that all of our filters are working well so
that people have a safe water source. Peter and Sara have
also made up flyers that have been distributed in our local
community so that the population there can know how to
be proactive as the local hospital takes on cholera patients
and the risk of transmission increases. 

We are really proud of the Craigs and how well they are
handling things in our absence. They are a gift to the
mission and we are excited to see how things move
forward with the new site in the New Year. Our current
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plan is to return to Haiti mid-January and to immediately
start looking for a house and production site to rent for the
Craigs and the operation in Gonaives.

On November 28, Haiti is scheduled to have
presidential elections. Being in Canada it’s easy to not
think about these things, but they are serious and can
greatly affect life and work. There are several candidates
on the ballot but I think most people are hesitant about
putting too much stock in any one person just because of
Haiti’s poor political past. The biggest concern though is
that the elections will be corrupted and that there will be
civil unrest before and after. The reason the UN is in the
country now is because of civil unrest 6 years ago. It would
be so nice to see Haiti break free from that cycle and move
forward.   

One thing that we want to share with you is our Gift of
Life Campaign. Once again this year we are doing a big
fundraising push for the holiday season. Please consider
donating the cost of a filter on behalf of friends or family
this year. For $50 a Haitian family can receive a filter
through our subsidized filter program. We know that
many people are becoming more excited about getting
away from consumerism at Christmas and this is a way to
do that and help the people of Haiti at the same time.
Please contact Leslie at office@cleanwaterforhaiti.org. 
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